TFC Death March After All - The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 26-03-2008 12:11

| have nothing to say, but | thought I'd restart this thread over in the New World.

Inca, are you supposed to bless the thread or something?

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 26-03-2008 14:57

Dang, | was hoping to get this in.

Funny how the new board goes up the very same week as the MLS season starts. We had very nearly 800 posts before
a proper game--who knows what it would be like when the Galaxy begin their march to glory. Someone should be put in
jail for their lack of humor.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 26-03-2008 15:58

| got the last word on the old thread, too. Something to the effect of: y'all better get used to vast hordes of TFC fans
descending on your stadia.

Just got my tickets but am now worried about my ability to cross the border because my passport is at an embassy in DC
getting a visa stamp and I'm not 100% sure it will be back in time...

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 26-03-2008 17:57

Well, do I not like not having control of the thread title any more.

Is this also the general American soccer thread though? | need somewhere to post Michael Bradley updates for JV.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 26-03-2008 18:36

Testing the NSA's data mining capabilities again, eh, Gramsci?

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 26-03-2008 19:45

not sure if this is going to be the American soccer thread as well but...

Bradley didn't start Beasley against Poland... did he finally see the light or is there something more to it?

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 26-03-2008 19:49
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Beasley is injured. He's also very good.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 26-03-2008 19:53

| didn't realize he was hurt.

He is a good player, but that doesn't mean he is part of the best US eleven. Donovan Clark Bradley Dempsey is
something | have wanted to see for some time now...

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 26-03-2008 19:56

Beasley's been out most of the year with a serious knee (I think) injury. He'd been playing quite well before that.

It's certainly debatable whether he's an inked-in starter, | agree, but on form, he's got something most Americans don't in
terms of ability to beat people.

Of course, I'm biased having loved watching him rip past MLS defenders for the Fire.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 26-03-2008 20:03

Agreed, in form he is quite interesting out there. | just think he always seems a bit timid in international matches.

Ching on the other hand (not sure if you are watching the match with Poland) is quite useless and | don't understand his
inclusion.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 26-03-2008 20:11

The 2008 player pool:(http://www.ussoccer.com/common/stContent.jsp_16-MNT2008.html
The only 3 players not in MLS are in Denmark or Norway. (So ho UK-based players.)

(Considering Convey, Dempsey, and Adu all played against Mexico, | don't really know what that means.)

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 26-03-2008 20:12

I'm taping the US game to watch later, so no spoilers would be good.

Ching is not very good at international level. Like Twellman, he's just good enough to be very good in MLS, but has
nothing special enough about him to succeed at a higher level.
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Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 26-03-2008 20:50

Is psounder a new member? | remember there was a guy from Tacoma that posted a few times before, but don't know if
you're him, psounder.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 26-03-2008 21:38

yep same person, just couldn't remember my login from the old site. Read regularly, rarely feel the need to comment.
Decided with the new forums it would finally be time to do more than lurk. Especially now that I will finally have an MLS
team | can bring myself to support. Just hope they don't ruin the tradition and name.

For those that haven't seen it, www.mlsinseattle.com is running a vote for the team's name, featuring the choices Seattle
FC, Seattle Alliance, and Seattle Republic. They are, however, allowing a write-in spot, and many of the Sounders faithful
are writing in "Seattle Sounders". Supposedly including even FC to the Seattle Sounders name would split the votes.

FC seems like the cop-out choice for those unwilling to keep Sounders, as it would allow the nickname to remain
Sounders.

Alliance is a pathetic attempt that | hope gets no recognition, and Republic is the name of one of Seattle's largest parking
garage companies, although | think the name is more a reference to the fans being able to partially own the club.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 26-03-2008 22:21

According to reports, MLS has rejected the Sounders name because it is not trademarked. The ability for anyone to use
the name and logo is obviously a problem for any corporate entity.

However, it strikes me that this is a massive opportunity for the fans. Perhaps ursus can fill us in on the finer points of
intellectual property law, but it seems that Psounder and his crew can basically do whatever the hell they want with the
Sounders logo.

In other words, it may be a blessing in disguise that Sounders (apparently) can't be your 'official' nickname.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 26-03-2008 22:48

Welcome, Psounder!

Goldstone, | tried to get "American soccer"” in the title, but the character limits on titles are shorter than they used to be. |
figured everyone would use it as such anyway if | stuck the MLS title on.

Urs, | think the NSA is well aware of who | am given which embassy my passport is at.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 26-03-2008 22:55

Breaking News from the Narco Petro Superpower:

We have a Championship!
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Canadian Qualification Tournament dates:

 Toronto FC at Montreal Impact - May 27, 2008 (Stade Saputo)

 Vancouver Whitecaps at Montreal Impact (Stade Saputo) - June 17, 2008

* Montreal Impact at Vancouver Whitecaps (Swangard Stadium) - June 25, 2008

* Vancouver Whitecaps at Toronto FC (BMO Field) - July 1, 2008 (the Canada Day touch is nice)
» Toronto FC at Vancouver Whitecaps (Swangard Stadium) - July 9, 2008

» Montreal Impact at Toronto FC (BMO Field) - July 22, 2008

I'm pissed because I'm out of the country for the Impact-TFC game, and | think I'm going to have to choose between
going to Vancouver on the 9th of July and going to Chicago on the 12th (this is a tough call...). Seriously doubt the wife
is going to let me do both.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 26-03-2008 23:00

Welcome psounder.

| am old enough to have seen the Sounders at the Kingdome, though principles of full disclosure require me to note that |
support Vancouver Whitecaps (then and now).

IP law is complicated and not my field at all, but it does seem that MLS and the ownership group will have difficulty
bringing infringement actions against anyone using the Sounders name or any of the historical logos. Using those with
the "official* name, however, could well land one in trouble.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 27-03-2008 00:54

Everybody hold the freakin' phone.

The Saputos are now claiming to have a deal with George Gillet to get an MLS team in Montreal.
This changes things considerably.

Details here

| guess I'd better get cracking on that article for goldstone...

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 27-03-2008 03:19

That stuff about not being able to use the Sounders name came from MLS rumors, and thus is exactly that. The common
thoughts around here are that if the name Sounders wins the vote, it will be the name. Don't quote me on it ,but | think |
read that one Hanauer, one of the Sounders owners, has said whatever name wins the vote will be the name, including
write in names.

Thanks for the welcome ursus. Managed to catch a few M's games back at the Kingdome with my dad when | was a wee
one, although I never caught the Sounders there. Heard it got 25+ thousand regularly back then though, so I'm excited to
see how they draw at Qwest.

| sure hope that they don't expand to Montreal. | would imagine that would just make it harder for Vancouver, who along
with Portland are desperately needed for the Northwest derby that could be a very strong one. Comparable to the Philly,
NE, and Red Bulls set-up | would imagine.
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Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 27-03-2008 03:31

The NPS, too, rquires derbies, and TFC vs. the Crew doesn't cut it.

Plus George Gillet has immense experience running massive football clubs. This has success written all over it.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 27-03-2008 03:52

Making this the North American soccer thread for the moment...

Estonia-Canada was AWESOME. Not really for the game, but for the going out and playing in the middle of a blizzard, 8
inches of snow overnight and like 90 people in the stadium, no markings or anything visible on the pitch, neon yellow
ball, and grabbing fans out of the stands to shovel the pitch at halftime cause there's apparently no snowblowers in the
entire nation of Estonia. That was just fun.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 27-03-2008 04:26

How long of a drive/train ride is Toronto to Montreal?

Seems like a good opportunity, but still, | hope it doesn't come at the expense of some of the under-represented areas. |
think the northwest and southeast could both use some work.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 27-03-2008 07:50

Mtl-Toronto is 5-6 hours by car. By NPS standards, that's pretty close. But throw in some linguistic and political rivalries,
some wholly unwarranted french-Canadian notions about the superiority of Montreal's quality of life and the fact that a
substantial portion of Toronto's population are ex-Montrealers who fled between 1976 and 1996, and you've got a barn-
burner of a match here. Probably with a high risk of creating the MLS' first serious hooligan incidents. Bliss.

Estonia...we're on the eve on CONCACAF qualifying, where our progress has traditionally been hampered by the
unfamiliar heat and humidity of the caribbean and Central America, and the CSA decides that Tallinn is the place for a
tune-up match. Unbelievable.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 27-03-2008 16:50

I think I'm going to have to choose between going to Vancouver on the 9th of July and going to Chicago on the 12th (this
is a tough call...). Seriously doubt the wife is going to let me do both.

Cooeee! I'll be out here waiting for ya Big Boy! (pssst. | won't tell if you don't)

Psounder: The Whitecaps chances of getting in the MLS are mainly dependent on the proposed new stadium on the
waterfront. If it gets approval then it shouldn't be a problem irrespective of what happens in Montréal. There are a lot of
people who want a say on the issue because, geographically and socially, it's a controversial site so nothing is likely to
be decided until after the Olympics.
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Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 27-03-2008 17:03

Damn, is there a major city that doesn't want a MLS club?

Seattle next season and Philly in 2010 will take the league to 16. | think it's great to see the excitement bubbling up and
cities competing with each other to land a team, but I'm nervous at the league growing too fast and losing money faster
than it already is.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 27-03-2008 17:10

Don Garber spoke at DCU's annual lunch Monday and he said the league is going to slow expansion down. The league
has apparently gotten two proposals for teams 17 and 18 (presumably two of Montreal, St. Louis, and Miami), but is
going to put them on hold and draw up a strategic plan on how they want to expand. They've created an Expansion
Committee, which Anschutz himself is chairing, something that is apparently shocking in and of itself.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 27-03-2008 17:20

| think that is the essential question that goldstone's excellent series has yet to address.

There seems to be a groundswell of MLS opinion that bigger is necessarily better, but having been burned by both the
NASL and the NHL, | am not at all convinced that is the case.

In particular, | think that MLS has a responsibility to try to fix franchises that are widely regarded as "sick", and not just
view expansion as the answer to all of its issues. At least at the moment, | would put NYRB and KC in the "sick"
category, and would like to see those teams successfully transition to new stadia before the league expands further.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 27-03-2008 17:25

ursus arctos wrote:

In particular, | think that MLS has a responsibility to try to fix franchises that are widely regarded as "sick", and not just
view expansion as the answer to all of its issues. At least at the moment, | would put NYRB and KC in the "sick"
category, and would like to see those teams successfully transition to new stadia before the league expands further.

| would also include Chivas USA. For the past two years, one of the best teams in the league, but one drawing some of
the smallest crowds. That's a big problem. | suppose they're in better shape than they might be otherwise in only being
tenants in their stadium.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 27-03-2008 17:29

| was actually going to ask you if you thought they qualified, as you are much closer to that situation than | am.

As someone who wants MLS to succeed, I'm cheered by SocScrim's report. Building a bigger house on flawed
foundations is not a great idea.
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Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 27-03-2008 17:49

| am absolutely with you, ursus. MLS is finally in a position where they don't have to hand out a franchise to every snake-
oil salesman with a wad of cash and a promise to build a stadium, and it's good to see them recognizing that.

Here's Garber's full quote:

"We are thinking about what should we be doing with teams 17 and 18 and what we do with teams 19 and 20 and what
impact that has on our TV contracts, how does it fit with our player pool and our continued discussions with U.S. Soccer
on the player limitations. There are so many different things now that are convincing us that we should take a step back
and create a strategic plan before we announce 17 and 18. We do have offers for 17 and 18, two different markets, but
we put those deals on hold until we have had a better chance to create our plan."

So not only are they slowing down the expansion, he seems to imply that the league is going to top out at 20 teams.
Which is just fantastic news if true (and if they acutally stick by it)

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 27-03-2008 17:56

More on Montreal. If MLS is planning on slowing down expansion, no-one's told them yet. Talking about 2009 seems a
bit premature given Toronto's three-year Canadian exclusivity deal.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 27-03-2008 18:25

Very interesting. The counter-argument to the one made by Garber on Wednesday is that MLS is hot right now and
needs to take advantage of that fact.

I'll be honest: as much as | agree with ursus that the league needs to shore up the teams it has now, Montreal being in
the league really excites me.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 27-03-2008 18:43

Another counterargument is that the last club that saw Gillett as their saviour has had a bit of a rude awakening.

| think that I've made this point before, but Montreal was always a surprisingly poor NASL city. Surely the absence of a
decent ground was a factor in that (as was the general economic and political malaise in Montreal in that period), but
have the Saputos really turned it around?

Linus hasn't shown up here yet, has he? He would have an interesting perspective on this question.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 27-03-2008 18:49

Is Linus from Montreal?
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Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 27-03-2008 18:52

| think that linus is originally Parisian, but has lived and worked in Montreal, as well as the Bay Area. I'm not sure where
he is currently based.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Vernons Pools - 27-03-2008 19:14

| went to a couple of USL games in Montreal in 2006. They average around 11,000 which is OK by MLS standards but
you would expect that to rise to say 15-18k if they move up to MLS. The crowd is defintely a real mix of ethnicities and
ages and it was a better atmosphere than say, New England (in Gillette) or KC or Chivas or Cowlumbus or NYRB. The
stadium was second rate though - but as they have a new stadium, that's moot. | would love them to join MLS as it
would give us (NE) another close rival (5.5 hrs by car) and it's my favourite city in the world.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by scotian42 - 27-03-2008 19:49

Montreal is indeed a fun city. Growing up in a not-so-well-off area of upstate new york, a drive to Montreal was the
closest thing that we had to getting the experience of Europe. All the French classes went there on tours, etc. My father,
who hasn't been himself in probably 40 years, will still wax nostalgic about a bakery he went to with his grandmother in
the '50s.

We'll get a window into how Toronto-Montreal would work in today's context for their Champion's League qualifications
this summer. Can't wait to hear those match reports...

But that's all for future seasons. There's a new, real season starting Saturday. Since | didn't get it in before the old
board gave up the ghost, I'm thinking it'll look like:

East, Regular Season: DCU
East, Playoffs: Chicago

West, Regular Season: Chivas
West, Playoffs: Chivas

MLS Cup: Chivas

Supporters Shield: Chivas
Golden Boot: Emilio

New Player: Gallardo

First Manager Sacked: Mo.

Below first, in either conference, | can see any number of permutations. Though Toronto will likely finish last in East, |
think just about anyone beyond Chivas and Houston and maybe LA can finish last in the West. Or third.

At any rate, I'm excited. It should be a really good season for MLS.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 27-03-2008 20:17

| agree that the foundation is a bit flawed, but | don't think expansion is really all that dangerous.

Montreal adds a very strong rivalry with TFC, as well some good close matches with NE. NY and Philly aren't far enough
to rule out some away fans either.
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St. Louis adds a rivalry with KC and Chicago, maybe even Columbus although that seems like it would be far.

Portland and Vancouver are both about 3+ driving hours from Seattle. Those games would get a massive draw, including
the Vancouver in Portland game, as well as the Portland in Vancouver game. Amtrak already has a train that runs
through all three, is relatively cheap, and is a popular means of transportation around here anyways.

All of those teams strengthen an existing market already going in the MLS, barring Seattle who haven't played an MLS
match yet.

Can't really speak on Montreal.. but Portland, Vancouver, and St. Louis are all major areas for youth soccer, which is a
critical demographic | think the MLS should pay attention to with expansion teams. They are only youth players for so
long before they start becoming young adults without a team to play for, looking to stay involved with the game.

