Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by King Mob - 14-07-2008 13:21

Because it's going to happen, and it's going to happen this season, so | might as well kick off the congratulatory thread
now. With Manchester United shorn of anyone possessing as much as an iota of tactical nouse, and shortly to lose their
playmaking and goalscoring fulcrum; Chelsea players adjusting to a manager who might, impudently, have the temerity
to start telling them what to do and also having the best of their number poached by Inter; Arsenal being their usual
dilettante selves and Hull City still a quality target man away from being a serious threat, the way is open for Liverpool to
stride to the title, led by their terrifyingly astute manager and the best striker in Europe.

In short, only a fool would dispute that the top spot is theirs on a plate. Surely even they couldn't contrive to pull fourth
place out of the hat again?

Anyone who doesn't like celebratory bragging served with a large side-order of sanctimony better take cover.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by King Mob - 14-07-2008 13:24

Ew, I've started a Liverpool thread. Now | feel all dirty.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by indysleaze - 14-07-2008 13:39

They've still some work to do yet - they've only unsettled players at Villa & Tottenham so far - there's another 17 teams to
pretend they have the money to buy key players from yet!

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Spearmint Rhino - 14-07-2008 13:43

If they do it, I'll get £170.

After Spain came up with the goods, | spent a chunk of my winnings on going out for some tapas. | wonder what | ought
to do if Liverpool fill my pockets...

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 14-07-2008 13:48

Go to the drycleaners.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by wingco - 14-07-2008 13:53

Heh heh.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Spearmint Rhino - 14-07-2008 13:54
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Good work.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nico Rijnders - 14-07-2008 13:56

Did you go to Casa Don Carlos, SR? If so, what did you think?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 14-07-2008 13:57

The new signings look like this year's Josemis and Kromkamps.

Did Degen play a single minute for Switzerland at Euro 20087 | don't remember seeing him on the pitch at any point.
Dossena didn't even make the Italian squad.

Gareth Barry and Robbie Keane are the sort of players who, while useful on their day, simply would not get a regular
starting place for the three teams who stand in Liverpool's way.

Think it was a mistake letting Crouch go, too, especially when Dirk Kuyt and Voronin are still there taking up space.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Spearmint Rhino - 14-07-2008 14:02

Nico Rijnders wrote:
Did you go to Casa Don Carlos, SR? If so, what did you think?

| did, and it was fantastic (although the next morning | paid rectally for my decision to try the deep-fried pimientos).

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 14-07-2008 14:03

Every season | start with thinking "we could do it" and every season by Christmas (usually before) I'm thinking "I hope we
make fourth."

The annoying thing is, every summer I'm a bit demoralised and tell myself that it ain't going to happen in my lifetime, not
with the Siberian Orphans blood money of Chelsea and the fact that Imperial Lord Ferg obviously has a regular date with
Satan's fetid and throbbing member (how else would a team with Michael Carrick and Wes Brown in it win even a
game?)

Yet still by the first day of the season and our annual draw with Middlesborough or whatever pointless team we play |
believe again, only to be crushed, again.

It's a hard life supporting a BRC.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by wingco - 14-07-2008 14:04

Yeah. I'm mystified as to why they'd want to get rid of Crouch. | don't have any stats but I'm sure his goals scored to
games appeared-in ratio is high enough to prompt the question as to why he doesn't appear more.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by robw - 14-07-2008 14:06

Did Degan even make the Swiss squad? | love how Rafa seemingly doesn't really like Steve Finnan, and every year he
seems to buy a replacement (Kromkamp, Arbeloa, Josemi), only for them all to be shit (Arbeloa is ok) and Finnan keep
his place.

I honestly don't see the point of forking out £17 million on Gareth Barry. Ok, so he can on the left of midfield, but he's
now primarily a central midfielder. Is he really any better than Xabi Alonso? Why is Stevie G so gay for Gareth Barry?

If Barry does go to Anfield, does this mean Gerrard is odds on to start playing just off Torres, with Mascherano and Barry
as cover in midfield?

Also, £7 million seems rather a lot for a left back from an unfashionable team, with one Italian cap. | suppose he might
turn into being an astute signing as Evra has been for United, but | doubt it.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nico Rijnders - 14-07-2008 14:06

Degen wasn't fit, he was injured for most of last season. Left back is quite well covered, for Italy, but Dossena has played
for them before and | understand is expected to feature more in future, with Grosso in particular not getting any younger.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 14-07-2008 14:07

They didn't want to get rid of Crouch. He was offered a new and improved contract. Crouch turned it down because he
wasn't happy to spend another season as second fiddle to Torres. So the choice was, let him go now for eleven million
quid, of let him go next summer for nowt and have a demoralised striker on the bench.

I'd like to have seen Crouchinho stay, but he made the choice to leave.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Spearmint Rhino - 14-07-2008 14:08

Getting rid of Crouch would be all very well if we were about to pull a mega-signing (eg David Villa) out of the bag, but at
the time of writing it seems a bit perverse.

Nowt wrong with keeping Kuyt, though. He's ace.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 14-07-2008 14:09

Spearmint Rhino wrote:
If they doit, I'll get £170.

After Spain came up with the goods, | spent a chunk of my winnings on going out for some tapas. | wonder what | ought
to do if Liverpool fill my pockets...

Put it towards a season ticket?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
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Posted by Spearmint Rhino - 14-07-2008 14:10

No thanks, although | might think about subscribing to Setanta.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nico Rijnders - 14-07-2008 14:30

| agree in general about Finnan, but he is 32 years old.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 14-07-2008 14:36

Spearmint Rhino wrote:
Nowt wrong with keeping Kuyt, though. He's ace.

SR. .. step away from the drugs . . .

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 14-07-2008 14:40

http://images.google.co.uk/url?q=http://static.flickr.com/123/322170250_bal95c7cc3_o0.jpg&usg=AFQjCNFy_cDiEoiG_IG
HEOH_-xDcKW3nlw

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 14-07-2008 14:48

steve finnan is one of the few proper footballers at liverpool. You know, a guy who doesn't actually have a heart attack
when given the ball. he's also a very consistent defender. He's not hugely athletic, but | don't see any reason why he
shouldn't be in the liverpool team. He's so much better than that pencil chested geek arbeloa.

Left back is quite well covered, for Italy, but Dossena has played for them before and | understand is expected to feature
more in future, with Grosso in particular not getting any younger.

Neither is dosena. he's 26.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by ursus arctos - 14-07-2008 15:04

Dossena has a grand total of one Italian cap.

If Grosso maintains anything like the form he displayed this summer, he won't be getting many more.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Bill Poster - 14-07-2008 16:45
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No thanks, although | might think about subscribing to Setanta.

No, no, no, no, no!!! The level of Customer Service is shockingly worse than even the former NTL. They are still sending
me letters saying | owe them money 3 months after | wrote to them to cancel. They ignored me. The only way | was able
to cancel was to stop the Direct Debit. Hence the letters started... the phone line you can't get through on and they ignore
email. They are toxic, don't touch them with a barge pole. Use Sopcast and a lead to connect to your PC. The quality of
the picture is about the same anyway.

As for the coming season, well the defence is in better shape but | worry where the goals will come from. We can't rely
just on Torres who has been involved in a summer tournament. When he missed a chunk of last season the goals dried

up.

As for "contrive to pull fourth place out of the hat again?" - the last 4 season finishes have been 5th (2004/05), 3rd
(2005/06), 3rd (2006/07) and 4th (2007/08). So that's er... once out of the last 4 seasons. Hardly calls for italics does it?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by ale - 14-07-2008 18:10

the 3rd place in 2007 was on goal difference and by two goals only...

so hobbes isnt too far out...

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 14-07-2008 20:00

Eh? What? Wasn't me, ale.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Rogin the Armchair Fan - 14-07-2008 20:10

Anyone who doesn't like celebratory bragging served with a large side-order of sanctimony better take cover.

You can't stifle healthy Liverpool v Theatre of Dreams threads like that. It's what this board loves. In sly homage to every
other football messageboard in the world.

How does one begin?

MAN U HA HA HA U R STILL SHIT ULL NEVER WIN 5 EURO CUPS AND U KNOW U WONT U TWATS CLAYTON
REDS 4EVA HA HA

Something like that, isn't it?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by twohundredpercent - 14-07-2008 20:55

Liverpool v Theatre of Dreams

I think you'll find it's "Youllneverwalkalonethatnightinistanbul vs Theatre Of Dreams".
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 15-07-2008 10:22

There's loyalty to your compatriots and there's blind loyalty. | can only surmise that AIATL has not actually seen Finnan
play over the past year and a bit. He was utterly abject last season for Liverpool. He's been a good player for them in his
time, but he's spent now.

| would be surprised if there are any Liverpool fans out there who wouldn't think that third place would be an achievement
next season. At least all pretence that they are going to be able to compete for the same players as Chelsea and Man
United has gone, that acceptance of their status might be a positive for them as these overreaching expectations have
probably hindered them. Indeed, | see the big four becoming the big two and th next two - Chelsea and Man United
competing for the title and Arsenal and Liverpool competing for third place.

I'll disagree with the consensus on Crouch. Beyond Torres, Liverpool don't have a decent striker to my mind, but by mere
dint of nationality Crouch at least can bring in the most cash to be spent elsewhere on possibly a good striker.

Agger coming back will help the defence, | think that Reina should be due a better season too so they'll not be easy to
score against as ever. | still hope for their sake the Barry thing doesn't happen and they're stuck with Xabi Alonso. He's
worth persevering with. They still have nothing on the flanks unless Babel can step up and show he can play for 90 mins
week in week out. He could also be a second striker but they do need a good partner for Torres.

I'm pretty sure that Benitez will play with two strikers again if he has two decent ones available to him.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by King Mob - 15-07-2008 10:25

As for "contrive to pull fourth place out of the hat again?" - the last 4 season finishes have been 5th (2004/05), 3rd
(2005/06), 3rd (2006/07) and 4th (2007/08). So that's er... once out of the last 4 seasons. Hardly calls for italics does it?

OK.... Surely they can't contrive to pull 3.75th out of the hat.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 15-07-2008 15:17

At least all pretence that they are going to be able to compete for the same players as Chelsea and Man United has
gone, that acceptance of their status might be a positive for them as these overreaching expectations have probably
hindered them.

hmm, not sure about that. Man utd have signed er...... and chelsea have bought what looks like yet another incredibly
overrated right back, and a 30+ year old that barcelona couldn't get rid of quick enough. Last season Liverpool signed
mascherano, torres, babel, skrtel (hahaha) lucas and a couple of others for a shade over £70 million.

I'm pretty sure that Benitez will play with two strikers again if he has two decent ones available to him.

haven't you been paying attention. Steven gerrard is now firmly established as the new Kenny Dalglish of Anfield.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Rogin the Armchair Fan - 15-07-2008 20:01

That's Saint Steven, to you.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
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Posted by dalliance - 15-07-2008 20:11

The Gerrard - Torres thing may work against the Fulhams of this world but it doesn't work against the good teams like
Chelsea and Man United.

Liverpool play too directly for that, Torres chases stuff and gets too isolated. A successful player playing in the hole
needs to be able to hold the ball up with his back to goal to bring other players into the game. Gerrard can't do that.

The single striker thing was by necessity of having one one decent forward but plenty of good midfielders to slot in
somewhere. Same thing with Kuyt at right midfield, little more than a fudge because there were no other candidates of
worth for that position.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 13:55

| don't think Benitez actually has the first clue about how to win the Premier League. Yes | know he's won the European
and UEFA Cups, and the Spanish title and the FA Cup, but his signings for Liverpool have been patchy, and he seems to
get bored of them very quickly. | think the transfer policy has to be looked at when you're shipping players out a season,
or -in the case of Kronkamp- six months after bringing them in. Hicks & Gillette haven't given him much money this
summer, although probably for reasons other than crap signings. | wouldn't trust him with a big Kkitty.

Oh, and Gerrard is vastly overrated.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Bill Poster - 16-07-2008 15:11

http://www.news.com.au/common/imagedata/0,,5268836,00.jpg

A big kitty today.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 17:26

Nice one...

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by gerontophile - 16-07-2008 18:03

Liverpool are currently on Channel Five playing against Luzern in a friendly. Christ knows why...

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 16-07-2008 18:13

| think the transfer policy has to be looked at when you're shipping players out a season, or -in the case of Kronkamp- six
months after bringing them in.

You'd rather when it didn't really work out with a signing that the manager would stick with him through thick and thin,
devotedly loyal, and utterly steadfast in his faith that this was the season, this was the game, where he would be proved
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right?

http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/670000/images/_672844 houllier_heskey300.jpg

Hicks & Gillette haven't given him much money this summer
If you're the club accountant, then you're seriously breaching client confidentiality.

If you're not, you're making things up.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-07-2008 18:21

Benitez has already had a big kitty, £75 million on six players last season. The result was fourth place.
Since 2004 only Mourinho has spent more money on players than him in the Premiership.

Toro, | assume he means that Liverpool should change their transfer policy so that they do not have to keep getting rid of
shite players after one year in the first place.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 16-07-2008 18:23

Yes, but if he wants to make that argument, he's going to have to account for the large majority of the players who have
been relative successes and stayed longer, rather than mentioning one makeweight right-back.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 18:24

Or change it so that they don't sign shite in the first place.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 16-07-2008 18:30

Ah, yes, the famous "magic flawless prescience" strategy.

| can't think why he mightn't have tried that.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 16-07-2008 18:36

muzo - benitez's biggest signings are torres and mascherano. each is arguably the best player in his position in the
world, so i don't get your "rafa can't handle a big transfer kitty" point.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 18:41

If you're the club accountant, then you're seriously breaching client confidentiality.
If you're not, you're making things up.

| picked that up from more than one "quality" newspaper.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 18:53

garcia wrote:
muzo - benitez's biggest signings are torres and mascherano. each is arguably the best player in his position in the
world, so i don't get your "rafa can't handle a big transfer kitty" point.

It's easy to say that about Torres now, he was a great player in Spain but it wasn't guaranteed he would successfully
adapt to the English game in one season, and Mascharano was "loaned" for only £1.5 million initially.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 16-07-2008 18:59

Which if anything only supports the claim that Benitez has substantial transfer-market nous. Unless you find the strategy
that got them too high-risk, and would like the club to buy only proven world-class players, who have previously
demonstrated their aptitude for the Premier League, on what you believe to be an extremely restricted budget.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 16-07-2008 19:04

muzo - the points you have just made contradict your stated view that benitez doesn't know what he is doing.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-07-2008 19:12

So because Benitez buys a player for £26m and that player turns out to be good, he's a transfer market wizard?

Are you guys actually aware of the amount of money that man has pissed away on average and bad players in the last
four years? Eight million here, six million there, seven million here, nine million there, all coming to just under £90 million
net, and still they can't get a proper challenge together for the league title. That's what Muzo means when he says
Benitez is a serial squanderer of funds.

It's incredible how much Liverpool fans are prepared to let Benitez away with because of 2005, though going by the ones
| talk to (with one exception) that tide is definitely starting to turn.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 19:25

Doctoro Doctoro wrote:
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Which if anything only supports the claim that Benitez has substantial transfer-market nous. Unless you find the strategy
that got them too high-risk, and would like the club to buy only proven world-class players, who have previously
demonstrated their aptitude for the Premier League, on what you believe to be an extremely restricted budget.

Benitez eventually paid £18 million for Mascharano but not before he knew he was good enough. Not exactly "high-risk",
where's the nous there?

