
Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 04-05-2008 15:17
_____________________________________

So who's in and who's out at your club? Any notable departures or additions? Any players who'll be making a name for
themselves next season?



Oldham have lost Gary McDonald (our Everton-slaying midfielder) to Aberdeen, told our inconsistent Congolese
defensive midfielder Jean-Paul Kalala that he can move on, and released a couple of youngsters.



No players have signed yet, but we've thrown contracts at two of our promising young players (Lewis Alessandra and
Deane Smalley). Alessandra, a tricky striker, may be getting some scouts at Boundary Park next year. Veterans Andy
Liddell (34) and Mark Crossley (38) have also signed new deals.



We're also looking forward to the stories about Micah Richards moving on coming to fruition, as we've a 20% sell-on
clause in his contract.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by mafu - 04-05-2008 15:34
_____________________________________

Likely to be huge changes at Norwich. Dublin played his last game today, and Huckerby probably did too. Roeder will
want to get rid of some of the crappier members of the squad. We already shipped out a lot of players mid-season and
replaced them with loans - so those will be going back too. Combine all this with the fact that our youth system doesnt
seem to deliver much these days and i think we'll be bringing in at least 10 new players. No idea who though, or if there's
any real money to spend.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 04-05-2008 16:15
_____________________________________

Rob Page has allegedly turned us down for Chesterfield. Very odd as he's been brilliant for us. Maybe Ternent didn't
want him.



Now we've got some cash, I fully expect more than the usual 6 shite players released, 2 shite out-of-contract players in
and no loans at all. In fact, I want us to do a Leeds or a Wednesday and have 8 or 9 loan players throughout the season...

============================================================================

Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 04-05-2008 17:12
_____________________________________

We're expecting a keeper (understudy to Crossley), maybe a full-back, definitely two, three or even four midfielders - the
midfield is looking a little threadbare - and possibly one experienced striker. 



John Sheridan is a fan of Leon Clarke, and may also be making eyes at loanees Leon Constantine, Jason Jarrett and
David Livermore. I'm not too fussed about any of them (Clarke & Constantine didn't impress me, Jarrett's too
inconsistent), although Livermore is at least versatile.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ad hoc - 04-05-2008 17:57
_____________________________________

Depends on the take-over I suppose.  We sold most of our top players this season (and Whelan and Brunt will now be off
to the premiership), and aside from about 5 players the whole squad could be sold and no-one would care that much. 
But then of course whether we can afford to have such a wholesale clearout depends largely on whether we actually
have any money at all to work with.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tony C - 04-05-2008 18:25
_____________________________________

We are hopeful of signing Ronaldinho, however we are resigned to losing Kasper Schmeichel.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 04-05-2008 19:45
_____________________________________

Rory Patterson might be off to Bradford Park Avenue.



We'll sign some players I've never heard of.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 04-05-2008 22:27
_____________________________________

You can have some more Oldham cast-offs, EIM. We've let go of a few useful-looking youngsters who could come back
to haunt us (KC Owen for one).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by sidjames - 05-05-2008 07:38
_____________________________________

...aside from about 5 players the whole squad could be sold and no-one would care that much.



Same at Brentford - apart from the 5 players bit. 



As this has been the case for the last two seasons, I'm having to reassess what I'm actually supporting here. Next
August there'll be a new bunch of strangers (a few of whom I may have vaguely heard of) that have been hastily cobbled
together over the summer but it's going to take a lot to establish any sort of emotional connection.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Ibn Pickthall - 05-05-2008 12:43
_____________________________________

Not entirely true sidjames, surely: Kevin O'Connor, Gary Smith, Ryan Dickson? I'm struggling after that though...



Andy Scott's recent public player bashing is a bit weird and unsettling, isn't it? The press conference after Saturday's loss
to Stockport contained the phrase "bad players playing badly" or something to that end. Has someone really upset him? I
mean, he picked the team.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by harbinger of hope - 05-05-2008 13:13
_____________________________________

In the short term I think Calderwood wants to make Brett Ormerods loan deal into a permanent one. No doubt replacing
Grant Holt who the manager has been trying to get rid of.



Holt's demise has been a sad one. 2006/07 player of the year, 18 goals. He was looking good for this season.  Then
Calderwood started playing him left wing in 442 or 433, a tactic which he used against Chelsea to much ridicule.
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Especially after we'd beaten premiership Charlton with him playing down the middle in a 442 and scoring with Tyson left
wing instead.



From left wing the goals dried up (ironically in one game he did play in the middle and scored twice). His morale
dissapeared, murmerings in the dressing room about him falling out with Calderwood and taking the piss out of Agogo.
Shunted off to Blackpool (a league above us) on loan.



Looks like the end...

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by sidjames - 05-05-2008 13:40
_____________________________________

Unless there's another Brentford fan on here, I'm assuming that's you HB!



Couldn't face going to Stockport but having been at Lincoln, I think 'bad players playing badly'  sums it up pretty
accurately. Andy Scott's harsh words at least give me some hope that he recognises the scale of the problem. 



You've mentioned three of the better players (and I also think Nathan Elder could be OK next season) but frankly I
wouldn't be too bothered if any of them buggered off.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Ibn Pickthall - 05-05-2008 14:17
_____________________________________

New board, new name, same person!



I haven't been since the dismal 0-0 at home to Notts County, though I trust the accounts I'm fed by regular GP attendees.
I was astounded just how poor the quality was this season in League 2, I mentioned it to a few people before realising it's
been in our favour. We've been poor in a poor league.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Janik - 05-05-2008 15:04
_____________________________________

Cambridge



It will depend on which league they are playing in next season. Would hope to sign Carden and McEvilly permanently
from Accrington, and would expect Fortune-West and Chillingworth to depart. Convery will be sold as well after he fell out
with the management, which is a shame as he is potentially a very talented player. He will do someone else in the
Conference a decent job, especially if their manager is someone who likes to keep the ball on the deck. There might be a
wish to make Magno Vieira's loan permanent, but I would be a bit lairy of that. I don't really rate him. 





Stoke



This summer will be fascinating. The current team is patently nowhere near good enough to survive in the Premier
League. But given the amount of surgery that needs doing, it may not be possible even if all the extra money was blown
on new players. One runs into the problem that players of the required standard are unlikely to be interested, whatever
cash is thrown their way. So how Coates and Pulis play it, whether they go all out to stay up or decide to play a long
game, going for players that will get relegated but might mature into a team capable of staying up two or three seasons
down the line, is the big question.



Either way, some holes have to be filled. Most pressing issues are a goalkeeper as competition for Simonsen, possibly
converting Carlo Nash's loan from Wigan into a permanent deal.

Wide midfield, especially on the left side, is also urgent. Richard Cresswell has done a job out there most of the season,
but he isn't natural in the role. A couple of ex-Stokies, Kris Commons or Lee Hendrie, might fit the bill. Commons would
need convincing to come back after sticking with Forest for so long and them finally being back in the Championship.
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Hendrie would only be worth it if his fitness is better than it has been this season. Some cover for Liam Lawrence on the
right would also be good.

Elsewhere in the squad, more choice in defence, especialy at full-back, is essential. I think Zakuani's loan is due to be
made permanent, so that is some for centre or right. Given the realtively young age of Cort and Shawcross, an
experienced centre-back would be good. At full-back, Dickinson and Wilkinson have potential, but not as first choices in
the Premier League. Pugh, despite playing back there quite a bit this season, is better used as a midfielder in my view.
Griffin is the only full-back currently at the club I feel comfortable with as a first choice. A big money signing of a full-back
would be most welcome.