Oh yeah, Portland, Vancouver, and Montreal already have strong USL teams that with a few more players could easily
make the jump to the MLS without getting crushed match in match out. So they wouldn't really threaten the player pool
situation.

There are solid reasons to fear over-expansion, but | think they should rush to get those cities that are going to get
frustrated with being ignored.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 27-03-2008 21:16

scotian42 wrote:
First Manager Sacked: Mo.
It was pointed out on the old thread before the new forum that Mo is no longer the head coach.

| can't remember all of my other predictions, and the old board is still down, so I'll change my pick for first coach fired to
Fernando Clavijo.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 27-03-2008 21:20

Spot on. The largest Vancouver attendance in history for a sporting event was a Whitecaps v Sounders game (65,000).
MLS would be crazy if they didn't capitalise on the potential rivalry.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 27-03-2008 21:34

One of the things Garber and MLS brass are always going on about is "footprint": the size of area that is 'covered' by an
MLS team. For instance, DC United's 'footprint' covers not just the DC area, but Baltimore, Delaware, West Virginia, etc.

MLS wants to be a national league, which means being followed even in places that don't have a team. Assuming they
are planning for only a 20 team league, | am sure one of the crucial issues they'll be looking at in expansion isn't just
what cities look like they might support a team, but how "efficient" that city would be in spreading MLS' footprint.

By that standard, Portland would probably be an inefficient use of a franchise. Portland is small, and more important,
Seattle's footprint will cover much of the Pacific Northwest already. In other words it doesn't really do all that much to
spread MLS' footprint.

Montreal, on the other hand, would have a huge footprint. Quebec has 7m people, but more important, unlike Oregon
where you'll probably have some people supporting Seattle, | am guessing that most Quebecers will only follow MLS if
there's a team in the province.
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But of course, if they are interested solely in maximizing audience size, that means expanding to as-yet-unrepresented
areas: the south, or the southwest, both notorious for their awful fans. So it should be interesting to see how the league
decides to balance sheer audience size/footprint against audience passion.

I wish | found my MA thesis this interesting.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 27-03-2008 21:43

Yeah that's pretty much the NHL's model and we know how successful that's been.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 27-03-2008 21:45

| think it's quite possible they pause at 20, but | don't see MLS stopping there. Firstly, they model themselves on the NFL
and other major leagues, who have settled on a considerably larger number of franchises. Secondly, if there are ten
other cities who still want franchises, can you see MLS turning down hundreds and hundreds of millions in expansion
fees and potential TV revenue?

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 27-03-2008 22:36

Err, | understand your point about footprints, but you make some massive lapses in that.

Portland fans will not support Seattle. There is a strong rivalry between the two cities that won't be bridged. They only
support the M's and the Seahawks because Portland generally doesn't have that many MLB or NFL fans.

Soccer is a completely different animal for Portland. They have one of the longest soccer traditions in the states, along
with Vancouver and Seattle. The Timbers are one of the best supported USL teams, and along with that came hatred of
the Sounders and Whitecaps. Imagine if the MLS had have ignored New England in the hopes that Boston fans would
support the New York team. By your model, FC Dallas and Houston shouldn't exist. Philly should be the last place on
earth to get a team since they show up to the NE and NY games anyways to jeer them right?

The footprint model is a flawed idea. Television soccer fans are already ignoring the MLS in favor of the premier league
etc. The real goal should be to draw steady crowds and make the atmosphere interesting. Find me groups of Miami fans
that are going to travel to NY or TX in the bulk that Portland fans will travel to Seattle and Vancouver. | guess basically
I'm saying, don't try and ram the MLS down the throat of some area when there are cities with existing rivals interested in
getting in the fray.

The more interesting the games actually get at the stadium, then maybe a footprint model to increase tv viewers.
Shouldn't focus on the fans at home right now though, when there is plenty of space at most stadiums.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by TonTon - 27-03-2008 22:53

How did you lot get up to three pages on this already?

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 27-03-2008 23:37
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goldstone: yeah, | thought of that, and wrote out an elaborate plan on how MLS could keep franchise fees coming and
increase tv money through creation of a lower division while all the while maintaining a 20 team top division through
pro/reg with the lower one. Then | realized it was as stupid as it sounds, and | deleted it.

But isn't FIFA trying to prevent big leagues? Does FIFA have any pull over MLS?

Psounder:
First off, it's not my model. 'Footprint' is a word Don Garber has repeatedly used when talking about MLS expansion.

Second, | didn't say it would be a bad idea to give Portland a team, nor did | say the people of Portland would whole-
heartedly embrace a Seattle club.

What | said was insofar as MLS has 4 franchises left, they're going to want to make sure they get big bang for their buck,
so to speak. And insofar as one criteria for measuring bang for the buck is audience size, giving Portland a team isn't
the best idea. Drawing this conclusion is in fact absolutely nothing like drawing the conclusion that Houston or Dallas,
with 6m people each, deserve only one team, or Philly (6m) or Boston (4.5m plus all of New England) don't deserve
teams at all.

Portland has 2-2.5m people in its metro area. You've already said that people there support the Seahawks and
Mariners, so it seems reasonable to assume that *some* (not all) people in Portland will support Seattle as their MLS
club. Thus the "net gain” for MLS in terms of audience size would probably be less than 2-2.5m. There are probably a
dozen metro areas in the US and Canada which are better expansion candidates from a "footprint” point of view than is
Portland.

This will no doubt be important to MLS as the decide what to do. However, as | implied at the end of my previous post,
and as AdC pointed out, there's evidence that audience size isn't the be-all end-all. So it should be interesting to see if
MLS decides to sacrifice a bit of audience size in exchange for passion.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 27-03-2008 23:59

Soccer Scrimmage wrote:

Portland has 2-2.5m people in its metro area. You've already said that people there support the Seahawks and
Mariners, so it seems reasonable to assume that *some* (not all) people in Portland will support Seattle as their MLS
club. Thus the "net gain” for MLS in terms of audience size would probably be less than 2-2.5m. There are probably a
dozen metro areas in the US and Canada which are better expansion candidates from a "footprint" point of view than is
Portland.

This will no doubt be important to MLS as the decide what to do. However, as | implied at the end of my previous post,
and as AdC pointed out, there's evidence that audience size isn't the be-all end-all. So it should be interesting to see if
MLS decides to sacrifice a bit of audience size in exchange for passion.

What Portland has going for it is that after the Trailblazers, a MLS team there would be the only big league game in town.
I know Portland fans really want a major league baseball team. | think having a MLS club in a major city being the only
major team in action for the entire summer would be a boon for the league in terms of getting support and people talking
about the team.

There would be the built in rivalry with Seattle, and who knows--some crazies might travel down to San Jose for a game.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 28-03-2008 01:50

There would be the built in rivalry with Seattle, and who knows--some crazies might travel down to San Jose for a
game.They already do -- quite a few made the trip down last summer to see the Timbers take on the California Victory
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(based in SF) in the USL.

It's pretty clear the hardcore fan support is there for MLS to succeed. That doesn't tend to play much role in MLS'
thinking, though. Market-size is definitely a consideration, but it's still all about being able to fund your own stadium and
having deep pocketed owner-investors lined up.

Despite the involvement of the Paulsons with the Timbers and the possibility of turning their current minor league
baseball stadium into a soccer specific stadium, it's not really clear Portland has those two things, hence the lack of buzz
about their candidacy.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jason voorhees - 28-03-2008 02:30

Call it the "Beckham Effect," TT.

The thing is 20 teams is okay, but this could truly be an excuse to have a 60-team league with relegation/promotion. It's
amazing how the answers are staring everyone in the face.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-03-2008 08:35

Q: Is Montreal a football town?

A: No. Not by any stretch of the imagination. First comes hockey. Second comes hockey. Then there's hockey. The
Alouettes are fourth. The Impact are down a ways from that. Keep in mind the Impact actually went bankrupt in 2000
when the Saputos briefly left the team. The current incarnation is not entirely Saputo owned - the govt of Quebec also
owns a share (shades of the 'spos). That's why the Gillett deal is so interesting: despite growing attendance to about
11,000 per game and building a new stadium, the Saputos aren't quite confident enough to do this on their own, and
MLS won't allow any gov't ownership.

Q: Should MLS cure sick franchises?

A: My thinking on this is heavily coloured by having had both the Jets and the Expos taken away from me. As a result,
my immediate reaction is that KC and Energy Drink can rot in hell for all | care. | also don't really see how the league can
do much in markets where the local franchise owners insist on acting like lobotomized chimps.

Q: How big can MLS get?

A: OMG! A subject I've actually presciently blogged about. That never happens. Usually I'm way behind the Board on this
stuff. I'd like to agree with JV that the route to expansion lies through relegation and promotion, but the problem is | don't
believe and North American sports league will ever adopt this idea. But the question about when FIFA might step in is an
interesting one. In the past they've always left the US to itself, figuring that any batshit ideas that come up there (30-team
leagues, shootouts, indoor soccer, etc) can't possibly spread and any football is better than no football. But | think those
days are over. Recently, on the Grenada 74 issue, Blatter said something to the effect that "relegation and promotion are
fundamental to football and cannot be compromised". | wonder if the day hasn't come when FIFA might not try to impose
something on the US (an approach which would go down very badly, | should think, as Americans instinctively aren't
keen on int'l organizations...Don Garber would probably join the Black Helicopter crowd...)

Q: Will Mo be fired?

A: | heard an interesting story yesterday, friend-of-a-friend thing. Apparently, inside the TFC organization, many people
are livid at Mo for having spent much of spring training on the sidelines with the team. Apparently, someone actually had
to go and tell him "you're not the coach anymore. Go make some phone calls and buy us some damn players". | dunno if
this is true, but it would explain the total shit show of an offseason we've had.

| think this thread wins on the paragraphs-per-post-o-meter.
Also, one of the nice things about the WSC re-launch is that we here in MLS-land no longer trail the goddamn
Walesathon in posts. | forsee a long spell of North American dominance on this part of the board, which of course is

mainly a reflection of the NPS/TFC relentless rise to glory.

My tickets are in hand. My passport is in transit from DC. | am more excited about a 14-hour car trip than I've been since
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the time we decided to do Montreal-Little Rock in '92 to be at the "so long GHWB" party and | ended meeting Molly Ivins
and shadowing Wolf Blitzer for the evening.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-03-2008 09:31

Despite the fact that TFC are bringing 2500 people to the game tomorrow, tickets are still available for the home side.
Tee hee.

I've also heard an incredibly amusing rumour that all fans will be given a Crew scarf at the gate. On the off chance we
actually score (preferably Dichio, God Willing in the 24th minute), watch for 2500 of these scarves to make their way onto
the field.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 28-03-2008 11:41

Antonio: travel safely! | am really looking forward to seeing you guys embarrass the Crew fans.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-03-2008 12:03

My son just asked me if 2500 away fans is an MLS record.

Anyone?

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 28-03-2008 12:06

For a regular season game it is almost certainly a record. | think you need to go back to the heyday of the
Portland/Seattle/Vancouver rivalry in the NASL to have seen numbers like that for a club match involving only North
American teams.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 28-03-2008 12:43

| suppose | oughta make some predictions before the season starts.

| really am kind of clueless. There are so many teams which seem like they might be good, but also seem hopelessly
flawed. So this is just very-slightly-informed speculation.

East:

1.) DCU
2)KC

3.) Chicago
4.) Revs

5.) NYRB

6.) Columbus
7.) Toronto
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West:

1.) Houston
2.) Chivas
3.) LAG

4.) Dallas
5.) RSL

6.) Colorado
7.) San Jose

Champion: Houston

MVP: Beckham

Golden Boot: Emilio

First coach to be fired: Fernando Clavijo
Random thoughts:

DCU is the best team but | think they are going to play too many games.

I think LAG is going to be much better than people are expecting. Huge year for Beckham.

| don't understand why Chivas is any good.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 28-03-2008 14:31

Bless, SS. I'm a pessimist by nature, but | expect a decent season from Beckham. Not MVP material, but a good
contribution. I'm expecting him to miss a fair share of games--if he plays in more than 20 games, I'll be really happy.

| don't think we'll be as bad as everyone is expecting (Luis F.(ing) Bueno ranking San Jose above us), but | don't think
we'll be as good as many of the myopic ADHD posters on BS think, either (also the people that scream for everyone to

be fired when we lose a game).

| guess | will redo my predictions in a bit, but until then, here are my Galaxy-only predictions that I'm sure everyone is

dying to read:

Team

Playoffs: yes

Total points: 46

Conference final standing: 3rd

Superclasico results: (W-L-D) 1-1-1

California derby results: (W-L-D) 2-0-1

Final 2008 season result: Loss in Conference Finals

Individual

Top goalscorer: Ruiz, 14

Top assists: Donovan, 12

Goals for Beckham: 4

Assists for Beckham: 9

2008 Team MVP: Landon Donovan

Other

Will Gullit last the season?: yes

Will Lalas last the season?: yes

Most injured player: Abel Xavier

Pleasant moment/performer of the year: Return to playoffs
Unpleasant moment/performer of the year: Still worse than Chivas

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 28-03-2008 15:16
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I'm fascinated by the Galaxy. They're like an NBA team -- three stars and a bunch of stiffs. Is MLS weak enough still that
three far above average players can help them score enough goals to offset the pitiful backline and depth?

| really have no idea how it will shake out. | think the Big Three will have big years, though.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-03-2008 15:22

Goldstone, is this the weekend you're off to the coast?

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 28-03-2008 15:25

No, it's two weeks away. | did think of making it to Columbus tomorrow, but | can't manage it. I'll be watching on TV
though. | have to say | almost feel sorry for Columbus' renowned "Hudson St. Hooligans" given the Canadian invasion.
Almost.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-03-2008 15:28

You sure? | have an extra ticket (purchased yesterday, coincidentally enough, from a rabid Seagulls fan - | commended
your blog to him).

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-03-2008 15:31

That's an open invite to anyone unfortunate enough to be in Ohio tomorrow, btw.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 28-03-2008 15:32

Thanks AG, but | have to get stuff done tomorrow by the afternoon, after which I'll be getting very drunk watching an MLS
guadruple-header (frankly, you have to drink heavily to get through an MLS quadruple-header, don't you?) at a bar
owned oddly enough by Jay DeMerit.

Are you taking your camera? I'd love to get some photos of the day up on the blog.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-03-2008 15:33

It's not a very good camera, but I'll bring it along. Expect some .jpgs at about 3 AM Sunday.
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Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 28-03-2008 15:36

Cheers. And by the way, once you've been in the Crew's crappy stadium, BMO Field will start to look and feel like Old
Trafford. Especially now they have a stage at one end.

Columbus should become the first MLS team to build a second soccer-specific-stadium as soon as possible.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-03-2008 15:37

BMO is already a Theatre of Dreams.

Dreams are where we'll make the playoffs this year.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jason voorhees - 28-03-2008 16:28

Another year of being a bitter and crusty fuck-the-worlder.

The thing is with promotion and relegation, | am tending to think it would work in the US. With the MLB, AAA teams get
pretty good crowds along with AA. There are also quite a few Major League cities with minor league teams. There's an
opportunity to have a truly countrywide/statewide league akin to college football or basketball.