The Alonso transfer to Juventus has fallen through, | hear, putting the Barry transfer in jeopardy. Sounds like a restricted
budget to me.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 16-07-2008 19:27

Let me put this in terms you may understand better.

BOUGHT GOOD PLAYER. PLAYER GOOD. NOT SIGN OF BAD TRANSFER SINCE NOT BAD TRANSFER.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 19:30

What???

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 16-07-2008 19:31

Well, | tried.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 16-07-2008 19:34

HH, i was only responding to muzo's point that benitez can't be trusted with big transfer fees. .

Are you guys actually aware of the amount of money that man has pissed away on average and bad players in the last
four years? Eight million here, six million there, seven million here, nine million there

i don't deny that if it had been sixteen million here, eighteen million there, twenty five million there, as ferguson has spent
over the last few years, liverpool might have ended up with a better standard of player. but as we know, the club doesn't
have that kind of money.

over the first few seasons rafa had to buy a lot of players because the squad he inherited was much weaker than those
of the rival clubs. if you have to buy a lot of players and you don't have chelsea money, it's obvious that the players are
not going to be top shelf guys like torres and mascherano.

nevertheless has still made some very astute signings in the £4-8m bracket - agger, reina, skrtel, crouch, garcia. and
obviously he has dropped a few bollocks - morientes, pennant, mark gonzalez. but as we know he is hardly alone in this
respect.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 19:39

Well, | tried.

DD, | assume you were talking about Torres. Benitez signs Torres for a huge transfer fee, Torres turns out to be good.
Well good for him. You give me Torres, | give you Josemi, Morientes, Gonzales, Bellamy, Kronkamp, Crouch, Garcia.
Guys who couldn't cut it or weren't trusted.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-07-2008 19:43

No no no, he has dropped rather more than "a few" bollocks. You are failing to come clean here because you have a lot
emotionally invested in this guy and you simply will not accept that he repeatedly makes ineffective signings.

At the risk of repeating myself, he has spent more than anybody else since 2004 apart from Mourinho, so this idea that
Liverpool's board won't give him the cash is bollocks. And instead of buying, say, one really good player for £15m-£16m,
he repeatedly buys three ordinary ones for the same amount of money.

And this idea that it's impossible for Rafa to find a very good player for less than twenty million pounds is bollocks too.
Adebayor and Vidic each cost £7m. Sagna was £6m, Evra less than that. Artur Boruc was a million quid and a few
jerseys. They're out there if you make an effort to look for them instead of whingeing that your board won't give you a
blank cheque.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 16-07-2008 20:21

The advantage that Man United have over Liverpool is that they are much more fortunate when it comes to getting other
clubs to buy their flotsam for decent money. When you're a successful side then clubs will come along and give you the
overpriced sum you paid for the likes of Alan Smith.

Liverpool have not had that good luck. Houllier spent a lot of money on the likes of Diouf, Cheyrou, Cisse et all and the
only proper money that came from dumping all of them was less than half the money they paid for Cisse back.

Man United and Chelsea are in the fortunate position of cherry picking a small number of players each season and
bringing them in to strengthen strong squads. They pretty much deal exclusively in the £ 10m - £ 30m bracket now.
Benitez is in a vicious circle. He could bring in one top player with his budget but he has major weaknesses in 5 or 6
positions so he has to spread it thinly and dilute the quality. That was the story when he wanted Villa originally, the club
couldn't go the extra couple of million so he ended up with Morientes and no progress was made.

So | think he's a little unfortunate there to be fair, though on the other hand he should have had some more successes in
the £ 5-10m bracket. | can think only of Agger, Ferguson did really well with Vidic (who Benitez of course was pipped for)
and Evra. Wenger is the master at that end of the market of course.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by ale - 16-07-2008 20:33

why is that down to nothing but fortune or luck though...

is not credit to be given for buying players that you know will still have a re-sale value if the transfer doesnt work?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
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Posted by garcia - 16-07-2008 20:52

dalliance lays it out pretty well there, though i think reina deserves to be considered a success alongside agger, given
that he's had the most clean sheets in the league every season since he's arrived.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by muzo1234 - 16-07-2008 20:57

Liverpool have not had that good luck. Houllier spent a lot of money on the likes of Diouf, Cheyrou, Cisse et all and the
only proper money that came from dumping all of them was less than half the money they paid for Cisse back.

Yes, to be fair to Benitez, Liverpool were spending heavily and often on mediocrity long before he got there. Eventually
they'll lash out £15-£18 million on Barry, but is he really that much better than Alonso?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by E10 Rifle - 16-07-2008 21:37

The signing of Barry could be seen as part of a policy of shoring up Liverpool's top four place to insure against the
unlikely event of one of the next cluster of clubs (Everton, Villa, Spurs) challenging their place in the Mini-League soap
opera at the top. In that they're drawing on a tactic - that weakening rivals' squads in crucial areas is as important as
building your own - they used quite successfully and ruthlessly in more successful days in the 80s when they'd buy
players like John Wark from Ipswich.

Barry won't drastically improve Liverpool's squads but his signing will weaken Villa's, and that's crucial. And Liverpool will
come no higher than third again, like they almost always do now.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-07-2008 21:40

garcia wrote:
dalliance lays it out pretty well there, though i think reina deserves to be considered a success alongside agger, given
that he's had the most clean sheets in the league every season since he's arrived.

But all the guys you mention in your previous post -- Crouch, Skrtel, Reina, Agger -- they're all decent players to varying
degrees, they do their jobs competently most of the time, but none of them would get a regular starting place for Man
United or Chelsea. Not one.

Luis Garcia was decidedly not good for the majority of his time at Liverpool, and while | understand why you remember
him with affection because of a few goals in Europe, there's no way in hell he could be called a successful signing. It
would be like me saying Massimo Donato had a good first season on the strength of scoring a vital winner against
Shakhtar Donetsk that helped secure lucrative knockout stage qualification.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 16-07-2008 21:43

It would be a bit more like you saying Massimo Donato had a good season because he scored the decisive goal in every
knockout stage up to the final of a successful Champions' League campaign. If he had.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
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Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 16-07-2008 21:48

He was there for three entire years, Toro. You can't dine out on stuff like that for three years.

Unless you're at Liverpool, it seems . . .

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 16-07-2008 22:13

E10 Rifle wrote:

The signing of Barry could be seen as part of a policy of shoring up Liverpool's top four place to insure against the
unlikely event of one of the next cluster of clubs (Everton, Villa, Spurs) challenging their place in the Mini-League soap
opera at the top. In that they're drawing on a tactic - that weakening rivals' squads in crucial areas is as important as
building your own - they used quite successfully and ruthlessly in more successful days in the 80s when they'd buy
players like John Wark from Ipswich.

Barry won't drastically improve Liverpool's squads but his signing will weaken Villa's, and that's crucial. And Liverpool will
come no higher than third again, like they almost always do now.

John Wark's stats in his first full season at Liverpool: 62 apps (61 starts)/27 goals.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by E10 Rifle - 16-07-2008 22:22

Fucking hell, as many as that? How the memory plays tricks... Still, my point stands. Liverpool's signing of Barry will have
a bigger effect on Villa than Liverpool, thus helping their glorious fourth place to be unchallenged.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 17-07-2008 01:41

garcia was a good player for £6 million, getting plenty of goals and assists, especially against the hated chelsea. as for
agger, it's not for nothing that javier mascherano rates him the best central defender in the world; he's like a more
focused rio ferdinand. skrtel is unproven, if promising, but no question i'd rather have showman pepe than watery-eyed
old edwin, a once-great keeper whose outstanding attribute these days is a jonny wilkinson-like ability to find touch from
any position. remember ferguson going nuts on the sideline at stamford bridge - "don't fuckin pass the baw back!"

i suspect van der sar will have a lot of awkward moments this coming season, if he is fit enough to play many games.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 17-07-2008 04:05

E10 Rifle wrote:

The signing of Barry could be seen as part of a policy of shoring up Liverpool's top four place to insure against the
unlikely event of one of the next cluster of clubs (Everton, Villa, Spurs) challenging their place in the Mini-League soap
opera at the top. In that they're drawing on a tactic - that weakening rivals' squads in crucial areas is as important as
building your own - they used quite successfully and ruthlessly in more successful days in the 80s when they'd buy
players like John Wark from Ipswich.

Barry won't drastically improve Liverpool's squads but his signing will weaken Villa's, and that's crucial. And Liverpool will
come no higher than third again, like they almost always do now.
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Warky's probably a bad example there. Robson had left, and had clearly known he was going, as he'd been reluctant to
extend player contracts (Paul Mariner was vocal about this in an interview a few years back), and the board decided to
cash in on a few players, to finance the building of the Pioneer Stand (20 years later they would repeat this mistake, only
building the stands first). Mihren was first out of the door, Mills, Brazil, Thijssen and Mariner had joined him. Ipswich were
in the relegation zone, and had lost seven on the trot when Liverpool signed Wark.

We then picked up 21 points out of a possible 30, (only losing one), and finished 12th, but we hadn't been a threat at the
top in two years, and didn't have the funds, player or manager (Bobby Ferguson) to change that.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 17-07-2008 04:09

Bill Poster wrote:
No thanks, although | might think about subscribing to Setanta.

No, no, no, no, no!!! The level of Customer Service is shockingly worse than even the former NTL. They are still sending
me letters saying | owe them money 3 months after | wrote to them to cancel. They ignored me. The only way | was able
to cancel was to stop the Direct Debit. Hence the letters started... the phone line you can't get through on and they ignore
email. They are toxic, don't touch them with a barge pole. Use Sopcast and a lead to connect to your PC. The quality of
the picture is about the same anyway.

Really? | phoned them up, got straight through, and they told me that | had to give 30 days notice, and tried to get me to
stay by offering me half price for three months, but the Customer Service bloke (one of the friendliest CS people | have
ever spoken to) very kindly pointed out if | took the half price offer, | could still cancel and have the last month half price,
so | took the offer, put the phone down, wrote a letter giving 30 days notice. No problems at all.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 17-07-2008 04:28

Jimmy Bignutz wrote:
John Wark's stats in his first full season at Liverpool: 62 apps (61 starts)/27 goals.

People forget just how prolific Warky was. In our UEFA Cup winning season, he scored 14 goals. Equalling the record for
most goals in a European competition in one season, held by Jose Altafini (1962/3). Only Ruud van Nistelrooy (2002/3)
has equalled it. Only Jirgen Klinsmann (1995/6) has bettered it. Unlike Altafini, van Nistelrooy and Klinsmann, John Wark
was a midfielder, playing behind two other fairly prolific strikers.

His last four seasons at Ipswich:

1980/1981: 64 apps/36 goals.

1981/1982: 55 apps/23 goals. (Brazil scored 28)

1982/1983: 49 apps/23 goals.

1983/1984: 38 apps/11 goals. (Gates & Mariner scored more)

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 17-07-2008 10:43

garcia wrote:

garcia was a good player for £6 million, getting plenty of goals and assists, especially against the hated chelsea. as for
agger, it's not for nothing that javier mascherano rates him the best central defender in the world; he's like a more
focused rio ferdinand.

So, thus far on this thread, we have established that Torres is the best striker in the world, Mascherano is the best
midfielder in the world, and Agger is the best centre-back in the world.

By page 5 | expect to see Dirk Kuyt acclaimed as the best defensive right-sided winger in the world.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 17-07-2008 11:48

that weakening rivals' squads in crucial areas is as important as building your own - they used quite successfully and
ruthlessly in more successful days in the 80s when they'd buy players like John Wark from Ipswich.

Liverpool bought Wark in 1984 when Ipswich were no longer especially competitive in the old First Division. Back then of
course you kind of had to buy players from rivals as you were pretty limited with your foreign options, though | think
guoting Liverpool here is not the best example. The team that won the European Cup in 1984 was comprised of players
signed from Middlesbrough (2), Partick Thistle, Northampton, Ayr United, Brighton (2), Celtic, Chester with two home
grown.

No teams you would call significant rivals.

Barry won't drastically improve Liverpool's squads but his signing will weaken Villa's, and that's crucial. And Liverpool will
come no higher than third again, like they almost always do now.

That's pretty debatable though and very much down to how O'Neill spends the money if the deal does go ahead. It would
only be a potentially duff deal were Barry to be a bargain signing and with the money they are discussing then it couldn't
be further from that. £ 18m can buy you a whole much better player than him, even these days.

Barcelona were weakened when Figo went to Madrid, though only because they went and spent the huge fee on
overpriced and unsuitable players. Juventus weren't weakened by the loss of Zidane to Real Madrid, they bought
Nedved and Thuram and Buffon with the money they got for him and Inzaghi and were the better team for it

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Max Payne - 17-07-2008 13:14

Liverpool are treading a fine line between finishing 3rd with a semifinal of the CL and turning into Newcastle.

Letting Crouch go is a mistake.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 17-07-2008 14:11

Before Benitez started, Liverpool were light years behind the top 3. They were 50/50 to get into 4th place. They've
improved markedly over the last few years, almost to the point where they're unrecognisable. 4th is now a minimum
usually (2 3rds and a 4th in the last 3 years) and they're a real force in Europe (2 finals, a quarter and a semi in 4
seasons.) And they lost less games than Man Utd last year.

The thing is, Chelsea and man Utd have improved too. Chelsea by spending £500m, and man Utd by consolidating 15
years of success and continuity with big money signings like Rooney, Carrick, Hargreaves etc. and a few astute signings.
This is the luxury of having long term consistency. You seem to infer that Benitez was starting from a level playing field
rather than a long long way back.

Yeah he's had a decent amount of money. Compare it to what newcastle and Spurs have spent recently to consolidate
mid table, and it doesn't look so bad.

Liverpool will probably finish 3 or 4th again this year. Maybe 2nd if someone has a meltdown. That, as far as I'm
concerned is progress. And if and when we have a team in 3 or 4 years that is consistent, with consistent management a
decent budget etc. and we only need 1 or 2 new players a season, maybe then will the gap be bridged. | think it's bizarre
to suggest that by not winning the Premiership in the last few years when Man Utd and Chelsea have had so many
advantages, is somehow a failure. It's like putting Lewis hamilton in a Red Bull and complaining that he's not as fast as
Ferrari.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 17-07-2008 14:53

Hieronymus of Hesselink wrote:

And this idea that it's impossible for Rafa to find a very good player for less than twenty million pounds is bollocks too.
Adebayor and Vidic each cost £7m. Sagna was £6m, Evra less than that. Artur Boruc was a million quid and a few
jerseys. They're out there if you make an effort to look for them instead of whingeing that your board won't give you a
blank cheque.

On a slight tributary, even though the sale was only a year ago | did a double take this week when | remembered
Blackburn paid only £3.8m for Santa Cruz and got 19 league goals in a season from him. That is a stunning bit of
business.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 17-07-2008 14:57

Even profligate old Tottenham showed you could get a striker who proved himself top class for under £ 10m.

Berbatov and Kuyt cost the same amount, a comparison which doesn't reflect very well on Benitez at the present time.
Though ironically Jol wanted to sign Kuyt for Tottenham.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dogbeak - 17-07-2008 15:00

Compare it to what newcastle and Spurs have spent recently to consolidate mid table, and...

.. it's still a lot higher? Going by the figures on soccerbase, since 2004 Liverpool have outspent NUFC to the tune of
near enough £50m (£32m if we're kind and consider net spending.)

At the same time as Benitez has been working his magic at Liverpool, we've had five different managers all striving to
impose their (idiotic, to varying degrees) philosophy on the the club.

