What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Bored Of Discipline - 30-07-2008 23:10

I will be watching the boxing, football, BMXing, baseball, basketball along with the usual curious watching of beach
volleyball, table tennis, tennis and, maybe badminton

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by trimster - 30-07-2008 23:19

Haven't we done a thread on this before?

I'll try and catch some football- even though, knowing the way Channel 7 will cover the olympics, they will cut to some
swimming or diving just as someone is about to score a goal.

I'll also watch a bit of athletics, boxing, hockey. | can't watch basketball for more than two minutes without falling asleep.

| won't be watching any swimming- | hate the way the Australian media whip themselves into a nationalistic frenzy over
swimming....

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jefe - 31-07-2008 05:16

As much as | possibly can, with an emphasis on sports I'd never get to see otherwise-field hockey, handball, modern
pentathlon, etc. But none of the X-Games crap, thank you.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by La Lanterne Rouge - 31-07-2008 11:13

Swimming is astonishingly boring to watch. Given that there can be no tactics, and it's just swimming backwards and
forwards in straight lines, there's just nothing to it. Given how bland it is, it's galling that there are 6 distances with 4
strokes for 2 sexes, plus various medleys and relays, and the BBC leave it on as the main event sending the world into a
dreadful torpor.

I'll be watching things like canoeing and modern pentathlon and taekwando and whatever else slightly out of the ordinary
they have on.

Apart from the swimming I'll mostly be consciously trying to avoid gymansticsy stuff and anything else that has "style"
marks and becomes subjective rather than being proper sport.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by steveeeeeeeee - 31-07-2008 11:27

Weightlifting. | have no prior knowledge of who's who nor on many occasions what the rules are but every four years this
Olympic sport takes me to her finely toned bosoms and entertains me accordingly. Small Turkish men who can lift 6
times their own bodyweight are about as fascinating as anything you'll ever see in televised sport. Apart from curling, but
that's my winter fetish.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Furtho - 31-07-2008 11:28

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 06:50



I'm quite keen on volleyball and so am hoping that the BBC will deign to show a decent amount. They're announcing
details of their Olympic coverage on Saturday.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by garcia - 31-07-2008 11:47

i'll watch swimming, athletics, diving, gymnastics.

i'm curious to know why swimming is inherently more boring to watch than any other form of racing in the olympics. in
fact, given how hard it is for swimmers to maintain their rhythm and stroke while experiencing intense physical pain you
could argue swimming has dimensions you don't find in track racing. i suppose it helps to understand what you are
looking at.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Duncan Gardner - 31-07-2008 12:03

Athletics and swimming for me, plus any individual Ultonian competitors spotted. The absence of lawn bowling and small-
bore shooting a la the commonwealths is regretted.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 31-07-2008 13:23

Nothing.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 31-07-2008 13:23

OK, maybe the football.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 31-07-2008 13:37

Cycling (track and road) and Canoeing

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Mitch - 31-07-2008 13:46

A girl called Shanaze Reade from around here is a real medal-hope for the BMX-ing, so I'll have to watch that.

The thing is, I'm not sure what Olympic BMX-ing actually is? | don't know whether it's a race, a time-trial or a trick-based
thing?
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Bored Of Discipline - 31-07-2008 14:23

It's track-racing but, obviously, with jumps on the way around and she could do really well. They had her down down for
2012 but she has exceeded expectations

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ginger Yellow - 31-07-2008 15:35

Nothing, unless | happen to flip across to something vaguely interesting while watching telly. I've always found the
Olympics underwhelming.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Bored Of Discipline - 31-07-2008 15:44

none of the X-Games crap, thank you.

Maybe you are confusing the BMX trick riding (Which I still find skillful) and the BMX racing that will be in the Olympics?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Rogin the Armchair Fan - 31-07-2008 22:40

Swimming is astonishingly boring to watch. Given that there can be no tactics, and it's just swimming backwards and
forwards in straight lines, there's just nothing to it. Given how bland it is, it's galling that there are 6 distances with 4
strokes for 2 sexes, plus various medleys and relays, and the BBC leave it on as the main event sending the world into a
dreadful torpor.

Substitute "swimming" for "athletics" in the above paragraph, and discus. Discus! Did you see what | did there?

I mean for fuck's sake, 100m. 200m. 400m. Who gives a shit about the latter two? Someone's the fastest bloke in world
in a sprint, yeah? You don't have rowing golds for fastest over 1km, 1.5km, 2km, why the fuck does Athletics get away
with it? There should be four golds in athletics, for the 100m sprint, the 1,500m, the 10,000m and the marathon. All the
rest can go to cock. And as for the silly events that involve hurdles, and people like Sally Gunnell and Colin Jackson
winning things, | mean well fuck off. Why don't they have a proper Obstacle race at the Olympics, where you have to put
on a pair of pyjama bottoms and eat a Cadbury's Cream Egg before clambering under a net? Well? Why Not?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 31-07-2008 22:45

| always enjoy watching the diving.

Gymnastics, because Mrs. Inca has to watch it. NBC will be doing the "big" events for their evening coverage, | imagine,
and only stuff with American athletes most likely, so | probably won't get to see anything else unless | tape it and have
time to watch it later--I'll probably only do that with soccer.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Rogin the Armchair Fan - 31-07-2008 22:48
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And don't get me started on boxing. What a pile of shite that is. There should be three weights in boxing - "Little blokes
who it's fun to watch having a scrap", "Blokes your size", and "Fuck me, you wouldn't mess with him".

Instead, there are two or three weights that just about fall into the category of "blokes your size", and about nine weights
that fall off the scale of "little blokes who it's fun watching have a scrap”. Amir Khan? He's about 5 foot 4 and 8 stone 6.
He's a technically brilliant boxer, but | mean, come on, in a pub car park, even I'd fancy myself to stick one hand on top
of his head and kick him in the clockweights.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Bored Of Discipline - 31-07-2008 23:26

Taking into account the time and possible state that you are posting, Rogin, Amir Khan would still have you presently (to
use a technical term)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by statto99 - 04-08-2008 10:43

| shall be paying special attention to the hockey as I've just had the pleasure of conducting interviews with the GB men's
and women's captains:

http://londonist.com/2008/07/interview_ben_hawes_gb_mens_hockey.php
http://londonist.com/2008/08/interview_kate_walsh_gb_womens_hock.php

I'm also about to interview the K2 500m flatwater canoeing pair of Anna Hemmings and Jessica Walker and there's
plenty of interesting backstory there.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by bewaldeth - 04-08-2008 11:10

Flatwater canoeing??

Is there some sort of defined cutoff point that separates flatwater from whitewater, or is there an in-between category like
Mildly Choppy Canoeing?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 04-08-2008 11:36

Flatwater means it's ona lake/open water not on white water where they've opened the big damn at the top of the river
before you kayak on down

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Purves Grundy - 04-08-2008 15:24

garcia wrote:
i'll watch swimming, athletics, diving, gymnastics.

i'm curious to know why swimming is inherently more boring to watch than any other form of racing in the olympics. in
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fact, given how hard it is for swimmers to maintain their rhythm and stroke while experiencing intense physical pain you
could argue swimming has dimensions you don't find in track racing. i suppose it helps to understand what you are
looking at.

A load of people's backs. Perhaps it is difficult to maintain a rhythm, but they manage it and in the absence of any
meaningful closeups of people in agony or crumbling under the pressure of performing on the big day then you may as
well watch eight metronomes in a row. Boring, boring, boring.

The sooner they make darts an Olympic event the better.

Sometimes the running is fun to watch, especially if there's some animosity between a couple of participants like
Lews/Johnson or Thompson/Hincksen or Coe/Ovett. Sometimes the field events like the javelin are entertaining. | do
enjoy watching the floor exercises in the gymnastics even though it isn't a proper sport. Beyond that I'm struggling.
Generally it's just a bad day on Eurosport stretched out over about three weeks.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 04-08-2008 16:04

Is there some sort of defined cutoff point that separates flatwater from whitewater, or is there an in-between category like
Mildly Choppy Canoeing?

Not in the olympics. The whitewater courses are really sporty by the standards of normal people, plus they go through
gates and - and this is insane - have to go through some of the gates moving upstream. As somebody whose done a bit
of canoeing but not an expert, I'm in awe of those paddlers.

Flatwater canoeing is on a similar course (the same?) as the rowing. The water is completely placid. The canoes are very
shallow and slim and the paddlers just haul ass.

I'd like to watch canoe/kayak, baseball, softball, soccer, water polo, indoor volleyball, wrestling, BMX and some of the
stuff we never get to see except in the olympics like track cycling, fencing, team handball, badminton, etc.

But | don't think I'll watch much of these games because | won't be able to watch much outside of prime time, which NBC
usually fills with swimming, gymnastics,* basketball and track. I'm not really interested in any of those. | may watch some
of the basketball, actually. I think the USA is going to put on a show.

That and | don't want to contribute to the Chinese government getting smug about a huge success, the fuckers.

*Gymnastics would be ok if it weren't for the obnoxious announcers "oooh, she's going to lose points for moving her foot
an eighth of an inch there...really disappointing!" Oh fuck off you prissy, uptight cow! You get out there and do that.

That's one of the things I like about the X-Games compared to other "stunt" sports like gymnastics or diving. There's a lot
more emphasis on originality and brass balls, not fiddly little minutiae.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 05-08-2008 10:04

Purves Grundy wrote:

Sometimes the running is fun to watch, especially if there's some animosity between a couple of participants like
Lews/Johnson or Thompson/Hincksen or Coe/Ovett. Sometimes the field events like the javelin are entertaining. | do
enjoy watching the floor exercises in the gymnastics even though it isn't a proper sport. Beyond that I'm struggling.
Generally it's just a bad day on Eurosport stretched out over about three weeks.

Yes, exactly. I'd go further, though, | think. Where athletics (transl.: "track and field") is concerned, | can't work up any
enthusiasm for anything but middle-distance running, in which those rivalries can play themselves out in something
approaching some kind of dramatic way, sometimes, a bit. Sprinting is, as a sport, dull, as is full-on distance running. And
while | can sort of see the entertainment value of chucking stuff long distances, I'm in practice overwhelmed by its
fundamental pointless silliness.
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In a year in which we've had an international sporting event that regularly hit the heights of both drama and tactical
interest, the fundamental shitness of the Olympics is going to be thrown into especially stark relief. Take one shit sport
with no fans and multiply it by a hundred, and for my money what you get isn't, by some sort of alchemy, a worthwhile
event. What you get is a hundred shit sports with no fans.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Disco Sea Shanties - 05-08-2008 11:34

| do enjoy watching the jumping events in athletics. This may have something to with the fact they were the only sporting
activities | was any good at at school.

The racket sports might give us some excitement.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 05-08-2008 11:42

Query "us".

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Lyra - 05-08-2008 14:42

None of it. I'm upset about the environment and about the reported lack of progress in human rights. Bollocks to it.

Although diving is sometimes fun to watch. But still, none of it.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 05-08-2008 14:54

Take one shit sport with no fans and multiply it by a hundred, and for my money what you get isn't, by some sort of
alchemy, a worthwhile event. What you get is a hundred shit sports with no fans.

To be fair, some of the sports do have fans and will probably draw a lot of genuine interest from the locals (as opposed to
just corporate people on freebies) - table tennis, basketball, football and badminton are all pretty big over there, | hear.

But | think that strengthens your basic point. Take a few events that would stand alone as compelling events (at least to
the people who like those sports) and dillute by constantly cutting away to coverage of a whole lot of other sports that
those people don't care about.

Is there going to be any kind of streaming internet coverage? That might be the way of the future. For example, | wouldn't
mind being able to watch uninterupted coverage of the football with actual football commentators covering it like and
actual football tournament.

Anyway, the Winter Olympics are way better.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 05-08-2008 17:41

| think there will be some video on NBC's site.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Bored Of Discipline - 05-08-2008 23:37

None of it. I'm upset about the environment and about the reported lack of progress in human rights. Bollocks to it.
Although diving is sometimes fun to watch. But still, none of it

| am upset about all that as well, that is why | am not going there

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jason voorhees - 06-08-2008 00:18

Nada.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Cal - 06-08-2008 03:24

I'll second that "Nada."

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 06-08-2008 09:32

Reed of the Valley People wrote:
Anyway, the Winter Olympics are way better.

No, they're even worse, because every single "sport” is about sliding. Sliding, sliding and more fucking sliding.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Purves Grundy - 06-08-2008 09:38

They ought to have a snowball event. Everyone gets a patch of virgin snow to make ten snowballs and then they have to
chuck them at a target 40 yards away.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Eggchaser - 06-08-2008 11:09

Why don't they have a proper Obstacle race at the Olympics, where you have to put on a pair of pyjama bottoms and eat
a Cadbury's Cream Egg before clambering under a net? Well? Why Not?

I'd watch that. Especially if they brought in Stuart Hall to do the commentary.

I, for one, cannot understand how anyone can watch marathon running as a spectator sport. | have respect for the
competitors (tempered by concern as to why someone would willingly put themselves through it - | suspect they're
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masochists and will run into the toilet straight after to relieve the sexual tension that's built throughout the run), but to
watch someone run 26 miles, it's just not my thing.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 06-08-2008 12:00

Purves Grundy wrote:

They ought to have a snowball event. Everyone gets a patch of virgin snow to make ten snowballs and then they have to
chuck them at a target 40 yards away.

You know, I've had the exact same thought. Seriously.

Also: snowball fighting; snowman-building; yard of gluhwein race.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Purves Grundy - 06-08-2008 12:04

| suspect they're masochists and will run into the toilet straight after to relieve the sexual tension that's built throughout
the run

Except for Paula Radcliffe who prefers using the side of the road to toilets.

You probably don't want to click on this, you know

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 06-08-2008 14:39

No, they're even worse, because every single "sport" is about sliding. Sliding, sliding and more fucking sliding.

That's what makes it great. Sliding on various forms of ice is a primal human urge, | think. At least it was where | grew up.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 06-08-2008 14:49

Reed of the Valley People wrote:
Sliding on various forms of ice is a primal human urge, | think.

You don't subscribe to all this "descended from African apes” nonsense, then, I'm glad to see.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by E10 Rifle - 06-08-2008 15:06

One of the few Olympic events | really enjoy is the boxing. The fact that it's almost impossible to knock anyone out, cos
of the headgear, makes the fights appear more tactically intriguing. The 2004 Kindelan-Khan performance was
magnificent.

Track and field is OK, especially the middle-distance and relays, but there ain't much else worth watching.