The only reason the NFL-NBA can exist so well is because of the college farm/feeder system. Soccer is already seeing
players skipping college.

The Relegation/Promotion thing is a built in thing that gives an immediate twist to sports coverage. Imagine the Mid
Michigan Bucks making Division 1, or Beckham travelling to northern Nebraska because Warren Buffett decided to give a
few million to a local team that bought enough players to get to the top division.

The bottom line is that we already have a gigantic league with college sports. It can be done, instead of this horrific
footprint idea. Especially with gas prices going up, who the motherfucking fuck wants to travel 4 hours to see a fucking
game ? That only works with NASCAR because there's only 1 or 2 races a year.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 28-03-2008 16:31

The vast majority of MLS fans want relegation/promotion. It would be a lot more fun.

But | just haven't seen a single sign it fits MLS' business plan, modelled on the NFL franchising system, which isn't really
amenable to teams going up and down as it would provide a considerable risk to the value of them (who would pay $40m
to buy into a second division team?).

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 28-03-2008 17:42

| found the following comment on Bigsoccer (gasp) kind of interesting:

The Latin American soccer culture includes a propensity to being a "walk up" crowd... repeated sellouts may effect that, |
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suppose... sales of tickets are often through local bodegas, who take a small cut on tickets... but this makes predicting a
crowd and generating a crowd a real grass root problem (and also means that weather, opponent and other factors are
likely to

This is really difficult to mesh with the business culture of US sports and | hope that they can get it right...

It's been noted that Chivas USA's season ticket sales, even taking into account their relatively poor crowds, are
absolutely pitiful. | was also surprised to learn that despite the Fire's popularity in Chicago since Blanco arrived last July --
sold-out games for the most part -- it did not translate into a bump in season ticket sales (aside from Section 8). Yet I'm
pretty sure we'll have good crowds as long as Blanco is playing.

But as the Hispanic crowd grows in MLS, that does raise the interesting issue of how that meshes with, as the poster
says "the business culture of US sports". On the other hand, it might mean better playoff attendance, since this is more
dependent on walk-up crowds -- and we saw a big bump in Chicago for that in 2008. The low crowds in the playoffs have
always been one of the big disappointments about MLS.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 28-03-2008 21:52

Anyone who wants to catch the MLS "action" this weekend should note that Direct Kick has a free preview on all
providers tomorrow. Let's see who can spot Gramsci first.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 29-03-2008 01:19

Look for the only 11 year-old in the crowd standing on his seat trying to get others to sing. I'll be next to him.

We were actually practicing songs so vigorously in the car on the way to his game tonight that I...um...well, let's just say |
wasn't paying as close attention to the cab in front of me as | should have.

Nothing serious, but I'm not feeling very good about myself at the moment.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 29-03-2008 01:43

Shaka Hislop is the Guardian's (sorry | don't get the nameplay jokes) new MLS correspondent. He believes Chris Albright
will really help out with the rookies on LA's backline.

Sigh.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 29-03-2008 01:53

Heh. Check out Shaka's views on Dallas:

My old team, FC Dallas, should also be competitive this season. Their 22-year-old American midfielder Arturo Alvarez
has all the makings of a top player, as comfortable on the ball as anyone I've seen since | was at West Ham with Joe
Cole

This is quite amazing. Apparently Hislop continued playing top division football despite being legally blind since 2002.
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Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 29-03-2008 02:03

Oh man, Antonio. | am at my parents' house and they just asked me what | was laughing at. Funny stuff.

It's nice that the Guardian has an MLS correspondent, and Shaka would seem to be perfect, with his long career in the
US and England, but good lord. Next time someone finds an article from the British press about MLS that doesn't
contain at least one factual error, please post it. | am serious about this.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 29-03-2008 14:01

jefe wrote:
Shaka Hislop is the Guardian's (sorry | don't get the nameplay jokes) new MLS correspondent. He believes Chris Albright
will really help out with the rookies on LA's backline.

Sigh.
Do they call him the "soccerball" correspondent? That's their usual charming way of talking about US soccer.
| noticed they read a comment on a recent podcast episode from an American critical of their disdain for MLS. James

Richardson said something like "we should find someone we could talk to about it." | say we start a campaign for either
imp or goldstone to be their MLS man.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 29-03-2008 14:47

That's an excellent idea.

They could even reprise Sid Lowe's "word of the week" with jocular Americanisms.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 29-03-2008 21:20

Man, | think Toronto got jobbed on that no-goal call on Columbus' clearance. Looking at it frame-by-frame, | think the
ball was clearly all the way over the line.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 29-03-2008 21:24

| think some of the Toronto fans just tried to throw a smoke bomb onto the field.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 29-03-2008 21:26

Schelotto really deserved a yellow card there--called for offside, he kicked the ball into the stands in anger.
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Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 29-03-2008 21:29

And thanks for that heads up on the Direct Kick preview, goldstone. | check DirecTV's website regularly for previews like
this, but there was no notice on there, and nothing on the messages on my DVR.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 29-03-2008 21:57

It was awfully close, but the angle made it impossible to tell whether or not the entire ball cleared the line or not.
Regardless, Columbus deserved to win.

| hope the result didn't spoil Antonio's good time. The sea of red was impressive, although | really could have done
without the flares on the field.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 29-03-2008 23:43

http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2323/2371727977_8dfbf57028.jpg

The non-goal in the Columbus-Toronto game. Looks over to me.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 30-03-2008 00:11

Had the RSL-Fire game on pause, then checked back in and couldn't believe that Chicago scored. A sweet left-footed
volley from Blanco from about 16 yards out, after some horrible RSL defending in the box.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 30-03-2008 00:16

KC's park is mind-boggling. Giant 1984-like poster of a KC player off to one sideline, and a bunch of people standing on
a knoll at one corner and behind the goal, a mish-mash of ads everywhere.

And the Spanish-language guys are more audible on the broadcast than the English-language commentators.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 30-03-2008 01:26

That looks awfully close in that pic Inca. Going to have to hit up the youtube.

Interestingly enough, | had 2 of those similar situations in a game | was the assistant referee for today. Neither were in
imo. (I'm a ref if that bit was confusing.)

Can't wait to see my boy Ciaran O'Brien stick Beckham tonight. Supposedly he is starting on the left wing for the rapids,
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and its always cool to see a guy you played against making it into the big league :). Hopefully he reps the Pac NW fully in
the beat LA hype.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 30-03-2008 01:58

| guess they decided not to play O'Brien, even though it was posted on the Rapids site.

Nice finish by Colorado. Heres for 7 more!

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 30-03-2008 03:36

Terrible send off for o'brien. That was a foul sure, but there is no way the small barely 20 yr old takes him out that far. A
bit of a kick to the knee, no red card. Worse tackles weren't even booked many times earlier in the game.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 30-03-2008 06:11

Fuck.
| may be more coherent about this later, but for now...fuck.

The only possible redeeming feature of that game was the way it lowered my expectations for the season, thus making
future humiliations seem less painful.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 30-03-2008 13:53

I think we can all more or less agree that yesterday sucked.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Vernons Pools - 30-03-2008 14:37

Soccer Scrimmage wrote:
| think we can all more or less agree that yesterday sucked.

Far from it. The Revs 3-0 demolition of Houston last night was fantastic. The two Gambian 19 yr olds caused havoc with
their speed, and the the last goal was a brilliant run and finish by the kid. Castro looks like a smart acquisition (under the
radar) by Nicol.

And DC 'Media Darlings' FC were pissed on by Kansas City ha ha ha ha....

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 30-03-2008 14:51
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Vernons Pools finally shows up again in the MLS thread, and it's after a Revs victory. A coincidence, | am sure.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 30-03-2008 17:26

Well, that game last night was a nice hard kick in the nuts.

| didn't think Xavier's tackle was a penalty, but if you slide in from behind, even if you win the ball, you're running the risk
of getting a penalty. Notice not even the Colorado player with the ball called for one. But Xavier was an absolute
disgrace after that--gave up on the play on the third goal (he probably wouldn't have been able to stop the goal, but when
the guy rounded Cronin, there was a chance to try to run to the line. He stopped), and was smoked on the fourth goal.
Then his insane tackle for the red card, eyes bulging, nostrils flaring, and intimidating the ref the whole time. Like | said,
a disgrace. He earned himself a spot on the bench for the whole season, as far as I'm concerned.

From Sideline Views:

Just got back from the locker room and Abel Xavier walked by a couple of us media guys. As he walked by, he, uh, well,
um...

"The ref is a fucking disgrace. Put that in the paper."

Who knows how long Ruiz will be gone for.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 31-03-2008 01:01

Sprained MCL. 4-6 weeks.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 31-03-2008 01:30

There were two good bits to the game yesterday. The first was the fact that the Red Patch Boys hired a plane to circle
the stadium for the first half trailing a sing that said "Come on you Reds".

The second good thing were the tifos.

http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2219/2375987700_766c0a0db2.jpg?v=0

Apart from that, all was suckage. Samuel's penalty was slow and predictable (like all of his runs, actually), Cunningham
couldn't be bothered to run in the second half, there was zero guile going forward apart from the odd neat run by Edu,
Robinson appeared to be mentally still back in Wales, the decision to drop Sutton paid immediate dividends in the form of

a very soft goal, and the defending in general was criminal.

And that was against a weak team. If we'd played like that against the Revs, we'd have given up six or seven.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 31-03-2008 01:35

Oh, and way too much of our travelling support seems to be under the impression that showing up, and drinking is a
sufficient show of support. The singing was crap and the behaviour of many was pretty poor. And I;m not just talking
about the smoke bombs - these aren;t terrible in the stands, but heaving eight of them onto the field was an incredibly
bad idea.
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Pretty soon, we won't be welcome anywhere, and that would be very sad.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 31-03-2008 03:27

Nice picture. I'm glad you wrote that about the smoke bombs. | didn't watch all of the game, so | didn't know some
actually made it onto the field. That's the kind of stuff that can give all of the fans a bad image.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by linus - 31-03-2008 03:37

Hats off for the fan dedication there, AG, TO-Columbus R/T is quite a road trip for a regular season game.

| think that I've made this point before, but Montreal was always a surprisingly poor NASL city. Surely the absence of a
decent ground was a factor in that (as was the general economic and political malaise in Montreal in that period), but
have the Saputos really turned it around?

| think they did, UA. Soccer is the Saputos' big hobby and passion. They seem to really like being at the heart of the local
soccer scene, which includes the pretty strong local Italian community and the other southern European ones whose
neighborhoods are adjacent (Portuguese and Greek.) As an aside, the physical proximity of the Portuguese, Italian and
(european) French neighborhoods which are all adjacent or overlapping made for a pretty interesting World Cup in 2006.

The Saputos have invested in a pretty successful indoor soccer complex, turning a huge factory into a covered sea of
plastic green. | think they might have subsidized that project. With them at the helm, a local MLS franchise would be set.

In the past they have opposed the MLS as backers of the Impact but they have seen the benefit of upgrading.

Montreal is indeed a hockey city, perhaps the most hardcore hockey big city in the world, but the Als (CFL) have been
sold out for years (granted only 20K capacity, but still) and soccer is definitely bigger than pigskin here. soccer is fairly
healthy and growing steadily within the mainstream french canadian middle class suburban legion, and its large
immigrant communities come mostly from places that rabidly follow the game (Italy, Portugal, Greece, Haiti, North Africa,
France, Middle East, Latin America,...) whereas in Toronto or Vancouver the immigrant mix is more dominated by the
Chinese and South Asians.

PS: I do live in Montreal now, and should be there for many years to come. If anyone comes out, don't hesitate to contact
me.

Next Saturday

Posted by Reed Miller - 31-03-2008 04:07

Who's going to next week's Toronto at DC match? Maybe we can do a tailgate/thon.

Re:Next Saturday

Posted by scotian42 - 31-03-2008 22:31

Reed - I'm going - | got a half season package to force myself to get out and go to games. Tailgate/thon sounds like a
great idea.
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Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 31-03-2008 23:02

Well, this is interesting. According to the link below, Rohan Ricketts and Laurent Robert are both in training with TFC (or
will be tomorrow), and Amado Guevara is expected to join the team soon.

http://www.thescore.ca/blogs/footy/index.asp?name=footy/2008/03/toronto_fc_targ.html

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 31-03-2008 23:35

Laurent Robert? Isn't he about 37 now? Watch--he'll score more free-kick goals than David Beckham.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 31-03-2008 23:45

| have to admit that | did not know that Claudio Lopez had signed for KC. That's quite a signing.

I'm not sure he knew much about that goal he scored, mind, but still...

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Big Man Restless - 01-04-2008 01:20

ffs.

long, insightful thread lost in a moment of madness.

The gist of it was Montreal would be a great choice for a MLS team if only for the rivalry with Toronto, and that there was
an interview on the FAN590 with George Gillette where he reveals the nature of his relationshp with Tom Hicks and his
involvement in the Montreal MLS bid.

Here's the link to the interview :

http://gml.quiettouch.com/files/radio/fan590/hotaudio/georgegillett-pt-20080327.mp3

left-click to listen (takes a while to load).
right-click to save.

There was some other stuff | was going to say as well, but instead of trying to remember it I'm just going to go get
another beer from the fridge.

oh, here we go... something about the TFC academy team playing in the CSL : http://onsoccer.ca/?id=5016

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by imp - 01-04-2008 01:52

On Saturday morning | cleaned out the basement and chucked a load of stuff, including a 35-dollar gazebo | occasionally
used to shelter the Bethesda Over 35s at pitchside from the unforgiving summer sun, but which was too much of a pain
to erect and dismantle. So | left it out at the front of the house with the other junk.

That night | turned on the TV and the Kansas City Wizards had only gone and nicked it and resurrected it as their new
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main stand. "Look," | said to the missus. "DC United are playing live at a picnic."

That TFC 'goal’ picture is deceptive, by the way. Depends on how high the ball is off the ground. On TV it definitely didn't
look over.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 01-04-2008 08:59

Pay no attention to anything you hear about TFC signings until they actually walk on the field in our shirt. Over the winter
we either trialled or were linked with Savo Milosevic, Kiki Musampa, Tony Vairelles, Johnnier Montano, Joao Pinto,
Stefano Fiore, Darren Huckerby, Martin Brittan, Ross Wallace, Liam Miller, Jarrod Smith, and three other Colombians
whose names escape me at the moment. None of them are currently with the squad.

Personally, | think Mo has developed a serious case of attention deficit disorder. It's the best explanation | can think of
for our current recruitment "strategy".

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by imp - 01-04-2008 13:08

| think Mo has a long term case of hasn't-a-fucking-clue-how-to-manage-a-team disorder. Your team's a basket-case and
you're going to get mauled again, and you haven't a chance of getting out of it until you ditch the Carver/Johnston ticket
and scrub at least two-thirds of the squad. Can't wait to hear Don Garbage praise the new model franchise when 20,000
fans are booing their own team.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Nil a fhios agam - 01-04-2008 13:22

Johnnier Montano - whatever happened to him? He had the world at his feet when he was 16 and never really followed
through.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 01-04-2008 13:48

Can't wait to hear Don Garbage praise the new model franchise when 20,000 fans are booing their own team.