So I'm not sure what point you're trying to make there. Just because you're doing better than an absolute basket-case of
a club, doesn't necessarily mean Benitez hasn't spunked a load of cash on pap.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Mr Beast - 17-07-2008 15:13

You would almost think Liverpool are a plucky little club battling against financial giants in the way Wimbledon were. |
certainly don't think Benitez can complain about the support he's had in the transfer market. And if they haven't got the
cash of a Chelsea or Man Utd he should be more careful about the dross he's bought.

Even so they're nailed on for 4th. If there were only 3 Champions League places for English clubs | would imagine the
reaction to Benitez would be somewhat different.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 17-07-2008 15:14
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Hobbes is going on as if Benitez inherited Walter Smith's Everton or something, as opposed to taking over one of the
strongest and wealthiest clubs in England who had finished 3rd, 2nd, 5th and 4th in the previous four seasons, winning
three domestic cups, a UEFA Cup and a Super Cup in that time.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 17-07-2008 15:14

| think that the most damning thing about benitez is that after all of his time at liverpool, and after all of his signings, he
hasn't developed any real style of playing short of keep it tight at the back and pray (which is pretty much what houllier
did)

He doesn't appear to have any big footballing vision, which is why he seems to sign players totally at random. oh and

http://z.about.com/d/worldsoccer/1/0/p/4/-I-/martin-skrtel.jpg

http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/media/images/42036000/jpg/ 42036994 cygan_getty.jpg

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 17-07-2008 15:55

as opposed to taking over one of the strongest and wealthiest clubs in England who had finished 3rd, 2nd, 5th and 4th in
the previous four seasons, winning three domestic cups, a UEFA Cup and a Super Cup in that time.

We got pretty colse to decent in 2001. It was when we signed arse like Diouf, Diao, Cheyrou etc. that we went downhill.
It's worth noting that the 2nd place finish was a high water mark. It was all downhill from there until Benitez arrived.

And HofH, | can't discern your arguement. It seems to contradict itself. Are Liverpool any good or not? Should they be
doing better or not? You seem to bang on about how awful the manager, the playing staff etc are, then in the next breath
your inferering that they underachieve.

I'd say with the budget we have and the shit state of affairs in 2004, we've ver much achieved. Perhaps not over, but
certainly not under.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 17-07-2008 16:01

hould they be doing better or not? You seem to bang on about how awful the manager, the playing staff etc are, then in
the next breath your inferering that they underachieve.

he's comparing the potential of the club and the money spent with the actual performance of the manager and the
players. there is absolutely no contradiction there.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 17-07-2008 16:26

But they're false comparisons, if he's comparing them to Man Utd and Chelsea who, as you so often like to point out, are
somewhat more advanced and more importantly, have been since Benitez started.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 17-07-2008 16:30
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Erm .. isn't it Benitez's job to close that gap, or at least some semblance of it? And hasn't he been given more than
enough money to do so?

When a club is able to splurge £75 million on six new players in the space of one season, then let us hear no more shite-
talk about how meagre their budget is. | wish my team could spend a fifth of that money on new signings.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 17-07-2008 17:39

We were within 11 points of Man Utd who had their best season for years. . We were also much further clear of 5th place.
Besides, I'm not saying the money Benitez has had to spunk hasn't been pretty good. Certainly not a drop in the ocean.
And (contrary to what you may think) | think he's done pretty well with it too. Any dross has been got rid of pretty quickly
and theres a great youth/reserve team developing together as well as attracting players of the quality of Mascherano and
Torres.

It's just, as Chelsea have shown, to turn a team from 4th place to challenging for the league, you need at least 2 or 3
times as much money or as Arsenal have shown, 10 years to build a team.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Mr Beast - 17-07-2008 17:44

I'm obviously the only person on the site who can't see what this veneration of a scuffler like Mascherano is about

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 17-07-2008 22:27

hobbes wrote:
We were within 11 points of Man Utd who had their best season for years. . We were also much further clear of 5th place.

But he's fallen back. Two seasons back Liverpool had more points, and were only nine points behind the winners. So,
the £39m net spent since, has seen you fall back.

hobbes wrote:
Any dross has been got rid of pretty quickly

Kuyt, Arbeloa, Skrtel, Finnan and Pennant are still there. And how has this thread managed to avoid mention of this guy?
http://images.mirror.co.uk/upl/m3/mar2008/1/6/CC432E41-BE06-0F0C-4274AB58BFD634B7.jpg

The only reason he's need to get rid of dross like Zenden, Gonzalez, Kronkamp, Bellamy, Paletta, Josemi, Garcia and
Carson pretty quickly, is because he signed them in the first place.

hobbes wrote:
and theres a great youth/reserve team developing together.

Maybe one of them will get a run, one day, rather than be sold to Newcastle like Danny Guthrie just has.

hobbes wrote:
as well as attracting players of the quality of Mascherano and Torres.

He has Liverpool's history, a virtually guaranteed place in the Champions League and a whopping amount of wages to
tempt players with. Unless you think Mascherano signed for West Ham because he liked the cut of Alan Pardew's jib.

hobbes wrote:
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It's just, as Chelsea have shown, to turn a team from 4th place to challenging for the league, you need at least 2 or 3
times as much money or as Arsenal have shown, 10 years to build a team.

Wenger's built four teams in that time (three of which won the title), and it only took him 20 months to win the title.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 17-07-2008 22:28

Mr Beast wrote:
I'm obviously the only person on the site who can't see what this veneration of a scuffler like Mascherano is about

No, you're not.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 17-07-2008 22:40

Mascherano is the Argentinian David Batty.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 17-07-2008 22:47

Wow. All three stooges have posted on this single thread since 18:44. What's the chances of that....

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 17-07-2008 22:49

By your use of the word "since", you do realise that you have just called yourself a stooge?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 17-07-2008 22:57

Kuyt, Arbeloa, Skrtel, Finnan and Pennant are still there.

Finnan has been a consistently good performer, Skrtel has been there 6 months and apart from one bad game has
looked really solid (seriously, where does the idea that he's rubbish come from? | honestly don't get it) Pennant was a
panic buy who'll probably go this summer (but had a few good games.) Arbeloa is a £3m utility player who can play
anywhere in the back 4 and had Messi in his pocket in one of his first games (and made the Spanish squad this
Summer.) Not brilliant, but better than Wes Fucking Brown by about 15000 miles.

Kuyt is a weird one in that he was wanted by 4 or 5 teams, didn't score as he ought to have done but has turned into a
decent wide forward in a 4-3-3. Not brilliant and not worth £10m perhaps, but pretty good support for Torres.

| also notice that Morientes was used in a few posts as evidence of Rafa's ineptitude. He never worked out, but it was
hardly a stupid buy. He was a proven striker who scored consistently in 2 of Europes leagues and in European
competition. Who could have seen that he'd be so spectacularly poor in the Premiership.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 17-07-2008 22:59
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Well Curly, I'm the fourth person to post on this thread since 18:44 so | couldn't be one of the Three Stooges, quite aside
from having perfectly rational views on Javier Mascherano which would discount me anyway.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 17-07-2008 23:00

The only reason he's need to get rid of dross like Zenden, Gonzalez, Kronkamp, Bellamy, Paletta, Josemi, Garcia and
Carson pretty quickly, is because he signed them in the first place.

What a weird thing to say. All managers sign players and don't always get it right (Djemba Djemba, anyone?) All but
Garcia and Zenden went for a profit, Carson was expected to be England's next goalkeeper until O'Neil wrecked him and
Garcia was one of those players who fans just love. Inconsistent, but brilliant in flashes.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 17-07-2008 23:05

dalliance wrote:
Well Curly, I'm the fourth person to post on this thread since 18:44

You're the third. Mr Beast posted at 18.44. "Since" means subsequently.

Interesting that you automatically assume that calling a player "the David Batty" is exclusively a term of abuse and
nothing more.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 17-07-2008 23:09

Surely "since" means "including”

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 17-07-2008 23:19

No, it doesn't.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 17-07-2008 23:44

hobbes wrote:

The only reason he's need to get rid of dross like Zenden, Gonzalez, Kronkamp, Bellamy, Paletta, Josemi, Garcia and
Carson pretty quickly, is because he signed them in the first place.

What a weird thing to say. All managers sign players and don't always get it right (Djemba Djemba, anyone?) All but
Garcia and Zenden went for a profit, Carson was expected to be England's next goalkeeper until O'Neil wrecked him and
Garcia was one of those players who fans just love. Inconsistent, but brilliant in flashes.

Big clubs usually sell players on for a profit, regardless of how they played. The more money you have, the less you need
to sell. The fact that the fans loved Garcia, but the club made a rare loss, suggest that the fans may well have been
wrong.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 17-07-2008 23:48

dalliance wrote:
Well Curly, I'm the fourth person to post on this thread since 18:44 so | couldn't be one of the Three Stooges, quite aside
from having perfectly rational views on Javier Mascherano which would discount me anyway.

Take us throuh his blistering spell at West Ham again, will you? If he was the truly great player that you think he is, he
would have helped them raise their game, to a level higher than seven games, seven defeats, 0 for, 13 against. A
stunning record for a "world class" midfielder. Go back to your pontificating about players you've never seen, at least that
way, people can't have seen with their own eyes that you're talking out of your arse.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 17-07-2008 23:58

Yes, let's define his talent by half a season at a club with a manager who didn't know where to play him or how to use
him. On that basis and timeframe then you'll be reckoning that Tevez was n't up to much either.

Let's ignore what he achieved in South America with River Plate and Corinthians domestically and in the Libertadores.
Let's overlook how he slotted in Liverpool's midfield and has been their best player since he moved there apart from
Torres. Let's ignore his international form too.

Fucking halfwit.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 18-07-2008 00:20

Tevez at least showed some glimpses of what he was capable of, Mascherano proved just how 2D he really is. The
pillaging of top class South American talent reduces the quality of their leagues, and the Copa Libertadores.
Internationally, Mascherano, like Argentina, have had a few good games here and there, but have flattered to deceive.

No need to sign your name at the end of your posts, by the way.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 18-07-2008 00:33

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 18-07-2008 00:41

The Cunt in acting The Cunt shock.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Mr Beast - 18-07-2008 07:35
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Get a grip Dalliance you act as if Mascherano's god like ability is self evident when it is fucking nothing of the sort. He's
ok when the opposition have the ball - what about for the brief time Liverpool have it before they stick it in the mixer? If
you think he's been Liverpool's second best player, good for him. | prefer my footballers to be able to do something a
super fit Sunday League player couldn't.

Anyway if these repeated articles of Scouse faith aren't challenged they become accepted fact, like the myth Liverpool
haven't had any money to spend.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dogbeak - 18-07-2008 08:33

Doctoro Doctoro wrote:

http://users.ox.ac.uk/~ball0888/oxfordopen/thinker2.gif

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Kowalski - 18-07-2008 10:30

| think you're all missing the point, Liverpool will win the league because they have a Grey Away Kit.
http://i79.photobucket.com/albums/j143/CHEDUDNO/Misc/A111-1.jpg
The last two time they won the league they had a grey away kit

1989/90
http://i79.photobucket.com/albums/j143/CHEDUDNO/Misc/A112-1.jpg

1987/88
http://i79.photobucket.com/albums/j143/CHEDUDNO/Misc/A113.jpg

Q.E.D. You can't argue with logic.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 18-07-2008 10:33

hobbes wrote:
theres a great youth/reserve team developing together

| thought Benitez despaired of the low quality players the club's system was producing?

Who did Mr Beast used to be?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 18-07-2008 10:34

That away kit makes me want to weep tears of joy

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Kowalski - 18-07-2008 10:48
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As for the goalies' kit
http://i79.photobucket.com/albums/j143/CHEDUDNO/Misc/Al114.jpg

http://i79.photobucket.com/albums/j143/CHEDUDNO/Misc/al15.jpg

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by twohundredpercent - 18-07-2008 10:49

So, they're reduced to invoking the spirit that old kits might provide?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Mr Beast - 18-07-2008 10:50

Harri Saer wrote:
hobbes wrote:
theres a great youth/reserve team developing together

| thought Benitez despaired of the low quality players the club's production line was producing?

Who did Mr Beast used to be?
No one else my friend.

Long time WSC subscriber short time website registered

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 18-07-2008 10:53

twohundredpercent wrote:
So, they're reduced to invoking the spirit that old kits might provide?

What do you mean, "reduced"?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 18-07-2008 11:08

Its when you boil stuff in a pan to make it thicker.

(Something that appears to have happened to a couple of posters on this thread)

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 18-07-2008 11:09

Fair play, John Barnes is throwing down some shapes in that picture.
It's like that video for Run DMC vs jason Nevins.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 18-07-2008 11:13

This was Liverpool's away kit in 96/97. | don't want to tell you what the shirt colour reminds me of.

http://cache2.asset-
cache.net/xc/1529745.jpg?v=1&c=NewsMaker&k=2&d=17A4AD9FDBI9CF19390335F8FA9CA92A6C1C2999C4EFB4234
90F55034CEB503EE

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 18-07-2008 11:15

You'll be stunned to hear that | quite like that shirt.
Although it wasn't as good as the following seasons (I think) that was white with a read strip down the arm.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 18-07-2008 11:17

hobbes wrote:

Fair play, John Barnes is throwing down some shapes in that picture.

It's like that video for Run DMC vs jason Nevins.

| saw it an O'Leary assisted prototype which the Boot Room finally perfected with this ;

http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/media/images/41771000/jpg/_41771478_crouchmisspad16.jpg

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 18-07-2008 11:28

hobbes wrote:
You'll be stunned to hear that | quite like that shirt.
Although it wasn't as good as the following seasons (I think) that was white with a read strip down the arm.

| think that white/red one was 98/99. | distinctly remember Liverpool having an all-yellow away strip in 97/98.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 18-07-2008 11:31

This may help though it is not infallible.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Bill Poster - 18-07-2008 13:03

Have any of the people slagging off Mascherano actually seen him play? Live? He's an awesome player. He ‘reads' the
play, does the work of 2 central defenders, is an excellent tackler and his workrate is second to none. If | had to be
critical, sometimes his distribution is not the best, but then he sees a lot of the ball as he always makes himself available
for the pass from defence.
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Exhibit A: Kaka only got a sniff in the 2007 CL final once Mascherano was taken off. That decision led to the second goal.

Fucking hell. I think some of you people should demand half of your admission or Sky subscriptions back. You only
watch one team.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Mr Beast - 18-07-2008 13:20

I've seen him play Bill - live as well.

| agree with your assessment of his qualities but the points you make in his favour are the same one's that | made in a
negative sense. He's destructive, works hard and protects the back four. Plus he can't pass.

To me that hardly backs up the extravagant best in the world claims we've had, though at least that poster said
"arguably”. Very arguably.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 18-07-2008 13:47

You don't like destructive players fine, they do play a pretty essential role in modern football whether you admire them or
not. Not liking them shouldn't necessarily preclude you from being able to see what they do and how well they do that.

The very fact that you can claim Mascherano can't pass the ball shows you actually don't really know very much about
him at all.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hofzinser - 18-07-2008 13:49

To me that hardly backs up the extravagant best in the world claims we've had, though at least that poster said
"arguably”. Very arguably.