Central mid is well enough covered with Whelan, Pugh, Matteo, Delap, and Stephen Pearson (if his loan move from
Derby is made permanent, which I hope it will be). Salif Diao is a cause for concern. I was really glad to see him back,
but he has looked well off the pace. Hopefully with a full pre-season he can be the player he was for Stoke in '06-'07.

Ameobi has signed permanently as a forward, and with Fuller, Sidibe and Cresswell that is nearly enough cover. One
more would be good, I would hope not Bothroyd but I think his loan becoming permanent is quite likely. If it is him, I
would hope for another forward, someone who doesn't panic when presented with a chance!



Leaving, I guess, will be Paul Gallagher at the end of his loan, he has barely played. Marlon Broomes, Lewis Buxton,
Russell Hoult, Vicnent Pericard and Jon Parkin have all hardly been selected this season, so it seems pointless keeping
them for next. And I'm sad to say that Adam Rooney needs to move on for his own sake.





Leicester



Oh, good god.

Well before thinking about signing more players, it depends on who can be hung on to. The major problem will be
keeping the young defenders, the only bit of the team that has succeeded this season. Joe Mattock leaving is a foregone
conclusion, seeing as offers from Premeriship sides have already been turned down. Ipswich seem willing to pay a lot for
McAuley, which might be hard to ignore now. Stearman again is young and talented, one would have thought that he
would attract offers. Patrick Kisnorbo, though not young, is not someone I would have expected to play in League One,
but he injured himself for ~six months against Wednesday, which probably means he stays at Leicester until next
January.

Further forward was what got Leicester relegated, so I doubt too many are clamouring for those failures. Clemence will
probably move to a Championship side if only based on his time at Birmingham, and it might be hard to hang on to Ian
Hume. The only other one that I think might attract decent bids is James Wesolowski.

Coming in will be David Bell, that is already agreed. Given how well Max Gradel has done for Bournemouth this season
in the league Leicester are about to play in, I would like to think he will be given a shot. It would also be nice to see Levi
Porter back in the first team...

Once all the goings are sorted, including managers and chairmen, then someone needs to think about who fills the gaps.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Matej - 05-05-2008 17:03
_____________________________________

Neither are my club, but Flamini is definitely moving to AC Milan it seems.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by dogbeak - 05-05-2008 17:09
_____________________________________

Carr, Duff and - perhaps - Given to be sent to the Wearside Celtic Men's Glue Factory.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Phoebe Disco - 05-05-2008 17:43
_____________________________________

Well it's already been announced at Ipswich that Fabian Wilnis, Jason De Vos, Sylvain Legwinski and Michael Synnott
are leaving. Wilnis may get a coaching role of sorts, De Vos has turned down a one year contract to become a pundit for
Canadian TV. Synnott is having trials at a few clubs, and should get a deal lower down the leagues. Dan Harding, Gavin
Williams and Gary Roberts may well join them, but they're all out of contract. Harding and Roberts have fallen out of
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favour after a string of less than impressive performances and Williams has had a couple of off-field transgressions and
has been very injury prone. 



As far as the other players out of contract are concerned, Sito looks to have earned himself a new deal, Matt Richards
will probably sign for loan club Brighton permanently and Dean Bowditch will probably leave as well. Nick Colgan may
well stay as a backup keeper.



Our other loanees - Shane Supple, Billy Clarke and Jaime Peters - should all stay, although Yeovil want to keep Peters.



Of the players we've had on loan, Stephen Bywater and Shefki Kuqi haven't done enough to stay and Danny Simpson
says he won't be back, as he's been told he'll be part of Alex Ferguson's plans next season.



As for incoming players, the press are linking us with players that are based on Magilton's previous signings - ex-
teammates, and players from both sides of the Irish border. Titus Bramble, David Healy, Peter Thompson and Alan
Mannus (the latter two play for Linfield). Positionally they're the right sort of players as we needed a striker and a centre
half before the last transfer window, (hence the arrival of two goalkeepers and three midfielders). Now we need two
centre-halves, and we also could do with a right sided midfielder (Jon Walters, Danny Haynes and David Norris have
played there this season, and all have better positions) a left back (Harding is the only natural one at the club) and a
keeper, since Neil Alexander left for Rangers in January. Supple, our only other permanent keeper has spent most of his
career on the bench, and would benefit with a run in the team at a lower level.



But knowing Magilton, he'll add to our surfeit of central midfielders (seven signed in two seasons) and right-backs and
play them out of position instead.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Phoebe Disco - 05-05-2008 17:58
_____________________________________

Oh, and Premiership clubs are sniffing around Owen Garven and Danny Haynes. We don't need to sell, and it's
imperative we keep Garvan, but Haynes can go. He's not prolific enough for a stiker, and his distribution is too poor for a
winger. His crosses are always overhit, and his passing is abysmal.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by The Purple Cow - 05-05-2008 18:10
_____________________________________

We only have two decent players, one of whom (Johnnie Heitinga) has definitely been sold to Atletico Madrid, and the
other (Klaas-Jan Huntelaar) is going somewhere yet to be decided.  He is (for example) third on Real’s wish list after
David Villa and Didier Drogba.  But there are tons of other Spanish and Italian clubs interested.



Further, Ismael Ursaiz and Sammy Kuffour are retiring, Edgar Davids is off to sunny Saltzberg, and Edgar Manucharyan
is probably going to be released.



We have signed somebody called Dario Cvitanic from a team called Branfield, and are ‘following’ Nabil Dirar from
Westerlo, Geoffrey Mujangi Bia from Charleroi, and Marcelo Moreno Martins, the Bolivian striker from Cruzeiro.



Incredibly, we have offered a contract extension to Jurgen Colin; even he was ‘surprised’.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tony C - 05-05-2008 18:25
_____________________________________

How did Davids perform for you, TPC?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Glass Half Empty - 05-05-2008 21:03
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_____________________________________

Quote  "Either way, some holes have to be filled. Most pressing issues are a goalkeeper as competition for Simonsen,
possibly converting Carlo Nash's loan from Wigan into a permanent deal.

Wide midfield, especially on the left side, is also urgent. Richard Cresswell has done a job out there most of the season,
but he isn't natural in the role. A couple of ex-Stokies, Kris Commons or Lee Hendrie, might fit the bill. Commons would
need convincing to come back after sticking with Forest for so long and them finally being back in the Championship.
Hendrie would only be worth it if his fitness is better than it has been this season. Some cover for Liam Lawrence on the
right would also be good.

Elsewhere in the squad, more choice in defence, especialy at full-back, is essential. I think Zakuani's loan is due to be
made permanent, so that is some for centre or right. Given the realtively young age of Cort and Shawcross, an
experienced centre-back would be good. At full-back, Dickinson and Wilkinson have potential, but not as first choices in
the Premier League. Pugh, despite playing back there quite a bit this season, is better used as a midfielder in my view.
Griffin is the only full-back currently at the club I feel comfortable with as a first choice. A big money signing of a full-back
would be most welcome.

Central mid is well enough covered with Whelan, Pugh, Matteo, Delap, and Stephen Pearson (if his loan move from
Derby is made permanent, which I hope it will be). Salif Diao is a cause for concern. I was really glad to see him back,
but he has looked well off the pace. Hopefully with a full pre-season he can be the player he was for Stoke in '06-'07."



From your wish list Janik I think we could do a bulk deal.



Cover for Goalie - Bennett excellent professional, reads game very well, good shop stopper, why would I get rid? too
many big thugs in the Championship and he is not the tallest.



Hendrie -  wide left - be my guest he clearly hasn't settled with us.