That's started already. About the time the second goal went in on Staurday, the heckles began for Mo who - despite
ostensibly having been kicked upstairs - was hanging out on the touchline for the second half.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 01-04-2008 14:43

Just an aside, but you know that Footiefox application ursus told us about ... does Chivas come up with Chinese/Korean
script for everyone or is it just me?

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 01-04-2008 14:49
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Inca wrote:
| didn't think Xavier's tackle was a penalty, but if you slide in from behind, even if you win the ball, you're running the risk
of getting a penalty.

It was never a penalty - Cummings gets up and tries to play on and is as astounded as anyone when he sees the ref
pointing to the spot!

O'Brien's tackle was awful though - in slo-mo it looked even worse. Almost as if he was still pissed off about being
brought down by Xavier and wanted retribution

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 01-04-2008 17:46

Just call him Hu-gone Sanchez.

Jorge, re your Footie Fox query, real Chivas or the plastic version that play in MLS? In either case, | think it is just you.
Try updating to the latest version or playing around with the settings in "Options/Leagues/" or "Options/Language Profile"

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Big Man Restless - 02-04-2008 00:27

imp wrote:
That night | turned on the TV and the Kansas City Wizards had only gone and nicked it and resurrected it as their new
main stand. "Look," | said to the missus. "DC United are playing live at a picnic."

Great stuff.

| (don't know why, but I) was reading something on MLS Underground about KC's temporary home and what opposition
'keepers would be in for standing at the 'Cauldron’ end. | get that they have sold more tickets now that they are playing in
a more intimate setting, but jeebus, has anyone seen one of their home games on the telly ? | swear they only got 400+

for their home opener last year.

There are some amusing exchanges between KC and Crew supporters in the comments section.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jason voorhees - 02-04-2008 01:26

Yeah imp, | don't need you to make me start howling before | go to bed, keeping me up and shit.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 02-04-2008 04:04

Zach Wells you useless bastard.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 02-04-2008 18:28

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 08:22



I've just seen the highlights from the LA game. Xavier was fairly horrendous. He might as well have been sitting on the
bench for that one where the player strolls past him to score.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 02-04-2008 23:01

ursus arctos wrote:
Jorge, re your Footie Fox query, real Chivas or the plastic version that play in MLS? In either case, | think it is just you.

MLS version ... look

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 02-04-2008 23:10

| did, and it says "CD Chivas USA" on my system.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 03-04-2008 07:44

The Geordification of TFC continues apace. In the season's first genuine panic buy, Laurent Robert has actually signed
for TFC after being released from his contract by Derby. I'm starting a book on when he throws his first strop about
playing conditions, the plastic pitch, etc.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 03-04-2008 10:14

ursus arctos wrote:
| did, and it says "CD Chivas USA" on my system.

Bugger!

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 03-04-2008 20:29

This is a reminder to all North Americans to tune in to ESPN2 at 7pm CDT to watch the Chicago Fire take on some
crappy team from New England. Then there's the LA game right after.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 03-04-2008 22:50

MLS Players Union has released new salary figures:
http://www.mlsplayers.org/files/3_31_08_salary_info_club.pdf

Can't believe Chivas are giving Wicky 200k, am really surprised Colorado and RSL have so many guys over 100k, and
my opinion of the Galaxy's stupidity has not changed--Jazic at 114k? Almost 200k for Chris Klein?--but I'm a bit relieved
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that we're not paying Vanney as much as many were fearing.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by EIM - 04-04-2008 00:33

Here's David Beckham's take on things:
Hello everyone,
| hope you are well?

Well, the new MLS season has begun, though not in the way I'd have liked. It was very disappointing, but we've got a
good team and we need to stay positive and move on from this, starting against San Jose Earthquakes on Saturday.
Congratulations to the Colorado Rapids, who deserved their win. | was especially pleased for Terry Cooke, who | played
with in the youth team at Manchester United. He plays for the Rapids and has been unlucky with injuries over the years,
so it’s great to see him fit and playing well.

We’'re confident going into the game later today. It's the first of four games in a row at home, so we’ll be wanting to get the
right result and push on from there. The Earthquakes head coach is Frank Yallop, who was our coach at the Galaxy last
season, so it'll be good to see him again. We know how he prepares a team, so hopefully we can use that to our
advantage!

After training yesterday, | was pleased to be invited to appear on Jay Leno’s Tonight Show. While there | also joined Ellen
DeGeneres on her chat show. They’re both really nice, funny people and I really enjoyed being on their shows.

Back to football though, we’ve been training really hard this week before our home season opener. Ruud Gullit and the
coaching staff have made sure that we forget about last weekend and stay focused on the next game. Now we just want
to get back out on the pitch and get the right result on Saturday.

Take care,
David

Wonderful stuff.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by scotian42 - 04-04-2008 01:39

Every time | look at those salary numbers, | am amazed at how little most of these guys make.

Anyone think that the labor discussions will actually result in the developmental players making more than the 17k they
make now?

Oh, and it's really nice to see soccer in HD. I'm still amazed when it happens. | guess I'll always have in the back of my
mind the first games | watched on tv - soccer from england, on the local PBS affiliate, coming in all full of snow and static,
late at night, with the sound occassionally cutting out. And now | get to watch a picture clear enough to almost see
Blanco pick up bruises...

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 04-04-2008 12:02

1) What the hell happened in Chicago last night?

2) Those salary numbers - what do you figure is in "guaranteed compensation" that is not in "salary"? Because Edu and
Wynne's contracts seem to be sturctured in an intriguing manner.
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Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 04-04-2008 12:16

| would assume that they are guaranteed bonuses paid in a lump sum at the end of the season and/or allocated portions
of deferred compensation (I don't know how the MLS salary cap works, but they are likely to be structured with those
rules very much in mind).

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Vernons Pools - 04-04-2008 13:02

Antonio Gramsci wrote:
1) What the hell happened in Chicago last night?

Chicago came out lightning fast, scored within 4 mins and then the Revs had a man sent off in the 7th minutes -
absolutely fcuking ridiculous decision - and that was that, game over. Chicago took full advantage of playing against 10
men - and finished well. Although the Fire failed to score in the second half.

Everything clicked for the Revs on saturday - and we pounded Dynamo, but last night was the complete opposite. No
Steve Ralston in midfield last night and now for a couple more weeks and no Taylor Twellman so far, he is out for 6
weeks. Them's the breaks.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 04-04-2008 14:56

Good game from the Galaxy last night. If we had lost...I don't want to think what would have happened. True, it was San
Jose's first game, but the team just looked more interested than they did in Colorado, and while the defense wasn't great,
it had a lot more speed than last week.

Alan Gordon...love the guy's effort, but Jesus Christ, he's useless as a scorer. He does everything a target forward
should do except score goals. Here's some moments from Andrea Canales' liveblog:

60 - Comedy - Great passing by the Galaxy works the ball up to Alvaro in the box, who lays the ball back for Gordon,
who has stopped to tie his shoe - NOOO - be like one-shoe Stammler and keep playing Gordy! Tragic.

72 - Tragic from Gordon. He gets a long pass and is in the box, but falls to his knees, untouched, before he can even get
a shot off. Dang. That was poor. At least make Joe save it.

83 - Gordon heads a pass over the bar.

89 - LA counter, Becks threads a pass to Landon, who get in the box - SHOOT, Landon! Don't pass to - too late, LD
passes to Gordy, who falls down in the box in front of the goal.

You think if | start my blog up again and label myself a journalist that MLS will send me one of these? Man, that looks
cool.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 04-04-2008 17:29

This is what happened in Chicago.
http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2244/2387790374_042c24692c.jpg
| have little clue about what happened in the actual game. The way it started and went on in the first half meant it was

absolute chaos in the middle of Section 8, all | saw were goals going in at the other end and then a lot of jumping around
and cheering.
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I'll have to watch it again on TV tonight.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 04-04-2008 19:05

Inca, that's the "new thing" for PR. | got one of those at the conferenc in Chicago. It was supposed to have all the
powerpoint slides and info on the clinical trials that were reported at the meeting. Unfortunately, the one | got doesn't
fucking work. I'm not sure if it's the memory stick or something with my computer.

| think these memory sticks, not to mention the internet, have all but rendered the CD-ROM obsolete.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 04-04-2008 19:40

Well, I'm only interested in it for the MLS info.

Apparently a writer from the SJ Mercury News commented in the press box during the game last night that the
atmosphere at the HDC compared to games he's been at in Argentina. Andrea Canales, who related this on Sideline
Views, seemed a bit skeptical, but he still said so. The very first Galaxy-Chivas game was really intense, but | don't think
that comes through on TV all that well (I taped that game to watch later, and you could hear some noise, but it was
nothing like it was in the stadium). You could hear the Galaxy groups (there's three now) a bit last night, but the biggest
noises from the crowd were the little girls' shrieks for Beckham whenever he took a corner.

What was the rest of the crowd in the stadium like, goldstone? From what | saw on TV, the sideline facing the camera
looked to have a lot of empty seats when Chicago scored the first goal, but filled up later.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 04-04-2008 19:45

| flew over Toyota Park last week on the approach to Midway Airport (how ‘come SS and Goldstone never contacted me?
| feel so hurt and rejected).

It seems really far out in the sprawl. | imagine most Chicagoans don't even know its there or that they have a pro soccer
team.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 04-04-2008 19:46

Toyota Park was almost 80% full. There were definitely plenty of empty seats, especially as much of the crowd was
concentrated in the Harlem End, which contains Section 8. The weather was very bad (rain and temps in the 30s), it was
an evening weekday game (so few soccer moms and groups), and the earliest in the year we've ever had a home
opener. I'd love to have seen it sold-out, but realistically it was a decent showing.

Section 8's two sections were packed: around 1,200 people in them all standing, double what we had in the section this
time last year. Our owner was at the game and stood at the front of Section 8, apparently enjoying it and even doing
some singing.

| have posted a few more photos here.
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Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 04-04-2008 19:50

Reed, you should have contacted me directly! | don't read World very often these days (absurdly busy), and didn't see
your post until too late.

The location of Toyota Park remains the biggest issue for the club, though it's not actually as far out as people think (one
end actually borders the city of Chicago itself). But thanks to Blanco, at least 1.5 million Hispanics in the Chicago area
now know who the Fire are, and | think we can grow fast if the new ownership grasps the opportunity properly.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 04-04-2008 20:11

| should have done that. Why didn't I1? | don't know. That was stupid of me.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 04-04-2008 20:51

Reed: | guess you didn't see it, but in your Chicago thread on the old board, | mentioned | would be in DC that weekend.
We probably passed each other at Midway.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 04-04-2008 21:00

Cruel irony.

| couldn't access the old board to see if anyone responded.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 06-04-2008 01:33

Can someone change the thread title?

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by TonTon - 06-04-2008 01:48

Did it finish 4-17?

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 06-04-2008 02:23

Yes, luckily for TFC. They are real bad.

But as awful as Toronto was, | wasn't impressed with DCU, either, especially in the first half. The Gonzalos made
several mistakes, which TFC fortunately could not capitalize on. The offense looked out of sync, too: the two early goals
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were more a function of TFC's terribleness than our brilliance.

And then there was the Harmse red card. | continue to think the red card rule is the single stupidest rule in any sport that
| am aware of, by some distance. To essentially make the game impossible to win for one team because of a split-
second mistake made by one player--or even worse, because of a split-second mistake made by the ref--is ridiculous.

In fact, what is probably the second stupidest rule in any sport is also found in soccer: the penalty kick. Good thing for
the sport that the rest of it is so entertaining.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by TonTon - 06-04-2008 02:37

On good Friday, after 87 minutes, we were 1-0 up, and they were down to ten men. We lost 2-1.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 06-04-2008 02:41

Who is we?

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by TonTon - 06-04-2008 02:44

The mighty Wimbledon, of course. AFC Wimbledon, to give us our full current name. Ryman League Premier Division.
And "they" are East Thurrock united. And we were at home. It was horrible.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by TonTon - 06-04-2008 02:45

(By the way, "of course" doesn't really mean "of course", it's one of those placeholder things, | think. Or maybe it's
ironical. I'm not sure.)

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 06-04-2008 02:51

Ah, sorry to hear that. (about the loss that is, not that you support AFCW)

But anyway, AFCW's misfortunes aside, | am sure that the statistics demonstrate that reducing a team to 10 men has a
very adverse impact on that team's ability to win a given match. There are three basic levels of punishment in soccer: a
foul; a foul + a yellow card; a foul + a red card. This is like punishing speeding with: a fine; a fine and points; a fine,
points, and life in prison. The third level is completely out of balance with the other two.

Re: TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by TonTon - 06-04-2008 02:54

But the beauty of winning with ten men makes it worth it.

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 08:22



Like saving a penalty.

Re:TFC\'s March to Glory, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 06-04-2008 05:32

SS, were you at the game? Scotian and | were there. | hope this doesn't mean we failed to communicate again. | ask
because as far as | could tell, the game wasn't televised.

It's always nice to see a lot of goals, but it did seem to be more a function of the massive amount of space TFC was
providing than anything brilliant about DC. But DC's offense seemed to get better as the game went on. | think there's
potential there, but they need to work on communication.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 06-04-2008 06:52

Can someone change the thread title?

Are you happy now, damn you?

| see Kevin Harmse has got his TFC career off to a brilliant start.
This is going to be one long fucking season.

Edit: oh cool, you can now see when name changes occur on a thread.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 06-04-2008 14:29

Reed: | am back in Chicago, so no | did not attend the game. | plunked down the $20 so | can watch MLS matches
online.

Antonio: cheer up, man. We're only two games in, and anyway, Robert looked dangerous.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 06-04-2008 14:39

You are very kind, SS. But | watch far too much TFC to hold any kind of optimism.
Good points: Carver returned Sutton and Dichio to their rightful spots in the starting lineup.

Bad points: Almost everything else. What the fuck are we paying Robinson $300K a year for, anyway?

Re: TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 06-04-2008 16:48

I'm shocked, shocked, that Harmse got a red card. I'm really glad the Galaxy dumped him.
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Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 06-04-2008 20:08

Antonio, | just noticed you "from" thingie says you're in Riyadh. What are you doing there?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by TonTon - 06-04-2008 20:16

It doesn't look like I'm going to make a game this year, sadly. Skint, basically. Maybe next season.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 06-04-2008 20:50

That sucks, TonTon - | was looking forward to a visit. If you aren't campaigning Tuesday the 15th, will you let me buy
you a beer (I'm in London and wish to drink with OTFers)?

SocScrim - right now I'm watching a rebroadcast of a 2007 CAF match between Al Ahly and an unknown opponent in
blue. More generally, | am doing an evaluation of a new University Prepatory Program and marvelling at what a weird
place Saudi is.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Bombanero - 07-04-2008 19:31

| just got an email. Is it really this simple?

Over 14,500 fans registered their vote for the new
MLS in Seattle team name. Thank you for your participation. The fans have spoken...

The name of Seattle's new
MLS franchise is:

Seattle
Sounders FC

Watch the noon press conference live on SoundersFC.com

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 07-04-2008 20:16

Seems so. Seattle Sounders FC. Seems like a compromise between the fans, and the league, who wanted a
"traditional” name ("uh...something FC!").