To be fair, garcia said that he was arguably the best in the world in his position, not the best in the world full stop. And in
the position of defensive midfield, you may feel there are a few better you can name, but not that many, surely?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 18-07-2008 13:52

mr beast - i said i thought he was the best holding midfield player in the world, not "the best in the world" - that's fernando
torres. no other holding player combines mascherano's tactical intelligence, timing in the tackle, skill on the ball, compact
physical strength, bravery, workrate, and inspirational leadership.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 18-07-2008 13:54

you forgot to mention his cheeky grin, and his twinkling eyes.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 18-07-2008 14:01

And his sunny disposition

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Mr Beast - 18-07-2008 14:03

dalliance wrote:
You don't like destructive players fine, they do play a pretty essential role in modern football whether you admire them or
not. Not liking them shouldn't necessarily preclude you from being able to see what they do and how well they do that.

The very fact that you can claim Mascherano can't pass the ball shows you actually don't really know very much about
him at all.

No | don't think he can pass the ball. But then Bill Poster, your fellow Liverpool fan, doesn't think much of his distribution
either. Obviously he doesn't know very much about Mascherano too.

Anyway, at least he's better than Sissoko.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 18-07-2008 14:07

Mr Beast wrote:
your fellow Liverpool fan
dalliance isn't a Liverpool fan. He just likes his destroyers...

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 18-07-2008 14:10

There was a moment in the 2007 CL final when Mascherano won the ball off a Milan player with a great run and tackle.

He then got to his feet, looked left, and promptly rolled the ball over the touchline and out of play even though nobody
was near him. That is him in microcosm.

If Liverpool have all these "best in the world" players in their squad you'd have to wonder why they can't get anywhere
near challenging for the title. Rafa out?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 18-07-2008 14:21

| forgot his finely turned ankles.

Don't forget his impeccable throughball for dirk kuyt's goal against arsenal at the emirates, when he sliced a back post
lofted cross so badly that it went to kuyt a mere 15-20 yards from where he intended the ball to go.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 18-07-2008 14:26
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your fellow Liverpool fan
Dalliance, a Liverpool fan? Classic.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Mr Beast - 18-07-2008 14:54

hobbes wrote:
your fellow Liverpool fan
Dalliance, a Liverpool fan? Classic.

Apologies as it seems | got that wrong. | realise how insulting that must be.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 18-07-2008 14:57

Quoth the Villa fan...

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Mr Beast - 18-07-2008 15:25

hobbes wrote:
Quoth the Villa fan...

Made you check though Hobbes!

You can have the last laugh when you win the title. Which is where we came in.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 18-07-2008 15:44

Heh. By the time we win the title, a good laugh might kill me.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 18-07-2008 18:14

He then got to his feet, looked left, and promptly rolled the ball over the touchline and out of play even though nobody
was near him. That is him in microcosm.

No, that's not him in a microcosm at all. You have this tendency to pick on one incident or mistake and magnify that as if
it's typical of every game the player plays. It's not.

Mascherano wastes less passes than any player in that Liverpool side since Xabi Alonso went into decline. He HAS to be
a decent passer, we've had this discussion on here before how Liverpool suffer compared with Manchester United and
Chelsea in as much as they have central defenders who are a lot less comfortable on the ball - especially last season
with Agger missing.

Chelsea have Makelele of course who plays a similar sort of role, but not as much goes through him as it does with
Mascherano because of the central defenders thing and also because in Cole they have one good, creative full back who
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can come forward with the ball. We've talked about the fullback thing before too, Liverpool suffer there even more.

So Mascherano sees a lot of the ball and if you watch him you'll see that while his passing is often simple, it's always
economical and always tidy. He has that innate South American ability to always make himself a few yards in possession
so he is rarely crowded out. He'll play the simple pass to retain possession whereas there is too much of a tendency of
those around him to just knock it for Torres all the time.

Now, I've seen plenty of instances of him having a good passing range over longer distances when he does come
forward, just as there are plenty of instances of him showing he has a fine shot even though he's not a scoring midfielder.
This is the thing, it doesn't happen often enough for me. What | don't know if if he's naturally cautious and isn't
comfortable getting into more constructive attacking positions, or if it's an express instruction from Benitez to maintain a
covering position deep at all times and let Gerrard do that stuff.

We can ruminate all day about the reasons but in essence Mascherano is a good passer of the ball.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 18-07-2008 19:20

Some serious wrongness here:

Bill Poster wrote:

Have any of the people slagging off Mascherano actually seen him play? Live? He's an awesome player. He ‘reads' the
play, does the work of 2 central defenders, is an excellent tackler and his workrate is second to none. If | had to be
critical, sometimes his distribution is not the best, but then he sees a lot of the ball as he always makes himself available
for the pass from defence.

Nail on head. To be as good as he's claimed. To be truly world class, his distribution needs to be a lot better.

And no, I've never seen him live, because | only go to Premier League games these days when my lot are there. "These
days" is obviously a very loose description.

Fucking hell. I think some of you people should demand half of your admission or Sky subscriptions back. You only
watch one team.

| watch lots of teams, thanks.

You should demand all yours back, for believing the hype about it being The Best League in the World, if you're
proposing a player in such a pivotal position can only settle for a side destined to finish third at best.

dalliance wrote:

You don't like destructive players fine, they do play a pretty essential role in modern football whether you admire them or
not. Not liking them shouldn't necessarily preclude you from being able to see what they do and how well they do that.
Ahaha ahaha ahahahahahaha.

There's a difference between not believing what we're told about Mascherano, and not rating destructive players.

You're trying to make it sound like all destructive players are ace, rather than rating him against other destructive players,
which myself and Mr Beast are doing.

We can ruminate all day about the reasons but in essence Mascherano is a good passer of the ball.

Exactly. A good passer. Nothing less, and importantly, nothing more.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 18-07-2008 22:55

rather than rating him against other destructive players, which myself and Mr Beast are doing.
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really? i haven't noticed you rating him against any other players. i'd be interested to hear who's better. is there an
outstanding prospect at ipswich we've not heard about yet?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 18-07-2008 23:36

So were Mascherano nothing better than a good passer of the ball, by your reckoning that means he cannot be a world
class player despite all his other talents ?

That's utterly bizarre logic and would preclude every player on the planet from being defined as world class. Indeed, in
modern times | can think only of Ruud Gullit who was excellent at absolutely everything he did.

But yes, as Garcia asks, tell us better players in the same position please.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 19-07-2008 15:15

you'd have to call that an eloquent silence.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by ale - 19-07-2008 16:19

"Indeed, in modern times | can think only of Ruud Gullit who was excellent at absolutely everything he did. "

apart from managing us....

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 19-07-2008 16:40

ha! You get an honourable free pass when you get sucked into the black hole that's Newcastle United though.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by ale - 19-07-2008 17:26

prejudice aside...why hasnt Ruud shook off the debacle at Newcastle....
plenty of other managers have become employable after a blip in their 'reputation’..hell we had Souness ....

so is he not interested or has the stint at St James scarred him for life...

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 19-07-2008 20:18

Gullit has managed Feyenoord and LA Galaxy in the last few years.
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As for defensive midfielders better than Mascherano, Michael Essien, Marcos Senna, Claude Makelele and Gattuso all
spring to mind, albeit the last two are starting to decline now.

| have to laugh at the people touting Mascherano as a great passer of the ball. He's good at executing the simple five-
yard ones, sideways along the ground on the halfway line, that almost any professional footballer could do. He couldn't
thread a ball through a group of opponents to an attacker team-mate if his life depended on it.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by sixmartletsandaseagull - 19-07-2008 21:17

While not the only one in that position, his fouls to bookings ratio appears unnatural or little short of bewildering (I am not
generally a number cruncher style "pundit" but it does strike me as freakish to the naked eye).

He has perfected that vicious scissor kick from the side which deserves a booking every time but we are lucky if he's
pulled up for a foul.

To me he's an adequate or modest passer of the ball over 10 yards. When receiving the ball or looking to play it when in
forward positions he is mediocre | think.

He is however good at keeping the play simple and ticking over with short passes, which is not an easy skill in the mind
(even if it is in deed), is disciplined positionally, reads the game well defensively in terms of appreciating physical and
spatial threat and makes himself available to other players well: he is a good defensive midfielder, indeed.

Sometimes it depends what one wants from their deep lying midfield "anchor” or "destroyer". Personally I, like Sir Alex
and Carlo, prefer the Carrick or Pirlo type. Generally people that can do something sublime in possession once they have
put their foot in, or a Senna or Essien who are less sublime but can create openings by running through midfields, as can
Hargreaves and Anderson at Man Utd.

There are more ways than one to skin a cat, let alone cook it once caught.
| am told by a respected, by me at least, Liverpool watcher that Benitez may be restraining JM's passing and general
offensive repetoire and that he has more to offer in that way than he has shown so far at Liverpool. | didn't think he was

particularly good going forward in the last world cup either and he faded a bit as the tournament went on.

Though he is only 23, so | am sure he will improve his all round game and maybe even get booked for that scissor kick
now and again.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 20-07-2008 00:09

Why would you need him to go forward for Argentina when they had a midfield full of such players ?
Sometimes it depends what one wants from their deep lying midfield "anchor" or "destroyer".

Some people on here want their anchor midfielder to score regularly with overhead kicks, if he can't then this is bona fide
proof that he's no good.

Gattuso and Makelele now ? You're taking the piss. Essien is technically an inferior defensive midfielder as he cannot
tackle anywhere near as well as Mascherano. He's much better coming forward though so it depends what you're looking
for in that role. Senna is a coverer, his positioning is excellent and this covers for a relative lack of pace and strength.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by BrunoMaggiore - 20-07-2008 00:18

As defensive midfielders go what do people think of Daniele de Rossi? Just curious.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by kevincraig - 20-07-2008 00:36

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 20-07-2008 00:43

(ignore this)

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 20-07-2008 01:25

toro wrote:
(ignore this)
That's your best ever post, toro.

garcia wrote:
is there an outstanding prospect at ipswich we've not heard about yet?

Cheap jibe there. Try looking at the midfields of sides who win things, to see players better than those at Liverpool.
you'd have to call that an eloquent silence.

Very sorry, didn't realise | was at the beck and call of you and dalliance. | shall get a little bell installed on my PC to alert
me when my presence is demanded.

When | said comparing Mascherano, | suppose | should really have said that | was comparing him against what a player
in his role should be. We've seen a wonderful example over the last few weeks of what a destroyer can bring to a team,
in the shape of Marcos Senna. There was a huge thread over on the Euro 2008 forum about him. Admittedly he's not
quite as good as Makelele at his peak, but Senna's certainly shown how to inspire a team to something better than a
quarter final.

Obviously, as others have pointed out, and everyone has seen with their eyes, Makelele's legs are starting to fail, him but
Essien has proved an able deputy. And while Essien gets pushed to right back to accomodate Makelele, that's not a
critisism of Essien.

Gattuso is probably also just ahead of Mascherano - certainly he's probably the best of the non-world class players in
that position. His distribution is certainly better than Mascherano's.

Of course none of these players would approach a game at the league leaders to see just how many bookable offences
they can rack up in the first half before the referee finally sends them off, as Mascherano did at Old Trafford. World class
players can have moments of madness, but they never approach games like that.

BrunoMaggiore wrote:
As defensive midfielders go what do people think of Daniele de Rossi? Just curious.

I think he's the sort of player who is just a whisker away from world class, but still has plenty of time to achieve it. There
seems to be just a last tiny piece missing that | can't put my finger on. It's not his distribution, or his vision. Possibly
timimg, possibly workrate, like | say, can't quite put my finger on it.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 20-07-2008 01:48

Of course, all this snark, bitchery, and (hilariously) objections to others' "cheap jibes" would be more convincing had you,
for instance, looked at more than the title and first couple of posts on that "huge thread over on the Euro 2008 forum"
about nationality, ethnicity, and qualification requirements for international football.

Muppet.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 20-07-2008 02:18

To descend to your level, and consdiering the billions of constructive comments you've added to this thread, can I just
say ROFLCOPTER?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Duncan Gardner - 20-07-2008 08:22

"huge thread over on the Euro 2008 forum" about nationality, ethnicity, and qualification requirements for international
football

Toro, are you yet able to back up or withdraw your claim that | was dishonest on said thread? Ta.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by BrunoMaggiore - 20-07-2008 11:21

| think he's the sort of player who is just a whisker away from world class, but still has plenty of time to achieve it. There
seems to be just a last tiny piece missing that | can't put my finger on. It's not his distribution, or his vision. Possibly
timimg, possibly workrate, like | say, can't quite put my finger on it.

What exactly is to be understood by "world class." | think by most normal metrics a player like De Rossi could get away
with considering himself a "world class" footballer (regular starter for the Azzurri, World Cup winner, regular starter for a
top club, among the best of his generation in his country), but we can always narrow the scope of the word down to
kicking extreme assitude. As for putting your finger on what's holding him back, maybe a tendency to choke under
pressure? But probably just maturity; | think he ought to grow into a very pivotal player.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 20-07-2008 11:23

Not if you mischaracterise my claim thus, Dunc, no. But let's not overspill into other threads, huh?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 20-07-2008 12:20

If I had to be critical, sometimes his distribution is not the best, but then he sees a lot of the ball as he always makes
himself available for the pass from defence.

oddly enough, johnny giles likes his attitude, and his defensive ability, but criticises him for not demanding the ball off his
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defenders very much at all. he'll sweep up or intercept the ball all day, but doesn't drop back for the ball very much.
Gilesy frequently illustrates this with clips of Mascherano leaving the centre half to boot the ball up the field and to lose
possession.

What Giles wants him to do is to get on the ball more and dictate the tempo of the play and act as that link that a lot of
people here say he already is to a world class degree. | suppose that the reason that he complains about this because
this (apart from the eyegouging, and nut stamping) was what he used to do all the time.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by sixmartletsandaseagull - 20-07-2008 12:33

dalliance wrote:
Why would you need him to go forward for Argentina when they had a midfield full of such players ?

If he was able to go forward more effectively that would create a new and perhaps unexpected threat for the opposition.
Like when "sweepers" come out from the back. It doesn't really matter how many creative players Argentina or another
team has it won't always work and you can never have enough options.

It adds something extra, an element of flexibility and surprise against all too well drilled teams. In JM's Argentina case
Cambiasso could cover for example. Though we may disagree on the point of more adventure with a defensive anchor
that is modest in forward positions like JM, which | suppose is the point.

Some people on here want their anchor midfielder to score regularly with overhead kicks, if he can't then this is bona fide
proof that he's no good.

Maybe they do, but when we have seen what a Keane or Souness could do for example, these are all-round standards
that Mascherano shows no signs of reaching. A number of names have been put forward as better than JM, most though
not all I might agree with. Even if he was the best in his position, it wouldn't mean he wasn't limited, in my view.

It does depend on what one wants from a defensive midfield anchor or even if you want one of the Makelele/IM ilk or
would prefer a blend such as Pirlo/Gattuso, or Scholes/carrick/anderson or hargreaves perm. | would always choose the
latter, personally.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Duncan Gardner - 20-07-2008 16:02

Dunc, you're either being wilfully obtuse or downright mendacious in every one of your answers to entirely irrelevant
guoted points. Either way, the thread's all yours as far as I'm concerned

If you're going to call me a liar, back it with some examples before you storm off, eh?
I'm not mischaracterising anything, Toro. You're suggesting I'm a liar then refusing to back it up.

Come on, out with it.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 20-07-2008 16:08

No, no | didn't. And if | was going to get into that in any detail, | wouldn't do it on this thread.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by The_Liquidator - 20-07-2008 19:02
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Dalliance doesn't rate Makelele. That alone is enough to render his contributions null and void.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 20-07-2008 19:21

You saw the rather careful and pointed "now", right?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by The_Liquidator - 20-07-2008 19:26

He's still the daddy.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 20-07-2008 19:35

There's quite a difference betweeen claiming (a) he's gone to shit altogether, (b) he's still the best player in the world in
his position, week in week out, and (c) he's still frequently excellent, though others now definitely fill the role better,
including Mascherano.