Bit of cover on the right? - Gillespie - loads of Premiership experience plenty of quality, can also double as a right back.



Full Back - Derek Geary - I love him to bits for his never say die approach but physically he can struggle in the
Championship the opposition target him, he had a great season in the Prem - looked at home there.



Experienced centre back cover - step forward Chris Morgan - despite out doubts he probably had his best season for us
in the Premiership, he's a good talker as well - I think he needs a move and we need to re-build.



What do you reckon> £10Million the lot.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by The Purple Cow - 06-05-2008 06:12
_____________________________________

"How did Davids perform for you, TPC?"



Well he never did, really.  Though admittedly he broke his leg in the autumn even before that he wasn't really effective, I
think it was a season too far for him.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Harry Parsons - 06-05-2008 10:51
_____________________________________

harbinger of hope wrote:

In the short term I think Calderwood wants to make Brett Ormerods loan deal into a permanent one. No doubt replacing
Grant Holt who the manager has been trying to get rid of.



Holt's demise has been a sad one. 2006/07 player of the year, 18 goals. He was looking good for this season.  Then
Calderwood started playing him left wing in 442 or 433, a tactic which he used against Chelsea to much ridicule.
Especially after we'd beaten premiership Charlton with him playing down the middle in a 442 and scoring with Tyson left
wing instead.



From left wing the goals dried up (ironically in one game he did play in the middle and scored twice). His morale
dissapeared, murmerings in the dressing room about him falling out with Calderwood and taking the piss out of Agogo.
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Shunted off to Blackpool (a league above us) on loan.



Looks like the end...



Yesterday's papers were strongly talking about a £2 Million bid from Forest for Earnshaw.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by gerontophile - 06-05-2008 16:09
_____________________________________

Matthieu Flamini joins Milan from 1st July. Bummer (the situation, not the person).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 06-05-2008 21:11
_____________________________________

We've possibly sold Luke Beckett to Bradford (we'll have Grant Holt in replacement)



Rob Page has signed for Chesterfield (boo!)



Chris Brandon has been released (yay!)

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by E10 Rifle - 06-05-2008 21:16
_____________________________________

Dear Forest



Can we have Matt Lockwood back please? We've unloaded six today, including the frustrating and mercurial Jabo Ibehre
after seven long years of being a "young striker with potential", meaning that absolutely none of the players who figured
in our promotion-clincher at Oxford two years ago this very day are now at the club. Modern football eh? Jabo will do well
at a promotion-chasing League Two club, but probably no higher.



In return, we'd like someone, anyone, capable of regularly doing creative things in midfield.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 07-05-2008 08:12
_____________________________________

We've been linked with Chris Brandon, CTT. Should we steer clear?



We'd quite like Grant Holt though.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by HORN - 07-05-2008 08:41
_____________________________________

Crusoe wrote:

(Clarke & Constantine didn't impress me, Jarrett's too inconsistent)



It's worth bearing in mind that Constantine got hounded out of Vale Park for his lack of effort despite banging in 26 goals.
 Potteries folk like to see sweat on the brow of their leading marksman.  



And, Crusoe, twelve months ago you spoke highly of Craig Rocastle - something along the lines of him being a box-to-
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box midfielder who'd get us goals.  You neglected to tell us exactly how long it took old Rocky to saunter from one box to
the other.  And no, he didn't score either.  We paid up his contract a year early, such was his shiteness.  



So a curse upon you and your foul analyses. 

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 07-05-2008 08:46
_____________________________________

I did? God knows why, he was deeply average at best for us! I was told he was box-to-box, etc, by someone who'd seen
him play at his previous club, and some of our fans thought him underrated, but did I really say that? Oops.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 07-05-2008 09:27
_____________________________________

Crusoe, has KC been released then? I'd heard he was very well thought of up there.



As for Wrexham, well we've released 17 players and put 5 on the transfer list ... don't all rush at once ...

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by harbinger of hope - 07-05-2008 09:57
_____________________________________

Yesterday's papers were strongly talking about a £2 Million bid from Forest for Earnshaw.



We definately need a new striker. Earnshaw does play well in Championship, not sure he's a forward step though. We
need a new Collymore to really push us on, if Leeds stay down, maybe Beckford.



We desperately need an orthodox right winger. We have done since January 07, when Nicky Southall left. In the second
half of last season our side looked unbalanced and contributed to the fact that we grasped a playoff spot from the jaws of
automatic promotion. We have still been unbalanced this year which has in my opinion been the difference that has
stopped us winning the league. 



ie. when Commons has a quiet day on the left we run out of attacking midfield ideas. This has caused us to draw far too
many games (especially at home).

============================================================================

The summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 07-05-2008 16:05
_____________________________________

Jorge - yep, both KC and our other Welsh lad, Danny Knight, have been released. 



Knight hadn't done much to impress (most notable achievement being his use as the false name covering a succession
of trialists), but I'd heard KC was supposed to be decent. Suspect he was maybe a little lightweight and Tommy Wright
didn't see him as likely to make the step up.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Aldo Simoncini - 07-05-2008 17:05
_____________________________________

KC Owen? Hmmm, I wonder if Holyhead Hotspur can sign him up as a massive coup in their quest for Welsh Premier
Football. 



Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 00:09



As for Bangor City, I can't think of many. I wouldn't mind one or two of the Wrexham released Players, Jorge was talking
about. Jamie Reed and maybe a centre half to replace Michael Johnson, who's ending his loan spell from Tranmere. The
wage budget should be bigger next season with the UEFA Cup and Welsh Cup winning prize money. 



I won't bother with Spurs apart from Darren Bent must go.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 07-05-2008 18:56
_____________________________________

Jamie Reed is shit

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Aldo Simoncini - 07-05-2008 19:13
_____________________________________

He did pretty well for Aberystwyth though.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 07-05-2008 19:52
_____________________________________

We've been linked with Chris Brandon, CTT. Should we steer clear?



Unless you like pointless back-heels while strutting round the pitch until 2 months before his contract is up whereupon he
suddenly turns into George fucking Best, then yes.



He, like Beckett, is after a move to the ginger and dogshit though.



Schofield finally signs for Yeovil prompting the long-awaited 'Danny: Glover' headline on our official site.



Matt Glennon signs for another 2 years. Great news IMO.



Martyn Booty (another leftover coach from Jacko) has been told to sling his hook too. I'm liking how Ternent is going
about things so far.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fred Keenor - 13-05-2008 11:42
_____________________________________

"Man United set to sign Aaron Ramsey for £5million"



Sir Alex Ferguson is ready to beat Chelsea and Arsenal - by signing Welsh wizard Aaron Ramsey for £5million.



The Manchester United boss opened talks to land the 17-year-old from FA Cup finalists Cardiff City just 24 hours after
clinching the Premier League title.



Ramsey's advisers are keen and the transfer is expected to be officially announced after Cardiff's Wembley date on
Saturday. Midfield starlet Ramsey is viewed as the long-term replacement for Paul Scholes.



It will be a blow for Arsene Wenger, who wants the superkid to join his youthful ranks at Arsenal. And Chelsea have also
been looking at Ramsey as a squad man and one for the future.





Obviously, no idea if it's accurate but we should get more than £5 million in the current market.
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============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 13-05-2008 11:45
_____________________________________

Oldham - nobody. We're in a frenzied race with Crewe for the signature of Gretna's second-choice keeper though, so I'll
keep you informed.