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 07-04-2008 20:18

Get the f*ck in.
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Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 07-04-2008 20:21

Reed, imp, scotian, etc:
Are you going to the Pachuca game this Wednesday?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 07-04-2008 21:23

Possibly. Probably.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 07-04-2008 21:26

newfangled pm sent.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Etienne - 07-04-2008 21:33

http://soundersfc.com/uploadedimages/Home/Articles/080407sounderslogo.jpg

Not a bad logo either, though | think the "Seattle" is a fraction small.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 07-04-2008 22:09

Glad to see the fans prevailed.

That's not a bad badge, although the space needle or whatever it's called is a bit cliche. Doesn't Seattle have any better
landmarks than that?

I'd have gone with darker green and blue, but | guess the color scheme matches the original NASL club, which is cool. |
see that in addition to "Sounder Blue" and "Rave Green," they're adding "Cascade Shale" (Pantone 433C), which looks
to me like black or a very, very dark blue.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 07-04-2008 22:15

Seems too close to Toronto's badge for me.
The only other Seattle landmark | can think of is that market where they throw the fish to put on a show for the tourists.

My friend from Portland (well, actually Boring, OR) likes to complain about the Space Needle, in particular how the Space
Needle is always shown in photographs and on TV:
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http://www.seahawks.com/ConPics/Con6397/SpaceNeedle0110.jpg

He says those views are misleading, because the needle is dwarfed by other buildings, and that Seattle's landmark
doesn't stand out all that much. That might all be Portland-Seattle animosity, but it wouldn't surprise me.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 07-04-2008 22:28

Those sort of tower things seem like a throwback to the 1970s when people thought that by now we'd all be living like the
Jetsons and decided to build a tower as a tourist trap.

| agree that a leaping salmon would be a better logo.

Something like this perhaps.http://www.greenmediatoolshed.org/logos/logo_WSC2.gif or maybe this
http://www.kiskafoods.com/pictures/salmon%20logo.jpg

or maybe...
http://www.counterfeitchic.com/Images/Starfucks.jpg

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by mnb098mnb - 07-04-2008 23:20

A monochromed profile of Frasier Crane would be quite appropriate | feel.

The letters on that Starbuck logo remind me of the bowling alley in Bracknell where a couple of the letters now fail to light
up. A drive around one of the many, many roundabouts now takes you past the "HOLLYWOO OWL".

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 08-04-2008 00:20

Wow, congrats to Psounder and the Seattle fans!

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jason voorhees - 08-04-2008 00:42

San Jose Earthquakes. Seattle Sounders. Vancouver Whitecaps.
This is why | want the rotten, yellow-bellied lowlive Heathers of PigSucker.cum to burn in hell.

Without history, teams are nothing. | have every right to want the Cosmos back.

Re: TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 08-04-2008 01:11

So was there ever any resolution of the supposed copyright issue with the Sounders name?
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Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by imp - 08-04-2008 01:14

Matej - I'm 50-50 for the Pachuca game due to wife working late and kids' soccer practice. I'll be keeping Reed posted if |
can wangle out of my duties.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 08-04-2008 06:22

goldstone, my guess is that the ownership group thinks it has sufficient intellectual property protection given the addition
of the "FC" (which | bet they will make sure is on all official tat) and the new badge. I'm sure that they got more detailed
IP advice after the original PR debacle.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 08-04-2008 07:38

Wow, | think most of us are very happy that Sounders FC is the name. The FC is a compromise with all the big wigs
trying to make an international name, Sounders obviously being the fan favorite name, even on write-in votes.

| like the needle personally, and from many of the nicer view points in the city, it is in fact quite prominent. Having moved
up here from Tacoma to go to school, | enjoy the needle's sort of majestic look, which fits what | think the club has in
mind. They are trying to create an international name, and hats off to em for trying.

There are some press release videos out with a QA at the end. Wish someone had have pointed out how the logo looks
a bit hilarious, but oh well, sort of J-League-ish | suppose.

Over 14,000 season ticket deposits amazes me too. We haven't even signed Henry and Ronaldinho yet ).

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 08-04-2008 12:49

Arfon Griffiths and Mike England ... not to mention Peter Ward ... all played for Sounders.

Hmmmmm, this could be my Road to MLS Damascus.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 08-04-2008 12:54

Mike England WAS Seattle Sounders during their glory years.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 08-04-2008 13:02

ursus arctos wrote:
Mike England WAS Seattle Sounders during their glory years.

Five All-Star appearances?

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 08:22



Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 08-04-2008 13:28

Four in four and a half seasons in the NASL (according to here.

He was widely thought of as the best centreback in the league throughout that period.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by scotian42 - 08-04-2008 14:48

Congrats to the Sounders. | kind of like the badge. It could be sooo much worse.

DC folk - sadly, it looks like because of work committments, | won't be able to get into town for the game. Hopefully you'll
be able to see continued improvement and understanding between Gallardo and the rest of the team.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 09-04-2008 03:08

| can't make it tomorrow night.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 09-04-2008 13:50

Damn, oh well. | knew weekdays were always tough.

Still 5/8 (Thursday) DC vs. Chicago. Hopefully it can be a pub & game thing.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 09-04-2008 22:32

Three of the Cubans that defected after the Olympic qualification game are training with the Galaxy. One is the
goalkeeper that had eight saves in the game against the US, and another is a defender, who was captain of the team.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 10-04-2008 01:46

Man, what happened to Jefe? Hope he'll resurface soon.
TFC have signed Guevara. If he can recapture his 2004 (?) form their attack should be decent.
DCU beat Pachuca 2-1 tonight, but lost the tie 3-2 on aggregate. Obviously, that's not great, but realistically, Pachuca

are the best team in North America's best league, and are in mid-season form. Coupled with the fact we (apparently)
missed some chances, | am not too disappointed with the loss.
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Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 10-04-2008 05:30

Greetings from California.

Apparently the ref sucked mightily, but Zach Wells getting Meolaed in the first leg was the real problem.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 10-04-2008 11:16

You are manager of a young but struggling football franchise. You have a strong fanbase which identifies strongly with
the team's slogan "all for one".

After farting around for an entire off-season, you suddenly realise your team is so crap that ther is a possibility you may
not win a game all season.

Despite the fact that team solidarity and unity is one of the few things you have going for you, you sign L. Robert and E.
Guevara.

How long until you lose your job?

Re: TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 10-04-2008 13:32

The 2-1 result was a bit flattering to DC as they really played pretty shit for all but the final 15 minutes. Some random
thoughts:

-Pachuca should have been up 1-0 way before they were (some terrible finishing in good situations).

-The first 45 minutes was actually some of the worst professional soccer I've seen in person. Mis-hit passes, crosses
that never made it past the first defender, headers that went nowhere.

-Luciano Emilio had a good chance in the 1st half that he touched wide which might have changed the game.
-Gallardo looked decent - comfortable on the ball, good instincts & vision - but is just not in sync with anybody else on
DC. He got careless as DC got more desperate.

-The starting left-back (didn't catch the line-ups and can't be bothered now) for DC had an atrocious match. He should
have been sent off pretty early for some horribly timed tackles from behind.

-The ref was a just so-so. Nothing dramatic missed (except at least one possible Pachuca penalty) but nothing stellar
either.

-Moreno is past it. Let him have his glory moments this season, but he's not going to help the club much.

-Fred is quite possibly the most infuriating player | have ever seen.

-The first decent cross | saw by DC was put in by the substitute Burch. | think that was about the 65th minute.

Simply put, DC would have a hard time beating Pachuca when they were playing well. And they definitely did not play
well.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 10-04-2008 13:38

You are manager of a young but struggling football franchise. You have a strong fanbase which identifies strongly with
the team's slogan "all for one".

After farting around for an entire off-season, you suddenly realise your team is so crap that ther is a possibility you may
not win a game all season.

Despite the fact that team solidarity and unity is one of the few things you have going for you, you sign L. Robert and E.
Guevara.
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How long until you lose your job?Never, because your boss knows half as much about soccer as | do about hockey?

As for DC, | actually would disagree somewhat and say they played well in the first half. They created quite a few good
chances and had some nice passing moves. But Emilio does not look like the Emilio of 2007; he seems to have gained a
few pounds, too.

But if MLS teams can't put away their chances at home, they won't win these two-legged ties against good teams. The
same thing happened to Houston, who should have gone to Costa Rica with a lead but missed several sitters last week,
leaving them too much to do last night.

It's getting a bit embarrassing that it's been, what, since 2000 an MLS team won the CONCACAF tournament?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 10-04-2008 13:55

On a similar bent, it is always a bit disappointing that home matches versus Mexican clubs really aren't. At least it felt
that way yesterday. (And last year vs Chivas.)

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Vernons Pools - 10-04-2008 13:59

In order to make sure SocCrim can feel outraged again. The Revs won 3-1 in Kansas last night. No Twellman, no
Ralston, no Larentowicz, 2 debutants and three 19 yr olds in the starting line-up. And again, the speed of our attack
scared the pants off the Wizards.

Don't know if Kansas were as bad as they seemed or we were as good as it looked. Either way, Nicol has this team
focused on pressure attack from the off. Three games in and it's shaping up to be an exciting line-up we have out there.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by imp - 10-04-2008 14:03

The two MLS victories in this competition (LA and DC) are tainted by the fact the teams got to play all their games at
home or in the US, back when the championship was more of a tournament.

| left after the Pachuca goal, bored to distraction - the best part of my evening was reading my book at half-time.
Pachuca had already had a perfectly good goal disallowed for offside. Matej is right about the first half, especially with
respect to DC. As usual, MLS teams are technically undone by Mexican teams when it comes to keeping possession,
and creating genuine chances.

Game lost in Pachuca, and it will only change when MLS gives its teams a week in advance to leave early and prepare
for altitude. DC coach Soehn was right to bitch about Garber, he just chose the wrong thing to bitch about.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 10-04-2008 14:04

Did you enjoy it as much as the second game, vernons?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jason voorhees - 10-04-2008 14:06
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Not sure if they did it already, but a neat article for WSC would be on Pachuca University. All over Latin America, pro
teams form out of universities (UNAM Pumas, Universidad Catolica, Universidad de Chile, etc.) Pachuca may be the first
football club to do it in reverse.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 10-04-2008 14:09

Imp: Assuming we are talking about the same Pachuca goal, it was disallowed because of a handball, not because of
offside (at least according to something | read)

Vernons: nah, | am not outraged. | only get outraged after you beat DCU.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Vernons Pools - 10-04-2008 14:41

goldstone97 wrote:
Did you enjoy it as much as the second game, vernons?

| refer the honorable gentleman to my reply of 6 days ago. (page 7)

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 10-04-2008 14:46

Vernons Pools wrote:
absolutely fcuking ridiculous decisionAnd I turn in offer the honourable gentleman the following evidence:

http://i82.photobucket.com/albums/j247/asoc/larentowicz.jpg

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jamzinho - 10-04-2008 18:30

For TFC fans, there is an interview with Danny "24 minutes" Dichio on the BBC's World Football Phone in podcast, along
with some Wheelock and Hislop action.

| wanted to ask how many Canadian players, Toronto regularly fielded, and whether they were required to field any at all?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 11-04-2008 13:26

I've just been reading a few reaction articles to the naming of the Sounders.

Apart from the numerous articles that seem to not grasp that FC is 'normal’ | came accross this line:

The announcement came a week or so after a decree that no other MLS team could carry any reference to "United"
in this article.

Is that true? Do DC United have some sort of exclusivity on 'United"?
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Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 11-04-2008 13:35

jamzinho, Toronto are required to have a certain number of domestic players (ie, Canadians) on their roster, just as
American teams are. They are given some extra leeway on these requirements if | remember rightly, hopefully Gramsci
knows the specifics.

As for DC, they don't technically have any kind of exclusivity over "United", but MLS headquarters have said they want
each team's identity to be distinct so they've basically said they won't allow another team to be called United. St Louis'
expansion effort is called St Louis Soccer United, but they won't be allowed to use United if they join MLS.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 11-04-2008 15:22

What's going on with Psounder's name? | see there's a second member with the name--did he lose his login info?

Has Garber ever explained why MLS is encouraging teams to adopt "traditional” names with things like "FC" in them
when "FC" stands for "Football Club," and...erm...the league has "soccer" in it's own name? And the league structure
and playoff system is anything *but* "traditional"?

Mind you, | don't have a problem with the league structure, but as long as we're being "American” in how the league is
set up, why not also be "American” in how we name the clubs, as long as they aren't completely lame?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 11-04-2008 15:25

Because in recent times they've gotten very excited by the concept of global branding, and they know "Soccer Club"
won't sell around the world. That's my guess, anyway.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by scotian42 - 11-04-2008 15:43

| think they also like FC and similar things because they can convince themselves that it will help them catch the dragon
that is the Eurosnob fan community.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 11-04-2008 17:45

| don;t know the exact numbers (keeping track of MLS roster rules is a full time job, but...

TFC have to have the same quota of domestic (i.e. Canadian) players as US teams do with American players. However,
our domestic players are crap. So an adjustment was made this year was that we were given an extra two "import"
sports, on the condition that both of them go to Americans.

There are really only two Canadians who are guaranteed starters - our captain Jim Brennan and our keeper, Sutton.
Lombardo gets a fair number of minutes - after that you're looking at people who just make up the numbers (though
Gabe Gala may in time become a decent player).
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Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 11-04-2008 18:21

So my first away day adventure of 2008 begins tomorrow, as we head to Oakland for their home opener against Chicago.

| should be heading out today, but the airline I'd booked on, ATA, went bankrupt last week and I've had to rebook on
Southwest. | land (hopefully) only two hours before the match.

It's supposed to be seventy degrees and sunny out there. But | won't give a shit if we contrive to not beat an expansion
team, even one that's (I think) a little better than Toronto last year, who we handed their first win to.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 11-04-2008 19:31

goldstone97 wrote:
| land (hopefully) only two hours before the match.

That either could be very good or very bad. Are you flying in and flying back out right away, or do you have a hotel?
Even if it's a hotel nearby, that could be a problem time-wise with waiting to get your luggage, checking in, etc.

If I had any money, I'd consider flying up there for the Galaxy game--hour flight from SoCal, and hop on the airport
shuttle to the BART station, which just so happens to be across the street from the Coliseum.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 11-04-2008 19:38

Inca wrote:
goldstone97 wrote:
I land (hopefully) only two hours before the match.

That either could be very good or very bad. Are you flying in and flying back out right away, or do you have a hotel?
Even if it's a hotel nearby, that could be a problem time-wise with waiting to get your luggage, checking in, etc.

If I had any money, I'd consider flying up there for the Galaxy game--hour flight from SoCal, and hop on the airport
shuttle to the BART station, which just so happens to be across the street from the Coliseum.We have a hotel for one
night in SF and we're flying into Oakland, so we'll be going straight to the game from the airport. I'm not checking any
luggage. A change of underwear, a clean t-shirt, a Fire scarf and a toothbrush will be all my possessions.

The plane had better not be delayed, that's all.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by mnb098mnb - 11-04-2008 21:02

Jorge Porbillas wrote:
Is that true? Do DC United have some sort of exclusivity on 'United'?