You seem to be imputing (a) to Dalliance, where it's fairly clear he meant (c), as any sane observant person would.
Conversely, your own view appears to border on (b), which would just be silly. It's no disrespect at all to Makelele to
suggest that, at 34, he's no longer quite the player he was.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by The_Liquidator - 20-07-2008 19:44

No he isn't, but he's still vying for the position of best in the world and | think he's a far better player than Mascherano,
who needs a few more years before he can claim to be as good as the master.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Doctoro Doctoro - 20-07-2008 22:04

Well, that's an argument we can have. You accept, though, that saying dalliance "doesn't rate" Makelele is without
foundation?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by The_Liquidator - 21-07-2008 09:19

| just wanted to be provocative.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 21-07-2008 10:00
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Well look what you've done: http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/feedarticle/7666168

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hofzinser - 21-07-2008 10:02

Dalliance doesn't rate Makelele. That alone is enough to render his contributions null and void.

I'd me more inclined to say "Phoebe thinks Cesc Fabregas is the best player in the world, bar none. That alone is enough
to render his contributions null and void."

Although that might be thought of as a cheap jibe, which, as we know, Phoebe hates.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 21-07-2008 10:22

Everytime me and Toro have a disagreement, there you are chipping in with a dig at me, Hof. That's another fantastic
reason to going back to ignoring Toro.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hofzinser - 21-07-2008 10:35

I'm sorry (really, | am), and the fact that toro is involved is a coincidence really (except possibly in that his presence
seems to bring out the worst in you) but this really was priceless:

QUOTE:
(ignore this)

That's your best ever post, toro.

garcia wrote:

QUOTE:

is there an outstanding prospect at ipswich we've not heard about yet?
Cheap jibe there.

But it was really just a riposte to Liquidator's post. | should probably have left out the last sentence. You should be
flattered that | read your blog.

Anyway, | shouldn't really get involved in this as I'm not sure | even fully grasp the (seemingly important) difference
between a player's distribution skills and a player's passing skills.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 21-07-2008 10:38

Mascherano can pass, but Makelele can pass, and he's got a transit van
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 21-07-2008 10:45

Toro doesn't bring the worst out in me at all. | treat people as they treat others, so if my posts towards Toro look a little
petulant, abusive and childish, there's a good reason.

As for the "cheap jibe" post, that's because you know as well as | do that Garcia is capable of coming up with better
responses than that, when a player's ability is questioned.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by G.Man as D. Motsamayi - 21-07-2008 11:01

Everytime me and Toro have a disagreement, there you are chipping in with a dig at me, Hof. That's another fantastic
reason to going back to ignoring Toro.

| didn't take Hofzinser to be toro's minder in any way. Perhaps people are having digs at you for reasons not related to
toro at all, Phoebe.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 21-07-2008 11:10

Paris St-Germain? Jesus christ, is he mad?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 21-07-2008 11:21

well phoebe, regarding the players you mentioned:

makelele was the best player of this type in the world for a few seasons - he's the only one of the players you mentioned
with similar timing when it comes to taking the ball off players. he's also an excellent passer, though frequently criticised
for playing simple balls by people who don't really know what they're talking about. however this is all in the past. we
shouldn't be arguing about whether makelele is as good as mascherano, it's more about whether he's as good as other
former legends like dunga or nobby stiles.

then you mention flavour of the month senna, who's a good player, possibly in the same class as mascherano, but if i
had to pick one i'd go with the 23 year old rather than the 32 year old. shouty gattuso's OK too but most of the stuff he
does is for the gallery. i'm nonplussed by your claim that his passing is much better than JM's, as despite seeing the man
play on many occasions, i can't remember a single pass he's played. he's spent his career winning the ball and giving it
to pirlo. how this makes him a better distributor than JM is beyond me.

michael essien is a different kind of player altogether. the essien moment that sticks out in my mind is the run for
chelsea's late equaliser away to barcelona in mourinho's last season - that showed him at his best. few other players
have the power to pull something like that off - certainly not JM. but chelsea have been reluctant to use essien as the
midfield holding player because his positioning isn't great and his tackling is more enthusiastic than effective
(mascherano may play dirty at times, but his fouls are usually of the cynical makelele kind rather than the ultraviolence
that results when essien gets his timing wrong). so grant preferred the wheezing, arthritic makelele in the position where
discipline and tactical intelligence are all-important, and preferred to use essien's running power down the right side.
shielding the defence, his energy and willingness to run can become weaknesses.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 21-07-2008 11:25
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 21-07-2008 11:26

yeah i saw that & changed it.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Eggchaser - 21-07-2008 12:36

You're trying to make it sound like all destructive players are ace

They are.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by meregreen - 21-07-2008 13:14

Hieronymus of Hesselink wrote:
Yeah, | often wonder about that. They have a great manager, are heavy spenders, have so many world class players,
and yet, and yet... Something's not quite right.

Mascherano? A rich man's Lee Carsley. Similar to like Owen Hargreaves, although to be fair to Hargreaves, he may one
day develop into a decent full-back.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by King Mob - 21-07-2008 13:49

If Liverpool have all these "best in the world" players in their squad you'd have to wonder why they can't get anywhere
near challenging for the title. Rafa out?

If Benitez is such a dreadful manager, you have to wonder why so many people with a vested interest in the success of
Premier League title challengers are so desperate to see him go.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by The_Liquidator - 21-07-2008 13:51

| thought the same thing HoH.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 21-07-2008 14:10

King Mob wrote:
If Liverpool have all these "best in the world" players in their squad you'd have to wonder why they can't get anywhere
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near challenging for the title. Rafa out?

If Benitez is such a dreadful manager, you have to wonder why so many people with a vested interest in the success of
Premier League title challengers are so desperate to see him go.

I'm desperate for him to stay.
A Liverpool fan of my acquaintance was talking to me about this recently, and he said: "They will never win the league

under Benitez." Then he paused for a few moments, and then said: "Actually, they will win the league under Benitez, but
it will probably be some time around 2023."

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by King Mob - 21-07-2008 14:21

Evening kickoff, then?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 21-07-2008 14:42

G.Man as D. Motsamayi wrote:
Everytime me and Toro have a disagreement, there you are chipping in with a dig at me, Hof. That's another fantastic
reason to going back to ignoring Toro.

| didn't take Hofzinser to be toro's minder in any way. Perhaps people are having digs at you for reasons not related to
toro at all, Phoebe.

| couldn't give a fuck how you take it. You don't need toro as an excuse to have a dig at me, but it's water off a duck's
back I'm afraid.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 21-07-2008 15:00

garcia wrote:
well phoebe, regarding the players you mentioned:

makelele was the best player of this type in the world for a few seasons - he's the only one of the players you mentioned
with similar timing when it comes to taking the ball off players. he's also an excellent passer, though frequently criticised
for playing simple balls by people who don't really know what they're talking about. however this is all in the past. we
shouldn't be arguing about whether makelele is as good as mascherano, it's more about whether he's as good as other
former legends like dunga or nobby stiles.

As long as Makelele's still playing, it's harsh to suggest you compare him against past players, rather than current. He
can't do it for 60 games a season in a league as fast as the Premier League, and he was usually used at the right times
last season, but if you've got an important one-off game, there's not another player in the world you'd pick in that position.

And you're right about the simple balls. He's there to break things up, win the ball, start the attack, better to play the
simple ball to a team-mate who can use it effectively when the time is right, than be more ambitious and find yourself on
the backfoot five seconds later because it's gone astray.

then you mention flavour of the month senna, who's a good player, possibly in the same class as mascherano, but if i
had to pick one i'd go with the 23 year old rather than the 32 year old.

Maybe two months ago, but one of them has proved he can take it to the next level and help his team win a major trophy.
I'd pick Makelele over Senna, but Senna over Mascherano.
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shouty gattuso's OK too but most of the stuff he does is for the gallery. i'm nonplussed by your claim that his passing is
much better than JM's, as despite seeing the man play on many occasions, i can't remember a single pass he's played.
he's spent his career winning the ball and giving it to pirlo. how this makes him a better distributor than JM is beyond me.

Because like Makelele, he plays the simple ball to a player who can use it more efficiently.

michael essien is a different kind of player altogether. the essien moment that sticks out in my mind is the run for
chelsea's late equaliser away to barcelona in mourinho's last season - that showed him at his best. few other players
have the power to pull something like that off - certainly not JM. but chelsea have been reluctant to use essien as the
midfield holding player because his positioning isn't great and his tackling is more enthusiastic than effective
(mascherano may play dirty at times, but his fouls are usually of the cynical makelele kind rather than the ultraviolence
that results when essien gets his timing wrong). so grant preferred the wheezing, arthritic makelele in the position where
discipline and tactical intelligence are all-important, and preferred to use essien's running power down the right side.
shielding the defence, his energy and willingness to run can become weaknesses.

But where possible, anyone with half a brain would play Makelele when they can. Essien shows versatility, and Chelsea
wouldn't slip back behind Liverpool, should Essien take that role while they wait for Obi Mikel to improve and mature.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 21-07-2008 18:12

oddly enough, johnny giles likes his attitude, and his defensive ability, but criticises him for not demanding the ball off his
defenders very much at all. he'll sweep up or intercept the ball all day, but doesn't drop back for the ball very much.
Gilesy frequently illustrates this with clips of Mascherano leaving the centre half to boot the ball up the field and to lose
possession.

He's nearly there. Mascherano does come back and offer a short pass for his central defenders from keeper throw outs,
where the ball goes long is in different situations where one of the defenders is under pressure an boots it upfield
because they're not adept enough to play it out to Mascherano or anyone else.

It adds something extra, an element of flexibility and surprise against all too well drilled teams. In JM's Argentina case
Cambiasso could cover for example. Though we may disagree on the point of more adventure with a defensive anchor
that is modest in forward positions like JM, which | suppose is the point.

| don't see it like that at all. Teams are picked not for a single players talents but for the combined talents of all the
individuals. Good teams are balanced teams and when you know you have a defensive lynchpin like Mascherano who
doesn't get caught out of position pushing up, then it means you can play Saviola and Messi and Riquelme - aware they
do little marking or tracking back.

If Mascherano pushed on then your defensive block is more compromised, thus you might feel you need to drop one of
the attacking players and add more steel. That's the balancing act.

Dalliance doesn't rate Makelele. That alone is enough to render his contributions null and void.

If you're going to make up random opinions on my behalf then at least take some care not to publish such bloody stupid
ones.

and | think he's a far better player than Mascherano, who needs a few more years before he can claim to be as good as
the master.
Well | disagree with this, but the fact that there's still an eminently sensible discussion to be had on their comparable

merits speaks volumes for Makelele considering his advanced years.

A Liverpool fan of my acquaintance was talking to me about this recently, and he said: "They will never win the league
under Benitez." Then he paused for a few moments, and then said: "Actually, they will win the league under Benitez, but
it will probably be some time around 2023."

Your acquaintance sounds like a pub loudmouth with nothing much more than soundbites to utter. Did you ask him
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something pertinent, like whether he thought any manager could lead Liverpool to the title in the foreseeable future ?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 21-07-2008 19:40

dalliance wrote:
Your acquaintance sounds like a pub loudmouth with nothing much more than soundbites to utter. Did you ask him
something pertinent, like whether he thought any manager could lead Liverpool to the title in the foreseeable future ?

| think I've got a fairly good memory, but even | can't remember and regurgitate entire three-month-old conversations on
demand.

This particular individual writes about sport for a living, as it so happens, and he does it pretty well. He's been a Liverpool
fan all his life (he's aged 40) and he lost patience with Benitez's endless pricking around and inexplicable tactics in the
league a long, long time ago.

He is especially pissed off that, since Benitez came, not a single Liverpool player has managed to score even one goal
against Man United in the league, in eight attempts.

But I'll be sure to pass on your regards.

Incidentally, I've been meaning to say this to you for a few years but never quite got round to it -- you don't put a space
before a question mark, or an exclamation mark.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 21-07-2008 21:10

Well thanks for pointing that out, no really, I'll be sure and take that under advisement. It really was a worthwhile addition
to this thread, right up there with much of Phoebe's output.

Thank Christ for Garcia.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tony C - 21-07-2008 21:12

Blimey, H, that was a low blow.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 21-07-2008 21:18

| did it because | knew it would annoy him . . . in the same way that his instant unthinking dismissal of my friend (who
most assuredly knows his football) as a complete moron annoyed me.

If people are going to take swipes for no reason, they can probably expect to get a swipe back. That's how it works.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 21-07-2008 21:21
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Absolute fucker of a thread this one. Him, Phoebe and to a lesser extent Liquidator. I'm not quite sure why | drifted back
here after a few months away.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 21-07-2008 21:22

You consider that comparable do you.....

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 21-07-2008 21:24

dalliance wrote:
Absolute fucker of a thread this one. Him, Phoebe and to a lesser extent Liquidator. I'm not quite sure why | drifted back
here after a few months away.

In all fairness, that might carry a bit more weight if you hadn't been handing out insults with gusto yourself earlier in the
thread.

You're well able to give it, you should be able to take it.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dalliance - 21-07-2008 21:32

Yeah right, like that nasty Three Stooges one earlier in the thread. Horrible that was.
Pretty lame mate, as lame as your post in question. Is that all you could come back with, really ?

Anyway, I'm not going to prolong this as it's just dragging this tortuous thread even further downstream, so, I'll leave you
to it from now on.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by sixmartletsandaseagull - 21-07-2008 21:51

dalliance wrote:

It adds something extra, an element of flexibility and surprise against all too well drilled teams. In JM's Argentina case
Cambiasso could cover for example. Though we may disagree on the point of more adventure with a defensive anchor
that is modest in forward positions like JM, which | suppose is the point.

| don't see it like that at all. Teams are picked not for a single players talents but for the combined talents of all the
individuals. Good teams are balanced teams and when you know you have a defensive lynchpin like Mascherano who
doesn't get caught out of position pushing up, then it means you can play Saviola and Messi and Riquelme - aware they
do little marking or tracking back.

If Mascherano pushed on then your defensive block is more compromised, thus you might feel you need to drop one of
the attacking players and add more steel. That's the balancing act.

Yes, | can see we have a fundamental difference of opinion on the role of the defensive midfield anchor for want of a
better term, and the abilities needed. Which is fair enough, | don't think there is only one answer.

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 06:49



| certainly didn't suggest teams at that level are picked for a single player's talents, though the discussion was about a
specific role in the team and indeed one specific player.

I think it's fair enough to play the way you suggest if the role is filled by a player like Mascherano, or if you are lucky
enough to have Messi Riquelme etc. Though Liverpool don't.

| have said he is a good player and listed many good attributes | think he possesses.

| would still play Cambiasso first and ask more of JM in that Argentina team, or more likely drop him for someone who
could destroy and be comfortable in forward positions.

Good teams are indeed balanced but really really good teams have players that can think on their feet and adapt to
players taking up different positions during the course of a game and be comfortable in those parts of the field.

In terms of this discussion | don't think balance is a problem if you have intelligent players that are able to adapt their
position to cater for a simple enough tactic such as the "defensive" midfielder going forward on occasion.