Farnborough - ready to become the most unpopular club in our new division, it looks like. We've picked up ex-Boro
prodigy Michael Charles, returning from a  mildly successful foray further up the pyramid, and our new manager has
suggested a signing a day for the rest of this week.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 13-05-2008 12:31
_____________________________________

BPA's idiot chairman promised to unveil two signings yesterday that would "rock the division". A pair of strikers, with over
80 goals between them, it was assumed the incoherent illiterate meant Rory Patterson of FC United of Manchester, and
Mike Norton of Curzon Ashton (who has already turned them down once).



Yesterday came and went with me sick with nerves at losing our mercurial, talismanic, argumentative hero, and then
finally, late last night, I saw the bit of news I had been fearing. BPA had announced their first signing of the post-season.



But was it Patterson? Was it fuck. Was it Norton? Was it fuck. The only signing they've delivered is their manager
registering to play next season, having finally received international clearance from the Welsh FA.



Ha. I fucking hate BPA. And I hate their idiot chairman even more.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 13-05-2008 12:35
_____________________________________

is this aaron ramsey any good?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 13-05-2008 12:39
_____________________________________

And I am the Life wrote:

is this aaron ramsey any good?



Fucking class ... nothing phases him. He's 17 and this season has become the youngest ever Welsh under-21 player,
broken into Cardiff City's first team and made a huge impression on all and sundry.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fred Keenor - 13-05-2008 12:47
_____________________________________

Potentially, very very very good.



Though, as ever, his valuation is ridiculously low, Steve Claridge's "Scouting report" on him in last week's Guardian was
the most hyperbolic I have ever seen;






Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 00:09





Scouting report: Aaron Ramsey, Cardiff City



Sometimes youngsters with big reputations don't come up to scratch, but this isn't the case with Aaron Ramsey



Steve Claridge

May 6, 2008 2:11 AM



There are few teenage players in the country who come as highly rated as Aaron Ramsey. I've heard the stories of Sir
Alex Ferguson asking about his progress; of the leading lights of the Premier League tracking him and tabling bids which
start at seven figures. Sometimes young lads with big reputations don't always come up to scratch. With Ramsey,
though, that is emphatically not the case.



I watched him in Cardiff's game at Wolves two weeks ago, having tried to scout him previously only to find that he didn't
feature. It was well worth the effort and the wait. In fact, having seen him, even in a 3-0 defeat in which he played slightly
out of position and was substituted after an hour, I would drive the length of the country to see him again.



The thing that leaps out at you from his game is his appreciation of a pass. It was second to none. When a team-mate
received the ball from him, the pass almost told him where his opponent was. It had all the information on it that you
would need and it was, invariably, the right ball.



His retention of possession was very good - I could not remember him giving the ball away - but we are not talking here
about a player who merely chose the easy option. He was equally adept at simple five-yard passes and marvellously
weighted 60-yard diagonals in behind the Wolves centre-halves, which led to scoring opportunities. He works opponents
with the ball, creating little angles with his left or right foot and his quality always shone through. 



He has a sixth sense telling him where his opponents are. This was reflected in his first touch and the placement of his
body, which meant that even when opponents doubled up on him, he managed to escape unscathed from tight areas. 



He isn't blindingly quick, nor does he have fantastic body strength but Ramsey has compensated for these shortcomings
with non-stop movement. He refused to stand and admire anything he had done and, instead, was constantly alive to the
next phase or the next option he could give to a team-mate.



Central midfield is his position, although against Wolves, he played on the right of a five. Such was his desire to get on
the ball and make Cardiff play that he drifted inside and there were many occasions when the esteem in which his team-
mates hold him was apparent. They were happy to pass the ball up to him, even when he was marked, because they
knew that they were giving it to a better player. 



He had no problems defensively - he chased and was not afraid to put his foot or head in where it hurt - but I prefer to
concentrate on what he can do with the ball. There is an easy rhythm to his game and an awareness of how to hurt
opponents with passes. There is no doubt that Ramsey has a big future and I hope that a global audience for the FA Cup
final on Saturday week will have the same privilege of watching him that I did.



Age 17



Born Caerphilly



Position Midfield



Height 5ft 10in 



Weight 10st 7lb



From Trainee



Pace 8/10



Passing 10/10



Tackling 8/10



Crossing 9/10



Team responsibility 8/10
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Value £2m





He reminds me of the young Paul Gascoigne in style and will eventually play in central midfield (we've had him play
there, both full back positions, both wide midfield positions and "split striker" in recent months) and will probably captain
Wales (given his temprament, bilingual too!) as well as hopefully being a major success in the top flight if he carries on as
he has in the last year.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 13-05-2008 12:50
_____________________________________

"and will probably captain Wales"



Not very often if he signs for the Ferg.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 13-05-2008 12:54
_____________________________________

Hmm, he sounds like a cross between the young stephen mcPhail and liam miller if that thing is anything to go by.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Etienne - 13-05-2008 13:04
_____________________________________

He's quite similar to Park.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Etienne - 13-05-2008 13:08
_____________________________________

Bless.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fred Keenor - 13-05-2008 13:18
_____________________________________

And I am the Life wrote:

Hmm, he sounds like a cross between the young stephen mcPhail and liam miller if that thing is anything to go by.



There is always the risk if he does go to a club that doesn't know how to nurture young talent, yes.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 13-05-2008 13:23
_____________________________________

Cunty non-league spending spree continues -



Potted history:



1. Farnborough Town go into liquidation end of 2006/2007 season. Many Farnborough Town players leave, esp. to
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Basingstoke Town.



2. Farnborough FC forms, with ambitious chairman and higher attendances than other clubs in the same division, and
wins league after using 51 players.



3. Rumours link Farnborough FC with Basingstoke Town's manager (close friends with Farnborough FC's new
commercial manager). Basingstoke Town announce manager is leaving.



4. Farnborough FC announce existing manager has decided to move on, and that Basingstoke Town's manager is
joining at the end of the season.



5. On the day that the new manager joins, Farnborough sign a player from Basingstoke Town (the best of the players
who left after liquidation).



6. On the next day, Farnborough sign another player from Basingstoke Town (the second best of the players who left
after liquidation).



And apparently, according to sources on both sides, Farnborough's commercial manager and new ex-Basingstoke
manager are planning to announce the signing of one Basingstoke player a day for the rest of the week. I have a vision
of them pouring an enormous vat of salt into a gaping wound, cackling evilly and leaping around.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tony C - 13-05-2008 21:36
_____________________________________

I have one - and one only - reliable contact within the world of football. I talked to him for the first time in ages today and
he assured me;



Micah Richards will go to United



Ferguson will bust a gut to get Roque Santa Cruz

and if that happens Blackburn will sign Benjani



Richard Dunne will go to Arsenal



We'll wait and see but this bloke's strike rate has been high previously.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Kowalski - 13-05-2008 22:10
_____________________________________

Keep this under your hats,



It appears that very expression of ungentlemanly conduct, that master of the swinging elbow, that don of the two footed
challenge, that ayatollah of the "over the baller", one Mr. LEE HUNT may be leaving Rhyl.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by HORN - 14-05-2008 07:41
_____________________________________

Micah Richards will go to United



Ferguson will bust a gut to get Roque Santa Cruz

and if that happens Blackburn will sign Benjani



Richard Dunne will go to Arsenal



A stick with several shit ends, none pointing at United.
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============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ad hoc - 14-05-2008 08:20
_____________________________________

Wednesday have released Lee Bullen (too old), Ronnie Wallwork (too shit, god knows why we signed him the first place),
Burton O'Brien (who would be an excellent signing for a club in the third division, and a not bad one in the second), and
Rob Burch (whatever).  Plus three youth teamers.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Phoebe Disco - 14-05-2008 15:24
_____________________________________

We've added Sito to the released/retired list (to add to Legwinski, De Vos and Wilnis) and transfer listed Matt Richards,
Gavin Williams, Gary Roberts, Dan Harding and most suprisingly Billy Clarke.