Ultimately, though, it feels like a bit of a con. Politicians and business care more about it than anyone else - there will be
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no national sense of deflation if we don't meet our arbitrary 'medals target'.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 06-08-2008 18:14

You don't subscribe to all this "descended from African apes" nonsense, then, I'm glad to see.

| do, but but humankind spread out from Africa and into to cold, inhospitable lands. Why would they leave someplace
sunny and warm if not for the chance to do some sledding and skiing? Huh? Answer me that Dr. Genius!!!

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 06-08-2008 19:15

Wyatt Earp wrote:
Purves Grundy wrote:
yard of gluhwein race.

A what?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 06-08-2008 19:15

Wyaltt Earp wrote:
yard of gluhwein race.

A what?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 07-08-2008 10:07

It's wine heated with sugar and spices that they drink in Germany around Christmas time.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tactical Genius - 07-08-2008 10:16

| will be watching the 100m, the Gymnastics and most of the other sports where the olympics will be the pinnacle of their
sport.

All this stuff about tainted with drugs is a bit silly. Athletes have been on the gear since the olympics began there are
accounts cheating in the ancient games. and i reckon drug abuse was much worse (and harmful to athlets) during the
cold war.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tactical Genius - 07-08-2008 10:59

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sportl/hi/olympics/boxing/7546521.stm
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British boxing medal favourite fails to make the weight and pulls out of the Olympics.
This has a suspicious whiff about it.
The weight in is not til tomorrow and he could have sat in the sauna for 12 hours or something.

Hmmmm.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by will dance for food - 07-08-2008 11:11

| just heard the phrase "history in the making". In the first sentence of coverage. | hate it when channel seven cover
football. It hurts.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by statto99 - 07-08-2008 11:14

My profile of the flatwater kayakers is now up at:

http://londonist.com/2008/08/olympics_gb_pair_paddle for_ perfect.php

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Eggchaser - 07-08-2008 12:36

Why would they leave someplace sunny and warm if not for the chance to do some sledding and skiing? Huh? Answer
me that Dr. Genius!!!

To escape the intolerable heat and stinky armpits of the sweaty.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 07-08-2008 13:13

I had planned not to watch a single minute of this wretched thing.

But I'm on TV column duty next week and the week after, and the schedules are dominated by it, and paper never
refused ink.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 07-08-2008 14:46

So, do networks in the UK spend extravagant amounts of money to cover the games? Here in the US, NBC paid $1.5
billion to cover the 2006 and 2008 games, and they've bid $2b for the 2010 and 2012 games. | can't imagine anyone
else is spending that much, but then since they spent to much, they can get the 10C to bend over and change the
schedule of events, like they did this summer with the swimming schedule--having the heats in the evening, and the final
races the following morning, all to get Michael Phelps live on primetime TV in the US, so people will be tuning in and not
finding out the result on the web while at work.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by garcia - 07-08-2008 17:25

All this stuff about tainted with drugs is a bit silly. Athletes have been on the gear since the olympics began there are
accounts cheating in the ancient games. and i reckon drug abuse was much worse (and harmful to athlets) during the
cold war.

yeah. especially if, while condemning the olympics, we praise euro 2008, and that memorable russian team that so
impressed us all.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 07-08-2008 17:31

Russia were probably the scrawniest, most weedy-looking team in the tournament. | could have taken Yurii Zhirkov in a
fist-fight.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Rogin the Armchair Fan - 07-08-2008 17:44

And don't get me started on boxing. What a pile of shite that is. There should be three weights in boxing - “Little blokes
who it's fun to watch having a scrap", "Blokes your size", and "Fuck me, you wouldn't mess with him".

Well after today's debacle | rest my case.

So much for Britain's lottery money going to fund coaches and athletes to get them to the right level for us to compete.
You've got a little bloke who knows how to box; you're his coach. Your main job is to ensure he's under the, what was it,
9 stone 8, weight Imiit, so he can compete. You see him every day. Jesus, you're training him (and weighing him) every

day. At what point, before you fly to Beijing, do you say "Hmm, tell you what, despite my coaching, you could lay off the
burgers a bit?".

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 07-08-2008 17:51

So the US beat Japan 1-0.
Italy beat Honduras 3-0.

Interesting that the American-born player that scored today plays for Italy (Guiseppe Rossi). The US' goal came from
Scotland-born Stuart Holden.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by garcia - 07-08-2008 17:54

rogin - it happens frequently to young boxers who are still growing. gavin is 22 so he'd still be filling out.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 07-08-2008 18:04
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Has it started then?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tactical Genius - 07-08-2008 21:14

So nothing came up in a pre-olympic drug test then?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jefe - 08-08-2008 01:22

Women's football started yesterday, men's today.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 08-08-2008 07:40

Cycling, gymnastics (both genders, though 'rhythmic' is total bollocks), tennis, baseball (if | can find it), swimming (though
not the heats), diving, some of the athletics especially the mens 100m and 110 hurdles, table tennis, caber tossing and
water divining.

Not bothered about the football. The rowing is ok. And if they can have snowboarding in the winter version, why is there
no skateboarding? Not that | would watch it anyway, just curious.

*edit and after a quick shufti at the TV/online listings, the BBC in their infinite fucking wisdom, are only showing the
baseball from the semis onwards.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 08-08-2008 12:52

The opening 20 minutes of the ceremony were fantastic, the rest so far has been dull, but apparently worthy.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 08-08-2008 13:14

and some Dundee pipe band is playing 'Scotland the Brave' as part of the ceremony.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by teerex - 08-08-2008 13:17

Teams now arriving, in Chinese alphabetical order:

Guinea
Guinea-Bisseau
Turkey
Yemen
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Maldives

This won't do, bring back the days when you knew you didn't have to look up from your book until Ghana came in, and
the Brits were on the way.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Harri Saer - 08-08-2008 14:04

teerex wrote:
Teams now arriving, in Chinese alphabetical order:

Guinea
Guinea-Bisseau
Turkey

Yemen
Maldives

This won't do, bring back the days when you knew you didn't have to look up from your book until Ghana came in, and
the Brits were on the way.

The hot Jordanian table tennis player who was their flag bearer was a total babe.

What country preceded Anglola just now with what looked like a Sumo wrestler bearing the flag?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 08-08-2008 14:05

Guam | think

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Heliotrope - 08-08-2008 14:22

| wouldn't mind seeing this part because of the US selection of flag bearer.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 08-08-2008 14:22

The full order of march and list of flagbearers.

Interestingly, no country have chosen a footballer (of either gender) to carry their flag. It may be the only such sport in
the whole thing.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Andy C - 08-08-2008 14:30

But a big reason for that must be that the football's already in progress.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 08-08-2008 14:51

But no one is playing today, and all of the matches over the last two days were either in Beijing or close enough that
someone could get there easily. | bet that there are footballers marching.

Maybe I'm wrong, but | think it reflects the belief of many IOC types that football isn't a "proper" Olympic sport.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by G.Man wants a hyphen - 08-08-2008 15:16

I've heard it all now. The commentator we're having on here, possibly British, intoned: "There has been much criticism of
China's human rights records in recent months, but you can't help being impressed with what we've seen tonight etc". I'd
have loved to hear that clown commentating on the opening ceremony of the 1936 Olympics.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Nishlord - 08-08-2008 16:08

Oh God. How the fuck is London supposed to come anywhere near that in 20127

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 08-08-2008 16:13

By keeping it simple | think, which is probably just as well, as the money will have run out by then.

My word, the Chinese know their way around a firework.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by The Moral Animal - 08-08-2008 16:26

| think it'd be fair to say that the opening ceremony was pretty spectacular.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Bored Of Discipline - 08-08-2008 17:28

It's taking a while for the smoke to clear after the opening ceremony fireworks

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by King Mob - 08-08-2008 19:09

| have to say, | was reasonably impressed by the number of political references the BBC commentators were making,
guestioning everything from the Tibet situation to China's green credentials. Although these asides didn't stop at the
ceremony - they also seemed determined to slip 'a little bit of politics' into the comments made as every other country's
athletes filed past.
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As for the quality of the ceremony itself - yeah, the marriage of creativity and the most advanced technology was pretty
impressive. | can't see it being beaten for scale or spectacle for a good few years yet. The people responsible for
London's effort must be wishing they hadn't taken on the job.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 08-08-2008 19:09

So, now | know that there is a country called Nauru.
| suppose that the order of the march was determined by the names in Chinese, was it?

Hang on, though, who or what determines the number of athletes each country send to the Olympics? It surprised me,
for example, that Uruguay could only muster twelve. Twelve!

Some great and not-so-great choice of attire, there. No surprise to see the New Zealanders, always great cultural
ambassadors, wearing flip-flops. One African country looked like their hats had come out of a Christmas cracker, while
another team, shuffling along in cheap tracksuits, appeared to have lost their entire luggage at the airport. There were
some unwise choices of colours for jackets, even though they coincided with those of the national flag (Ukraine, Poland,
Spain), while the U.S. team wore some ridiculous white flat caps which some members were wearing at a gangsta-ish
angle. Tsk. The Germans wanted to show us just how wacky they can be, while one Italian woman enjoyed what is
surely one of the highlights of an athlete's life by parading around with - and | am serious here - a plastic disposable
shower cap on.

As for the rest of it, | kept expecting to see some public executions (typical Chinese big-stadium fare, no?). The dancing
and stuff was all very nice but horribly expensive and | shudder to think what London is going to come up with. And for a
nice finale, the bloke who lit the Olympic torch was very nearly burnt to a frazzle for his pains. If indeed he wasn't, cos
we'd never be told, would we?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Fausto Ptang - 08-08-2008 19:20

Seb Coe must be shitting himself

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Rogin the Armchair Fan - 08-08-2008 19:31

| do hope in four years the BBC makes as much fuss about the smog over London as it has done over Beijing.

http://www.rdelapp.com/archives/images/london/london_eye_smog-thumb.jpg

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Harri Saer - 08-08-2008 19:35

"For those of you wondering where you last heard the name Aruba, it was sung about by the Beach Boys on their hit
single 'Kokomo' " - one of the female BBC commentators on the ceremony.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 08-08-2008 20:35
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The number of athletes is essentially determined by the national Olympic Committee, though most sports also
incorporate some kind of performance threshhold, be it a time that must be achieved in a recognised competition or
some other form of qualification.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jefe - 08-08-2008 21:01

The US Olympic athletic and swimming trials were on NBC, and for the athletics part there was constant reference to the
"A standard" which you need to qualify for the Olympics besides just top 3 in a trials final.

The IOC also gives out wild cards to smaller countries to get them represented. Bermuda's sending about 9 athletes;
apart from a female triathlete that's how the rest of their delegation is going.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 08-08-2008 21:12

King Mob wrote:

| have to say, | was reasonably impressed by the number of political references the BBC commentators were making,
guestioning everything from the Tibet situation to China's green credentials. Although these asides didn't stop at the
ceremony - they also seemed determined to slip 'a little bit of politics' into the comments made as every other country's
athletes filed past.

I'm guessing we won't be hearing anything like that from NBC tonight--1 bet GE is making sure nothing critical of China
makes it into the broadcasts.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by barndoorio - 09-08-2008 02:53

Well it's 3.50 in the morning, I've watched an hour of Dressage and now it's Womens Beach Volleyball.

Some kiwi chap leads the 3 day after the dressage, though I think it's a team competition overall. Norway are currently
beating Belgium in the beach volleyball, which makes sense, Norway does actually have beaches to practice on.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by evilC - 09-08-2008 03:58

Why are Mark & Lard commentating on the cycling?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by teerex - 09-08-2008 05:05

It's Saturday lunchtime in Beijing, Mali are playing New Zealand in women's basketball, and large numbers of people
have actually turned up to watch. How is this going to happen in London?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by barndoorio - 09-08-2008 05:35
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Why are the cyclists allowed to hold onto a car and get a lift? Is that normal?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Fausto Ptang - 09-08-2008 06:24

Yes

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 09-08-2008 06:25

teerex wrote:
It's Saturday lunchtime in Beijing, Mali are playing New Zealand in women's basketball, and large numbers of people
have actually turned up to watch. How is this going to happen in London?

Is this going to be a case of 'full houses' everywhere, due to governmental ‘assistance'?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 09-08-2008 06:40

barndoorio wrote:
Norway are currently beating Belgium in the beach volleyball, which makes sense, Norway does actually have beaches
to practice on.

Belgium doesn't, then? http://knokkeheist.info/photos/main/phototop.jpg
http://www.west-vlaanderen.be/jahia_images/kustbeheer_strandDeHaan.jpg

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 09-08-2008 06:53

Can any non-UK based OTFers tell me if the BBC website's video stuff is available outside the UK - I'm off to France on
holiday today.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 09-08-2008 07:03

No, it's not - at least not in "my territory" (Spain). News stuff is, but not the sport.

Anyway, | think French t.v. may be able to help you out.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 09-08-2008 07:11

I'm not going to be allowed to stay in all day and watch telly | just thought | could catch up via the beeb. I'll have to brush
up on my French - at least they're sure to show the cycling.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by rick derris - 09-08-2008 08:02

whens the triathlon?

as | am doing the london tri tomorrow better show an interest

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 09-08-2008 08:33

Olympic triathlon stuff here and if you go to here you will get BBC's (slightly Brit orientated) coverage of all things
Olympic.

*edit Womens 18th, Mens 19th.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by twohundredpercent - 09-08-2008 08:39

I'm watching the judo, and they haven't fully explained what I'm supposed to be watching out for, so it just looks like
they're having a bit of a rubbish fight.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by twohundredpercent - 09-08-2008 08:40

Not that I'd mess with either of them, mind.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by rick derris - 09-08-2008 08:45

and at 3 in the morning!!

nah

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 09-08-2008 09:02

The Cycling road race is in the last lap, and its getting quite juicy.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by twohundredpercent - 09-08-2008 09:14

The commentator in the judo did well, calling Craig Fallon "Kieron" when he won his heat. | quite like the rowing, mind.
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Very relaxing to watch.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 09-08-2008 09:28

| really enjoyed that cycling.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 09-08-2008 09:41

Incredible explosion from Cancellara near the end of the road race, but he couldn't quite hold on. Sanchez is certainly a
surprise winner.

The placement of the cameras for the rowing, especially in the last 500 metres, is the best I've ever seen. Makes me a
bit nostalgic, it does.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 09-08-2008 10:29

That was a great race! I'm not so surprised about Sanchez - he was always going to be the one next behind Valverde in
the pecking order, since Sastre and Contador are not world-class one-day riders, it was very hilly for Freire, and
depending on how the tactics played out, Spain were pretty much always going to have one or other of them on the
podium.