Indeed Mascherano does push on into advanced positions for Liverpool, he's just not particularly adept when he gets
there, | think. Which is my overriding point on this one.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by G.Man as D. Motsamayi - 22-07-2008 08:10

| couldn't give a fuck how you take it. You don't need toro as an excuse to have a dig at me, but it's water off a duck’s
back I'm afraid.

Good morning, Phoebe. Feeling better today?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Bill Poster - 22-07-2008 10:20

Dalliance, don't let them Hanoi you so, as truly all of them are currently passing through immigration if not already
ensconsed in that there country on this thread.

You talk much sense. Now carry on.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 22-07-2008 11:26

Hieronymus of Hesselink wrote:
| did it because | knew it would annoy him . . . in the same way that his instant unthinking dismissal of my friend (who
most assuredly knows his football) as a complete moron annoyed me.

If people are going to take swipes for no reason, they can probably expect to get a swipe back. That's how it works.
Yes, and there's none more patronising and dismissive of other's opinions than dalliance. We must remember to bow
down to him though, after all, he's a mate of Graeme Souness and recommeded him players once upon a time. What is

Aly Dia doing these days, dall?

The fact that the only people backing him up appear to be Liverpool fans such as garcia and Bill Poster. | can understand
why they would be biased in favour of one of their players, dalliance has no excuse.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 22-07-2008 12:10

Phoebe wrote:
The fact that the only people backing him up appear to be Liverpool fans such as garcia and Bill Poster. | can understand
why they would be biased in favour of one of their players, dalliance has no excuse.

A better way of putting this would be: "The fact that the only people backing him up appear to be Liverpool fans such as
garcia and Bill Poster. Although dalliance is as well, and he doesn't support Liverpool, so that disproves that theory".

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Wrong footed - 22-07-2008 12:42

dalliance is backing himself up?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 22-07-2008 13:06

| took it as backing Mascherano up. It still stands.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 22-07-2008 13:25

Mascherano is definitely in the Top 5 defensive midfielders in the world. Makelele was the best player in that position
until last year. He had a few poor games by his standards last year and he is winding down now.

Senna is an excellent player but he was helped by the fact he had such excellent players in midfield with him and a
philosophy to pass the ball from the back. He still looks impressive for Villarreal but not to the level of the European
Championships.

Vieira and Emerson would have been contenders in 2002 but both have lost their legs at this stage.

Essien is a better player than Mascherano but Mascherano is a better specialist holding midfielder. The only weakness
Essien has is positioning. He can make up for this in speed and athleticism but playing him in the Makelele role blunts his
strengths.

Mascherano is an excellent player with stamina, positioning, intelligence and cynicism. When he plays for Argentina he
has players who retain possession and as a result his passing ability is seen. | would love to know why he does not do

this for Liverpool. | don't know whether he lacks the confidence in his ability to control the game in the hustle and bustle
of the Premier League or whether it is a tactical instruction.

If Flamini maintains or improves his form after moving to Milan he might well come to the forefront. The Malian Diarra is
another player who is close to the top of this list.

At this moment though, I'd rank Mascherano as number 1 in that position. Although I'm a Liverpool supporter so I'm
biased.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hot Orange - 22-07-2008 13:26

Incidentally, I've been meaning to say this to you for a few years but never quite got round to it -- you don't put a space
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before a question mark, or an exclamation mark.

We used to in subtitling, as it made the subtitle easier to read, or something. Anyway, we stopped after a while. Carry on.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by G.Man wants a hyphen - 22-07-2008 13:56

We must remember to bow down to him though, after all, he's a mate of Graeme Souness and recommeded him players
once upon a time. What is Aly Dia doing these days, dall?

What a crock of shit. Whatever the merits of dalliance's argument here, | think it is petty well established that dalliance
knows a thing or two about football. To throw an anecdote back at him is a really shitty thing to do. dalliance never
claimed to be superior because he has met Graeme Souness.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 22-07-2008 13:56

The fact that the only people backing him up appear to be Liverpool fans
Isn't this more to do with it being a thread about Liverpool, so there are bound to be a preponderance of Liverpool fans
on here and the haters being incapable of seeing past their seething badmind?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 22-07-2008 14:09

Mascherano is improving so rapidly as a player that at the start of Nil Arshavin's post he was in the top 5 in the world,
and by the end of it he's the best in the world . . .

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 22-07-2008 14:12

What | meant was objectively he is in the top 5 in the world but in my opinion he is number 1 at this moment.

Can you name five players better than him at this moment in that position?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 22-07-2008 14:13

I've already named a load of players | think have been better than Mascherano over the past couple of seasons. I'm not
doing it again.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 22-07-2008 14:16

G.Man wants a kicking wrote:
We must remember to bow down to him though, after all, he's a mate of Graeme Souness and recommeded him players
once upon a time. What is Aly Dia doing these days, dall?
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What a crock of shit. Whatever the merits of dalliance's argument here, | think it is petty well established that dalliance
knows a thing or two about football. To throw an anecdote back at him is a really shitty thing to do. dalliance never
claimed to be superior because he has met Graeme Souness.

| was talking down to him, as he talks down to others. Now do piss off you tiresome little turd.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 22-07-2008 14:19

Have a heart, don't make me wade through 10 pages of this again.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 22-07-2008 14:19

hobbes wrote:

The fact that the only people backing him up appear to be Liverpool fans

Isn't this more to do with it being a thread about Liverpool, so there are bound to be a preponderance of Liverpool fans
on here and the haters being incapable of seeing past their seething badmind?

Seething badmind? I've only badminded toro, dalliance and gman. I've been more than fair to Mascherano. All of the
critisism of Mascherano has been intelligent, has it not?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 22-07-2008 14:28

Can | just add Mathieu Flamini to the list of defensive midfielders who are better than Mascherano. | don't know how |
forgot him.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by sixmartletsandaseagull - 22-07-2008 14:35

hobbes wrote:

The fact that the only people backing him up appear to be Liverpool fans

Isn't this more to do with it being a thread about Liverpool, so there are bound to be a preponderance of Liverpool fans
on here and the haters being incapable of seeing past their seething badmind?

Or that Liverpool fans are often though not always more likely to pay close attention to him, indeed see more of him on a
weekly basis, which is all fair comment and good. | always take advice on LFC from a Liverpool watching friend of mine
as he indeed watches them more often and more closely than me. Not that it stops me disagreeing or using my own
judgement of course.

However, is there another club's supporters that see any unfavourable opinion or indeed criticism about one of their
players, manager, fellow fans, tea lady or groundsman as an example of hatred rather than opinion? Serious question?

Does the reverse apply, and we can dismiss the opinions of LFC fans on their players, manager, half time brew etc as
biased and without merit?

It kind of devalues the debate or makes it not worth having, | think. Though of course it may well be that some people
"hate" LFC in this case and take every opportunity to knock them.

| sincerely hope that | qualify as a so-called LFC "hater" as behind Palace and Pompey | wish them no end of ill on the
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football pitch.

However, does that mean that my every comment on them is wrapped in hatred rather than opinion? | am no longer 15,
OK | am no longer 25, alright no longer 35!!

In this case most of the criticism of JM appears based on reason even if you disagree with it and put up a sound defence
of him, which people have.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 22-07-2008 14:37

I've scanned this thread for your posts about Mascherano. You've called him the Argentinian David Batty and offered an
anecdote about him busting a gut to win the ball back and promptly losing it again. You haven't mentioned players who
have had better seasons than him though.

Apologies, Page 8, third post.
Essien, Senna, Gattuso, Makelele. You've added Flamini to that since.

| don't think it's controversial to say that Mascherano is one the best 5 holding midfielders in the world. Is that something
we can agree on or can you name 5 better than him in that position?

| realise that it's much more arguable about him being the best but I'd personally choose him first in that position.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 22-07-2008 14:42

| think it was well described upthread. Mascherano is the modern argentinean David Batty. The qualifiers are important.
modern means he's more athletic, and argentinean means he's a bit more skilful, but not a huge amount.

The downside of this is that a player like david batty is useful when you are trying to keep a clean sheet in a cup knock
out game, but less useful when you are trying to win a league.

Given that Man utd have won two league titles, and a European cup and kept 51 clean sheets over the last two seasons
despite playing without a tackling defensive midfielder like Mascherano would seem to suggest that such players really
aren't that important, and that it's more important That your players are better with the ball than without it. Liverpool just
have too many players that are better without the ball than with it to ever win the league, and for some reason Benitez
doesn't seem to see this as a bad thing.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 22-07-2008 14:43

Nil, I listed a load of players near the beginning of page 8.

It is difficult to quantify these things but | would give Mascherano a chance of being in the top 5, but he's certainly not the
best in the world.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nil Arshavin - 22-07-2008 14:50

Yeah, | edited that after checking again.
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Mascherano has proven himself in recent seasons both internationally and domestically. Flamini has had one fantastic
season but wasn't outstanding up until then. In fairness though, his international career has been hampered by his
manager.

Gattuso and Makelele were better players but | don't think they are anymore.

I'd agree that Essien is a better midfield player but he's not a better holding midfield player. Of course, Johnny Giles
would just play Fabregas and Essien and forget about a defensive midfielder.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by And | am the Life - 22-07-2008 14:54

and he'd be right. Holding defensive midfielders with a limited passing range aren't much use at all.

| think a lot of how impressive flamini looked was down to his contract being up at the end of the season, and how
skilfully arsene wenger knitted together a midfield that even had alexander hleb in it. Flamini was more a very good
partner for fabregas rather than a very good midfielder.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by G.Man wants a hyphen - 22-07-2008 15:04

| was talking down to him, as he talks down to others. Now do piss off you tiresome little turd.

You might like to take lessons from SSS in real invective, Phoebe. Here you just sound like a hysterical little boy whose
behavioural issues cause minor bemusement on the playground.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 22-07-2008 15:58

Hysterical? Hardly.

Given that I've tried to avoid you since the gloryhunting thread, and all you've contributed to this thread is jibes at me,
and every time you have addressed me in the last few weeks has been a dig and not a single word about the subject
matter, maybe your own behavioural issues are to be questioned. The fact you even bring that up in the first place
suggests that you're thumping away at the keyboard getting redder in the face as you go. The fact you bothered
defriending me on Facebook is another suggestion that you take this place far too seriously. But then your pomposu
suggestions of the past suggesting that you should have a say in changes in this place adds to that too, not to mention
letting your ego get the better of you.

Me, I'm relaxed, because this is an internet message board, and therefore | treat it as a place to unwind, not windup.

It does seem a common theme with you, that once you've argued with a poster, you'll take every opportunity to have a
dig. And you're the one who is supposed to be the Christian.

And that's a lot more energy that you deserve out of me.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by EIM - 22-07-2008 16:50

Are they fuck going to win the league.
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As for Mascherano? 7/10.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 22-07-2008 17:02

Oddly, | agree with your first statement.
I'd even agree on the second if to calibrate Carrick is about 4/10 and makalele in his pomp was 9/10.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by EIM - 22-07-2008 17:06

No. I'd say Carrick was a 7/10. Makelele is 7/10. Hargreaves is 7/10. Vieira is 7/10.

It's a pretty solid score, is 7/10.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by EIM - 22-07-2008 17:07

Roy Keane was an 8/10, btw.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 22-07-2008 17:14

Hahahaha.
And Cantona? Turned up to 11 | presume?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 22-07-2008 17:21

8.5

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by G.Man wants a hyphen - 22-07-2008 18:43

The fact you even bring that up in the first place suggests that you're thumping away at the keyboard getting redder in
the face as you go. The fact you bothered defriending me on Facebook is another suggestion that you take this place far
too seriously.

| have a policy to not be Facebook friends with whom | wouldn't like to be friends outside Facebook. "Defriending” you
was a question of policy, not of having a strop.

And | always hit the keys on the keyboard hard, a hangover from having learned to type on a a old non-electric
typewriter. Don't flatter yourself that | get worked up about you. Even with SSS, it was all rather a bit of fun, mostly. And,
as | said, you're no SSS.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 22-07-2008 23:18

| don't believe you G. | honestly don't.

Still, let's hope you ignore me on here from now on. I'd hate to be the cause of your coronary.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by G.Man wants a hyphen - 23-07-2008 06:44

Ha ha. You overestimate yourself, dear boy. | will ignore you when it suits me. When you talk rubbish, I'll comment as |
see it. That is the nature of message boards. You post, and others are free to respond. If that doesn't please you, don't
make silly posts such as those you made on this thread. It's very simple, really.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 23-07-2008 08:40

Silly? Given you haven't made a single constructive point on this thread, I'll follow your lead and just add little bits of
spiteful bile whenever | see your name, regardless of whether it's constructive or not.

Easier for me, because unlike you | don't pontificate my morality to others through the editorial of a Christian newspaper,
then act like a fucking hypocrite elsewhere.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by G.Man wants a hyphen - 23-07-2008 10:09

If | cared about your silly opinions, I'd ask you to specify where | have contradicted myself in terms of morality. But | don't
and | won't.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dogbeak - 23-07-2008 10:13

Benitez wastes money.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by ad hoc - 23-07-2008 10:25

| love this thread.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 23-07-2008 10:42

G.Man wants a hyphen wrote:
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If | cared about your silly opinions, I'd ask you to specify where | have contradicted myself in terms of morality. But | don't
and | won't.

Given the amount of time you have devoted to my 'silly opinions' across this thread, I'm guessing you care about them a
lot more than you're letting on, you pompous little arse.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Nico Rijnders - 23-07-2008 10:56

| think we get the point now, eh?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 23-07-2008 10:59

Is this argument eventually going to rage across all six of the boards?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by King Mob - 23-07-2008 11:08

I must say, this thread has exceeded my wildest expectations. Christ only knows what it will be like once the Premiership
season actually starts.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by King Mob - 23-07-2008 11:11

Is this argument eventually going to rage across all six of the boards?

Heh. Like an OTF 'Crisis on Infinite Earths'?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hofzinser - 23-07-2008 11:13

"Crisis of Infinite Dearths"

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 23-07-2008 11:18

Not infinite though - six

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 23-07-2008 11:19
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Or even seven.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 23-07-2008 11:30

King Mob wrote:
Is this argument eventually going to rage across all six of the boards?

Heh. Like an OTF 'Crisis on Infinite Earths'?

I'd be more than happy for it to not happen on any boards, but given gman's only contributions to this thread have been
to dig, and to say he's not going to stop, I'll leave in his court.

I'll leave it with what | said a few pages back about how | treat people as they treat others. He wants to continue having
digs, he'll get it back. He stops having pointless digs, I'll stop responding.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by G.Man wants a hyphen - 23-07-2008 13:02

http://images.amazon.com/images/P/BO00BBOVGC.01. SCLZZZZZZZ .ipg

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Bored Of Discipline - 23-07-2008 19:52

Sorry, bit late arriving at this thread.

My only contribution is to say that | have only just seen that new grey away kit on the shops (strange they didn't make a
bigger deal about it)

Worst. Kit. Ever.
A market trader would be embarrassed passing that one off as kosher.

There's always next year, | suppose

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 23-07-2008 22:06

sixmartletsandaseagull wrote:

hobbes wrote:

The fact that the only people backing him up appear to be Liverpool fans

Isn't this more to do with it being a thread about Liverpool, so there are bound to be a preponderance of Liverpool fans
on here and the haters being incapable of seeing past their seething badmind?

Or that Liverpool fans are often though not always more likely to pay close attention to him, indeed see more of him on a
weekly basis, which is all fair comment and good. | always take advice on LFC from a Liverpool watching friend of mine
as he indeed watches them more often and more closely than me.