Nick Colgan and Dean Bowditch are still awaiting thei fates, but if Colgan fancies a player coach role, that could be up for
grabs, as we've got rid of goalkeeping coach Andy Rhodes. I suppose now his son's tied down to a contract we don't
need him anymore.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 14-05-2008 16:06
_____________________________________

Richie Dunne has to be just about the least Arsene wenger player ever.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fred Keenor - 14-05-2008 16:14
_____________________________________

I don't know, they need a Tony Adams figure at the back.



Isn't Dunne a reformed character now?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 14-05-2008 16:23
_____________________________________

supposedly. He's a good player, but still prone to the occasional horrendous lapse though.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 19-05-2008 16:28
_____________________________________

Stan Ternent has apparently been spotted at Sligo Rovers.



Two players he may have been looking at are full-back Seamus Coleman and Bosnian striker Fahrudin Kudozovic.



According to my source, Championship clubs are interested in Coleman too.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by jamzinho - 19-05-2008 18:03
_____________________________________

Coventry set to sign French midfielder Guillaume Beuzelin from Hibs apparently. 



They have also been bigging up a move from Freddy Eastwood. A loan move was in the offing close to deadline day, but
never went through.



Club seem pretty keen on Kasper Schmiechel too, his loan move was reasonably successful. I think the Manchester City
Thailand post-season tour is in the way of an deal at the moment.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Broken Clock - 19-05-2008 22:28
_____________________________________

Ian Harte, And(rew)y Cole, Stan Varga and Stephen Wright have already been released, as have three younguns who
never played for the first team.

David Connolly, Greg Halford and Graham Kavanagh, will certainly not be on the books when next season starts. Even if
they have to be paid to go.

Russell Anderson, Liam Miller, Paul Mcshane, Darryl Murphy and Dickson Etuhu will have any reasonable offer accepted.

Roy Odonovan and Thingy Stokes are allmost certain to be loaned out for a season to CCC clubs. 



Hopefully we'll be shopping in Sainsburys this summer instead of the corner shops/street markets of the last four transfer
windows.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fred Keenor - 19-05-2008 22:56
_____________________________________

Yes, you've really had to scrimp , haven't you?:



Michael Chopra Cardiff £ 5,000,000 

Kieran Richardson Man Utd £ 5,500,000 

Craig Gordon Hearts £ 9,000,000 

Kenwyne Jones Southampton £ 6,000,000 

Andy Reid Charlton £ 4,000,000

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 20-05-2008 00:39
_____________________________________

I think he's referring to the quality of the produce, not the price, you curmudgeonly old goat.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by pawlu - 20-05-2008 08:23
_____________________________________

Liverpool have just signed Philip Deggen from Borussia Dortmund, obviously on a free.  Any Dortmund fans I've spoken
to have said that he has talent but is regarded as being too lazy. Anyone capable of shedding more light on him?



We're also interested in Andrea Dossena who is a decent left-back from Udinese.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by dogbeak - 20-05-2008 09:01
_____________________________________

According to the rumours section of nufc.com, since the beginning of April we've been linked with:



Aaron Lennon,

Aaron Ramsey,

Abdeslan Ouaddou,

Achilles Emana,

Aidan McGeady,

Allan McGregor, 

Amara Diane,

Andy Johnson,

Anthony Gardner,

Anton Ferdinand,

Arda Turan,

Aristote Lusinga,

Artur Boruc,

Bafetimbi Gomis,

Brian Howard, 

Bruno Alves, 

Carlos Cuellar,

Christoph Metzelder,

Darren Bent,

Deco,

Diego Forlan,

Djibril Cisse,

Edgar Davids,

Eidur Gudjohnsen,

Eren Derdiyok,

Fernando Amorebieta,

Giles Barnes,

Hugo Campagnaro,

Ivica Olic,

Jean II Makoun,

Jermaine Pennant,

Jimmy Briand,

Joaquin,

John Arne Riise,

Jonny Evans,

Juan Carlos Mariño Márquez,

Justin Hoyte,

Kevin Nolan,

Klaas-Jan Huntelaar,

Leighton Baines,

Lisandro Lopez,

Luis Antonio Valencia,

Luis Boa Morte,

Luis Fabiano,

Loka Modric,

Mamadou Sakho,

Mario Gomez, 

Mauro Zarate,

Mbarek Boussoufa, 

Medy Eltio, 

Michael Dawson,

Miguel Veloso,

Moutinho, 

Nelson,

Nicky Shorey,

Oscar Cardozo,

Paul Scharner,

Peter Crouch,

Richard Dunne,
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Rui Patricio,

Scott Brown,

Simon Vukcevic,

Stephane M'Bia,

Stephane Sessegnon,

Steve Sidwell,

Steven Davis,

Steven Pienaar,

Tal Ben Haim,

Thierry Henry, 

Tomas Ujfalusi,

Vassilios Torosidis, and

Zoltan Gera.



Which would at least give the car park attendant a tough time if they all decided to turn up on the same day.



Rumoured on their way out:



Alan Smith (Middlesbrough or Rangers)

Charles N'Zogbia (Spurs (p/ex with Lennon) or Arsenal)

Damien Duff (Blackburn, Portsmouth, Celtic or Sunderland)

Emre (Galatasaray)

Habib Beye (West Brom or Wigan)

James Milner (Liverpool (p/ex with Riise), Middlesbrough, Reading, Aston Villa, Man City or Blackburn)

Michael Owen (Liverpool, JEF United, Everton or Tottenham)

Obafemi Martins (Arsenal)

Stephen Carr (Everton, West Ham or Celtic)

Steve Harper (Liverpool)

Steve Taylor (West Ham, Spurs or Liverpool)



None of which I really believe, but it'd be nice if Boro signed Alan Smith.  I'd probably spend the rest of my life laughing
my fucking head off if we get but a single penny for him in transfer fee.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 20-05-2008 09:13
_____________________________________

The top list is clearly incomplete, it omits:



Quique Flores (as Keegan's number two),

Walter Samuel,

Uche,

Xavi, and

Yaya Toure.



Now you have the complete set.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by pawlu - 20-05-2008 09:24
_____________________________________

Surely Newcastle are interested in Ronaldinho, no?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 20-05-2008 09:37
_____________________________________

His list already had two "R"s.
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============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fred Keenor - 20-05-2008 10:02
_____________________________________

EIM wrote:

I think he's referring to the quality of the produce, not the price, you curmudgeonly old goat.



The "corner shop/street market" analogy breaks down without price being a factor, surely?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fred Keenor - 20-05-2008 10:08
_____________________________________

Rumoured on their way out:



Alan Smith (Middlesbrough or Rangers)





That clubs are not only willing to employ Alan Smith but actively pursue his signing to the extent of being prepared to pay
a fee for him is mystifying.



Surely he is one of the most proven failures in recent top flight English football history?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Big Daves Gussett - 20-05-2008 10:39
_____________________________________

Attention Cardiff fans – you are about to sign our player of the season, Miguel Comminges, a fine right-back and
Guadeloupe international. I’ve lost count of how many times our player of the season has left before the Pledge has even
settled on his trophy, but it must be about four times. I can’t count very high, see. The bad news for Cardiff fans is that
when our players of the season depart, they usually struggle and swiftly slip back into lower league anonimity. Recent
examples: Sam Parkin (Ipswich – Luton – Division Four), Rhys Evans (Blackpool – Millwall – Unattached), Frank Talia
(Sheffield United – Wycombe – Unattached) and Steve Mildenhall (Notts County – Oldham – Grimsby – Yeovil). It says a lot
that our player of the season is frequently the goalkeeper.  