Someone ought to run this past Alan Green, a man who has already decreed that Manchester United are the only
'‘United".
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Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by PSounder No. 2* - 11-04-2008 21:29

@Inca: Sorry for the confusion re name. PSounder and | are not one and the same, but we're from the same town, run
into each other from time to time and | couldn't think of anything better after staring at the registration page for a few
minutes.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by dogbeak - 12-04-2008 08:56

What happens to the Seattle Sounders currently playing in the USL then? The only light Wikipedia can shed on it is they
might move to Poulsbo (a place I've never heard of.)

Will they keep the name? Will they have any connection to this upstart new outfit?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by psounder - 12-04-2008 09:10

sorry for the confusion, Puget Sound gets good representation from all its inhabitants.

Gotta say, as a relatively new mis fan, God. Does Shaka Hislop really have to cover the league for The Guardian. | know
| don't know too much myself, but dear Jesus, the man gets basic facts wrong.

Re: TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 14-04-2008 05:47

So...Inca...
How was the game yesterday?

And goldstone, how was the roadtrip?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 14-04-2008 13:43

Didn't get to watch the game yesterday, so | don't know what went wrong, but really...those are the games the Gs have
to win.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 14-04-2008 13:51

Someone change the thread title. Suggestions: "LA's Death March" or "DCU Supporters' Suicide Watch"
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Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Vernons Pools - 14-04-2008 14:33

As | said before - this is going to be a weird season for the Revs... losing 1-0 at home to the CRapids. Totally dominated
the game and gave up a soft goal. | think the 3 games inside 6 days did the teenagers in...

However, | must say that our crappy result was made more palatable when picking up the paper sunday morning and
seeing DCU getting their asses handed to them by perennial MLS doormats RSL.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 14-04-2008 14:35

Let me the first one to float the idea that "shadowy Asian betting syndicates" are at work here.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 14-04-2008 14:45

Vernons, | am happy DCU could do its own small part to ease the pain of a fanbase that has experienced so, so much
disappointment.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 14-04-2008 14:57

Heh... After reading a DC United article in the daily Express (washington post freebie) after the Pachuca game stating
things like "DC played well" and "Could easily have won" and "solid defense" | had a feeling this season could be really
long and ugly. Then | get to this thread today and see that DC got smacked by Real Salt Lake.

Oh dear.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 14-04-2008 15:18

Well, that was a fun 30 hour trip to the Bay Area for the 30 or so Chicago fans who made it. The night before, we got the
news that the Fire's President and GM had left by "mutual consent” (hah), so that gave us some fodder for discussion
this weekend.

Coincidentally, we spent most of Saturday at the game and after at the bar with Peter Wilt, who three years ago to the
day was fired as the Fire's President and GM himself and replaced by Guppy. Peter was, as ever, a lot of fun and his
insights into MLS and soccer were great to hear. Of course, | and others are fervently hoping Peter gets rehired now and
restores Chicago's standing to what it was a few years ago.

We tailgated with the San Jose fans before the match. They were very welcoming, and we had no issues at all. We did
have some problems with security inside, as despite extensive preparation and dialogue with the SJ front office, we were
not allowed to bring in a flagpole we had been promised would be allowed.

The match itself was satisfying, as we won 1-0, but | have to say the Fire played poorly and San Jose deserved a point.
The heat seemed to sap the team's energy completely in the second half. Somehow, the Earthquakes managed to hit
the bar, post and miss an absolute sitter in injury time.

A few photos to come later.

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 08:22



Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 14-04-2008 16:16

Apparently, DC United decided not to play any of its better starters at RSL, citing the need to rest after the cup game and
because RSL's field is terrible. So basically it seemed like DC just conceded it. That raises questions about how these
cup ties are scheduled and what the teams' priorities should be.

However, Soehn said that he wished the XI that were put out there had done better then get pasted 4-0.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by scotian42 - 15-04-2008 00:25

Fortunately, | was out of town for the weekend, and didn't get to see the DCU game.

We shouldn't get too upset, though. We have a better record now than we did at this stage last year (1-2 v. 0-3, iirc).
And we lost at RSL last year. Wasn't it two years ago that Freddy scored that wonder-goal to salvage a draw out there?
We just never can play well out there.

Unfortunately, MLS squads have yet to either get in good enough shape to play well both midweek and at the weekend
or have deep enough squads to rotate players for two games in a week. | wish that | could say that the salary cap would
help solve this, but really, this early in the season, professional players should be able to play twice in a week, shouldn't
they?

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 15-04-2008 01:37

Goddammit | forgot to ask if you were going to be there, goldstone, | was too. Were you in the group of Fire fans walking
around with Peter Wilt pregame under the stands, because | walked right past in the opposite direction?

| was expecting a loss at RSL, to be frank. We do not play well at altitude. That wonder Freddy goal was the 3-1 in RSL's
1st/beyond crap season. We've never done well in Colorado for instance, a lone 5-2 win in 97 aside, and given the effort
put in on the Wednesday a loss was not surprising. 4-0 was beyond disappointing though. But this season is like last, in
that we get our altitude trips out of the way early, and we'll be fine by the end.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 15-04-2008 01:41

jefe wrote:

Goddammit | forgot to ask if you were going to be there, goldstone, | was too. Were you in the group of Fire fans walking
around with Peter Wilt pregame under the stands?Yeah, | was with Peter most of the time so | expect so. | was wearing a
Blanco jersey and | have messy red hair.

Re:TFC\'s Death March, or the 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 15-04-2008 01:43

| was the guy with the baseball type flip-up sunglasses, you probably did see me. Crap, would love to have met you.
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Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 15-04-2008 01:49

Yeah, that sucks. Ah well, another time.

What did you think of the game, jefe? (To answer Gramsci's thread title question: no, we're not.)

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by jefe - 15-04-2008 04:05

| don't quite know, to be honest. The heat and a bit it being *the day* for San Jose warps things some. San Jose was
better than | thought they'd be, judging by their previous game. Their striker situation is still awful, despite Kamara's
improvement. | think Chicago got a steal in Busch, he seems to be back to normal. | think your backline will be tighter
with it revolving around Soumare rather than Jim Curtin. And a full season of a motivated Blanco will be nothing but good.

But despite his goal, I'm still not convinced about Chad Barrett. | don't think he did anything of note apart from having
Frankowski's rebound land at his feet. Frankowski | think will be of more use to you, assuming his hamstring issue clears
up. If Blanco goes down for any reason, | strongly suspect Barrett's production falls right off the table. Justin Mapp was
his usual wandering self, one minute barnstorming through anyone around him, the next drifting and out of it. Stephen
King was very handy for someone still not completely sure they've won a jersey.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 17-04-2008 21:27

Don't say fan power never counted for anything in MLS. For this article shall prove you wrong.

We can't do anything about Mo, but damned if we're going to stand for our chip butties being done wrong.

Fuck me, we're pathetic.

But the possibility of going .500 for the first time in our history is enough to get me going. | have persuaded my research
group meeting in Warsaw to adjourn three hours early tomorrow so that | can catch the last plane to London, which will
allow me to take the first flight to Toronto Saturday, which lands at 11:30. God willing, and with a little help from the

stadium folks who have agreed to hold my suitcases for the duration of the match, | shall make the 12:30 kick-off.

My wife is a little upset that I'm not coming home first before going to the game. Went on about priorities or something
like that. Not sure - wasn't listening.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by mnb098mnb - 17-04-2008 22:30

You may call it pathetic but those food options sound fantastic. It's certainly better than the fare available at Ninian Park,

Cardiff: Welsh Burgers which the catering staff have before described them to me as "cheeseburgers without the cheese".

"We're bringing back the chip butty" Dunnill added is a great sentence that puts me in mind of a non league club
attempting to revive their fortunes by re-signing last season's portly, yet successful, top scorer.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Inca - 17-04-2008 23:11

The Galaxy has two "fan ambassadors," who actually do seem to have the ear of the front office, and when they asked
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for suggestions in how to improve the game experience, the quality of concessions at HDC were near the top.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by PSounder No. 2* - 17-04-2008 23:45

What is it with concessions? In the aftermath of last night's Mexico v China friendly at Qwest Field in Seattle, there's
much grumbling about long lines and poor service at the beer-and-food stands.

And I'm thinking: A footy match requires you to be in the park for what, a couple hours, max? Why waste any time or
money on the stadium food and drink in the first place? Certainly there are suitable watering holes on the way to and
from. ...

With the pending arrival of our big-league team | am curious about how this goes in other MLS parks.

One other question: At MLS parks do the security people hassle you to sit down?

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 18-04-2008 01:08

The DC United fans have probably vomited any and all concessions they may have eaten after that first half display. We
are going to shatter the record for shitty goals allowed if this continues, with Peralta having a hand in most of them.

I am still willing to chalk this up to a new pair of centerbacks getting used to things, but Christ our defense looks terrible.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by jefe - 18-04-2008 02:41

PSounder: Usually very much, sometimes even in the designated supporters sections until the front office hopefully beats
it into security's head that those sections are to be (largely) left alone.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 18-04-2008 04:22

I've never been hassled about standing. In fact, since one of the main chants on our end of the ground is "west side
stand up", we're on our feet eight or ten times a game and no one says anything.

We're making up scarves calling ourselves The West Side Stand-ups.

Re: food. | have to admit the Cuban Wrap sounds tempting. But the thing is they always introduce this food at tiny little
boutique concessions on the east side - those of us on the west side are basically stuck with Pizza Pizza.

And there are no waterholes within about 15 minutes of our stadium. It's a drawback, unfortunately, of the stadium being
in the exhibition grounds.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 18-04-2008 04:53

MLS just saw fit to spam me with the following earth-shattering news:
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Major League Soccer Commissioner Don Garber will debut his new blog, "The Commissioner Speaks," on Friday, April
18 at 3 p.m. ET. This new bi-weekly blog will appear every other Friday and will feature Commissioner Garber
addressing topics on Major League Soccer and many other items, including emails from MLS supporters. Make sure you
check out the debut of this new blog tomorrow.

FFS. First Shaka, now this.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 18-04-2008 06:13

The section where | stand at Fire games (and the adjacent one) is standing room only. You are warned by signs and
when you buy a ticket that it's a standing area and you're expected to sing. I've actually seen people kicked out for sitting.

Fun watching DC lose again tonight. | interviewed their CEO Kevin Payne this morning; kind of feel like giving him a call
again tomorrow...

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Inca - 18-04-2008 14:56

At Galaxy games, there are usually signs for the sections where the Riot Squad and the Galaxians stand. Don't know if
they're going to have a sign for the newsupporter's group, which is in the General Admission section. Technically,
someone unaware of the groups could buy a ticket to that section, but those are supposed to be the last ones sold by
Ticketbastard.

| agree w/ Psounder 2 about concessions, They're usually a rip, so | never bother, no matter how good they are. Plus, |
never expect stadium food to be good. And like you said, it's two hours. | can wait, especially for a bacon-wrapped hot
dog in the parking lot afterwards.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 18-04-2008 16:19

| went to the DC-Crew game last night with IMP. We agreed it may have been the most pathetic performance by DC
United in memory. Really, what the fuck. | enjoy a good moan, head shake and shout of "RUBBISH" as much as the next
man, but this team is really trying my patience.

What is the basis of the hypothesis that Peralta is a professional soccer player? That he's Argentinian?
We gave up Christian Gomez for this?

And how much are we paying Gallardo for this? Well, | know the answer. ONE POINT FUCKING EIGHT SEVEN FOUR
MILLION in guaranteed money this year. We could kept Gomez for a quarter of that price.

And then | drove home and found out the Caps lost in OT, the Nats blew it again and my computer at home is hosed for
reasons I'll get into in another thread if | have time.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 18-04-2008 16:45

That's not entirely true, Reed: according to Goff, Gomez had apparently decided he wanted out of DC.

Anyway, | am surprised you are taking him to task. Although it certainly wasn't a dominating performance by any means,
he was our best offensive player by some measure. if anyone deserves your ire it's Emilio, who continues to be terrible,
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and Peralta.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 18-04-2008 16:48

Gallardo was pretty good, but for a DP costing that much he needs to produce a lot more. It's early yet, but we saw
instant production from the successful DPs like Blanco and Angel.

Do you have a link to the Gomez story, SocScrim? | thought he only wanted out because DC weren't prepared to pay
him DP money.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 18-04-2008 16:58

No doubt--Gallardo hasn't shown himself to be worth the money yet, but he certainly wasn't the problem last night.
Here's the link. Just to re-iterate my point, it's not that DC couldn't have re-signed Gomez to a fraction of Gallardo's cost,
it's that (based on Goff's post) gallardo's sighing was necessitated by Gomez' and DCU's falling out. In other words, it's
not like DCU chose Gallardo over Gomez. Gallardo came after Gomez' departure was a fait accompli:

http://blog.washingtonpost.com/soccerinsider/2008/01/gomez_moreno_ej_and_supplement.html

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 18-04-2008 17:03

Well, that's splitting hairs a bit, isn't it? It's certainly fair to compare the two, as we know DC could have resigned Gomez
for a small portion of what they then had to spend to replace him. And it's clear from the same article that DC were
already in negotiation with Gallardo, surely something that impacted their thinking on Gomez.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 18-04-2008 18:59

Remember how San Jose were relocated to Houston because AEG couldn't get a stadium done there, and MLS was told
it'd happen in Houston instead? Read this commentary and Don Garber's letter to Houston's owners on the present
impasse over a stadium in Houston now.

Here's a snippet, with Garber's remarkable threat to relocate the team again:

As you will recall, the decision to grant (AEG’s) request to relocate the San Jose Earthquakes from the Bay Area to
Houston was made after significant deliberation among the members of the MLS Board of Governors. Though the team
was successful at the gate and had a passionate fan base, the lack of a suitable stadium prevented the team from ever
having a viable business.

The relocation, the first and only in MLS history, had a traumatic effect on the League at a crucial time in its
development. Our approval was based on assurances that an appropriate soccer stadium would be built in the Houston
market in a timely fashion. A suitable stadium is a requirement for all MLS teams, which is no different than the stadium
requirements in all other major sports.

Fortunately, the San Jose Earthquakes re-joined the League as our 14th team this season. Ironically, after much work
with the public sector, specifically the City of San Jose, our new owners now have a suitable plan in place to construct a
soccer-specific stadium. The fact that such a deal could be agreed upon in the most difficult region in the country for
public-private partnerships is a credit to the new ownership and its relationship with the City.
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I am concerned about the lack of progress in your discussions with the City of Houston. Even in the fourth largest
market in the country with a young and dynamic demographic that embraces soccer, the Houston team will continue to
lose money without a public-private partnership on a new soccer stadium — a fact that presents significant issues for the
League. It is inconceivable that MLS will allow the team to continue playing as a secondary tenant in a college football
facility, particularly after the League moved the team due to the challenges at San Jose State.

While another relocation would be equally traumatic, we both must consider our options to ensure that the team has a
path to economic success. We learned an important lesson in San Jose: a passionate fan base is not enough to support
the economics of operating a professional sports team. The team needs a soccer-specific stadium to ensure success.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Inca - 18-04-2008 20:36

Holy crap. Don's feeling his oats, isn't he?

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by imp - 18-04-2008 21:17

Well, at least he's being straight up with them. And it's hardly a surprise - teams getting their own stadiums is pretty much
all Garber goes on about because it's the centric principle of his business plan for MLS. In that respect, he does a good
job. Given that he knows next to fuck all about football, it's good that he leaves the playing side to lvan Gazidis, who
generally knows what he's talking about.