Is there anyone on this board who watches Liverpool "on a weekly basis" (not counting MotD)? Genuine question.

Can we rename this thread " | heart Javier Mascherano"? It would seem fitting.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by EIM - 23-07-2008 22:17

Is there anyone on this board who watches Liverpool "on a weekly basis" (not counting MotD)? Genuine question.

Why does this matter?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 23-07-2008 22:42

Because 6M&S intimated that Liverpool fans' high opinion of Mascherano may stem from it.

| don't necessarily agree, though | believe you can garner a different (though not necessarily better or more accurate)
appreciation from seeing a player at a live match than on TV.

And because I'm on holiday, have had a few Super Bocks and am feeling impish.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by BrunoMaggiore - 23-07-2008 22:48

| don't know about Liverpool, but | watch Javier Mascherano on an hourly basis. He's my desktop background. He's so
dreamy.

http://img.thesun.co.uk/multimedia/archive/00438/Javier_Mascherano 438372a.jpg

http://img.skysports.com/08/04/218x298/Javier_Mascherano_812176.jpg

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by EIM - 23-07-2008 22:55

Super Bock is ace.

But yeah. When I'm at the match, | have no idea what's going on. | tend to pay more attention when watching on telly.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by The_Liquidator - 24-07-2008 08:31

You can get a better tactical perspective on things at the ground if you have a decent vantage point, and often if you
watch it on TV the audience will generally follow along with what the commentators spoon feed you.

But yeah, it depends on your seat and your ability not to get cuaght up in the moment; ask me what tactical moves won
us the Champions League semi at home and you'll get a big fat fuck all from me.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Sash - 24-07-2008 08:38
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Actually, re: watching Mascherano live. Chelsea-Liverpool 0-0 last season in Feb. Watching on TV everyone was bored
sh*tless (yes, it was a rubbish game) and none of my mates | spoke to afterwards seemed to have any idea what an
unbelievable performance Mascherano put in that day. Macherano worship in the away end that day.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 24-07-2008 10:03

ask me what tactical moves won us the Champions League semi at home and you'll get a big fat fuck all from me
Liverpool having a full back so scared of using his right foot that he'd rather head the ball on the floor.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dogbeak - 24-07-2008 10:17

The_Liquidator wrote:
You can get a better tactical perspective on things at the ground if you have a decent vantage point,

The vantage point you commonly get on TV is garbage, and condenses too much of the width of the field; the overhead
shots in Euro 2008 gave a great idea of the dimensions of the pitch and a great idea of each player's positioning.

I'm not sure what would be the most ideal way of filming all 90 minutes of a game, but | think zooming out a little would
be a good start.

| can easily imagine Mascherano looking worse on TV than in person. His position isn't geared towards doing something
impressive to get on your five minute highlights package. Playing a game that relies on positioning, and applying
pressure and closing down doesn't translate well to a visual system where the onus is on getting a close-up of the fella
with the ball.

Hence when you see Mascherano on TV the focus is inevitably drawn to him tackling, getting up, and playing the short
pass. The vast majority of his game is, | think, downplayed by the way football is shown on television.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Bill Poster - 24-07-2008 11:22

To answer the question upthread, | don't watch Liverpool on a weekly basis no.

Living 200 miles away* from the home ground and not having a season ticket limits my home match attendances. I'm a
Sky objector too and other threads detail my experiences of Setanta.

So a combination of some home and away attendances as and when time and finances allow, Sopcast and matches
down the pub.

*and before the Bluenoses say something smart, | am originally from Merseyside

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Phoebe - 24-07-2008 12:13

dogbeak wrote:
The_Liquidator wrote:
You can get a better tactical perspective on things at the ground if you have a decent vantage point,

The vantage point you commonly get on TV is garbage, and condenses too much of the width of the field; the overhead
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shots in Euro 2008 gave a great idea of the dimensions of the pitch and a great idea of each player's positioning.

I'm not sure what would be the most ideal way of filming all 90 minutes of a game, but | think zooming out a little would
be a good start.

| can easily imagine Mascherano looking worse on TV than in person. His position isn't geared towards doing something
impressive to get on your five minute highlights package. Playing a game that relies on positioning, and applying
pressure and closing down doesn't translate well to a visual system where the onus is on getting a close-up of the fella
with the ball.

Hence when you see Mascherano on TV the focus is inevitably drawn to him tackling, getting up, and playing the short
pass. The vast majority of his game is, | think, downplayed by the way football is shown on television.

But that's true of all players, and it's only thanks to the conventional wisdom about Makelele c2002 that most fans even
realised what the position entailed.

That said, the better players (and those inform) can show their range, even within the confines of television. I've never
seen Makelele play live, but | know what he can do. Seeing Dieter Eilts at the semi and final of Euro 1996 didn't add any
extra dimension to his game, because he'd been able to show it all off already. There is a lot of off the ball work in that
role, but Makelele and Eilts were always prepared, and always positioned correctly, so they were where they needed to
be to break the attacks down, and start the next attack off with a simple pass.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 25-07-2008 09:40

Well, it looks like Liverpool's chances may be about to improve somewhat.
Arbeloa wants to go back to Spain for "personal reasons."

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 25-07-2008 09:46

Arbeloa's been one of the better signings, | would have thought. Still, good news for Steve Finnan.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 25-07-2008 09:50

Sort of put another spanner in the works on the Barry deal seeing as Finnan was going to be part of that.
Still, good old Steve sees off yet another pretender to the full back throne. What's that? Four so far?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 25-07-2008 09:52

3, | think. Degen will be the fourth when he leaves next year.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 25-07-2008 10:13

Still, at least between them they've been a combined outlay of about 48p.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Toro De France - 25-07-2008 17:33

Arbeloa was an excellent, very tidy footballer, who had a lot of trouble with injuries this season.

The Barry deal is long dead, Villa themselves say they haven't heard back from Liverpool for ages, and Juve aren't
buying Alonso any more. If he goes anywhere it'll be to Arsenal.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 25-07-2008 18:43

Arbeloa was one of the many nondescript players who were and are helping to ensure that Liverpool remain well off the
pace.

| find it hard to imagine Barry signing for Arsenal. Wenger likes midfielders who are extremely skilful on the ball, very
temperamental, and about 135lbs soaking wet. Barry is none of those things.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 26-07-2008 19:48

| thought he meant if Alonso " goes anywhere it'll be to Arsenal ".

Either would be a surprise and | was wondering where Toro's info was coming from.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Toro De France - 27-07-2008 03:00

No, | meant Barry. Arsenal have let a load of midfielders go, have basically nobody who can tackle anymore, and have
been linked with him a bit by usually reliable sources.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by gerontophile - 27-07-2008 06:39

Toro, can you name one? | would be well pleased if we (ding) have a tackler for the coming season.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 27-07-2008 09:17

I never think of Barry as a tackler particularly, despite his time in defence.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 28-07-2008 17:52
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Robbie Keane joins Liverpool for £18 million and another £2.3 million in add-ons

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tony C - 28-07-2008 17:58

A lot of money but if I'd pay it for anyone I'd pay it for Keane.
A class act in my book - him and Torres will go well together.

Just two decent wide players and Rafa is in business.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 28-07-2008 18:30

Keane's career transfer fees now amount to about £57 million, making him by several million miles the most expensive
Republic of Ireland player in history.

It's a lot of money for a guy who has averaged fewer than 12 league goals per season since 2000, including penalties.

He'll probably do alright -- better than Kuyt or Bellamy, anyway -- but | can't see him making that much of a difference to
Liverpool, and the fee is way too high.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tony C - 28-07-2008 18:49

"It's a lot of money for a guy who has averaged fewer than 12 league goals per season since 2000, including penalties".

It's fair to say that Keane isn't a front-line top scorer nor is he a "Youtube Star' as the modern parlance would have it -
that is, a demonstratively flash player - but over any given ninety minutes his work-rate, intelligent running and keen eye
for the pass threaded through a packed defence create a lot of space and chances for team-mates. He's technically good
and strong on the ball, too. | have always rated him highly since | first saw him at Wolves but | know not everyone will
have the same opinion.

We've paid a similar fee for Jo. | know which player | would have preferred.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 28-07-2008 19:00

It does seem like an awful lot of money.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 28-07-2008 19:05

HoH's statistical analysis fails to take account of the evident improvement in keane's play in his last three seasons at
tottenham. "had real madrid paid £80m for cristiano ronaldo, it would have been a lot of money for a guy who has
averaged just over 13 league goals per season since 2003, including penalties."

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 06:49



Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 28-07-2008 19:05

I've actually seen Keane score a number of pretty eyecatching goals over the years.

| think he will be another Peter Crouch, a lukewarm success whose signing ultimately brings Liverpool no nearer to the
league title they crave.

While looking up his stats for Tottenham, | noticed that he tends to take until about October to get off the mark in the
league. He'll probably score on his Liverpool debut now that I've said that.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 28-07-2008 19:06

Robbie Keane isn't a winger, you clown.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 28-07-2008 19:12

| think he will be another Peter Crouch, a lukewarm success whose signing ultimately brings Liverpool no nearer to the
league title they crave.
| can never tell if you actually really think this stuff or are just fervently willing it to be true.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 28-07-2008 19:14

Sorry Hobbes, which bit is wrong? The bit about Crouch being a lukewarm success (after an abysmal first six months)?
The bit about his signing not turning Liverpool into real championship contenders? The bit about Liverpool being
ravenous for a league title?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by garcia - 28-07-2008 19:17

cristiano ronaldo is many things but he's no winger.

great picture of cristiano in the sunday times all greased up and a deep rich mahogany like george michael in club
tropicana.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 28-07-2008 19:28

| didn't say any of it was wrong. Although it's too early to say what impact he'll have. It's just you're so earnest in your
belief as if you've got your eyes squeezed shut and your fingers crossed, jumping up and down on the spot.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by gerontophile - 28-07-2008 19:50

Keane goes to Liverpool? hahahahahahaha
| reckon the 'Anfield Roar" will take one look after a goal, and think ;hahjhahahaajhahahahaha’

Alternatively, he would have been good with Peter Crouch, oh | see,,, hahahahahahahahajjjjhahaha

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 28-07-2008 19:50

Ah, don't talk nonsense. Are we all supposed to remain silent on how we actually think he will do, just for fear of
offending Liverpool fans' sensibilities? You're already said yourself you think he's overpriced.

The majority of Benitez's signings have not set the place alight in any case, so I'm hardly going out on a massive limb
here by saying | reckon he'll do moderately well but no more.

We've been watching Keane for Ireland for almost a decade, we know what he's like. He's talented but also very
frustrating.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by gerontophile - 28-07-2008 19:51

dont mind being proved wrong, but HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA

sorry. It had to be said.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by gerontophile - 28-07-2008 19:54

Robbie Keane is the best that S Benitez will do.... hahaha
get a n other defender, get a midfielder who isnt a twat, make Torresm *still) the best attacker... and what do you get?

Fulham reserves

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 28-07-2008 20:01

Are we all supposed to remain silent on how we actually think he will do, just for fear of offending Liverpool fans'
sensibilities?
Rest assured dear boy, my sensibilities are intact. It just tickles me, is all.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hot Orange - 28-07-2008 21:16

Meanwhile, super Darren Bent demonstrates that, with Keane's departure, he's set to show everyone how good he is by
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scoring four at Norwich. Fabulous.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Bryantop - 28-07-2008 21:51

Fernando Torres is going to go absolutely mental relying on Steven Gerrard and Robbie Keane for service.
This clip best sums up Robbie Keane. (And yes, that is Kevin Kilbane, | couldn't believe it myself at first.)

Robbie Keane's last Ireland goal against decent opposition in a proper match was at the 2002 World Cup.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Auntie Beryl - 28-07-2008 21:59

Keane did a lot of good things for us over the six years he was at WHL but £18m+?

| thought Liverpool weren't in a position to throw money around. Clearly this supposition was untrue. Don't get me wrong,
he'll score goals if he's allowed to play every match and not sulk, but he's no squad player or impact sub.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by The Moral Animal - 29-07-2008 09:37

Robbie Keane doesn't look quite right in a Liverpool top.

http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/media/images/44871000/jpg/_44871830_keane226_credit.jpg

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 29-07-2008 09:55

It is rather a lot of money.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by sixmartletsandaseagull - 29-07-2008 09:56

There is no doubt it is odd seeing him in a Liverpool shirt, and that 18-20 million seems high.

But such figures don't have the currency in big businees football that they once did for many of us who still think of
transfer fees in old terms (well | do anyway).

I think he is a very good player who will do very well there. | can see him and Torres hitting it off. Though of course he
won't make the leap to title winners for them on his own. Nor should he be expected to.

| think it is a shrewd buy by Benitez, one with a good understanding of the needs of premiership football. Keane has
gone up a level or two in the past 2-3 seasons and it isn't all about buying world acclaimed stars for a league campaign.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
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Posted by G.Man wants a hyphen - 29-07-2008 10:36

| don't think | agree with that at all. | reckon Keane is another typical Liverpool signing along the lines of Harry Kewell.
He'll probably score 12 goals next season. Not disastrous, but not very good either.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Eggchaser - 29-07-2008 10:38

Hot Orange wrote:
Meanwhile, super Darren Bent demonstrates that, with Keane's departure, he's set to show everyone how good he is by
scoring four at Norwich. Fabulous.

| was trying to remember which strikers are left at Spurs.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Sir Fartle - 29-07-2008 11:01

Scousers sign lazy Irishman and go giddy...

| see.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 29-07-2008 11:17

I'd be interested to see where this giddiness is manifested in the thread.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Venga - 29-07-2008 11:17

hobbes wrote:
It is rather a lot of money.

Not that bad in relative terms. When you consider that Everton are squeezing £13m out of Fulham for Andy bloody
Johnson and that Man Utd doled out £30m odd for Tevez, it seems pretty conservative for a player of Kene's quality. Is
Tevez twice the player Keane is?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 29-07-2008 11:20

Venga wrote:
Man Utd doled out £30m odd for Tevez

If they do end up having to pay anything like that for Tevez, it will mean they'll have achieved so much success that they
won't care about thirty-odd million quid.

If the next four or five seasons are success-free for United then Tevez will ultimately cost about £16m or £17m.

Robbie Keane will, however, almost certainly do a lot better than Harry Kewell, who was a piss-taker and a waste of
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everyone's time.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by JtS - 29-07-2008 11:22

Price sounds a touch toppish, but | think Keane will do well with Torres at Liverpool. | think he'll get an excellent reception
on 1st November

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tactical Genius - 29-07-2008 11:36

OK, my thoughts on Keane.

He has done very well at Spurs and since he has been made captain, has played out of his skin.

Initially he was number 2 in players i hated most in a spurs shirt (behind Jenas). What used to really piss me off was his
inability to stay onside and his annoying habit of stopping playing and whinging at the linesman for 1-2 minutes whenever
a descision was not giving or given against him.

An incident that sums up Keane for me is this.

We played West Brom in a cup match at the lane about 3 seasons ago (or it may have been in league on the same
season) anyway, keane was robustly dispossed (fairly) by a west brom defender in their left back position (probably
Albrechson), rather than try and win the ball back, Keane stopped, turned to the linesman 5 yards away from him and
started to moan and remonstrate. The crowd started shouting and pointing, and keane, thinking he had the support of the
crowd, continued to remonstrate. Unknown to Keane, the player who won the ball off him had advanced 5 yards, trod on
the ball and fell on his arse. the ball had squired back and was actually a foot behind keane, hence why the crowd was
pointing and shouting.