In other news, King Mob may be interested to learn that one of his favourite players, bearded defender Chris Blackburn,
has signed for Aldershot.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fred Keenor - 20-05-2008 10:45
_____________________________________

Comminges was saying he was signing for us a few weeks ago but the club stayed schtum on it. I really think you might
have started a thread dedicated to his potential transfer called "Comminges and goings" though.



What is Tom Heaton like? I presume you would know more about him than a Man U supporter?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by mnb098mnb - 20-05-2008 10:58
_____________________________________

Fred Keenor wrote:

Comminges was saying he was signing for us a few weeks ago but the club stayed schtum on it.
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I think that was a "Comminges me plea".

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Big Daves Gussett - 20-05-2008 11:05
_____________________________________

Heaton started brightly for us, but he made a few costly errors and was eventually dropped and went back to Man Utd.
He was pretty busy though, as we were absolutely dire that season and eventually got relegated. I suppose if you're
having to deal with 20 shots a game you're going to make a few fuck-ups. His kicking was a bit suspect, but that was
three years ago, so he might have practiced. 



Swindon reckon Comminges said in January that he would sign a new deal, but when the time came his agent said that
he would be signing for Cardiff. When Ridsdale said that they hadn't made any plans to sign anyone we all chuckled, but
it seems that it's going ahead now anyway. Most Swindon fans are unimpressed, but I don't blame him for wanting to
play at a higher level and earning more cash.



I don't have the confidence to start new threads these days. Not now you can see exactly how many people have looked
at it and opted not to reply. Such a sensitive boy.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by noj - 20-05-2008 11:47
_____________________________________

Wednesday have released Lee Bullen (too old), Ronnie Wallwork (too shit, god knows why we signed him the first place),
Burton O'Brien (who would be an excellent signing for a club in the third division, and a not bad one in the second), and
Rob Burch (whatever). Plus three youth teamers.



Bullen has signed for Falkirk. Shame about BoB, I've always liked him.



There's supposed to be more on the way out, hopefully including Lunt and Gilbert (although I think they both have a year
left on their contracts). The big ones to keep for us would be the defensive three of Beevers, Spurr and Wood, although I
suspect the first two of them may well go if there's any sort of decent offer for them.



Buying, we could really do with a non-injury prone striker and some more midfielders. McAllister has done really well at
the end of the season to try to fill the Whelan gap, but he's still young and it's asking a bit much to expect him to do it all
season.



Of the loanees, I'm not that fussed about any of them. There are rumours that Laws wants to sign Songo'o, but I think I'd
prefer Slusarski.



A lot will depend on whether a takeover will go through or if we get a chairman. I suspect the answer to both of those
questions will be no.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 20-05-2008 12:51
_____________________________________

seamus coleman has to be the most sligo name ever. He's probably a sheep farmer on the side.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 20-05-2008 14:59
_____________________________________

The "corner shop/street market" analogy breaks down without price being a factor, surely?
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My local shop is a rip.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by HORN - 20-05-2008 15:31
_____________________________________

Port Vale have snapped up Craig Pead, ex-Brentford.



I've no idea whether he's any good but at least his surname gives the Vale fans the opportunity for a decent chant.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 21-05-2008 13:06
_____________________________________

Oldham have signed Kieran Lee on a two-year deal from Manchester United.



Any QPR fans care to provide a kind word on him?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by sidjames - 21-05-2008 13:23
_____________________________________

HORN - before you get your hopes up, you may want to check out thisthread on the PFA teams of the year.



There have been more suggestions on Brentford sites that my wild allegation of vote-rigging by certain Peterborough
players is, in fact, not far from the truth.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 21-05-2008 14:20
_____________________________________

And in addition to Kieran Lee we've now signed goalkeeper Greg Fleming, formerly with Gretna. Take that, Crewe and
Preston!



Lee's signing either means that Welsh international Neal Eardley is leaving (Liverpool a rumoured, but unlikely,
destination) or possibly moving into central midfield. He played a few games there at the end of last season, scored a few
goals, and generally looked like he could make the change quite effectively.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by HORN - 21-05-2008 16:25
_____________________________________

sidjames wrote:

HORN - before you get your hopes up, you may want to check out thisthread on the PFA teams of the year.



Thanks, sid. I've had a word with the Vale board and the Pead transfer is off.  



In actual fact it appears he has agreed to stay at Griffin Park.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by sidjames - 21-05-2008 16:43
_____________________________________
Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 00:09



Damn.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by noj - 30-05-2008 11:47
_____________________________________

Forest have signed Earnshaw for £2.65 million (+ a very sizeable wage I guess).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by harbinger of hope - 30-05-2008 23:17
_____________________________________

I don't think his wages are that big, when considering that Commons left the club due to his new contract offer not being
enough money. Our wage structure is fairly rigid. A necessary cure for the pain endured, due to David Platt's
wastefulness in previous years.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 05-06-2008 22:41
_____________________________________

We've signed Jim Goodwin who was deemed not good enough for relegated Scunthorpe.



According to the BBC we 'beat off Championship clubs' too. Exactly like we 'beat off Championship clubs' for Kiegan
Parker.



I think our new signings are getting trumpeted up to be a bit more than they are to be honest.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 06-06-2008 13:06
_____________________________________

Barca have just announced that they've agreed to transfer 19 year old Mexican wunderkind Giovanni (dos Santos) to
Tottenham for 6 million euro (plus up to an additional 5 million depending on appearences and 20% of the proceeds of
any future sale).



The guy is very talented, but more than a bit tempermental, and has been seriously eclipsed at Barca by his former youth
teammates Messi and Bojan.  If Juande can the best of out him, Spurs will have done very well for themselves.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 06-06-2008 13:25
_____________________________________

It can't have been easy being behind ronaldinho and henry in the queue at barcelona. no matter how good you are you're
not really going to get much of a look in. 



He won the silver ball at the 2005 youth world cup, finishing behind Anderson. I have no idea how, because he either
scored or set up every single goal that mexico won on their way to winning the tournament. (what the hell did anderson
do?)



This looks like a fantastic signing for Spurs.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Mr Beast - 06-06-2008 14:29
_____________________________________

I prefer to hope he may be another Helder Postiga

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 06-06-2008 14:34
_____________________________________

He really lost out to Bojan, who is more than a year younger, but had the significant advantage of having been born in
Catalunya, grown up in the Barca youth system and having his father work for the club.



I'd be very worried about him settling in England if it wasn't for Juande, but as long as he's there . . .

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Allez Fritz - 06-06-2008 16:02
_____________________________________

Hard to say about this signing.  He's younger than Huddlestone, Lennon, O'Hara, Kaboul.  By all accounts he is pretty
unpopular witht he fans at barca.



At least the fee isn't too silly.



Our midfield next year will have plenty of flair.  



Presumably the spurs midfield firesale will be pretty extensive.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 06-06-2008 16:24
_____________________________________

He's unpopular because he's been quite vocal about not getting enough playing time and rather subject to sulks,
whereas Bojan has been the perfect Boy Scout.  



Barca supporters don't question his ability at all.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Allez Fritz - 06-06-2008 16:33
_____________________________________

good to hear about his ability.  I've only seen youtube clips.



At least he's got a left foot.