The Don's even muttered at DC about moving them if the city doesn't get its act together and find them a stadium. On
the other hand, he repeatedly praises New England as a "model franchise", despite the fact they're further away from
having their own ground than any other team bar KC (who also get a free pass, for some reason), but because Kraft
owns both team and stadium they get some leeway. | don't think that makes it right, though - Gillette is a horrible place
for football, regardless of who owns the stadium.

I'm prepared to give him the benefit of the doubt on this - | don't think he seriously wants Houston to be re-located. | think
he's saying - you won two titles, you got 30,000 fans in for your playoff games, but don't get complacent, build on that
and keep the process moving.

As for DC - Peralta is clearly a dreadful mistake and he'll be gone or out of the team by mid-season. Gallardo was
completely overshadowed by the mercurial Schelotto last night. Emilio looks a different player this year, Moreno is as
past it as he was last season, and Niell is a reserve player at best. But like | said to Reed, | actually enjoy the seasons
more when they're bad - I'm used to a lifetime of going to games to moan and shout abuse. I'm more nostalgic for the DC
trainwreck years 2000-03 than | am for the championship winning seasons. Victors are boring, and fans become smug
and dull with too much success. Losing seasons help you find out who's really in it for the game.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by imp - 18-04-2008 21:28

Oh, and lucky Inca - the Desperate Gals have just signed Joe 'Hack Yer Shins' Franchino. Ha ha ha.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 18-04-2008 22:21

Now that Isiah Thomas is gone, Lalas had to act fast to solidify his place as Worst Sports Executive.
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Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 18-04-2008 22:32

The Don's even muttered at DC about moving them if the city doesn't get its act together and find them a stadium.
Garber said this week he more or less expects DC to move out of the District to Maryland, but | didn't know he'd been
muttering about how relocating them altogether. It looks to me like the former is what will happen, bar a last minute effort
by the city. I'd be curious what the DC fans here think of that prospect.

It's clear MLS are fine with teams not being in SSS as long as it's not killing them financially; when the ownership also
owns the NFL stadium, as in Seattle and New England's case, you can still have a viable business which seems to be all
he really cares about.

Garber's power play in Houston does not seem to have gone down very well with the mayor there, though, as it was him
that made the letter public. I'm sure they can find somewhere in the suburbs there for a stadium, but that's not ideal, and
I'm not convinced this has helped much.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by jefe - 18-04-2008 22:56

That's what he means by moving them-there's several sites in the burbs that are quite viable, each next to Metro
stations, Greenbelt in particular. A good chunk of United fans come via Metro, so that's a big deal.

Franchino got shipped to the Galaxy a day after it came out that he and Gary Flood got kicked out of Fenway for being
gigantic drunken assholes (in Yankees jerseys) during the Sox-Yanks series. They also apparently got bounced out of a
bar pregame for the same reason.

eta: When the FIFA Club World Cup leaves Japan after this edition, hosting it goes up for bid. Miami wants it in 2011-
there's a civic task force or some such that wants to bring 7 or 8 "major" games per year to Miami-CWC, Euro
tours/friendlies, Copa Libertadores matches, whatever they can get their hands on.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 18-04-2008 23:04

| prefer the way we used to lose, score nice goals, but then concede the winner in comedy fashion in injury time. Last
night just seemed like a train wreck.

it's not that DC couldn't have re-signed Gomez to a fraction of Gallardo's cost, it's that (based on Goff's post) gallardo's
signing was necessitated by Gomez' and DCU's falling out. In other words, it's not like DCU chose Gallardo over Gomez.
Gallardo came after Gomez' departure was a fait accompli.

| didn't mean that they intentionally picked one over the other, but | agree that is sort of splitting hairs. DC should have
known that they were going to have to pay at least as much to replace Gomez as what Gomez wanted. Decent Number
Tens don't grow on trees.

It is my understanding that Gomez only wanted to leave after the club refused to meet his price, maybe not because of
the money per se, but the bad feeling that was created over it. Either way, it shouldn't have come to that.

| didn't mean that Gallardo has performed poorly, but that his performance hasn't added up to anything. Besides, | don't
think he's going to fill any seats. He's not very well known - unlike Beckham or Blanco or even Reyna.

| don't blame him, but right now, it doesn't look like a smart signing. If we wanted to not score goals, we could have done
it a lot cheaper. Plus, Gomez was popular here.

DC United isn't well suited to the DP concept. We don't need to make a make a big "splash” in the transfer market to get
the attention of the local media. In fact, after the Freddy Adu situation, the local media and non-soccer loving public
would probably be skeptical of hype about a new player.
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What DC needs to do to get local media love and casual fans interested is to win championships (er, and build a
stadium). They would have a much better chance of winning if they spent more money on a bunch of decent-but-not-
spectacular guys in the $50-$200k/year range, especially in the back, rather than blow a big wad on one guy. But of
course, the DP promotes the exact opposite approach.

Where are the good fullbacks? It seems like we used to be able to find college players for a reasonable price that could
do a decent job - like Mike Petke and Ryan Nelsen.

| just looked it up Peralta is going to get paid $199,000 this year. Fuck. We could have half a Taylor Twellman for that
much or Wade Barrett plus Bobby Boswell, or an entire reserve squad.

The stadium situation in DC is distressing. I'm very concerned they're going to end up in Landover or Germantown or St.
Louis. It's typical DC government ineptitude and foot-dragging.

Moving the team out of Houston would be a shame. In every other respect they're the model franchise of MLS, as far as |
can tell.

Given that this league is all about revenue sharing and centralized control, isn't every owner's revenue partially
determined by the revenue of all the other teams? In that case, it seems like the other owner/investors would be putting
more pressure on the Revs, DC United and KC to get their shit together and build a stadium.

Vernon Pools can update us on whether there is any further serious discussion of a new stadium in Boston. I'd read
something in the Globe about two years ago about a possible project in Southie (I think) but | haven't heard anything else
since.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by PSounder No. 2* - 19-04-2008 20:43

@Goldstone: Technically, Qwest Field in Seattle is publicly owned. It's just that the Washington Legislature and attorney
general have allowed Paul Allen to operate it as if it was his own.

| also remain unconvinced that they'll really be able to do "atmosphere" in that place when the Sounders open up shop
next season. But that's a horse to beat some other day.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 20-04-2008 03:11

PSounder No. 2* wrote:

@Goldstone: Technically, Qwest Field in Seattle is publicly owned. It's just that the Washington Legislature and attorney
general have allowed Paul Allen to operate it as if it was his own.Yes, and technically the Village of Bridgeview owns the
Fire stadium as well, and | imagine there are similar situations at other MLS SSS. The point is whether you're paying to
use it and able to make money out of it or not.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Reed Miller - 20-04-2008 04:18

Is Seattle planning to play in Qwest for the long term or is their a vague promise of an SSS on the horizon? Qwest is
probably too big for good atmosphere, but unlike the other NFL stadiums that MLS has played in, Qwest is almost brand
new.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 20-04-2008 21:52
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| am in a strange state.

My flight landed early, so | made the game in plenty of time, though the guys at gate 3 gave me a hassle about trying to
bring my suitcase into the stadium.

It was lovely to be home again. A warm spring day, breeze off the lake. The front office, who are occasionally pretty
cool, gave all us season ticket holders scarves again - this time with our section numbers printed on them (this should
drive up their ebay value considerably due to the collectible factor). | have two extra section 221 scarves if anyone wants
them.

So, 20,200 fans all dressed in red, all cheering our boys. And then the game started. Ricketts, Robert and Guevara in
midfield with Edu and Robbo.

It was a bizarre sensation. We had width. We strung passes together on a regular basis. Rohan Ricketts can actually
beat people while dribbling. Guevara has both skill and speed. There were virtually no panicky clearances from our own
box. Yes, the Robert goal was pretty crap, but we dominated the entire first half.

At half-time my mates and | had to confront two key questions.

1) Who had kidnapped our team and replaced them with eleven men with something approximating talent?

2) Was this team worth supporting any more? We had all put an immense amount of emotional effort into building a
relationship with a crap team. Now that suddenly they were playing well, the effect was disorienting. Our banter had to
change - there was less to bitch about. Our singing seemed less crucial to the overall experience.

Don't get me wrong, | was happy with the win. But | feel my relationship with the team may have to change significantly.
It wasn't all perfect, of course. Marco Velez has that deadly combination of being both slow and clumsy - | have no idea
why Andy Boyens was wavived to allow this freakshow onto the team. Laurent Robert made as well have been in a
wheel chair from abouth the 55th minute on. Dichio was OK, but acutally with our newfound passing ability, Cunningham
really should have been allowed in the game a lot sooner.

We're .500 for the first time ever. Nosebleed heights, practically.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Inca - 21-04-2008 14:43

I'm moderately pleased with the point against Houston. The Gals were horrible in the first half, but the second was a
different story. It's good to know we can play like that, and if we had Ruiz, I'd say that the team would be scary. They
came back after going down to Houston goals twice, both goals coming from the Beckham-Donovan combination.
Landon scored on a diving header at the near post for the first, then got up and yelled in lanni's face, something I'm sure
further endeared himself to neutrals, but | loved it.

Houston cleared a Edson Buddle header off the line in stoppage, and | think it looked like a goal: the Houston defender
had his right leg on the line, but he was leaning into the goal, and his head seemed to be over the line when he cleared it.

Re:Are the Fire Really That Good? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by jefe - 22-04-2008 02:05

Borrowing the MLS thread to announce that the MISL final is this Saturday night, live on FSC: Baltimore Blast vs.
Monterrey La Raza. In Milwaukee. Don't get me started.

Summer tour dates are already coming out-Borussia Munchonflapjack are going to training camp in Colorado in
mid-July, and play Colorado and Dallas while they're here.

Seattle Sounders FC are trying to host another friendly-Brazil v Canada.
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While | was randomly flipping channels on the DirecTV late Saturday, | stumbled across Pittsburgh Riverhounds-
Cleveland City Stars on STO, which is basically the Cleveland Indians channel. With Desmond Armstrong doing color, no
less. | about crapped myself in shock.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Reed Miller - 22-04-2008 02:14

In Milwaukee?

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by jefe - 22-04-2008 02:21

In Milwaukee. See, you want to bend over as far as possible to assure TV coverage, so you invite the teams to bid to
host the final game well before the playoffs start. So there's no uncertainty about where and when the game will take
place cause that would be a pain(normal) and cost you/your TV time buy extra money.

Milwaukee is the only team that bid. Last year Detroit bid and got it, and got to host Philly and lose. A couple years ago
to assure coverage on ESPN2, the 2 leg final was picked uot in advance for 1 game in Milwaukee, one in St. Louis. So
Milwaukee got to play game 1 at home to Cleveland, then play game 2 in a neutral venue. Guess who won.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Reed Miller - 22-04-2008 03:13

They should just play it every year in Bristol, Connecticut or maybe that Wide World of Sports thing at Disney.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 22-04-2008 12:51

Anybody heard any rumours concerning Rivaldo coming to MLS? He seems pretty much done in Greece - I'm surprised
Nno one seems interesting in tempting him up here for a last payday.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by ursus arctos - 22-04-2008 13:09

Upon being linked to TFC, Rivaldo would immediately land in LA, clutching his face.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 22-04-2008 13:26

Not here, necessarily. With Wheelchair Robert and Guevara we already have far too much latin silliness for Mo's liking.

But SJ, maybe? Houston? Chivas? Wouldn't he be a fit?
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Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 22-04-2008 13:29

How has Rivaldo's form been? It might not be fair, but one wonders if Denilson's poor and expensive spell in MLS last
year might be a factor here.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 22-04-2008 13:35

8 goals and a whack of assists in 29 games. Likely to be voted foreign player of the year in the greek league for the third
year running.

The difference between Denilson and Rivaldo is theat Denilson was never, ever any good.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 22-04-2008 13:37

Good point, AG. Chivas would be scary good if they got him.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 22-04-2008 14:22

Of course, they'd need to trade for a DP spot to make it work.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 22-04-2008 14:32

| can't remember who Rivaldo is. He sounds like a cheap knock-off of Rinaldo that you might find being hawked by street
vendors in Manhattan next to Bob Marley t-shirts.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 22-04-2008 14:36

Well, he often looks like this:
http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/media/images/39554000/jpg/_ 39554444 rivaldo270.jpg
But sometimes looks like this:

http://www.guzelresimler.net/data/media/21/Rivaldo.jpg

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 22-04-2008 14:38
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Oh yeah, that guy.

My impression is that the Brazillians think MLS is a vacation and think they can phone it in.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Matej - 22-04-2008 17:43

Rivaldo could be fantastic for an MLS team. But then, he probably wouldn't actually be so.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 22-04-2008 18:16

Reed: Rivaldo also scored the Greatest Hat-trick of All Time, scoring all three goals for Barca on the last day of the
season in 2001 to put them in the Champions League at the expense of Valencia, their opponents.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVnPaYa8rIE

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 22-04-2008 19:36

| recall that vaguely.

| try to see quality soccer when | can but it occurs to me now that | may be the only American soccer fan alive that
actually cares infinitely more about our inferior domestic product than the Champions League or anything in Europe. In
my mind, sports are something to be enjoyed locally with friends.

I have no personal connection with any European city with a major professional football club (except the vague mystical
connection | have with that bit of Ipswich grafitti at college. I've mentioned that before), so | could really give a shit. | do
have relatives in Germany, but they live in Ravensburg. | also have a superficial connection to Lewes and | desperately
want to visit there, but their teams aren't on tv much in the US.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 22-04-2008 20:28

http://www.gv-ravensburg.de/FV-Ravensburg.gif

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed Miller - 22-04-2008 20:37

Awesome, but aren't they in the German equivalent of the Gray Hooper Holt LLP Mid-Sussex League Division 8?

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 23-04-2008 03:35

I'd like a Ravensburg scarf too. None of the relatives that we communicate with there are football fans and the ones that
are mainly support BM.
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To clarify, who is all coming to the DC-Chicago match on the 8th?

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by ursus arctos - 23-04-2008 06:05

Ravensburg are in the Verbandsliga Wuerttemberg, which is the regionalised Fifth Division.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 23-04-2008 06:29

So like the Conference South?

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by ursus arctos - 23-04-2008 06:39

In terms of level, the Conference (Proper), but the comparison doesn't really work because in England one doesn't get to
regionalised leagues until the Sixth Division, whereas in Germany they start at the Third Division (to become the Fourth
Division next year, when a new national 3. Bundesliga is introduced).

There are roughly 300 teams in a higher league than Regensburg.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 23-04-2008 08:42

Ravensburg.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by ursus arctos - 23-04-2008 08:46

Indeed. And well spotted at quarter to five in the morning.

| presume that you know that Ravensburg's claim to fame is that it is the home of the eponymous producer of puzzles,
toys and children's books.

They make cool stuff like this:

http://www.ravensburger.com/images/produktseiten/uk/packshot_h/11087.jpg

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 23-04-2008 08:50

Oh yes, our family has lots of their products, but | have not seen that product.
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Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by ursus arctos - 23-04-2008 08:53

In the run-up to the 2006 World Cup, they made "mini puzzleballs" replicating each of the official World Cup balls since
the Telstar. The one above is a full size (540 pieces) version of the 2006 Teamgeist.