Sastre did a great job shredding the peloton, | thought, but what a performance by Cancellara! you kind of worry that he'll
have blown himself out a little before the TT but then... it's not for what, four days? This is Cancellara, he'll thik of that as
a training ride. | think he might even have improved that bronze had he not got boxed in, uphill sprint or not. Andy
Schleck was raging at the end, though, and not entirely without reason - his teammate took a certain medal from him
there, and you'd guess it would never have happened at Worlds...

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 09-08-2008 10:45

Totally agreed about the rowing cameras, btw.

China's massively-hyped single sculls contender never made the start of his heat. Anyone want to bet he crashed his
scooter on the way?

There also seem to have been two (very) minor terrorist incidents already today.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gt3 - 09-08-2008 11:41

Toro - not so minor. One American tourist killed and another injured before the Chinese attacker committed suicide -
According to Sky. Don't know about the other attack.

| saw the ending of the opening ceremony and as was mentioned above, did worry for the safety of the chap who lit the
flame!
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gt3 - 09-08-2008 11:56

...also the BBC seem to be being very careful how they're framing shots of Sharon Davies...| wonder if it's as chilly there
this year as last time?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 09-08-2008 14:33

The story here is that the American was a relative of the US voleyball coach (who is actually a Kiwi) and that it was a
robbery gone wrong rather than anything "terrorist"-related. And now they are reporting that the alleged assailant has
committed suicide while in custody.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 09-08-2008 15:40

Yeah, that tallies with what I've since heard.

There was a pro-democracy protest just after the Chinese competitor in the three-day-eventing dressage there. Whether
they were protesting at the Chinese government, or the fact he goes to Eton, is unclear.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 09-08-2008 15:51

| still haven't finished watching the opening ceremony yet. And | won't get to watch the cycling for over an hour, then
NBC will show something else for two hours, and then finish the coverage.

But I'll be damned if I'm getting up at 2am or whenever to watch it live.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jason voorhees - 09-08-2008 16:16

Somehow | think there's going to be alot more suicides in custody.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 09-08-2008 17:50

I'm really geting fed up with Television Espafiola’'s coverage - | haven't seen a single competitor who isn't Spanish yet.
This, in Men's Gymnastics, is as unforgivable as it is tedious, as we sit for ages waiting for the marks to come up while
watching the gymnast take off his tape, have a drink of Powerade, etc. Boo.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 09-08-2008 17:58
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| should point out that Samuel Sanchez, the cycling gold medallist, is from Oviedo ("Capital del Deporte"), and | often
see him shopping with his missus in a local supermarket. I've never seen him go near the beer section, mind you.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Mr Beast - 09-08-2008 18:45

I'd like to thank the BBC for inflicting Matt Baker/Barker (whatever the fuck he's called) on us. Commentates on
gymnastics like the childrens tv presenter he is. Fuck off and stick to Crufts.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by barndoorio - 09-08-2008 19:32

| shall be making more ill informed geographical comments soon. Next up how life as a landlocked country has hindered
Ireland and how the beaches of Luxemburg are the longest golden sands in the world.

Meanwhile, I've watched more Dressage than seemed humanly possible. | watched it through the night and then my wife
was watching it when | woke up at noon, so about 5 hours today | reckon. No idea how it works still.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 09-08-2008 19:38

Basically, its ice-dancing for horses.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 10-08-2008 00:18

Watching that race again, it's not surprising Schleck was so annoyed. He made the two crucial selections of the race,
attacked continuously, and thanks to his teammate was the only one of the group he had whittled down to three not to
come away with a medal. Ouch.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 10-08-2008 07:55

Anyway, lucky | watched so much Spanish performances in the Men's Gymnastics. | mean, they came 11th out of 12, so
it was straight out of the top draw.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by La Lanterne Rouge - 10-08-2008 09:41

That was pretty good from England's finest cyclist.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 10-08-2008 10:10

| stupidly stayed up late to watch swimming (and archery, which | surprisingly enjoyed), and bloody missed the cycling.

LLR, I assume you are in full sarcasm mode?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 10-08-2008 10:12

Especially about the English bit . . .

Fausto must be chuffed.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 10-08-2008 13:22

The fencing coverage is also the best I've ever seen.

And Italia now has its first gold.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jason voorhees - 10-08-2008 14:24

| watched the Womens Tag Team Beach Volleyball. With the two women who had that pic of Preznit Bush slappin’ that
ass.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Defensive minded - 10-08-2008 15:25

Why is the British team called Great Britain? Does it not include any athletes from Northern Ireland?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by King Mob - 10-08-2008 20:24

Today | have mostly been watching the archery - the bronze medal tie between GB and France, to be precise, which
didn't feel as exciting as it should have been given that it ended with one point separating the teams.

There's an awful lot of gubbins attached to a an Olympic-level archery bow, isn't there? All kinds of stalks and antennae
protruding to the left and right, above and below. | wonder what they all do (though not enough to Google the answer).

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jefe - 10-08-2008 20:25

| watched the China-South Korea women's final. It's stabilizers and optics, mostly.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Disco Sea Shanties - 10-08-2008 20:56

| watched some of that GB-France Archery tie this morning and came to the conclusion that archery is quite possibly the
dullest sport there is.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 10-08-2008 21:08

Good girl!
Thoroughly deserved. After failing four years ago and in a few years' Worlds since due to not having a team about her,

she more or less built a world class British womens' team by strength of will. She tore up (at least) two lucrative trade
team contracts to do it, too.

Brilliant, brilliant, brilliant. Though I still reckon Marianne Vos is better:p

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Harri Saer - 10-08-2008 21:46

Defensive minded wrote:
Why is the British team called Great Britain? Does it not include any athletes from Northern Ireland?

This partially explains ;

Athletes from Northern Ireland who also hold Irish citizenship under the pre-1999 article 2 of the Irish constitution can be
selected to represent either Great Britain or Ireland at the Olympics.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Furtho - 10-08-2008 22:15

What's annoying me about the BBC's coverage is how they at first would appear to have a million and one options via
the red button, but in fact just end up repeating the same stuff for 24 hours. I'm not suggesting that no-one in the world is
interested in archery, equestrian, rowing or fencing - as this thread obviously demonstrates - but to the novice viewer are
they honestly more exciting than handball or volleyball? The fact that they fairly regularly show beach volleyball at the
expense of the "real thing" is especially galling.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by bewaldeth - 11-08-2008 08:47

I'm slightly alarmed to find myself disappointed to be missing the archery and canoeing this morning. | suspect this is
more to do with the fact that my job is shit than any burgeoning lifelong fascination with minority sports, however.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 11-08-2008 09:20

The swimming was fantastic this morning. That womens 400, that poor (stupid) girl who had a look for the wall, and let
the British person win, and then the 4x100 relay, with the Americans winning on the touch and shattering the world
record by 4 seconds. Brilliant. Fortunately it was 4am in the morning or | would have yelled the place down.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 11-08-2008 09:22

| agree with Furtho: | fully expect to have 5 of the 6 streams to cover poxy athletics while stuff | actually want to see will
be ongoing somewhere in the ether.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Mr Beast - 11-08-2008 13:04

Too technologically stupid to post the link myself but have a look at Times Online sport and see quotes from Blake
Aldridge explain why Britain finished last in the Diving final. Classy!

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 11-08-2008 13:09

Valentina Vezzali has just won her third consecutive gold medal in the foil (she won silver in Atlanta).

An absolute legend.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 11-08-2008 13:50

Anyone else see the picture on p9 of the Guardian sport section?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hofzinser - 11-08-2008 13:56

No. What is it?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 11-08-2008 13:59

The entire Spanish male basketball team posing for a team photo doing "slitty eyes".
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 11-08-2008 14:01

Luis Aragones must be a consultant . . .

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by La Lanterne Rouge - 11-08-2008 14:05

http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Sport/Pix/pictures/2008/08/10/spanishbasketballteam.jpg

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 11-08-2008 14:23

| presume that Andy Murray will go back to being "Scottish" for the red tops now.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 11-08-2008 15:15

just as soon as he and his brother get their asses kicked in the doubles.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by King Mob - 11-08-2008 18:14

Weightlifting, that's what I've been enjoying. A procession of straining, grimacing golems hauling impossible loads into
the air and standing, tottering underneath them as if the slightest flicker in their concentration would cause the lot to
come crashing back to the mat. It's the only event so far that's had me screaming at the screen, "Come on!", each time
one of them tries to force that dumbbell a little further from the surface of the planet.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 11-08-2008 18:21

Just seen the 4 x 100 men's fresstyle - FUCK ME!

Great, great race. Astonishing stuff.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 11-08-2008 19:04

The commentators for the Andy Murray game on the BBC were funny. As it became clear that he was going to lose, they
began holding forth about how the Olympics "aren't exactly the pinnacle of the sport", then tried to blame the weather for
his crap performance.

Sue Barker afterwards: "But the good news is that Rafael Nadal, Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic have all made it
through to the next round." Yes, god forbid there were any more results that didn’'t go exactly to the form book . . .

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 06:50



Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tubby Isaacs - 11-08-2008 20:28

Commiserations to the Scottish player.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by King Mob - 11-08-2008 22:16

Not to this sore loser, though. Fucking hell. What a shit.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by La Lanterne Rouge - 11-08-2008 22:20

Tubby Isaacs wrote:
Commiserations to the Scottish player.

But well played by the British doubles team.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 11-08-2008 22:32

King Mob wrote:
Not to this sore loser, though. Fucking hell. What a shit.

Blaming it all on a 14-year old on top of everything. Classy.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 11-08-2008 22:58

Yes, really charming.

Talking of great ambassadors for their country, La Lanterne Rouge, can you post the link for that nauseating photo of the
Spanish basketball team? I'd like to show it to some people on a Spanish 'foro' | visit.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 11-08-2008 23:04

It's at the bottom of page 7.

It makes the footballers and their conga past Bastian Schweinsteiger's interview look like model sportsmen.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 11-08-2008 23:12
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It's at the bottom of page 7.

Yes, | know, thanks, that's where | saw it. But how can | use it somehwere else?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 11-08-2008 23:15

Right-click it, and look for "properties".

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ant van Oviedo - 11-08-2008 23:25

Thanks. | am a bit of a div, | suppose.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 12-08-2008 10:30

A guy from Togo has just won bronze in the Kayak Slalom, the country's first medal ever.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 12-08-2008 10:48

That Togolese swine has thieved a medal out of the clutches of Ireland’'s Eoin Rheinisch. Heartwarming underdog story
my arse.

| caught a bit of the rowing on RTE before leaving the house this morning. Ger Canning was doing the commentary, and
was obviously sitting in a studio in Dublin, because he had done the Cork v Kilkenny game at Croke Park on Sunday.

This wouldn't have been so bad if he hadn't been banging on ceaselessly about the weather conditions ("It's 59%
humidity here") and the proximity of the venue to Beijing ("It's 45km north of the capital"). Ger, we all know you're sitting
in a darkened little prefab somewhere in Montrose, stop trying to give us local colour and just commentate on the fucking
race.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by La Lanterne Rouge - 12-08-2008 11:34

| don't know much about Togo but | think of it being pretty flat, if wet. | can't picture it having lots of fast water for training
on.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 12-08-2008 11:52

And parts of it are desert. I'm guessing he must train in Europe.
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The facility for these events is quite amazing. They've built a complete artificial slalom course (including a whole series
of fountains and jets and seating for more than 10,000 people) as part of the rowing and canoeing centre.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by King Mob - 12-08-2008 12:02

Yes. Emms, Robertson, badminton, fantastic. Dead and buried halfway through the second game, they storm back to
take the third.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tubby Isaacs - 12-08-2008 12:03

The non-14 year old diver sounds a right clown. What would he have said if the young lad had suddenly started rabbiting
on a mobile?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 12-08-2008 12:08

There was a piece in the Grauniad today which showed the judges marks per individual for each dive, and the kid was
below the other in 4 of the 6 dives. Quite what this means, | have no idea.

One other point: Have the BBC swimming commentators been ordered to say 'the GREAT Michael Phelps' everytime
they mention his fucking name???

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Bored Of Discipline - 12-08-2008 12:09

The 14 year old lad is competing individually at the end of the week so it will beinteresting to see how he does then

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by King Mob - 12-08-2008 12:14

It's not so much 'how many more medals can he win' as 'how many more sycophantic trailers do we have to watch'?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 14:34

| watched more of this than | thought | would because on the weekend they showed a variety of sports - focusing almost
exclusively on US performers of course, so some sports don't get on - but still the variety is nice. Rowing, cycling, sand
volleyball, water polo, basketball, swimming, fencing*, gymnastics. | think they even showed one rowing heat where there
was no American boat.

Maybe it's not so bad that they focus on the US team now that NBC seems to have backed of the jingoism a bit. | was in
Des Moines visiting my brother the last few days and got to see how worked up that are is for Sean Johnson, the 16-year-
old gymnast from West Des Moines. She's a local hero. A sculpture of her made out of butter is on display at the lowa
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State Fair (they always do one of a cow and one of a famous lowan). She's not only from West Des Moines, but she lives
and trains there and goes to a regular public high school (albeit on a schedule that gives her enough time to train 25
hours a week).

So | guess | can't blame NBC for focusing on the US because every olympian is from somewhere, and every US
olympian is from somewhere in the US, and no doubt their family and hometown are really fired up for them and wants to
see them compete on the tube if they can't be there. Some call it provincialism, but I think we could use a bit more of it in
this country - spirit of community, neighbors and all of that.

That's what the olympics should be about. Individual athletes shouldn't represent their country, which always makes it
more political and nationalist and potentially ugly. They should represent their home town or region.

*Fencing is really hard to follow on tv and | don't understand the rules to sabre. It's a fucking rich kids' sport anyway.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tactical Genius - 12-08-2008 14:35

Togo is tropical rainforest in the south and the further you go inland the more elevated the terrain (as well as drier).

West Africa is criss-crossed with rivers (hence the lack of drought) not that you would want to go canoeing in them.

But then going thorugh the tricky gates must be childsplay compared to going down his local river on a hollowed out tree,
whilst avoiding crocodiles, Hippo's and migrating wilderbeast.

no 5 second penalties if you get it wrong there i can tell ya!

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 12-08-2008 14:38

Erm, not necessarily.

The Harlem-based Peter Westbrook Foundation has taught fencing to thousands of inner city kids; a half dozen of them
have gone on to represent the US in the Olympics.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tactical Genius - 12-08-2008 14:44

Fencing is stabbing for rich people.
Back in the day "Borer" was well known for his handiness with the blade (hence the name).
He would have had all those guys in the olympics but he instead got 5 years in scrubs for Attempted murder.

A great talent, sorely wasted.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 12-08-2008 14:49

Who are you picking for the sprints TG?

Can Bolt do the double?
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 14:52

The Harlem-based Peter Westbrook Foundation has taught fencing to thousands of inner city kids; a half dozen of them
have gone on to represent the US in the Olympics.

