
Quote of the day
Posted by Incos Senna - 02-07-2008 12:54
_____________________________________

In a LA Times article about the US spying on the Iraqi army:



The satellites are "imaging military installations that the Iraqi army occupies," said a former U.S. military official, who said
slides from the images had been used in recent closed briefings at U.S. facilities in the Middle East. "They're imaging
training areas that the Iraqi army utilizes. They're imaging roads that Iraqi armored vehicles and large convoys transit."



Military officials and experts said the move showed concern by U.S. commanders about whether their Iraqi counterparts
would follow U.S. guidance or keep their coalition partners fully informed.



"It suggests that we don't have complete confidence in their chain of command, or in their willingness to tell us what
they're going to do because they may fear that we may try to get them not to do it," said John Pike, director of
GlobalSecurity.org, a website about intelligence and military issues.



But the development was also seen as a sign the Iraqi army has reached a level of independence and competence that
U.S. military planners had hoped it would achieve.



"The bad news is we're spying on Iraqis," said the former military official. "The good news is that we have to."
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