Ursus minor has an incomplete collection of the minis.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by mnb098mnb - 23-04-2008 18:24

Writing about Ravensburg football club must be an absolute dream. Manager searches for missing piece of the jigsaw.
Puzzling over poor performances..

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by scotian42 - 23-04-2008 22:14

| should be there for the Chicago game on the 8th. Small chance of a business trip around that time, but it's looking
good for the game so far.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Matej - 24-04-2008 20:50

At the moment, I'm definitely planning for the 8th.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 24-04-2008 21:38

Anyone going on Saturday? Real Salt Lake is in town.

Re: TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 26-04-2008 21:25

Antonio's head is going to explode.

Re:TFC at .500 - Apocalypse Now? The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 26-04-2008 22:25

Why? Just because we DESTROYED the team with the best record in the east? Because we're above .500 for the first
time ever? Because Sutton hasn't let in a goal in 200 minutes? because the singing at BMO is feeling co-ordinatated for
the first time in ages? Because Laurent Robert is the greatest wheelchair athlete in the world? Because Guevara is
FUCKING AWESOME?
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Yes, I'd say my head is close to exploding. It was almost a perfect day. Except for the Scotch egg from Pizza Pizza.
That was a tad on the ugly side.

Except that it's really weird to go from cheering from the worst team in the league to cheering a powerhouse team in less
than a month. Emotionally, I've not quite adjusted. | enjoyed wallowing in our crapitude. | enjoy this too, but it's different.

Still, WHOOOO0O00000000000000000000!
Qu'est ce que vous chantez?

Nous chantons les rouges allez!
Lalalalalalala, etc.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 27-04-2008 06:42

From the replays it looked like Toronto had some pretty comical finishing early on and then got very lucky to get that first
goal, but the second goal was spectacular.

DC might be getting their act together. They looked pretty good in the second half tonight. Their first two goals were both
on penalty kicks but the second two were a great strike by Quaranta and then a class one-timer by Gulardo.

From the stands, the two penalties looked dubious, but | watched the replay of the game on tv tonight and saw it
differently. The first one was a clear hand-ball by Kovalenko, in fact it was so clear that | can't believe | didn't see it at all
at the game.

The second one was a shirt pull situation at the edge of the box, but apparently, MLS has instructed refs to call PKs
when the foul starts outside the box and carries into the box. Maybe that's a FIFA thing, I'm not sure. Still, if | were the
ref, | probably would have put that outside the box.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 27-04-2008 13:35

Aside from the first 15 minutes or so, and another stupid goal against, | thought we were excellent. Gallardo was class
throughout, and we've discovered how to prevent Peralta from fucking up: never let the other team have the ball. On the
downside, as good as Santino was, his crossing was abysmal.

Seems like it was a good day for all of OTF's MLS supporters. Toronto, Chicago, DC, and LA all won. And NE won on
Thursday.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Matej - 27-04-2008 13:56

That was an ace goal from Gallardo. Even knowing he scored, | still didn't think he'd get it from that angle on the replay.

And just how many goals is Abel Xavier going to give up this year?

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Inca - 27-04-2008 21:04

Xavier looked worse in the backline than | did playing in my 7v7 game last Tuesday night, and that's saying something.
Still, when you score five, it's easy to overlook that. There aren't many times they're going to be able to score three
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unanswered goals after conceding a tying goal, though, and | hope the Gs realize that. That was just about the closest 5-
2 game I've ever seen (or watched the highlights of). Here's an idea--let's play a backline without Vanney OR Xavier.
True, the comedic value will plummet, but there are some upsides.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 27-04-2008 22:46

Yeah, after watching the highlights (recommended, by the way--some really nice goals) | thought to myself that Xavier is
probably the worst starter in MLS. 1 also thought to myself that the people who denied Brad Guzan a work permit did
Aston Villa a huge favor.

Landon Donovan has 8 goals already, if anyone hasn't noticed.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Inca - 27-04-2008 23:18

Guzan's an odd one. Remember, he was never supposed to have started for Chivas, but only did because of Zuniga's
injuries in the first season of the club. That first year, | felt sorry for him. He had a horrible defense in front of him, and
you could tell that he would be alright with another team. He really grew and gained in confidence the last few seasons.
But he can still have some really bad games.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 28-04-2008 15:50

Now my head is going to explode.

Or possibly my estimation of Galarcep's acuity is set to drop. Not sure yet.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Big Man Restless - 28-04-2008 16:45

(b)

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Inca - 28-04-2008 17:29

Andrea and Luis at Sideline Views have Toronto 7th and 8th, respectively.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 28-04-2008 17:46

BTW, | can't make next week's DC-Chicago fixture. | just realized that I'm supposed to be in Boston while that's going on.
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Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 29-04-2008 19:25

Any thoughts on why the East looks so much stronger than the West this year? Early season aberration, or a trend? And
if it ends this way, will it lead to more calls to scrap the conference system?

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 30-04-2008 15:20

Gordon Bradley has died.
http://soccernet.espn.go.com/news/story?id=530345&cc=5901

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 30-04-2008 15:53

He always seemed like a decent person, and was rather shabbily treated by Ross and the Erteguns when they decided
he "wasn't big enough” for the Cosmos.

RIP.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 02-05-2008 01:23

That was 2 hours of my life I'm never getting back. God NY-TFC was crap.

ETA: The Open Cup (qualifiers) kicked off yesterday, not that anyone could have noticed except the impossibly geeky
like me. RSL 4-0 San Jose, with a second half snowstorm and 2 Quakes defenders clashing heads and getting taken to
hospital to boot. RSL gets to go play another knockout at Columbus May 27.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 02-05-2008 09:45

It was a bit shit on the field, but that was the best time I've had in the stands for ages. The night start and the freezing
rain did wonders for the atmosphere. We all stood for pretty much the whole second half and the singing was aces. My
throat still hurts, actually.

Oh Toronto

I'm going crazy, oh yes it's true

Something has come over me | don't know what to do!
My life is not worth living if | cannot sing for you!

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Matej - 02-05-2008 09:59

So, if Reed can't go next week (damn.) to the DC-Chicago game, is anybody else going?
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Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 02-05-2008 15:22

| fell asleep during the first half of TFC-RBNY. AG, don't you think it's a bit lame to sing "This is our house!" in your own
stadium? That's all | heard on TV. But | didn't catch the second half, I'll try to watch it later.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 02-05-2008 17:00

It's not the brainiest of ditties, that's for sure. But it's only one of maybe 15 songs we sing on any given day. There was
a lot of "Seven Nation Army" and "Marvell Wynne"-ing going on last night and our 23:13 anthem was nice and loud, too.

And a major, major hattip to the 100 or so NYRB fans who came up on a weeknight for the game, even if they were quiet
as mice. Well done.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 02-05-2008 17:12

Antonio Gramsci wrote:

And a major, major hattip to the 100 or so NYRB fans who came up on a weeknight for the game, even if they were quiet
as mice. Well done.You should tell Ives: "TFC dropped the ball in not establishing a visiting supporter's section. Now |
know this isn't an issue for 80 percent of the games they'll have, but BMO Field really needs to have a section that can
be dedicated to visiting fans, even if we're talking just 20. And no, there were no Red Bulls fans in attendance (Which
made the Toronto fans chanting, "Can you hear the Red Bulls sing" all the more ridiculous.)"

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 02-05-2008 17:28

Well, there were 100 or so people wearing white up in the north-east corner where we normally stick visiting fans (that bit
where you were last May). | assumed they were NYRB fans, and the RPB did too. If they weren't, it was a rather odd
coincidence.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 02-05-2008 17:38

Weird. I'd be shocked if they took 100 on a Thursday night. They barely get 100 in their own stadium on a bad day.
Worth looking into.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 02-05-2008 19:07

DC's sponsor is Volkswagen, in a $3.7M annual deal. That's pretty substantial. Damn DC.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread
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Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 02-05-2008 19:25

That's really disappointing. After seeing a surge in Pollo Campero ads around the stadium this year, | was hoping they'd
have this on their shirts:

http://juantornoe.blogs.com/hispanictrending/images/pollocamperonewlogo.jpg

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 02-05-2008 23:58

Volkswagen is moving their NA headquarters to northern Virginia, apparently that mattered somehow in getting the deal.

Everything you need to know about why the Whitecaps owner is pissed and without a stadium can be found here:
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/sports/story.html?id=a278cc78-2d8e-48df-93e3-1a3946518800. They're
talking about playing at BC Place for a while if that's what it takes to get into MLS.

US Women play Australia again 5 EST tomorrow on FSC, having blown a 2-0 lead against them last weekend in a
monsoon in Cary. Still came back to win 3-2.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 04-05-2008 04:28

That LA-RSL game sure had everything. Two fantastic goals from Beckham, brilliant save by Rimando, and a horrendous
offside call on what should have been RSL's third goal. There's no doubt which team produces the most exciting games
in MLS this year.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 04-05-2008 04:34

| think it's goldstone's turn in the whole head-explosion dept. 3-0 on the road? wtf?

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 04-05-2008 14:16

| can't speak for goldstone, but | tried to watch some of that game and my head almost exploded--from boredom. It was
a horrid match from what | saw, but credit to Chicago.

At what point do we have to start taking Columbus seriously?

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by goldstone97 - 04-05-2008 15:16

The Fire are brutally effective. When we even have Blanco and Mapp tracking back and winning balls, you know
opponents are going to have trouble scoring on us.

People are going to have to start taking Bakary Soumare seriously soon as an elite MLS defender. He's been
outstanding all season. Really cool and friendly guy, too.
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Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Inca - 04-05-2008 21:08

Can't believe we can't beat RSL. Still, as long as the rest of the West sucks, I'm okay.
| predicted 6 goals for Beckham all season. Looks like | might be proven wrong soon.

And on a different subject, how long as Sean Wheelock been on the BBC? | don't listen to the World Football podcast all
that often, but | am now, and | can't believe it.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by jefe - 04-05-2008 23:08

Plastic Palace 2
Richmond 0

Crystal Palace USA are to soccer what Amtrak is to food.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Soccer Scrimmage - 05-05-2008 00:10

What would the current DCU squad be to soccer?

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by imp - 05-05-2008 12:36

| don't know, but they seem to have regressed to Rongenism in their style of play for road games. Yesterday's match was
classic DC retro 2000-2003, while the whole spectacle was the side of MLS that the league pretends is a thing of the
past - half-empty stadium, no atmosphere and dreary play. | was out stone cold for the final 15 minutes.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 05-05-2008 18:17

Watching that game, | realized that | hate this designated player thing and | want it to go away. The league would be
much better served by spreading the millions spent on designated players to boost the overall level of talent at the other
10 positions on any given team. If the overall level of talent went up, the quality of the play would improve and over time,
| think more people would enjoy watching the games. We might see an MLS team win the CONCACAF competition.

Gullardo's talent seems utterly wasted on this current DC United team. He does something brilliant, then passes it to
somebody who gives it away. Beckham, at least, brings the set piece ability and his merchandising power means he
pays for himself, but other than him and Blanco, what are these DPs really doing for the league?

Apparently, the average salary in MLS (so I've read) is $129,395, which I'm told is about the same as the English fourth
division (league two) I'd venture that a team in which everyone is making between $100k and $250k that averaged out
around that same figure would be better, and play more attractive soccer, than a team with one guy making $2 million
and others making $33k.

That won't attract as big of a crowd as Posh & Becks or Blanco, but | suspect that a greater percentage of people coming
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to a match for their first time would return if the soccer on the pitch were more exciting than for the one-time novelty of
Beckham. Developing MLS is going to be a long arduous process. There's no quick fix. Better to attract 100 new fans
every week and keep 20 than to attract 10,000 new fans to one game against LA and keep 10.

I noticed that Colorado's stadium seemed empty, and yet | think it was probably more full than the camera showed. |
could hear the supporters group chanting, etc, but couldn't see them, which leads me to think that the stadium's camera
position is stupidly placed on the same side as the hardcore supporters. At DC, the camera faces the Bara Brava and
Screaming Eagles, giving the impression that it's a packed madhouse of excitement. If the camera was facing the other
side, it wouldn't look nearly as good (although still better than Colorado looked yesterday).

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by jefe - 06-05-2008 22:03

Steve Goff dice:

Volkswagen pays $14 million over the life of the contract, so something like $2.7M a year. They also have the option to
purchase naming rights on the new stadium when it's built, in 2011 or 12 at the outside currently. Volkswagen's also
picking up the parking cost on Thuesday, so that's nice of them. Gallardo gets to shill for VW in Latin America too.
Belogoed jerseys are already available for purchase on Thursday as well.

Kevin Payne and Dave Kasper just got back from Argentina and Boca-River, sniffing around players; idle speculation
says some sort of youth development/tie in with Boca. Payne is also going to go and visit VfL Wolfsburg as well
sometime soon.

Toronto is rumored to have lined up friendlies with Independiente and Pachuca; ticket sales for USA-Argentina are over
40,000, and someone got stabbed in the middle of a drunken miniriot after Chivas-Houston on Sunday. Great.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 07-05-2008 14:44

That would be extremely cool. A welcom break from TFC's relentless euro-centrism.

Also, it implies the club thinks it can make a go of this Champions League thing and they need to practice against Latin
opposition. | like that. I'm looking forward to a road game in Mexico.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thr

Posted by EIM - 07-05-2008 15:02

And here's David Beckham's latest views on MLS, taken from his official blog:

Last week, | filmed an appearance on the children’s show Sesame Street. | can remember watching the programme when
| was young, so | was delighted to be asked on to appear as a guest.

Re:Houston, They Have A Problem. The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Reed of the Valley People - 07-05-2008 15:04

While | still wish they'd gone with Pollo Campero (I'm always a fan of the macabre irony of a happy cartoon animal selling
the grilled carcasses of his brethren), VW is a good sponsor with a history of sponsoring football clubs and its nice to see
a "new local company" trying to ingratiate itself into the community.

| don't own a VW, but my brother and sister-in-law once owned a Jetta and it was a pretty good car for a while. A friend of
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mine had a VW bus, which was a fantastic vehicle. And they have good ads.

Much better than some probably-quack "wellness" company like Herbalife or Xango. Way better than Red Bull.

Re:Seriously? The Crew? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 07-05-2008 15:09

Sesame street would be a way better location for the Red Bulls trhan the Meadowlands. Better transport links, for one
thing.

Re:Seriously? The Crew? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by EIM - 07-05-2008 15:14

You'd get the away fans giving it the "30,000 Muppets" song.

I'm all for it. Could you imagine their firm? Oscar the Grouch decked out in Pringle and Tacchini. Terrifying.

Re:Seriously? The Crew? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 07-05-2008 15:17

Bert in a Burberry Cap would be good.

But Stone Island would make Big Bird's ass look fat.

Re:Seriously? The Crew? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by ursus arctos - 07-05-2008 15:20

And calling cards like the ICF:

"You've just been visited by the letters K and Q, and the number 3"

Re:Seriously? The Crew? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 07-05-2008 15:22

Genius!

Re:Seriously? The Crew? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by goldstone97 - 07-05-2008 18:47

Great, now | have to sell my Volkswagen.

Re:Seriously? The Crew? The 2008 MLS Thread

Posted by Inca - 07-05-2008 22:15
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