Ok, except them.

But that's a notable exception.

The three US girls who won medals in sabre were definitely not from the wrong side of the tracks. It's very expensive, |
have been told by a friend of mine who finished 6th or thereabouts in the world junior olympics, but then got out of it
before she could go for the real olympics because she was tired of the expense, the travel, the snotty younger girls, and
wanted to get on with her urban planning career. She went to Yale and her parents somehow paid for her to go all over
creation to compete.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tactical Genius - 12-08-2008 15:22

The Sprints is a Tough one.

Powell although the most consistently fastest has questionable big event temprement as the last two world
Championships showed.

Tyson Gay has been nursing a thigh injury, but if fit only has the 100m to concentrate on.

Bolt has the best form coming into this but how quick will he be after 4 rounds of heats is yes to be determined.
With no Gay in the 200m, it Should be an easy win for Bolt.

On a hunch i would have:

1. Gay

2. Bolt

3. one other

But if the Grand prix Powell turns up instead of the competition one, he will win.

What i am saying is i havn't a clue.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 12-08-2008 15:36

nd got to see how worked up that are is for Sean Johnson, the 16-year-old gymnast from West Des Moines. She's a local
hero.

do her paretns know they've given her a boys name? There's something so....so...... er..... about a sculpture made out of
butter.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 15:44

My mistake. It's spelled Shawn, but pronounced like Sean. It's not such an uncommon girl's name over here.
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Two years ago, the sculpture was of Brandon Routh as Superman, because he's from lowa (Routh is, not Superman.
Superman is from Krypton).

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Purves Grundy - 12-08-2008 18:02

Wildebeest in Togo?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 12-08-2008 18:43

It's spelled Shawn, but pronounced like Sean.

Would you pronounce those differently?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 18:47

You could pronounce it Show'n, rhyming with the way some Baltimoreans say "on." Some people pronounce Sean that
way too.

Sean looks more like Seen than Shawn.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 12-08-2008 18:50

See, I'd have guessed that most Americans would pronounce both kind of like "Shaan". But | could well be wrong.

Sorry, everyone. I'm more interested in this kind of thing than in the Olympics, | think.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 12-08-2008 18:51

Reed of the Valley People wrote:
Sean looks more like Seen than Shawn.

Yeah, but it's from another language.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 12-08-2008 18:51

It's spelled Shawn, but pronounced like Sean.
that's the same thing. it's just an american spelling(?) of the name. It's the Irish for John.

Actually it's spelled Sean, so the aaah sound is lengthened.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 18:53

Also, apparently her middle name is Machel. It seems here parents really wanted a boy.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 12-08-2008 18:56

It always cracks me up how everyone in America pronounces "Caitlin" as "Kate-lyn", even though the original is
supposed to be pronounced "Cathleen”.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 19:04

Really? For us those are two different names. We also have Kathleen.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 12-08-2008 19:16

Hieronymus of Hesselink wrote:

It always cracks me up how everyone in America pronounces "Caitlin" as "Kate-lyn", even though the original is
supposed to be pronounced "Cathleen".

Really though...would you expect someone to pronounce it with an "H" after the T, just looking at the spelling?

Sean looks more like Seen than Shawn.

Which is why my wife pronounces Sean as "seen" when talking about the actor Sean Bean.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 12-08-2008 19:17

The diaspora have lost their way a bit . . .

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 12-08-2008 19:19

Getting back to Reed's comments about Shawn Johnson, | hate how NBC and the rest of the media always seems to
pick out one female American gymnast as The One, the darling that we all have to root for. It's definitely her this year.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 12-08-2008 19:27
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Inca wrote:

Hieronymus of Hesselink wrote:

It always cracks me up how everyone in America pronounces "Caitlin" as "Kate-lyn", even though the original is
supposed to be pronounced "Cathleen".

Really though...would you expect someone to pronounce it with an "H" after the T, just looking at the spelling?
We're splitting hairs a bit here.

Caitlin is an Irish name, and its closest English equivalent is Cathleen.

I'd imagine someone in America saw it written down, began saying it phonetically without finding out the correct
pronunciation, and it caught on from there.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 19:36

She does have the best results in recent events.

We complain about this every four years. It's never going to change. The olympics is simply not marketed to "real" sports
fans. It's marketed to the so-called "casual” fan.

Real sports fans like you or me or sports writers (like Mike Wilbon who was just making this same point on the radio)
would prefer to see amazing athletes regardless of where they're from, including, or perhaps especially, in sports we
don't get to see in the USA very often, because as sports fans we appreciate that sort of thing.

NBC pays a lot for these rights, so they need to get the best ratings they can and the best way to get ratings is to give
the largest mass of American viewers what they want to see. And, unfortuntely, what real fans want is not what the great
mass of casual fans want - or at least, it's not what they think they want.

What the bulk of Americans want to see is, apparently, charismatic, usually white, USA athletes winning lots of medals in
sports that Americans are already at least vaguely familiar with, interspersed with cloying, self-congratulatory human
interest stories. And then they put Jim Lampley and Bob Costas in the studio HQ to make it all seem like a real sports
broadcast.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 12-08-2008 19:37

The "i" makes the "t" soft. Not as soft as "th", but basically that.

"Sean" would be pronounced much like "Sian" - ie "shan". It means "old". It needs an accent ("uru
properly; "Sean". Misplace it as "Séan", and it would be pronounced like my name...

) to be pronounced

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 12-08-2008 19:37

It's the one big crossover Irish name (with Sean, perhaps).

The vast majority of Caitlin's have next to no Irish heritage.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 12-08-2008 19:44

A-ha.
A cross post that illustrates the point.
In "American", Sian, Sean and Shawn are homonymes.

We are Philistines, | know.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 12-08-2008 20:11

Reed of the Valley People wrote:
She does have the best results in recent events.

We complain about this every four years. It's never going to change. The olympics is simply not marketed to "real" sports
fans. It's marketed to the so-called "casual" fan.

Real sports fans like you or me or sports writers (like Mike Wilbon who was just making this same point on the radio)
would prefer to see amazing athletes regardless of where they're from, including, or perhaps especially, in sports we
don't get to see in the USA very often, because as sports fans we appreciate that sort of thing.

NBC pays a lot for these rights, so they need to get the best ratings they can and the best way to get ratings is to give
the largest mass of American viewers what they want to see. And, unfortuntely, what real fans want is not what the great
mass of casual fans want - or at least, it's not what they think they want.

What the bulk of Americans want to see is, apparently, charismatic, usually white, USA athletes winning lots of medals in
sports that Americans are already at least vaguely familiar with, interspersed with cloying, self-congratulatory human
interest stories. And then they put Jim Lampley and Bob Costas in the studio HQ to make it all seem like a real sports
broadcast.

| don't have a problem with NBC only promoting the American gymnasts. It's that they seem to just focus on only one out
of the group of six. Seems that Shawn Johnson has gotten all of the endorsements, also. There was an article in Play,
the NYT sports mag a few weeks ago, about the marketing of gymnasts, and how this is their one time to make some
money, but | don't know how Johnson became the golden girl this time around and not one of her fellow teammates,
even if she has gotten the best scores. The Sacramone girl is the captain of the team--you'd think she'd get more
attention because of that.

But my god--that piece introducting the US gymnasts on Monday night narrated by Al Trautwig was one of the most
bombastic, faux dramatic things I've seen on a sports broadcast. It alluded to all sorts of drama and past events without
ever explaining what they were talking about, and my wife and | were confused and guessed it was all stuff that we were
supposed to have memorized by now.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 20:31

Al Trautwig is the king of that sort of thing.

Shawn Johnson is supposed to be the ace of the team, but she's among the youngest so she's not the captain. Likewise,
Kevin Tan is the captain of the men's team, but he is not supposed to be their best athlete. | know that because he
competed for Penn State and is now a coach there, so he's gotten a fair amount of local coverage in State College, but
nothing like he would if he were a woman gymnast.
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It alluded to all sorts of drama and past events without ever explaining what they were talking about, and my wife and |
were confused and guessed it was all stuff that we were supposed to have memorized by now.

And yet The Des Moines Register mentions Shawn Johnson is from West Des Moines in each article on her as if readers
might not be aware. She practically has her own section of the newspaper now, so that's a bit like the Boston Globe
reminding readers that the Red Sox play at Fenway.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 12-08-2008 20:33

One of the shots in the promo thing showed the floods in lowa, but | don't know if her house was flooded, or what.

Al Trautwig was okay on the Tour de France coverage on OLN/Versus, but he wasn't on it this year.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 20:45

Her house wasn't flooded that | know of but her gym, where she is coached by the guy who is also the US Head Coach,
was seriously flooded. In the grand scheme of things, | don't think it was a massive setback for them.

Al Trautwig is better at cycling, but in general he's the go-to guy whenever a TV producer wants to drum up some hype.
The color commentator is some guy who whines about the judging.

In general, however, | think NBC gets the right people. For the cycling, they got Phil Legget. It just wouldn't feel like a
proper cycling event without Phil. For the beach volleyball, they got that guy that always does beach volleyball. For
swimming, they got Rowdy Gaines. | don't know who the rowing commentators were but they seem to know an awful lot
about rowing.

Who is doing the soccer?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 12-08-2008 21:11

Right, Catherine in Irish is Caitriona, which is shortened to Triona or riona. It's also shortened to Cait, which has a long
aaah sound. (caaw-tch) this was anglicised as kate. The diminutive is Caitlin, or Cathleen, with is also Kate-lyn. So
basically the names Kate and all compounds are generally of Irish origin, and unless you're of russian origin Katrina (or
similar sounding name) is probably also of irish origin. Also pretty much any name that ends in een, or in. like Kevin or
colin. (little colm)

to clarify, Kate is originally of greek origin, and also a traditionally english name, but would have been a much more
common name amongst the irish immigrants to the US, leading to its widespread use.

The big crossover Irish name in amongst english footballers appears to be ciaran.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 12-08-2008 21:26

AIATL: what about the name Evan? [I've read things that say that it's Irish, but also others that say it's Welsh.

Reed: soccer...eh. They got Adrian Healy to do some pbp, which is really good, but then they also brought in Marcelo
Balboa and Shep Messing.
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NBC's soccer commentators include JP Dellacamera, Glenn Davis, Adrian Healey and Steve Cangialosi (play-by-play)
and Marcelo Balboa, Brandi Chastain, Shep Messing and Lori Walker (analysts).

| don't know if any of them are in China--I read that JP/Balboa were going to be there, but I've seen Balboa come on after
a game and he was in NY. | don't know all of the pairings, aside from JP/Balboa. I've only heard Healy during women's
games.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Nishlord - 12-08-2008 21:27

A handy way out for London in 4 years; cheat.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 12-08-2008 21:37

Hmmm, I'm only familiar with Delecamera and Balboa.

| think that for the olympics, all corporate allegiances should be forgotten and NBC should be allowed to feature the best
of the best for every sport regardless of what network they usually work for.

They should get Vin Scully to do both the softball and the baseball. That would give all the games an air of importance.
Al Michaels should be involved somehow.

With the sports Americans don't know, maybe they could put in a familiar voice to help us out, like have Keith Jackson do
team handball.

Side question - with the win over Japan and the draw against Holland (should have won), what does the USA have to do
against Nigeria to go through?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 12-08-2008 21:49

Well, the US currently leads the group--they and Nigeria both have 4 points, the Dutch have 2. Both the US and Nigeria
have a goal difference of +1, but the US has scored 3 goals, Nigeria 2. So a draw would be enough, even if the Dutch go
out and really beat Japan and move into first in terms of goals scored/difference.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 12-08-2008 22:17

Inca, I've only ever come across one Irish evan. various websites give an unconvincing story that it is related to Eoin
(owen) or Ewan/Euan (you-an) but those are entirely different sounds. | would say that it is definitely welsh

another welsh name that is inexplicably popular in america is Megan, which aparently is the welsh for Margaret.
There are a couple of things about irish names that should be remembered. Before the famine, when the Catholic church

was more localised, than romanised, people had loads of old names, particular to each area, names that have effectively
died out.
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After the famine, with the latinization of the Roman catholic church, it became almost standard for the first child to be
called Patrick, (Padraig, like the golfer Harrington) then you would have john (sean) or Michael (Micheal) or Thomas
(Tomas). The first girl in Every family would be called Mary (Maire) then Brigid or Bridie (Brid) then you would have
another saint like Catherine as mentioned above.

In my mother's family, in connemara, the names were Thomas, John-joe, Micheal, Mary, Bridget, Colm, Catherine and
Patrick. 100 years previously they would have been called things like MacDara, or Cunnla (conleth)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 12-08-2008 22:42

Cunla, a chroi, na tagann nios gaire dom...
Sean isn't quite John.

Eoin, or some variant spelling, is the direct Irish equivalent of John. However, when the Normans invaded, the country
was suddenly flooded with Frenchmen named Jean, and that was gaelicised as Sean.

That was then further anglicised, not only with the spelling variants you see, but also with my own name, Shane.
In short, the entire course of human history has been leading up to my birth.

| always assumed MacDara was a recent solecism, more properly a surname. No?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 12-08-2008 22:48

And | am the Life wrote:
Inca, I've only ever come across one Irish evan. various websites give an unconvincing story that it is related to Eoin
(owen) or Ewan/Euan (you-an) but those are entirely different sounds. | would say that it is definitely welsh

another welsh name that is inexplicably popular in america is Megan, which aparently is the welsh for Margaret.

Unless things have changed and | don't know about them, Evan is nowhere near popular in the US. | hated my name
when | was a kid because | was the only Evan | knew--took me to high school before | met another Evan my age.

| got my name because it's my dad's middle name (just something his family did--he got his father's middle name, etc.). |
have no clue how they settled upon that name.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by trimster - 12-08-2008 22:59

| don't know if it has already been mentioned on this thread, or elsewhere.... but what is it with these Americans playing
for the Russian basketball teams?

| actually watched a bit of the basketball, despite my usual aversion to the sport, and | think | spotted two American men
and a woman playing for the Russian teams.

| can understand Americans wanting to go and play for Russian clubs, if they are run by rich, dodgy millionaires.... but
why would they take out Russian citizenship?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 12-08-2008 23:01
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| always thought it was a central European variant, etymologically closer to lvan than to Euan.