Bale and Dos Santos will be handful going forward.  



i think Spurs need to buy a couple of experienced players.



i can see jenas playing right midfield next season.  its his best position as he is then relieved of responsibility to carry the
team forward and is free to make runs into the box, score goals and support the forwards.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 06-06-2008 16:49
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_____________________________________

Don't forget Modric.



My fear is that Modric, Dos Santos, Jenas and Lennon are much too similar as to be able to play in the same team, and
that Taino and Zakora aren't anywhere near enough to balance them.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 06-06-2008 16:58
_____________________________________

I saw Dos Santos at thw WC U20 three times last year and he is *good*.  The fee is a snip.



But if Barca are prepared to let him go with Eto'o and Ronaldinho on the way out and Henry and Messi semi-permanently
crocked, it does suggest that he may have some off-the-field issues.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Allez Fritz - 06-06-2008 17:14
_____________________________________

I can see a home formation of : Dos Santos,  Modric, Zakora, jenas 



Away i think Malbranque will have a regular place.



I tyhink Lennon will drop down the pecking order or be sold.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Sempronio Carpentiere - 06-06-2008 18:46
_____________________________________

He's not really a midfielder to play in a 4-4-2 though is he?



I got the impression he would be one of the wide men in a 4-3-3 or play off a main striker.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Mighty Mudhsuden - 06-06-2008 19:10
_____________________________________

OTF: Where Jim Goodwin rubs shoulders with Bojan.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by the cantering captain - 06-06-2008 19:34
_____________________________________

Goodwin's one of those players who likes to point and shout alot, whilst misplacing passes, whacking free kicks over the
bar, and  generally getting on everyone's tits. Good riddance.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 06-06-2008 21:06
_____________________________________

Harry's right.  He's more effective in a 4-3-3 or "in the hole".  Juande has some work to do.
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============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by frontier psychiatrist - 07-06-2008 00:09
_____________________________________

"The Goodwin special" - the act of giving away the ball in the centre circle, but being so determined to put things right you
chase back and give away a foul on the edge of the area

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 07-06-2008 08:03
_____________________________________

Welcome Frontier.  I think you may our first Stockport County supporter.



Mundo Deportivo and as are reporting that Barca have reached a deal with Sevilla on Dani Alves (29 million euro, with up
to an additional 6 million based on performance), which provides a further explanation of why they were willing to let
Giovanni go.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 07-06-2008 08:44
_____________________________________

Yeah cheers for the reports captain/frontier.



Bah. He doesn't sound any use at all.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 07-06-2008 14:58
_____________________________________

Oldham have picked up Chris O'Grady from Rotherham and Dale Stephens from Bury. Has anyone seen Stephens play?
Not many games under his belt but apparently a bit special.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 07-06-2008 15:43
_____________________________________

At WCU20, Dos Santos was playing wide in a 4-3-3 (with Arsenal's Carlos Vela wide on the other side), but I had always
understood that he was (like Walcott) meant to be shifted to the middle eventually.



Urs, how do you think Alves change much for Barca where Dos Santos is concerned?  He doesn't play anywhere near as
far forward (he's an odd one, actually - seemingly more comfortable as a wing-back than as either a winger or a full-back,
and there's not many clubs that can play in such a way as to accomodate that).  Do you mean just because he adds
attacking depth from the flank?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 07-06-2008 15:53
_____________________________________

They obviously aren't like for like, but I do think that Alves is a significant offensive threat when on his game, and that
Laporta and Guardiola have clearly decided to rebuild the team from the ground up, and to (finally) address the severe
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imbalance between attack and defence. 



Obviously, if Barca sell Dinho, Eto'o and Deco and don't replace any of them, it will look as if they could well have used
Dos Santos, but I don't think that is in the cards.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 07-06-2008 16:00
_____________________________________

So your theory is they're bolstering the defence by buying the most attack-minded right-back in Spain?



I'm a huge Alves fan and think he's a great addition to any club but buying him for defensive purposes seems a little odd.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 07-06-2008 16:05
_____________________________________

Have you been up for 48 hours again?



The defensive strenghtening is Keita, Pique and Caceres.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 07-06-2008 16:11
_____________________________________

Oh, that's fair enough (although I'm not sure Pique is such a hot idea for them).  I thought you were including Alves in
that is all.



No, I just got some excellent sleep, thanks.  Not in my own bed, unfortunately, but just one more night...

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 07-06-2008 16:22
_____________________________________

I would be a bit worried if Pique is going to start, but I don't see that being the case.



I' quite curious as to what they are going to do with the attack.  I'm not thrilled at the idea of what would effectively be
exchanging Eto'o for Trezeguet, no matter how much of a jerk Eto'o can be at times.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hot Orangey Thing - 07-06-2008 18:39
_____________________________________

Ipswich are one of two clubs to have had a bid for Cardiff's Roger Johnson rejected. Johnson seems to be just the kind
of player we need, and I think I recall Phoebe Disco suggesting we should sign him when he was at Wycombe.



Despite Ipswich's new wealth, though, this does seem to be a fairly unlikely transfer. Were Johnson to be allowed to
move, I would think he'd be off to the Premier League.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 07-06-2008 18:57
_____________________________________
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We've signed two Mansfield players - the club who were relegated with us into non-league. Fucking great.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 08-06-2008 22:59
_____________________________________

So Man City (or rather, Thaksin Shinawatra) are buying 'Jô' from CSKA Moscow.



Just one question - how the fuck will he get a work permit?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 09-06-2008 10:06
_____________________________________

chelsea have allowed milan to open talks with didier drogba, but for some reason, not with andrei shevchenko.
Apparently he's not for sale.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ioannis nojorakis - 09-06-2008 11:57
_____________________________________

We've signed two Mansfield players - the club who were relegated with us into non-league. 



Neither of them are any good either Jorge. Expect Simon 'balsa wood' Brown to start around five games for you next
year.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hot Orangey Thing - 09-06-2008 12:10
_____________________________________

Ipswich are reportedly prepared to give Newcastle £4m to take Shola Ameobi off their hands.



Now, I generally think Ameobi is not half bad, and I just love saying his name. But... he seems a bit injury prone, I can't
see him ever being more than a 15-goals-a-sesaon man and, more importantly, four fucking million?!

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by robw - 09-06-2008 17:22
_____________________________________

Peter Jackson has celebrated getting the all clear from cancer by signing Stefan Oakes from Wycombe. Excellent first
signing!

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 09-06-2008 17:27
_____________________________________

Zoltan Gera has joined a club to match his ambition - Fulham.



Booooooooooooooo! (Just getting in practice for when he visits the Hawthorns next season).



The thing that annoys me most is that, just a couple of months ago when we saw him outside the ground, he promised
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me and my mate that he would stay if we went up.  Yes I know it sounds naive but I can take being lied to via the press,
via interviews and the like but when someone tells you face to face they're going to stay and then they don't you feel
terribly used.



You bastard Zoltan Gera, you had the chance to be a West Brom legend. May your team get relegated next season.
Preferably by us.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 09-06-2008 18:08
_____________________________________

why on earth would you join a club that has escaped relegation on the last day of the season two season in a row. 



If he was joining a solidly midtable club fair enough but....

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tony C - 09-06-2008 18:15
_____________________________________

Cavalry Trouser Tips wrote:

So Man City (or rather, Thaksin Shinawatra) are buying 'Jô' from CSKA Moscow.



Just one question - how the fuck will he get a work permit?



The same way Thaksin gets everything else, I suppose.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Il Visionario Tecnico - 09-06-2008 19:26
_____________________________________

Hot Orangey Thing wrote:

Ipswich are reportedly prepared to give Newcastle £4m to take Shola Ameobi off their hands.