If the stupid idiot had turned around, he could have ran in on goal and scored, but he was so busy moaning, the defender
got up, brushed himself down and went his merry way.

That is the Keane | hope Liverpool signs.

£18 million is was too much for him and liverpool will need to do some serious re-jigging of thier formation to have keane,
Gerrard and Torres as an effective combination.

Good luck keane, i wish him all the best, he has given us many yers of good performances, a couple of years of great
performances and we have got a lot of money for him.

And Daniel levy should shut up and concentrate of getting a mug team to spend 15million plus on Jennas.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Floreat Ultonia - 29-07-2008 11:43

Robbie Keane's last Ireland goal against decent opposition in a proper match was at the 2002 World Cup

To be fair to Keane (or at least put this stat in context), the South haven't beaten a higher ranked team in a competitive
game since 2001.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by pawlu - 29-07-2008 11:45

hobbes wrote:
It is rather a lot of money.

Until you hear that Fulham are to pay £15 million for Andy Johnson. Last year there were those who said that Benitez
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had overpaid by paying £23million for Fernando Torres. Whether a transfer fee is high or not is ultimately determined by
how a player does for a club.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hot Orange - 29-07-2008 11:48

You can't pay 18m for a guy who celebrates goals by doing a crappy forward roll that a five-year-old in their first PE class
would be ashamed of.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 29-07-2008 11:59

Floreat Ultonia wrote:
Robbie Keane's last Ireland goal against decent opposition in a proper match was at the 2002 World Cup

To be fair to Keane (or at least put this stat in context), the South haven't beaten a higher ranked team in a competitive
game since 2001.

Keane bears a large part of the responsibility for that. His performances for Ireland since the 2002 World Cup have been
almost uniformly terrible.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Floreat Ultonia - 29-07-2008 12:24

Fair point about RK's record. | checked his stats on WP: 10 goals in the three competitions since, but five of them were
against San Marino and Faeroes.

He did score a decent goal against Cymru last time | watched your lot.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by gerontophile - 29-07-2008 12:32

if it means anything to Liverpool fans, he got the number 7 shirt.

Good luck.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 29-07-2008 12:33

He did -- but it was a dead match with absolutely nothing at stake.

I've banged on about that Faroe Islands game here in the past. We won 2-0. Keane tapped in from close range and later
scored a penalty. He also missed five or six sitters.

The crowd wanted to kill him by the end -- and this was on the night when he had broken the Rep of Irl goalscoring
record.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by morgan - 29-07-2008 18:10

Whilst | shall miss Robbie, it's a great price for him and too good to turn down.

For all Levy's faults, he did well to get £20.3m plus a full public apology from Liverpool for the tapping up (plus the charity
payment). Just hope he manages to find adequate replacement soon as we down to just Berbatov and Bent up front
now.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Allez Fritz - 29-07-2008 19:43

Keane played really well when he was captain last year for much longer than his previous habit. He'll get a good
reception at WHL in November.

| think a couple of his faults will really let him down at liverpool. he is the worst player ever on the break, always hangs
onto the ball too long and then checks back.

The moaning.
Spurs suited him and i can't see the Liverpool crowd putting up with his crap performances as they did at Spurs. At WHL

there were often many crap performers so Robbie often shone for his evidident effort and arm gesturing action which was
better than the demoralised trudge of some of the other wasters.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tactical Genius - 29-07-2008 20:28

Fritz is 100% right.

However Keane might shine if he is first choice as playing with better players seem to improve his game (as one can see
since the arrival of Berbatov.

Sadly, i don't think he is a player who can cope with being rotated. When he was roted under Jol (with Defoe) he didn't
show his best form and was a lazy whinger.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Bryantop - 29-07-2008 21:34

Poor Torres now has to rely on gallery passers Keane and Gerrard, with headless chicken Kuijt and look-for-the-tackle
Babel on the wings.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by JtS - 30-07-2008 11:11

Yeah, if Benitez rotates him Keane will stink.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Spearmint Rhino - 30-07-2008 11:20
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Is this the thread to bitch about Liverpool signing Robbie Keane? OK, here goes.

I've always had him down as a twat rather than a cunt, unless there's some cuntery I've forgotten about. That's OK.
We've signed twats before (eg Paul Ince). It's not like the time we nearly signed Bowyer. I'm sure | could learn to like, if
not actually love him, in a "Yes he's a twat but he's our twat now" kind of way (which | never quite managed with Craig
Bellamy).

The thing is, he's 28 now, he's probably not going to suddenly blossom into a vastly better player than he's been for
Spurs the last few years, and he simply isn't the kind of big, take-us-to-the-next-level signing | was looking for this
summer.

Is he really better than Peter Crouch, for example? A different kind of player, sure, but better? It smacks of Bellamy or
Barmby all over again: a capable Premier League forward who's all very well as a squad player, but who the other top
teams weren't interested in (so why are we?).

Evidence of his twattery from yesterday's newspapers, by the way...

1) He claims to be a lifelong Liverpool fan (the verbal equivalent of badgekissing).

2) He talks about himself in the third person: "I had six great years at Spurs. There are players leaving Tottenham, but
there are also good players coming in. | can only focus on Robbie Keane and what is good for me."

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 30-07-2008 11:22

Spearmint Rhino wrote:
I've always had him down as a twat rather than a cunt, unless there's some cuntery I've forgotten about.

He burned a wad of local money in front of a group of begging Macedonian urchins, though that was about eight years
ago.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tony C - 30-07-2008 11:29

"Is he really better than Peter Crouch, for example?"
Yes, much better.

Curious how I, with no vested interest in this whatsoever, seem to think that this will be a really good signing for Liverpool
whereas the broad reaction of other posters - even Liverpool supporters - has ranged from luke-warm to near-hostile.

Keane is a class player who has matured a lot in terms of his play and his attutude in the last season or two. He'll go well
with Torres and is a class apart from Kuyt or Voronin. Enjoy, Liverpool fans, for God's sake. Your new golden age is
dawning.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tactical Genius - 30-07-2008 11:36

| was with you Tony C until you said this,
"Enjoy, Liverpool fans, for God's sake. Your new golden age is dawning."

Then i realied you were taking the mickey.
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Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Duncan Gardner - 30-07-2008 11:36

| had six great years at Spurs. There are players leaving Tottenham, but there are also good players coming in. | can
only focus on Robbie Keane and what is good for me

Isn't that all in the first person- me, myself, 1?

What a great goal that was by Goran Stavreski for the Macedonians.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Spearmint Rhino - 30-07-2008 11:38

Duncan Gardner wrote:

| had six great years at Spurs. There are players leaving Tottenham, but there are also good players coming in. | can
only focus on Robbie Keane and what is good for me

Isn't that all in the first person- me, myself, 1?

No.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Duncan Gardner - 30-07-2008 11:41

Ah, | missed the there are players leaving bit. Still only one out of four though.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Fatter Hipper - 30-07-2008 11:43

I've got a huge soft spot for Keane. He scored the first goal | ever saw in a professional football game and went on to add
another (2-1 win v Bolton Wanderers, FA Cup Round 3, 1999). He was a model professional during his time with Wolves
(and, to be fair, he always said he was a Liverpool fan then) and no-one wished him ill when he left. He didn't celebrate
any of the four goals he scored against us when playing for Spurs during our Premier League season and has made a
number of comments saying how much he appreciates what Wolves did for him.

Those | know at Wolves with better contacts than | only say good things about him and find it hard to believe the
beggar/cash burning incident.

Much as | dislike Liverpool, I still like Keane and hope he does well.

So there.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tony C - 30-07-2008 11:45

Tactical Genius wrote:
I was with you Tony C until you said this,
"Enjoy, Liverpool fans, for God's sake. Your new golden age is dawning."

Then i realied you were taking the mickey.
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No, | wasn't really. | think Liverpool will be much more credible challengers for the title this year than ever before under
Benitez. Their '‘Best XI' is pretty much as good now as that of Chelsea or Manchester United and they have reasonable
back-up in terms of squad players too.

| think Benitez needs to scrap his 'rotation' system and let the team settle. | believe they will have a very good season if
he does this.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Spearmint Rhino - 30-07-2008 11:48

Duncan Gardner wrote:
Ah, | missed the there are players leaving bit. Still only one out of four though.

It's the "I can only focus on Robbie Keane" part, Duncan.

It's the Alan Shearer disease.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 30-07-2008 11:51

Tony C wrote:
Their 'Best XI' is pretty much as good now as that of Chelsea or Manchester United and they have reasonable back-up in
terms of squad players too.

You're joking. How many Liverpool players apart from Torres would have a hope of getting a regular game for Man
United?

FH, the Macedonia money thing definitely happened. | am friends with a Sunday Tribune journo who personally
witnessed it.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Duncan Gardner - 30-07-2008 11:59

It's the "I can only focus on Robbie Keane" part
Ah. Got past my bullshit detector, that one.

In other news, Robbie's old junior team, Crumlin United, were bricked in their digs at Coleraine Uni this week. They're in
town for the NI Youth Milk Cup.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tactical Genius - 30-07-2008 12:01

"No, | wasn't really. | think Liverpool will be much more credible challengers for the title this year than ever before under
Benitez. Their '‘Best XI' is pretty much as good now as that of Chelsea or Manchester United and they have reasonable
back-up in terms of squad players too0."

Not sure about that Tony.
Liverpool's first Xl is pretty solid and better than anyone outside the top for but does not compare with Man U, Chelsea or

even Arsenal.
And their Squad is very light on quality, especially at the back.
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They are over subscribed in some positions (up front, right midfield) and short of Quality in others (In goal, defence and
left midfield).

So what you will get with Liverpool is alot of players playing out of position, even more so when you have 1 or two injuries.
What that does is turn easy victories on paper into hard fought 1-0 (thus tiring out the likes of Gerrard and Torres) draws
against the likes of Villa, Everton and Spurs and no chance beating the top 3.

Liverpool will finish 3rd or 4th again this season a fair distance behind Man U and Chelsea.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tony C - 30-07-2008 12:29

"You're joking. How many Liverpool players apart from Torres would have a hope of getting a regular game for Man
United?"

Reina, Carragher, Skrtel, Agger, Gerrard, Mascherano, Alonso, Keane.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by dogbeak - 30-07-2008 12:33

Reina, Carragher, Skrtel, Agger, Gerrard, Mascherano, Alonso, Keane.

Reina might get a game once v.d.Sar retires.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by loose cannon - 30-07-2008 12:42

The career and transfers of Robbie Keane never cease to amaze me.

If anything | would have expected him to turn up in Sunderland and instead he'll be in running around in red at Anfield.
How did he get there?

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 30-07-2008 12:54

Tony C wrote:

"You're joking. How many Liverpool players apart from Torres would have a hope of getting a regular game for Man
United?"

Reina, Carragher, Skrtel, Agger, Gerrard, Mascherano, Alonso, Keane.

Tony, the question is would they be regular starters at Man United, not Man City.

Agger and Skrtel ahead of Nemanja Vidic and Rio Ferdinand? Gerrard ahead of Paul Scholes? Reina, who can't catch a
dropping ball to save his life? Carragher, who can barely run any more?

Alonso can't even get a regular place at Liverpool, so I'm not sure how he would go about nailing down one at United.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 30-07-2008 13:02
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Erm...

Gerrard ahead of Paul Scholes?

Carragher, who can barely run any more?

Scholes of course being up for the 400 metres in the olympics.
Reina, who can't catch a dropping ball to save his life?

Yet still managed Golden Gloves 2 seasons in a row.

Agger and Skrtel ahead of Nemanja Vidic and Rio Ferdinand?
I'd have Agger and Vidic to be honest.

Perhaps it's be a better question, who would Liverpool take from Man Utd's starting 11.

Trick Pony, Rooney, Vidic, Evra, maybe Tevez. | wouldn't go near Carrick, Brown, Ferdinand etc. with a 50 foot pole.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 30-07-2008 13:20

I've never heard of the Golden Gloves except in a boxing context, but | do know one thing, Pepe Reina can't catch the
ball.

Daniel Agger hasn't kicked a single ball since September 2007, and his entire Liverpool career consists of about 40
games, so how you can put him ahead of a guy who's just been a mainstay of a league and European Cup-winning team
is anyone's guess.

We all like to overrate our own players. In my more distracted moments | sometimes fondly imagine that Aiden McGeady
will be the finest left-winger in Europe one day, and that Shunsuke Nakamura is the best free-kick taker on the planet.
But Reina and Agger ahead of van der Sar and Ferdinand? Christ.

All these amazing players do actually get a regular game in the Premiership. And guess what? The team that they get a
regular game for consistently finishes miles behind the team that actually goes and wins the league.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Harri Saer - 30-07-2008 13:31

hobbes wrote:
| wouldn't go near Carrick, Brown, Ferdinand etc. with a 50 foot pole.

Liverpool's manager would though, if he could afford them.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 30-07-2008 13:35

The team that they get a regular game for consistently finishes miles behind the team that actually goes and wins the
league.

There's more to a successful team than it's individual players, as you well know, otherwise Real Madrid would have been
all-conquering in their Galacticos phase, Barcelona would have won the last 2 or 3 big cups and Chelsea would have
spanked Man Utd the last 2 seasons. And Pompey wouldn't have won the FA Cup etc. etc.

| mnea, you can't honestly honestly think that Wes Brown and Michael Carrick are anything more than acceptable level
premiership footballers. This is not about me overrating Liverpool players - I've been quite clear about my expectations
for my team this coming season on the first-ish page of the thread, it's about you overrating Man Utd ones.

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 06:49



Oh and here

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Tactical Genius - 30-07-2008 13:38

An objective view from the Tactical Genius.

Reina V Van Der Sar.

This is debatable, there is not much between them so the choice would be more subjective.

Carragher is no longer a decent right-back let alone a good one and there is no way in hell he is better than Rio or Vidic.

Skrtel, after a dodgy first couple of games has improved, but has a way to go to prove he is as consistently good as
Brown let alone Vidic and Rio.

Agger. Looked a good player in his first season and was injured for most of last season, yet to prove he is as good as the
united pair.
The Liverpool full-back are not worth mentioning.

Midfield.

it would be wrong to compare anyone to Scholes or Giggs as they are only still at Man U for thier experience and this
season their contributions will be less than they were even last season.

it would be better to use, Nani, Anderson, Hargreaves and Carrick as comparisons.

Gerrard, Not a better right midfielder than Ronaldo and will not dislodge Rooney either, if at Man U, he will join the
rotation and will be one of the 4 along with Scholes, Giggs, Anderson, Carrick and fletcher and Hargreaves. The same
goes for Mascherano alther i would play the rapidly improving Anderson and Hargreaves ahead of him.

Robbie Keane Would probably get a game when either Rooney or Tevez are rotated out of the team and besides
Mascherano is the player most suited to Man U's style of play.

The only two Liverpool players who would walk into man u's team are Torres and possibly Reina, the others would be
squad players at best.

Gerrard would probably be a regular too, but only because he is Steven Gerrard and will be benched once his death or
glory style of football starts to cost them points.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 30-07-2008 13:40

(to Hobbes)
So if it's not actually the players who are at fault, then the logical conclusion is that the manager isn't up to it.

| don't rate Carrick, that's true, but what's so awful about Wes Brown? He's just had a great season and hardly put a foot
wrong in what isn't even his natural position.

That link is giving an error message.

Re:Liverpool\'s stately advance to the PL title
Posted by hobbes - 30-07-2008 13:51

I've fixed the link.
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