If he's thinking of the same person | am, the Irish Evan is Italian.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 12-08-2008 23:06

macdara is the name of the fifth century saint who lived on the island maybe 600 metres from my mothers house. I'm not
sure if he existed, or if he was one of these local gods that was appropriated by the early church (like st Brigid). Every
year on the 16th of july everyone gets on a boat and goes out to the island where they have mass by the old church.
http://www.truelight.ie/images/mac2.jpg

It's also the name of Garcia's secondary school.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jefe - 13-08-2008 00:40

Trimster: To play in the Olympics, one way or another. Same as the 2 Brazilians who play for Tunisia.
Living in Michael Phelps' and Katie Hoff's hometown during all of this has been...interesting.

| was wide awake Sunday night after an awful commute home, so | ended up watching 2 hours of live rowing in the wee
hours. Awesome.

eta: | caught NBC broadcasting (some) of the whitewater semifinal and final run. The Togolese guy lives and trains at the
French national team's facility; they said something to the effect that the French whitewater federation takes in a lot of
third world athletes to help grow the sport.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by trimster - 13-08-2008 03:42

jefe wrote:
Trimster: To play in the Olympics, one way or another. Same as the 2 Brazilians who play for Tunisia.

Living in Michael Phelps' and Katie Hoff's hometown during all of this has been...interesting.

| was wide awake Sunday night after an awful commute home, so | ended up watching 2 hours of live rowing in the wee
hours. Awesome.

eta: | caught NBC broadcasting (some) of the whitewater semifinal and final run. The Togolese guy lives and trains at the
French national team'’s facility; they said something to the effect that the French whitewater federation takes in a lot of
third world athletes to help grow the sport.

So, for five minutes of temporary glory at the olympic games, they get to spend the rest of their lives as citizens of a
corrupt and warmongering country?

Helluva price to pay just to be able to put "competed at olympics” in your CV....

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 13-08-2008 04:47
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| was thinking of doing a thread on this because it goes to the question of why we bother with international sports at all if
it's so easy to switch countries.

There's one American woman playing for Russia and one playing for Germany, that | know of.

The woman playing for Russia is Becky Hammon (the link discusses her case, but sort of misses the point, | think). Her
only link to Russia is that she's signed a deal to play their professionally after the olympics.

The American coach Anne Donovan called her a "traitor" and non-patriot, so there's some controversy and a fair amount
of ink has been spilled over this.

| don't have any time for discussions of patriotism or traitors in the context of sports. It's not like she's helping Russia
bomb the USA. She's playing basketball. It's just a game. People need to calm the fuck down (that's my answer to all of
the world's problems, by the way.)

However, | think it makes the international part of international tournaments sort of meaningless. She doesn't speak
Russian or have any connection there. It's not like one of these Irish footballers who have an Irish grandmother. Russia
gave her a passport only because the Russian Olympic team needed a point guard. Unlike footballers who commit to
one national team for their whole career, this is probably the only time she'll play for them. It's pretty much just a rent-a-
player sort of deal.

If an athlete doesn't have to have any personal connection to a country other than a professional contract in order to
"represent" that country, then what's the point of having national teams play each other? We'd be better off just making it
a club competition like this FIFA World Club Championship which has yet to capture the world's imagination.

That might be an interesting tournament format for some sports, but it would be a shame if it totally supplanted
international events.

| don't like jingoism or nationalism, but | like international competitions like the World Cup and the Olympics. Most people
seem to like them only in non-pro or non-team sports, but | like them especially in pro team sports like hockey, football
and baseball.

It's just a nice occasional change from the usual professional competitions. It gives fans whose town doesn't have a team
in a top league the chance to root for a "home team™ in a big competition. It lets us see different styles of play indigenous
to different countries (although that's not as true as it used to be). For less affluent countries or countries where that
particular sport isn't super popular, it helps draw kids into that sport and helps develop the sport in that country.

| guess Becky Hammon just wants to experience the olympics and, | imagine, she's bitter at Anne Donovan for not giving
her a tryout. Fine. But she's taking a spot that would have otherwise gone to a Russian player who would have been a
hero in her hometown and help develop the sport there. Becky Hammon may become a hero in her hometown too, but
Russia's basketball federation's job is to promote the game in their country, not in South Dakota.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 04:58

the young lady who in happenstance is called Armstrong, has the strongest jaw ever. Bitter, that a British woman lost?

In this case, yes. Very. | will be surprised if Ms Armstrong doesnt use a porcupine to shave every morning.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 05:01

oh, and just one more thing: If any drug cheat out there wishes to try their luck cos they are not good enough, look at one
Mr Michael Phelps. He is a stunning piece of sculptural physical beauty, and proof that God, should she exist, is not
American.
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Mr Phelps has worse teeth than me.... its the only fault | can see in his otherwise unblemished caracter (sic).

Expect him to be president of the US in 30 year time.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 05:02

oh, and Adrian Chiles needs to put some underwear on... that is not pretty.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 05:05

sorry, me again: whats that fucking whistled tune that goes : whee whee whee whee, whee, whu whu wha, whee whee
whee whee whee whee oh for fuck sake?

minor hit last year... and fucking annoying earworm

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 05:43

oh, this will be a major help: can anyone link to that Romanian who did a double doo-dah, and then bounced off her
knees into a full somersault? round about '92, possibly earlier when there was one supreme Russian, and one supreme
Romanian, and | am looking for what the Romanian did, in, | think, losing.

*after thinking and searching, | am sure ts '88

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 06:09

Table tennis starts now, and now, and now, and now, and oh you lazy fucker, there, no, there, no...

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 06:13

Dunno, if any of you people ever got to a state where other people noticed you, but | was number 2 in Scotland for about
15 minutes, then played a guy called David Mcllroy, who beat me with a passion that | see in every Chinese participant: |
am fucking better than you, and you should know this. | do not wish to make you unhappy, but | will dismantle your skill.
You are worthless, as am |, but my worthlessness, goes to the greater good, and | feel no pain, whereas, you feel pain,
because | just MULLERED you, and you come from a regime, where, you, and no-one else, cares. Bye.

*Mcllroy was 5 years older, and | beat him easily in two years time, although | got slaughtered by the little bastard with a
bastard team, and his on bat holder (person) who were shouting him on from the sidelines.

He has since died his hair and become a transsexual since then... | wonder who won? Not that | care... | still play table
tennis, and he/she gets spanked with a table tennis bat. | think we both are sorted.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 06:31

in other news, the BBC are fixated with that silver cycling medal... its a quiet morning.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Bombanersson - 13-08-2008 07:55

| love the way Australian sportspeople manage to endear themselves to everyone, not just 'whinging poms'":

http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/beijing_olympics/story/0,27313,24152734-5014104,00.htm|

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 13-08-2008 08:39

aiatl, the weird thing about Megan (Meghan, Meaghan, etc.) is that many Americans of Irish heritage are absolutely
convinced that it is a traditional Irish name.

I've never met anyone from the US with your name.

| hadn't known about the basketball players; that's a bit weird, though | seriously doubt that she is going to do anything to
keep her Russian citizenship after she stops playing there professionally.

The "debate" on these things used to be about people playing for Puerto Rico (or the Virgin Islands), which have
separate Olympic teams, but in those cases the players always (or most always) had the requisite heritage and for the
most part were intensely proud to play for their "homeland".

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 13-08-2008 08:46

So, it turns out that the Opening Ceremonies were too good to be true.

"According to the ceremony’s musical director, Chen Qigang, Miss Lin actually lip-synched “Ode to the Motherland” to the
voice of another girl after the politburo decided her own singing was not good enough.

The replacement singer, however, was deemed not attractive enough to grace the world’s television screens.

The rendition of the “Ode to the Motherland” was not the only thing Chinese officials have admitted faking. Games
organisers also confirmed the seemingly live images of the spectacular firework “footprints” marching across Beijing
broadcast during the ceremony were actually prerecorded footage prepared using computer special effects.

A local newspaper quoted a spokesman of the company that worked on the footage as saying it had “done its best” to
make them look like live images."

FT article on this.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 13-08-2008 09:31
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According to The Internet, Evan is an Anglicisation of lefan, one of the Welsh forms of John.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Wyatt Earp - 13-08-2008 09:32

Sort of relatedly, is US "Floyd" anything to do with Welsh "Lloyd"?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 09:34

ursus: you dont honestly think that the pianist was playing that loudly? Or indeed the 6 year old girl was playing at all?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 09:37

*********************S P O I L E R********************

Dunno, if the mens TT is live or not (I did some work), but who is this guy Larsson? And how come he is so far ahead?

Blinding ride.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 09:38

****************************S P O I L E R*******************************

fantastic

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 13-08-2008 09:39

Actually, | didn't see any of the Opening Ceremonies.

What | thought was especially interesting was that the dubbing and casting decisions were made by the Politburo, and
that some of the fireworks effects were faked.

Maybe London has a chance after all.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 13-08-2008 09:42

Cancellara is ace.

He deserves this after the road race.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tactical Genius - 13-08-2008 09:51

London should hire Spielberg as well then.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-08-2008 10:15

This is the child who was apparently too hideous to sing at the opening ceremony. Looks like a normal cutesy kid to me --
did she get the thumbs-down because of her teeth?

http://espn-i.starwave.com/media/apphoto/93d19f96-ca83-4159-919f-5fba4d3453a9.jpg

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by wingco - 13-08-2008 10:22

Yes.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-08-2008 10:31

Couldn't they have just brought her to the dentist a few weeks before the ceremony?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 13-08-2008 10:33

but most seven year old kids don't have any front teeth. | don't think it would have been that much of a problem surely.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 13-08-2008 11:07

The best thing about these Olympics is the comments made by the Chinese on any BBC blog that dares say anything
remotely negative about China or the games.

One blog post poking fun at the Opening Ceremony has over 150 posts mainly from outraged thesaurus clutching
Chinese!

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 13-08-2008 11:21

aiatl, the weird thing about Megan (Meghan, Meaghan, etc.) is that many Americans of Irish heritage are absolutely
convinced that it is a traditional Irish name.
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I've never met anyone from the US with your name.
yeah, i've met a couple of those too. colleen and Shannon aren't really Irish girls names either. They're more what you'd

call nouns. (the word for girl, and a big river)

My name isn't very common in Ireland either. The saint that it refers to is Colmcille, a warlord monk that went into exile
because of guilt over all the people he killed in a battle over a book, and founded the monastery at lona. Monks were real
hard bastards back in the day.

Sort of relatedly, is US "Floyd" anything to do with Welsh "Lloyd"?

There's a lot of use of surnames for first names in the US. The idea is a very common amongst certain groups of
northern Irish protestants. (where | think the eldest son takes the mothers surname as a first name)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-08-2008 11:27

And | am the Life wrote:
My name isn't very common in Ireland either.

Are you joking? There are Colms all over the place.

My own brother is one.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by The Moral Animal - 13-08-2008 11:33

Georgia (or two Brazilians representing Georgia) have beaten Russia in the women's volleyball.

The Russian's weren't impressed.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 13-08-2008 11:43

aiatl, the weird thing about Megan (Meghan, Meaghan, etc.) is that many Americans of Irish heritage are absolutely
convinced that it is a traditional Irish name.

Megan is a Welsh name isn't it ...
pron. Meg-an not May-gun or Mee-gun

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 13-08-2008 11:55

trust me, the name colm isn't very common at all. | notice every time | hear it.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-08-2008 12:00
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And | am the Life wrote:
trust me, the name colm isn't very common at all.

Yes itis. There are three of them in my office alone.

I'll grant you it's not as common as "Sean" or "Patrick", but it would comfortably be in the top 15 christian names in

Ireland.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by The Purple Cow - 13-08-2008 12:26

Not any more it ain't.

Irish Boy's Name 2006

. Daniel

. Luke

. Cian
9. Michael
10. Jamie
11. Aaron
12. Dylan
13. Thomas
14. Ryan
15. Darragh
16. Qisin
17. Matthew
18. John
19. Patrick
20. Ben
21. David
22. Callum
23. Alex
24. Shane
25. Evan

2
3
4
5. James
6
7
8

Both my kid's names are in the Top 12.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-08-2008 12:28

"Callum"??? I've never met a single Irish person named Callum.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by The Purple Cow - 13-08-2008 12:37

That's because you don't hang around with 2 year-olds
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 13-08-2008 12:37

over the last seven years, Colm has been the 72nd most common name for new babies. Interestingly enough Callum is
the 22nd most common name and calum is the 44th.

in 2006 there were 97 colm's but only 73 colins. There were 179 calums and 468 callums, sometimes | fucking weep for
this country.

The top five names in Ireland for boys over the last decade are conor, sean, jack, james and adam (wtf?)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-08-2008 12:40

The Purple Cow wrote:
That's because you don't hang around with 2 year-olds

Who do you think | am, Marc Dutroux?
A cousin of mine had a son a couple of years ago. She named him Jack. Her husband's surname is Lord.

The poor kid is going to be having "Book '‘em, Danno -- murder one!" yelled at him for the rest of his life.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Matej - 13-08-2008 13:09

The nbc highlights for the women's team final in gymnastics was incredibly over the top. "Shawn Johnson is the greatest
thing since ever, and oh yeah there were some good Chinese gymnasts too."

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 13-08-2008 13:28

it could be worse. | was in new jersey when NBC were covering the 1996 girls gymnastics, when that american injured
herself but fought on so bravely.

Isn't womens gymnastic an odd name for a competition for pre-pubescent girls.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 13:34

Hieronymus of Hesselink wrote:

The Purple Cow wrote:

That's because you don't hang around with 2 year-olds
Who do you think | am, Marc Dutroux?

A cousin of mine had a son a couple of years ago. She named him Jack. Her husband's surname is Lord.

The poor kid is going to be having "Book '‘em, Danno -- murder one!" yelled at him for the rest of his life.
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DOubt it, and if so, there will be one smug kid who knows, and the sound of wooshing, and then punching of the smug
kid for being smug.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 13:40

Where to start? OK Emma Pooley being interviewed on the Beeb: lovely middle class girl who was rather exuberant (I
love her) and was covering the mistakes of a) the Welsh gold medal winner, who was either going in for synchronied
swimming, or couldnt get that smile off her face if you punched her, or b) the sour facedgirl who didnt win a medal and
fell off her bike, but was continually referred to as 'our team’, and hated it.

The weightlifting: FUCKING HELL. The camel-toe on the winner of whatever who broke every world record (she was
Chinese, and when she smiled the world lit up), but the fact that there was a 16 year old Egyptian girl who came 5th.
Forget the 5th... focus on 16 YEAR OLD EGYPTIAN. How would she do that? Yes, | know its not 'Arabic' but even so,
why fucking weightlifting? The Chinese girl could lift 2 and a half times me. She is 16 and can easily lift me twice (dont go
there).

The UK 4x200m freestyle for women: That will fucking teach you, you smug cunts. (the coaches, not the swimmers)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 13:44

000 Table tennis... S Korea v Sweden (I played the Swedish guy 8 years ago, when he was a junior. | won a game... and
got 3 other points in 5 games. He learned instantly to read my serves).

His problem is that he is rigidly stuck to defence, and when and if he attacks, he hasnt got the loose wrist to counter.

Although that was fab...

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 13-08-2008 13:46

he might win this... oh its a replay. dont tell me the score. (as if any of you baggages would know)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 13-08-2008 14:48

You know, ger.

You really should have your own red button channel. Your running commentary is infinitely more interesting than
anything I've seen or heard in any language.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 14:54

And | am the Life wrote:
it could be worse. | was in new jersey when NBC were covering the 1996 girls gymnastics, when that american injured
herself but fought on so bravely.
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Kerri Strug. She ended up going to UCLA (though not competing on the gymnastics team there--I guess once you've

won a gold medal, competing in college is kind of a let down). We were in a history lecture together, and she sometimes
sat in front of me in the lecture hall. She was always with two friends, who were also athletes...except they were softball
players, who really weren't terribly tall, but looked positively gargantuan next to Strug--1 don't know if she was even 5' tall.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 13-08-2008 15:09

though not competing on the gymnastics team there--1 guess once you've won a gold medal, competing in college is kind
of a let down

More importantly, once you've taken the endorsement dollars (and why wouldn't you?), you can't compete in the NCAA.

| watched a bit of the gymnastics. Shawn Johnson was indeed excellent, but her teammate Sacramore booted it. One of
the US coaches, Mrs. Karolyi accused the officials of creating an unusually long delay before Scudamore could start her
routine (15 minutes!) to psyche her out. Sort of like "icing" a kicker in American football, | guess. Whether intentional or
not. It worked. She said the nerves got to her. Bela Karolyi said last night that many of the Chinese are actually younger
than 16, the new age cut off for women's gymnastics. It's probably true - they certainly look pre-pubescent - but it came
off as sour grapes.

Fortunately, the USA women/girls were more gracious in defeat and pretended not to be at all disappointed. Adults
should be ashamed when teenage girls show more grace and sportsmanship than they do.
Kat Osterman pitched a no-hitter and the USA beat Australia in softball. It was on CNBC late night. | watched a bit. A real

pitcher's duel.

USA lost to Korea in baseball 8-7 in what sounds like a great game. Too bad NBC isn't bothering to show baseball at a
decent hour. It's not like it's a popular sport in the USA or anything. No wonder the olympics is cutting it. Shame.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 15:15

| was just going to mention Karolyi's comments (though the coach was bitching also). Was the whole thing on last night
on NBC? From the NYT:

While the Chinese team celebrated, Martha Karolyi, the United States national team coordinator, continued to question
the ages of some of China’s gymnasts. Concerns over eligibility on the six-member team surfaced before the Olympics
and have continued all week.

“One of the girls has a missing tooth,” Karolyi said, suggesting that the gymnast was so young that she lost a baby tooth
and had yet to have a permanent one emerge.

The grin of Deng Linlin, a Chinese gymnast who is listed as 16, indeed revealed a wide gap. To be eligible for the
Olympics, gymnasts must turn 16 this year.

“I have no proof, so | can’t make an affirmation,” Karolyi said. “But it possibly could be true. That doesn’t give an even
playing field. Certain countries go by the rules, and certain countries may not.”

But jeez, one of the Chinese girls that has the most suspicions around her weighs just 68 pounds. The team as a whole
averages 77 pounds.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 13-08-2008 15:59
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It was all on last night. Bela Karolyi is a studio commentator. His wife is still a coach.

With all the resources political capital the Chinese government has put into these games, it would be extremely naive to
think that they aren't going to assist in a bit of cheating here and there.

One thing that is positive about the US olympic effort is that it is almost, if not completely, free of political interference.
Certainly, I'm not aware of any evidence that our Federal Government has been involved in olympic sports. Our teams
are run by the little fiefdoms of their respected federations and their corporate sponsors and the US cities that have
hosted the games have done so on their own dime, with help from corporate sponsors, of course.

Corporate influence is a whole other issue. For example, | watched a US men's sand volleyball team play under the lights
wearing just the frames of their sunglasses, but no lenses. It looked weird, but it was pretty clear that they were doing it
because Oakley is making it worth their while.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 16:07

Not to mention that most of the Chinese athletes are in state-run programs from a very young age. The fact that their
proof of age are state-issued passports is less than convincing. But the coach Karolyi could have been much more
gracious, pointing out that their own team made mistakes, and no matter what age the Chinese athletes are, they're
under the same pressure, if not more, to perform well, and they did.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by La Lanterne Rouge - 13-08-2008 16:08

How come Britain is allowed a 14 year old synchronised diver and China isn't allowed 14 year old assymetric-barrers?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 16:15

The new age limit in gymnastics is 16.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 13-08-2008 16:15

Different sports. Different international confederations. Different rules.

Boswell sums it up nicely in today's Post here.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by La Lanterne Rouge - 13-08-2008 16:16

But only gymnastics, not other sports? Seems odd that that kind of rule doesn't apply across the (10m) board.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
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Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 13-08-2008 16:19

Like | said, each sport decides for itself.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ginger Yellow - 13-08-2008 16:32

I'm lost for words:
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/img/2007/olympics/1308_spainadl_sp_lg.jpg

Meanwhile the team seems to be digging a hole, well, to China:But a star member of the men's team, Toronto Raptors
guard Jose Calderon, insisted the ad was an "affectionate gesture".

"What happened was that during a photo session where the Spanish national team was unveiled, one of our sponsors
asked as to pose with a 'wink' to our participation in Beijing and we made an oriental expression with our eyes," he wrote
on his website.

"It seemed to us to be something appropriate and that it would always be interpreted as an affectionate gesture. However
some European media did not see it as such.

"l want to express that we have great respect for the Orient and its people, some of my best friends in Toronto are of
Chinese origin."

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 17:28

About a few pages late on that, GY.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Ginger Yellow - 13-08-2008 18:12

D'oh. | did check, but | must have missed it. Still, fuck me.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 13-08-2008 18:33

Wonderful ride by Pooley. Haven't seen her ride before, she really does have a beautifully graceful, high-cadence style.
Kristin Armstrong, on the other hand, despite a similarly high cadence, has a manner on the bike that Cadel Evans and
Santiago Botero would dismiss as ungainly.

What can you say about The Canch? What an absolute fucking legend.

And | don't know if anybody's been paying attention, but there's an American kid called Michael Phelps who's apparently
doing pretty well at synchronised swimming, or something. Might be one to watch in the future.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 13-08-2008 19:00

fucking hell there's a woman on the radio talking about how the chinese girl gymnasts are on average 77lbs, whereas the
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lumpen bovine americans were on average a saggy 106lbs. Well we all know who wanted gold the most.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 13-08-2008 19:09

Bovine losers
http://asapblogs.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/2007/09/05/gymnastics_95.jpg

Magical pixiesque winners!
http://images.china.cn/attachement/jpg/site1007/20080813/001109b42f9b0a0ccee503.jpg

By contrast, the 1956 USA squad
http://www128.pair.com/r3d4k7/19560lympicTeam?2.jpg

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 13-08-2008 19:12

gerontophile wrote:

Where to start? OK Emma Pooley being interviewed on the Beeb: lovely middle class girl who was rather exuberant (I
love her) and was covering the mistakes of a) the Welsh gold medal winner, who was either going in for synchronied
swimming, or couldnt get that smile off her face if you punched her, or b) the sour facedgirl who didnt win a medal and
fell off her bike, but was continually referred to as 'our team’, and hated it.

Sorry, | didn't understand a word of this ... what mistakes by who?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 13-08-2008 19:14

And | am the Life wrote:
The top five names in Ireland for boys over the last decade are conor, sean, jack, james and adam (wtf?)

And 2 of the top 12 names are Welsh names ...

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 13-08-2008 20:09

What's up with the second US girl from the right? She looks at least fourteen. Like, retire already, Grandma!

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 20:47

James Wolcott on NBC's gymnastics coverage. It's too good not to quote at length:

"A disaster of epic proportion" is how NBC gymnastics analyst (and former gymnast himself) Tim Daggett described

Alicia Sacramore's butt-landing last night in the team competition--a phrase that might be more judiciously deployed to
label a monsoon or earthquake that wipes out multiple thousands, or the aftermath of aerial bombardment. A gymnast
flubbing her tumbling pass doesn't quite qualify as an epic disaster, even if this is the Olympics and the entire world is
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riveted to the screen from the sanctity of their leisure modules. But rhetorical overkill is Daggett's signature yelp, treating
every bobble or half-step on the landing as a potential fatal rip (“this--is a nightmare") in the fabric of the heroic narrative
he and colleague Al Trautwig have collaborated on behind the mike as they pump up every gymnastics showdown into
psychodrama, soap opera, and Nietzschean feats of will. Hyperbole is the chant they sing, but where Daggett relies on a
few stock phrases of cheer or doom, Trautwig fancies himself quite the troubadour, translating the gymnasts' thoughts for
us as if their interior monologues were as wordy and portentous as his exterior ones. Gad, they get on my nerves.

There's more, on Bela Karolyi.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by teerex - 13-08-2008 20:49

So they ban cameras from school plays, but televise gymnastics. Not to mention the synchronised showering at the pool.
Anyway, let me just take this opportunity to send greetings from NZ to all fellow members of the Billy-No-Medals club*,

such as Canada and Ireland. There are now 50 countries ahead of us, and counting. Here, local TV coverage is reduced
to a travel show: "it's not just about the Olympics ... the Great Wall is not to be missed!"

(*membership reserved for countries you can actually find on a map.)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 20:52

Who bans cameras at school plays?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 20:58

Jesus--some Hungarian weighlifter's turned his elbow inside out while trying to lift. Not for the squeamish.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by teerex - 13-08-2008 20:59

Somebody in Britain, sometime. Might have only happened once, or not happened at all, but that's good enough to be a
"PC gone mad" fact. (FACT).

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Heliotrope - 13-08-2008 21:05

What about that swimmer Moss Something? Didn't he medal in his race? We only saw the semifinal heats last night.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by teerex - 13-08-2008 21:14

Moss got a medal in the 190m butterfly. Pedantic officials said he was fourth in the 200.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-08-2008 21:17

| was watching a bit of the rowing this morning, and there was a guy from New Zealand called Martin something who is
apparently the world champion. So he'll probably get a medal.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by teerex - 13-08-2008 21:25

If the BBC table (or my reading) is right, Greece haven't won a medal yet. As a fall from the last tournament, it's like Euro
2008.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 13-08-2008 22:24

| recall reading that New Zealand has the most olympic medals per capita.

| think New Zealand usually cleans up at the sailing.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 13-08-2008 22:27

The Greatest Moment in Weightlifting History

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 13-08-2008 22:29

Medals per capita is a hobbyhorse of one of the LA Times' sportswriters, and he's updating their Olympics blog with
those results. Here it is from yesterday:

1. Armenia (2) - 1,484,293

2. Australia (10) - 2,060,086

3. Slovakia (2) - 2,622,375

4. Azerbaijan (3) - 2,725,905

5. Finland (2) - 2,727,704

6. North Korea (7) - 3,354,156

7. South Korea (12) - 4,102,737

8. Austria (2) - 4,102,767

9. The Netherlands (4) - 4,161,328
10. Croatia (1) - 4,491,543

(Some select bottom-dwellers):

30. United States (22) - 14,467,840
40. China (20) - 66,502,230

46. India (1) - 1,147,995,898

India just got it's first gold medal ever.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by teerex - 13-08-2008 22:35

| recall reading that New Zealand has the most olympic medals per capita.

Yes, that's something every New Zealand sports fan will tell you given the slightest chance, even though there are
several other contenders for the crown, especially if you add the Winter Olympics (Norway, for example).

Jamaica must be up there.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Billy No Medals - 14-08-2008 06:52

| was watching a bit of the rowing this morning, and there was a guy from New Zealand called Martin something who is
apparently the world champion. So he'll probably get a medal

Is that Mahe Drysdale? | saw his 2km single sculls semi final. It finished with a sprint, Mahe just holding off a feisty Greek
for the last final slot. A Czech guy won with brawny Bannsider Alan Campbell second. "I'm looking fdr a medal for Britain,
Ulster and Coleraine" he enthused to that fuckwit Greeny afterwards.

But our most realstic hope is a dentist from Maghera in the velodrome. Wendy Hoekvanholland or somesuch. Although
she represented England (not Netherlands) in the last Commonwealths. I'm guessing that cycle stadium facilities in Co.
Londonderry are not quite of Olympiuc standards. Either that, or she's a Lundy.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by King On The Rye - 14-08-2008 08:10

India just got it's first gold medal ever.

Individual gold medal - they've won a lot of (field) hockey gold medals.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by King Mob - 14-08-2008 12:34

Fuck's sake. The Emms/Robertson phenomena proves to be spectacularly short-lived. Just as | was starting to develop a
real thing for Gail Emms, too.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 14-08-2008 15:57

How did the US women's sabre team take all three individual medals and yet not even qualify for the final as a team?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 14-08-2008 18:06
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ursus arctos wrote:
How did the US women's sabre team take all three individual medals and yet not even qualify for the final as a team?

They must really hate each other.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 14-08-2008 18:16

Medals per capita table, after Wednesday:

1. Armenia (3) - 989,529
2. Georgia (3) - 1,543,614

3. Australia (12) - 1,716,738
4. Switzerland (4) - 1,895,380
5. Slovenia (1) - 2,007,711

6. Slovakia (2) - 2,622,375

7. Kyrgyzstan (2) - 2,678,435
8. Azerbaijan (3) - 2,725,905
9. Finland (2) - 2,727,704

10. Mongolia (1) - 2,996,081

Selected Others:

13. North Korea (7) - 3,354,156

14. South Korea (13) - 3,787,142
25. France (11) - 5,823,435

26. Togo (1) - 5,858,673

30. Great Britain (7) - 8,706,273
31. Germany (9) - 9,152,172

32. United States (29) - 10,476,712
36. Japan (9) - 14,143,158

42. China (27) - 49,260,911

49. Indonesia (2) - 118,756,177

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 14-08-2008 18:30

My little nephew got very excited when my brother told him the olympics were going to show sword fighting, because he
thought it would be like in Pirates of the Carribean. He watched a bit of the women's sabre final and asked "When are
they going to start sword fighting?"

Olympic fencing really is disappointing when you see it, isn't it? | mean for a sport that is supposed to be sword fighting, it
really fails to live up to it's promise. There's no witty banter. There's no swinging from the rafters. Just two people in
strange outfits poking at each other until a buzzer goes off.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Mighty Mudhsuden - 14-08-2008 18:57

King Mob wrote:
Fuck's sake. The Emms/Robertson phenomena proves to be spectacularly short-lived. Just as | was starting to develop a
real thing for Gail Emms, too.

Blimey. It really does take different strokes to move the world.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 14-08-2008 20:02

Billy No Medals wrote:

But our most realstic hope is a dentist from Maghera in the velodrome. Wendy Hoekvanholland or somesuch. Although
she represented England (not Netherlands) in the last Commonwealths. I'm guessing that cycle stadium facilities in Co.
Londonderry are not quite of Olympiuc standards. Either that, or she's a Lundy.

We've got our first Gold since 1972 with the chance of another one in the swim ... we would have had a chance at a third
but the bastards at Team GB decided Geraint Thomas should concentrate on the team pursuit despite posting some
incredible practice times in the individual.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 14-08-2008 20:08

Ireland will get their first medal if light-heavyweight Ken Egan wins one more fight.

Having battered a Turk and a Virgin Islander into submission, conceding only four points in the process, his next fight is
against a Brazilian on Tuesday.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 14-08-2008 20:31

Inca wrote:
The fact that their proof of age are state-issued passports is less than convincing.

I'm not saying the Chinese wouldn't be above cheating in the "national interest" but what is the US gymnast's proof of
age? Or any other nation for that matter?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 14-08-2008 21:06

Birth certificates. The fact that they have breasts.

There's this
http://sports.espn.go.com/oly/summer08/gymnastics/news/story?id=3534544.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by mnb098mnb - 14-08-2008 22:40

Inca wrote:
Medals per capita table, after Wednesday:

1. Armenia (3) - 989,529

2. Georgia (3) - 1,543,614

3. Australia (12) - 1,716,738
4. Switzerland (4) - 1,895,380
5. Slovenia (1) - 2,007,711

6. Slovakia (2) - 2,622,375
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7. Kyrgyzstan (2) - 2,678,435
8. Azerbaijan (3) - 2,725,905
9. Finland (2) - 2,727,704

10. Mongolia (1) - 2,996,081

Mongolia won their first ever gold medal in the Judo today. This was in addition to a shooting silver that was won last
week. Quite impressive for a country where guns are banned..

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by mnb098mnb - 14-08-2008 22:46

ursus arctos wrote:
How did the US women's sabre team take all three individual medals and yet not even qualify for the final as a team?

Team fencing sounds far more interesting than it actually is. (It's not 3 on 3 is it?)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 14-08-2008 22:47

Jorge Porbillas wrote:

gerontophile wrote:

Where to start? OK Emma Pooley being interviewed on the Beeb: lovely middle class girl who was rather exuberant (1
love her) and was covering the mistakes of a) the Welsh gold medal winner, who was either going in for synchronied
swimming, or couldnt get that smile off her face if you punched her, or b) the sour facedgirl who didnt win a medal and
fell off her bike, but was continually referred to as 'our team’, and hated it.

Sorry, | didn't understand a word of this ... what mistakes by who?

right: Pooley made the break which sorted the pack into just some, and then the Welsh girl was more than happy. Are we
still talking about road race cycling? OK. The winner was the winner because there wasnt a sprinter other than herself
(and possibly the lady who came third) in that group, which was made possible by Ms Pooley extracting the pace either
just before, or on the last lap.

Who came second to the Chinese female gymnastic team? Was it the USA? Oh Reed: Do Better.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 14-08-2008 22:51

anyway, | have 10 days holiday as of tomorrow, and the Olympics dont actuallly start until tomorrow: athletics. Track
cycling. Table Tennis superbness.

Cant wait. Brit wise, we will get 6 more medals. And a gold for that phenomenal girl with the big nose.... she is a STAR.
(Ms Edlington, | am on your case. If Kelly Holmes is a dame, you are a total Marchioness. GO GIRL.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 14-08-2008 23:02

Bart Conner's comments on the Chinese gymnasts were good, | thought:

"It is insinuating that younger is better,” Conner said, "but it's not like we left home a lot of 15-year-olds who could beat
those Chinese kids. | marvel at how good the Chinese have become at such a young age. It's remarkable."
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There is talk of raising the age limit to give the sport called artistic gymnastics a more artistic image, based on the idea
that older women (OK, girls) would have more grace in their routines. Conner thinks that isn't the solution.

"It would be better to change the rules,” Conner said. "We want to see daredevil acrobatics, and it is much easier for
young, small girls to do that. If the technical demands weren't as high, you would have more ‘womanly' gymnastics."

Nil, good point. | was just saying that if the gymnastics federation is really serious about having no competitors under 16,
they should be checking thoroughly--yes, even the US--and not just relying on a passport. | don't want to seem like I'm
some "U-S-Al" chanting guy upset that "our girls" lost to "cheaters." Like | said earlier, the Chinese gymnasts were under
as much pressure as the Americans, if not more, and unlike the Americans they performed superbly. And when it comes
to stuff like the uneven bars, when you need a lot of strength, | don't see how being smaller is an advantage.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 14-08-2008 23:32

Who came second to the Chinese female gymnastic team? Was it the USA? Oh Reed: Do Better.
?What?

| didn't mean to suggest that if the USA had younger competitors they would have won or something like that. Besides, |
don't really care.

| just think it's a bit crazy to put so much physical and emotional strain on a pre-pubescent girl when there's loads of

research (so I'm reliably told, | haven't read it) that it stunts their development. That's the reason for having the rule, isn't
it?

| also think that if China was breaking the rule - and I'm fairly confident they are - it just shows how incredibly warped that
government's priorities are. They had their state department (or whatever it's called in China) falsify information on
passports (which in most countries is a bit of a crime) just to help China win a gold medal that they probably would have
won anyway.

What, exactly does that prove? Do the Chinese people feel better about living in China? Most of them don't have any
choice anyway and aren't allowed to complain even if they wanted to. Is the rest of the world going to feel better about
how the Chinese government treats journalists, Tibetans, muslims, etc?

It just seems incredibly petty and weasely. Well beneath the dignity of a great culture like theirs.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 15-08-2008 00:41

I'd be surprised if those girls didn't have birth certificates too. The Chinese like their paperwork. Of course, they're also
state documents. What thorough checks would you advocate?

In America, only girls who are interested in gymnastics will ever go to a gymnastics club. Only a handful with superb
potential or semi-crazed parents will do the training needed to become an Olympian.

In China, every kid who goes to school will practise basic gymnastics. They will all be tested mentally and physically by
regional coaches. The ones with potential will be sent to specialist schools which are basically training camps. The
parents don't have much say in this but most are honoured by their child's selection and the fact that all these schools
are scholarship based.

They continue to be rigourously trained and are ruthlessly jettisoned if not reaching their potential. Those girls look small
for their age but it's not impossible that they are actually 15 going on 16 and have been chosen for their build and ability.

| have serious issues with the Chinese system but it does produce gymnasts with ability and who are as tough as nails in
order to survive their training regime and competition.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 15-08-2008 01:28

in fifa competitions they've started to measure the bone density at the wrist to stop the kanu effect, but as you can
imagine that mightn't work so well with gymnasts.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 15-08-2008 01:36

The story is that the Chinese gymnasts age was confirmed by their passports which magically appeared in the last
several months after there were reports in Chinese media (which have mysteriously disappeared from the Web) that they
were underage.

| don't know if there's a better way to test it. | just think that countries should respect the rules.

| have serious issues with the Chinese system but it does produce gymnasts with ability and who are as tough as nails in
order to survive their training regime and competition.

And that is an important national priority because...?

And what happens when they wash out or retire at the ripe old age of 20? Do they get to continue their education in
something useful?

In America, only girls who are interested in gymnastics will ever go to a gymnastics club.

Isn't that how it should be? The ones that don't enjoy it or would rather have a more typical childhood and live with their
parents should be allowed to.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 15-08-2008 01:45

Reed, | prefer the American system. It's how it should be. Although it should be noted that some American coaches
haven't got a clean slate in overstretching either. It's not anywhere near as systematic as China though.

Topping the medal table has arguably been China's biggest national priority since winning the rights to host the
Olympics. | don't know why that should be or what they think it will achieve in the wider world.

From what | can gather the washed out gymnasts become coaches or go to college to become Physical Education
teachers. China has more PE training colleges than any other country according to the documentary made by the Open
University on Chinese schools. They take sport and fitness very seriously in Chinese schools.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 15-08-2008 01:48

Coincidentally, I've just been watching a documentary made about some of the Chinese gymnasts who were in full time
training for Beijing in 2003. One of the girls profiled was on the program. She was 12 in that training camp. There
seemed to be at least 40 girls training in the national centre full time five years ago with the aim of making the squad.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 15-08-2008 09:29
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Ah, the cycling: The UK have just broken the world record in the (team) sprint... with consummate ease, too.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Eggchaser - 15-08-2008 09:34

QUOTE:

How did the US women's sabre team take all three individual medals and yet not even qualify for the final as a team?
They must really hate each other.

Too much backstabbing, no doubt.

| see the North Korean pistol shooting silver medallist failed a drugs test for beta blockers. Tut.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 15-08-2008 09:49

In other news, the Glasgow pistol whipping team failed a test for vodka. Apparently, they hadnt drank enough.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 15-08-2008 09:55

Irishman (McLoughlin) has just lost to McGee in the pursuit. | think he went off a tad fast. 4:26 is a fairly shitty time. (Its a
fantastic time, but shitty in the context of the pursuit)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 15-08-2008 10:01

WOW. New Zealander (Raulston) does 4:18. Superb.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 15-08-2008 10:08

fantastic Wiggins. 4:15.061 for an Olympic record... this should be nailed on.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 15-08-2008 10:21

UK get the fastest time in the team sprint and face France in the final... as the commentator said, the Brits are on fire.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by wingco - 15-08-2008 11:14

Gold for the UK team. Pretty awesome.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by La Lanterne Rouge - 15-08-2008 11:19

| love the velodrome stuff. | wonder if having to accelerate out of traffic lights in London is how one trains for the team
pursuit.

Most baffling thing | saw this morning was the doubles ping-pong where it looked like the players had to alternate shots.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by wingco - 15-08-2008 12:18

Usain Bolt has just jogged to 9.92 in the second round. Jogged. Tyson Gay came a sluggish looking second in his heat,
Powell won in 10.02 in his. It's going to take geezers with sledgehammers to stop Bolt taking gold.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by The Moral Animal - 15-08-2008 12:21

Jamaica look like they have the gold and silver sewn up in the 100m, judging by the heats we've seen so far.

Bolt just jogged 9.92 in his heat - the guy looks incredible.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 15-08-2008 12:31

compared to other disciplines, how much does a 100 metres take out of those sprinters. A 1500, metre runner is probably
pretty fucked after a race, and even phelps looked like he was going to throw up after a couple of his races, but these
guys were just jogging.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 15-08-2008 12:45

The International Baseball Federation is committed to making it's last appearance in the Olympics especially farcical.
They've added a new rule that states that beginning in the 11th inning (in case you don't know, games go 9 innings, but
go extra innings to settle a tie), the batting team automatically puts runners on first and second and can start it's batting
order wherever it likes.

WTF? This is baseball, goddamnit. You don't go fucking about with the fundamentals just to squeeze it in a bit shorter.
Play the game properly or don't bother.

I'm pissed about Olympic baseball for lots of other reasons that I'll now get off my chest.
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1) It's more of a genuinely international sport (and much more of an actual "sport" some might say) than a lot of the other
crap in the olympics, but got voted out. | can only assume there's a particular bias against the game in Europe because
they perceive it as only being American. It's not.

2) The qualification process is ridiculous. If you're going to hold an international baseball tournament, the following
countries must be represented. Cuba, DR, USA, Mexico, Canada, Japan, Korea, Taiwan. Without them, it's not legit.
Then maybe open some slots for some combination of Puerto Rico, Netherlands, Italy, China, Australia, South Africa and
somebody else. In Athens, the USA didn't make it because it lost a qualifying game to Mexico. Nothing that important
should be decided by one game in baseball.

Hockey does it right, more or less. It manages to make sure all the top teams are there by basing qualifications on overall
ranking, not one qualifier.

3) The players in the tournament are a hodge-podge of minor leaguers and top pros. MLB won't allow anybody on an
major league 40 man roster to play, but the best players from Cuba and a lot of the best from asia do get to play.

It should either be all top pros, or limit it to real amateurs or, perhaps, make it an under 20 tournament. At least that way
there'd be some interest because fans like to see future stars.

4) Show it on TV. Baseball is, despite its troubles, still pretty damn popular in the US, but NBC has shown next to no
baseball and none in primetime.

Thank you for your time.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Eggchaser - 15-08-2008 13:00

I'm always bemused by the fact that Britain, a country where cyclists are derided and loathed by the general populace
and where there is no real tradition of reacreational road cycling such as you see in continental Europe where you can't
move for hordes of buggers in ill-advised lycra suits, seems to produce such astoundingly good teams for the
international events.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 15-08-2008 15:41

| see Australia have a boxer called Brad Pitt.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 15-08-2008 18:20

WOW and cycling sprinting: WOOOO0O0O0000000000000000000WWWW

so there.

Reed, you are joking right? Oh shit... not as if we had the thing in 2012, but this means that its a fucking windup.
Honestly only 11 innings and then a tie? BASEBALL DOESNT DO TIES, EVER. Fuck China, Fuck UK, and fuck

everyone who doesnt give a shit... fuck you. Do not replace the 3rd best sport in the Olympics.

Enough, Reed?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 15-08-2008 18:27
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Um, Reed didn't mention anything about there being a tie after the 11th--just a ridiculous plan to try to get the game to
end.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 15-08-2008 18:37

Right. No ties. You just keep playing regular innings until you get a winner. If they can do it in high school and the low
minor leagues they can fucking well do it in the olympics.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 15-08-2008 19:08

gerontophile wrote:

right: Pooley made the break which sorted the pack into just some, and then the Welsh girl was more than happy. Are we
still talking about road race cycling? OK. The winner was the winner because there wasnt a sprinter other than herself
(and possibly the lady who came third) in that group, which was made possible by Ms Pooley extracting the pace either
just before, or on the last lap.

erm ... yes ... it's called team tactics ...

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 15-08-2008 19:09

so, now that there is no such thing as the winner at the games, help. | mean seriously, why dont we have the best gam at
(so-called) our Olympics, and what the fuck can we do when it is not there?

(Not trying to be an obnoxious twat, but, WHAT THE FUCK is going on, and why isnt it on TV, to the 3 million people who
like baseball?)

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Jupp04 - 15-08-2008 19:13

| watched a lot of Baseball in Cuban TV desperately trying to understand the goal of the game. Standing around and
scratching balls means less points than standing around and spitting, right?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 15-08-2008 19:37

That depends on which chucker it is.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 15-08-2008 20:36
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Bolt's 9.92 when cruising for the last 50 metres may just be the most impressive 100 metres | have ever seen.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 15-08-2008 20:53

| would have a difficult time rating the impressiveness of 100 m runs. All of the sprints at this level are mind blowing. It's
something I'd like to see up close in person. | imagine it would be much more impressive than it is on TV, which is
impressive enough, like when | saw the 1997 Boston Maraton up close.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 15-08-2008 21:00

NBC, your online schedule blows. Tonight: "coverage of track and field." Very helpful.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 15-08-2008 21:01

Their actual prime time schedule blows too. Swimming, gym, swimming, gym, swimming, track, track, track.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Heliotrope - 15-08-2008 21:03

Plus, probably, women's beach volleyball. Sorry, but I'm just really tired of Misty May-Treanor and Kerri Walsh.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 15-08-2008 21:10

Jesus, | know. It's like they play every day.

On DirecTV, they have the Olympics channels all grouped together in the guide, so in addition to CNBC, USA, etc.'s
usual place in the channel lineup, they're also on Channels 750-755 (plus the basketball and soccer channels). When
you go to one of those channels, a message comes up that let's you press one of the buttons on the DirecTV remote to
see the medal count, a trivia question, and some Olympics news. It would be really cool if there was an on demand
feature that just let you watch the events. | imagine it wouldn't be all that hard to do, except that NBC would never go for
something like that.

The soccer and basketball channels are nice, because there are no commercials--instead of ads, they just have wide
shots of the stadiums with the ambient noise during breaks in play.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Heliotrope - 15-08-2008 21:13

To return to your comment a few posts up, Reed: | used to go to the Penn Relays when | was in college, because
students got in free, and even the high school sprinters were amazing, especially the Jamaicans. It was like you'd miss
them if you sneezed while watching.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 15-08-2008 21:20

Last night they showed some real volleyball early in the evening. USA vs. Bulgaria, | think.

The Colonial Relays were a bit like that, but just top college runners. No pros. | never got to see the sprints, but the mid-
distance races were cool.

Inca, what are these Basketball and Soccer channels that you speak of? Are they special for the olympics or something
new?

Either way, right now | wish | had satellite.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Inca - 15-08-2008 21:25

Reed of the Valley People wrote:
Inca, what are these Basketball and Soccer channels that you speak of? Are they special for the olympics or something
new?

Either way, right now | wish | had satellite.
Yep. NBC came up with these for the Olympics. They carry the live games, plus reruns. There isn't any printed

schedule | can find with what games are going to be on when, though, and when it's something like USA basketball live,
chances are it's on one of the other networks that has coverage. Both are in HD, which | really appreciate.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by jefe - 16-08-2008 03:16

US Soccer and basketball are aired on both the special (and HD only fuck you) channels and the regular nbc family
network.

Also, NBC's contining itss tradition of the past couple games, which is that USA indoor volleyball is the main thing every
night in the late night NBC coverage.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ursus arctos - 16-08-2008 05:16

The thing that made Bolt's 100 so impressive even for non-cognescenti was his visible lack of effort, especially in the last
50. When you see a guy win an Olympic heat while looking at the crowd and appearing to float to the line, and then see
that he's run a 9.92 while doing so, you can only be amazed.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Andy C - 16-08-2008 09:40

The only thing that detracts from that coxless four race is the knowledge that the commentator's voice, breaking like his
balls are dropping without a parachute, is going to be repeated ad nauseam in every clips compilation for years to come.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by teerex - 16-08-2008 11:25

Speaking of clips for the archives: in that rowing "dead heat" between the German and NZ women (and GB, almost) the
NZ commentator marked one of the most dramatic wins in his country's Olympic history by announcing ... that they had
come third.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by And | am the Life - 16-08-2008 12:38

well there's going to be no tyson gay in the final of the 100m.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by diggedy derek - 16-08-2008 13:11

I'm very happy for Bradley Wiggins. He comes across like a young member of The Kinks, somehow. Maybe it's the just
out of bed hair. But you can imagine him cadging a fag off you, before getting into an argument with his brother in a
boozer.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-08-2008 13:13

Ireland's chances of a medal in the boxing just got a lot better -- Darren Sutherland and Paddy Barnes have joined Ken
Egan in the quarter-finals by winning their bouts against an Algerian and an Ecuadorian respectively.

Surely at least one of the three will win in the semis?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 16-08-2008 14:32

9.69, and he looked like he was jogging. Fuck me.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 16-08-2008 14:34

He's celebrating for the last 20 meters. Fucking hell.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 16-08-2008 14:44

They've just interviewd Powell and the other Jamaican, and neither of them can quite seem to form syllables properly.
They just look dazed.

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 06:50



It's like he's from another planet.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by steveeeeeeeee - 16-08-2008 14:44

| suppose everyone in the whole world is questioning what could've happened if he hadn't begun celebrating 20 metres
before the finish line. | guess he would've shaved at least 0.05 off of his time.

Still, he didn't look like he really gave a f*ck about 0.05 seconds.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by robw - 16-08-2008 14:46

Jesus Christ that was well worth watching. Just imagine what time he'd do if he tried for the last 20 metres!
Felt sorry for Asafa Powell, that BBC reporter was really breaking his balls!

Big up for the former Fairport Convention signer/songwriter finishing second.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by SamLKelly - 16-08-2008 14:59

Usain Bolt has just prompted me to make my first ever post on Sport. That was absolutely bloody terrifying. Well worth
the few seconds away from Argentina vs. Holland in the OFT quarter-final (1-1 at full time with extra time to come, by the
way).

The reaction of the silver medalist from T&T said it all really. How can you be disappointed at finishing second to that?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Nishlord - 16-08-2008 15:03

That was like the video for Witness The Fitness.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Defensive minded - 16-08-2008 15:19

Did anyone else see the slow motion replay from Phelp's last win. To me it looked like Cavic had won. The swimming
expert on German TV said Cavic touched first, but probably with not enough pressure. Serbia's initial protest has been
turned down.

http://www.rediff.com/sports/2008/aug/16protest.htm

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 16-08-2008 15:41

thank feck, | wasnt the only one who saw that (Phelps lost).
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3 minutes before the 100 metres, had me calling all of my friends and saying ' Watch the telly, no, just do it'
wow
WOW and indeed wow.

Cavic won.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-08-2008 15:56

Bolt is so on drugs.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 16-08-2008 15:58

if only. Then everyone would say. oh you git. However, when he wins the 200m, come back here and apologise mr HoH.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 16-08-2008 15:58

next you will be saying that Dame Becky is on drugs...

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-08-2008 16:00

She probably is.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 16-08-2008 16:04

Damn... you mean Janet Evans was free?

In other news, Seb Coe is a wankbag, and anyone who wanted him to lose to Steve Ovett, must die.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 16-08-2008 16:07

Bolt's one of the least likely sprinters to be on drugs that I've ever seen. Look at him - he's gigantic, but not at all ripped.
Compared to other sprinters, at least. He has a thoroughly freakish physique, but not in a way indicativ e of the drugs
favoured in his sport. Plus, he's always had a physique like that. Interesting interview with Paul Hession a week or two
ago, where he said he was pretty sure Bolt wasn't on drugs, because he wasn't doing anything Hession hadn't seen from
him all through their teens, nor had his physique particularly changed. It's like what Phelps' coach said - he had that body
when he was twelve, just a little less of it.
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No way Phelps didn't get the touch, btw, though it was bloody close, and Cavic will kick himself. He himself says, though,
that the right decision was made.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 16-08-2008 16:12

ok.
Elsewhere, that Norn Iron boxer wiped the beejeezus out of the Ecuadorian. Superb.

Handy that his name is Paddy.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-08-2008 16:27

Not all performance-enhancing drugs turn you into a muscleman, Toro.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 16-08-2008 16:59

The ones useful for sprinting do. EPO or Beta Blockers* wouldn't be much help to Bolt.

*A North Korean double-gold shooter just tested positive...

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Tactical Genius - 16-08-2008 17:15

Carl lewis was even thinner and he was on Drugs.

Bolt ran 20:50 as a 15 year old to win the world junior championships. A time that would have easily got him into every
olympic final.

So his progression has been steady and consisten with someone getting quicker as they get older.

It is the ones who come from nowhere to run 100m under 10 seconds aged 24 that should be watched.

Bolt purposefully didn't go for the world record as he would rather do it in a grand prix and get the money.
| would not be surprised if he was slightly peeved he ran so fast.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 16-08-2008 17:19

TG: Everyone is pissed off with Bolt only showing in the last year. Personally, | couldnt give a fling fart. That was the
funniest pisstake ever, so sod it. When he wins the 200 and doesnt get busted in the meantime, then, brilliant.

And you know, just, brilliant.
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Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Toro De France - 16-08-2008 17:39

Lewis was objectively thinner, but (a) Bolt is a much, much bigger guy, probably seven inches taller and (b) Lewis was
more muscular compared to his peers. Ben Johnson aside.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Alderman Barnes - 16-08-2008 17:58

Drugs or not - and if you assume one's of them's on drugs you've got to assume they all are - that was mind-blowing. |
actually caught myself saying "fucking hell, fucking hell" out loud during the race.

After seeing what Bolt did in the heats | thought this was going to be special, but | didn't expect him to win the final by
three yards and bust the world record while jogging down the last twenty metres waving at the crowd. Unbelievable.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by gerontophile - 16-08-2008 20:03

AB: | am still saying fuck off, or oh for fuck sake.... | still cant quite believe that happened.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-08-2008 20:56

Toro De France wrote:
Bolt is a much, much bigger guy, probably seven inches taller

Bolt (6'4") is a grand total of two inches taller than Carl Lewis.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 16-08-2008 21:06

What's the point of watching these sports if you everyone assumes all the winners are on drugs?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ykikamoocow - 16-08-2008 21:19

Bolt is so on drugs.

And so it begins. One of the most staggering performances ever seen on a track was bound to elicit assumptions that
the victor did it with some chemical assistance.

Well let's look at it this way. Forget the race. Watch the way Bolt was engaging with the crowd and showboating for the

cameras before the race. This has never been seen before. Usually the favourite is in the zone, oblivious to the crowd,
the cameras, the whole fucking world. Usain Bolt was behaving like it was carnival time, seemingly oblivious to the fact
that he was 1-7 odds on favourite for this race.

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 06:50



To go back to the drugs issue, the purpose of hormones isto build up aggression. Now take a look at Bolt; his reaction
afterwards (and even during the race that he knew he had won after 70 metres) was one of genuine joy and exhiliration,
not someone who is screaming with veins pumping out of every part of their body shouting 'Who's the man?'.

Even compared to the other athletes with their aerodymanic outfits hugging their bodies, Bolt has his vest hanging out
like he's about go for a stroll on the beach. Christ if he was any more laidback he'd be horizontal.

Not wishing to assume anything here, but it is hard to act the way that Bolt did and be on something. It's just a hunch,
nothing more.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-08-2008 21:49

Forget the race.

"Forget the race"?? Hang on a second here. This guy smashes the world record in an event that is absolutely notorious
for steroid abuse -- smashes it despite visibly sleepwalking through the final 20-30 metres -- and we're supposed to think
he's clean because of factors like the way he wears his vest?

| could almost have believed it if he had done 9.68 while charging flat out, but he spent nearly a third of the race just
cantering along and began celebrating well before he crossed the line. It was so freakish it was absurd.

| don't believe in miracles, but | do believe in the balance of probabilities. Athletics history has shown that people are
right to be cynical about these things.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by ykikamoocow - 16-08-2008 22:33

| don't believe in miracles, but | do believe in the balance of probabilities.

Believe in the balance of probabilities then, whatever the fuck that is. Every now and again something phenomenal
happens in sport. That's what keeps us interested. Probabilities don't enter into it. If it did, then what's the point?

Athletics history has shown that people are right to be cynical about these things.
Be cynical then, seeing as your view of athletics history seems to be focused on who tested positive for what and when.

Last night BBC4 showed Black Power Salute, something which focused on how some US athletes were treated like
second class citizens, even while they were winning gold medals and smashing world records out of sight.

Athletes now earn a damn good living, but it seems as if this doesn't stop them being treated like crap; maybe not by
their own athletic associations, just by those who are unwilling to accept that they're clean, no matter how many tests
they may take.

And it's only track & field that gets this shit. Tiger Woods is only a few years from breaking Jack Nicklaus' record of 18
major titles, yet no-one would dare suggest that he's on something. Even when Gary Player, one of the greats of the
game, suggests that drugs is a growing problem in golf, he gets dismissed out of hand.

If Bolt does end up testing positive, so be it. You'll no doubt marvel at how right you were whilst having no regard for the
majority of athletes that will have won their gold medals fairly.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by hobbes - 16-08-2008 22:38

Bolt is so on drugs.
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You know, both legally and morally, you're on fucking shaky ground there.

And you know, lets hope you never end up on a jury.

and we're supposed to think he's clean because of factors like the way he wears his vest?

Why do you do this all the time? You pick a sliver of someone's argument, ignoring their main point and think that refutes
what they say.

The main thrust of the point made was that the known performance enhancing drugs is to increase aggression etc. At
least have the decency to actually engage with the guy's arguments if you're going to be so scathing about them.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-08-2008 22:47

| watched Black Power Salute a few weeks ago, and very good it was too, though I'm not exactly sure what the fuck it
has to do with this discussion.

Tiger Woods is only a few years from breaking Jack Nicklaus' record of 18 major titles, yet no-one would dare suggest
that he's on something.

Is there a drug that makes you direct your shots more accurately? Or chip more subtly onto the green? You can get all
the power into your shots that you want, but you will still be useless at golf if you don't have the basic skills required.

it's only track & field that gets this shit. Even when Gary Player, one of the greats of the game, suggests that drugs is a
growing problem in golf, he gets dismissed out of hand.

Rather similar to the way you're dismissing the idea that someone who has shattered the world record with embarrassing
ease, in an event dogged by steroids scandals for the past 20 years, could possibly be on drugs themselves.

Anyway, you're wrong. Cycling gets it too. So does swimming. So do plenty of other physical-strength-based sports. And
there are numerous good reasons why track and field gets it.

If Bolt does end up testing positive, so be it. You'll no doubt marvel at how right you were

So even if | am right about this guy, I'm still wrong, and I'm a cunt into the bargain. Good one!

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-08-2008 22:50

hobbes wrote:
And you know, lets hope you never end up on a jury.

Yes, I'd assess the circumstances of a murder/rape trial in exactly the same way as those of the 100m final in the
Olympic Games.

Dear god.

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by rick derris - 16-08-2008 22:54

anybody else watching the marathon?

Re:What are you watching in Beijing?
Posted by hobbes - 16-08-2008 23:04
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