Now, I generally think Ameobi is not half bad, and I just love saying his name. But... he seems a bit injury prone, I can't
see him ever being more than a 15-goals-a-sesaon man and, more importantly, four fucking million?!



I'm not saying I don't rate him, but he'd be overpriced if he came on loan.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Sempronio Carpentiere - 09-06-2008 22:07
_____________________________________

I thought I heard Ameobi's loan to Stoke included some kind of compulsory purchase if they went up?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 09-06-2008 23:21
_____________________________________

why on earth would you join a club that has escaped relegation on the last day of the season two season in a row. 



If he was joining a solidly midtable club fair enough but....



Which is exactly the reason I will be roundly booing him on his return to the Hawthorns. He had intimated that he wants
West Brom to be ambitious and if he doesn't see enough of it them he's off. 
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But Fulham? To my knowledge he's had offers from Celtic, Benfica, Bolton, Middleborough and the like. So why Fulham?
The only explanation I can come up with is they offered him the most money. Which goes against what he said re
ambition. 



As I said earlier, I shouldn't be so naive. I should just shrug my shoulders and say 'that's modern football' but the whole
affair really has left quite a bitter taste in my mouth.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 10-06-2008 07:37
_____________________________________

But Fulham? To my knowledge he's had offers from Celtic, Benfica, Bolton, Middleborough and the like. So why Fulham?
The only explanation I can come up with is they offered him the most money. Which goes against what he said re
ambition. 



Those heaving crowds, that San Siro-like stadium. Of course it was money. Unfortunately, in football, when anyone ever
talks about 'ambition' they mean 'spend like there's no tomorrow', and it's never the ambition of ideas or vision. It's quite
a fraudulent little word and I've always hated the use of it.



It was a given that Gera was off the nearer Decision Day came. That pompous little declaration by his agent - "Zoltan has
made his decision and will announce it next week" - couldn't have flagged up his departure any more clearly if he'd
skywritten in a plane that pulled a banner saying 'I'M OFF!' in huge flourescent lettering.



What concerns me more is who we're going to bring in rather than who's going out. The season's end brings the same
old gubbins - players suddenly grumbling about new contracts or destinations, all that disagreement they didn't mention
during a season's toil (understandably) comes out in the wash. Some players will want to piss off to pastures new. Okay,
let them. But it's replacing them that's the order of the day - and doing it decisively and swiftly now rather than later. Last
year at Albion brought in a host of new players with such speed that it seemed uncharacteristic of our club, who usually
took the Rip Van Winkle way of doing things: talk to the clubs. Then wait. Then wait a bit more. And a bit more after that.



I'm not that naive to think it'll happen again, but this is the Prem and it'll be nice to think that the same kind of
shrewdness shown last season will be asserted again, even if it is a dogfight against other clubs who'll scrap it out to buy
even the most modestly skilful player.



Crossing my fingers on this.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by gerontofiel van Basten - 10-06-2008 07:46
_____________________________________

SkysportsbullshitNews have said tht Sebastian Frey (or Frei, depending on their typist) has issued a 'come and get me'
plea to Celtic.



Hmmm.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Le Coq Rosbif - 10-06-2008 07:48
_____________________________________

FC United have revealed that they have four or five players lined up for next season, and that all will be revealed in the
next week or so.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Pretend Best Friend - 10-06-2008 08:05
_____________________________________
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BBC and Cardiff City official site are reporting Aaron Ramsey is off to Arsenal

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 10-06-2008 13:39
_____________________________________

gerontofiel van Basten wrote:

SkysportsbullshitNews have said tht Sebastian Frey (or Frei, depending on their typist) has issued a 'come and get me'
plea to Celtic.



It's Alexander Frei.



Don't want him. He's always injured and he's a wanker.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 10-06-2008 13:41
_____________________________________

Jon wrote:

But Fulham? To my knowledge he's had offers from Celtic, Benfica, Bolton, Middleborough and the like. So why
Fulham?Because it's in London?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 10-06-2008 14:40
_____________________________________

Apparently Tottenham Hotspur have signed Giovani Dos Santos from Barcelona.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Il Visionario Tecnico - 10-06-2008 18:30
_____________________________________

Eto'o however has decided Spurs aren't for him because "Tottenham, and I hope the English fans will forgive me, are a
club in mid-table and I need more,".

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Il Visionario Tecnico - 10-06-2008 18:41
_____________________________________

Sempronio Carpentiere wrote:

I thought I heard Ameobi's loan to Stoke included some kind of compulsory purchase if they went up?



Stoke bid slightly more than we did, but Ameobi turned them down.



Hot Orangey Thing wrote:

Ipswich are one of two clubs to have had a bid for Cardiff's Roger Johnson rejected. Johnson seems to be just the kind
of player we need, and I think I recall Phoebe Disco suggesting we should sign him when he was at Wycombe.



Despite Ipswich's new wealth, though, this does seem to be a fairly unlikely transfer. Were Johnson to be allowed to
move, I would think he'd be off to the Premier League.



Missed this the first time round. I rate him higher than Gareth McAuley (the Football League equivalent of the Cristiano
Ronaldo transfer, in the respect that it's been going on for months, and Jim Magilton has publicly stated about a dozen
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times how much he wants to sign the player), but I think it's more likely us playing hardball with Leicester to drop the
McAuley price. With Pim Balkestein arriving some time this week, I can't see more than one other central defender
arriving. Unless Magilton's looking to play one of them out of position at left back. Which to be honest, wouldn't be a
suprise.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by repeater - 10-06-2008 21:18
_____________________________________

So far we've signed Daryl Clare (Burton), Lee Phillips (Torquay), Rob Wolleaston (Cambridge) and an unknown quantity
called Scott Mitchell, a former Ipswich trainee who spent the last couple of seasons at Livingston.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 10-06-2008 22:15
_____________________________________

Hey repeater, you should see the hilarious names your club was known by on the Conference prediction thread last
season.



Dead funny it were.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 10-06-2008 22:52
_____________________________________

Crossing my fingers on this.



Fucking too right, ian. It's all we can do at the moment. I wouldn't mind but not only are we not buying players, we're not
even holding onto the players we've got.



And back to Gera briefly, before I refuse to ever mention his name again, I do feel we'll struggle without him. I was fairly
confident of us staying up next season. Now, pessisimism is really beginning to sink in.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by rowandraper - 10-06-2008 23:17
_____________________________________

Djibril Cisse. £5.5m. To Wigan. Good Lord no.



  First Marcus 'WAG Shagger' Bent, then Marlon 'Glass Knee' King (who might be a good signing, hopefully), now
everyone's favourite mis-firing, wild-haired wife-beater (alleged, of course) is set to find his way to the JJB Stadium via
Uncle Dave's helicopter ride. 



Saying that, it did`nt impress Papa Bouba Diop much...



Are we the striker`s graveyard club?



At least we have Emile...



Relegation dog-fight, here we come!

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 11-06-2008 00:43
_____________________________________
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Sounds about right for Mr chequebook-as-crutch.



"I used to play in defence for Manchester United you know. Give me loads of money."

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fatter Hipper - 11-06-2008 08:53
_____________________________________

We caught everyone else napping and snaffled Sam Vokes for £300,000 which excited me, but now we've caught
everyone pissing themselves with our bid of £2.5m plus Stephen Elliot for Kyle Lafferty. Given that Elliot cost over a
million a year ago, that's a lot of cash- and I'm not entirely sure Lafferty would be much of an improvement on Elliot.
Rangers and Celtic are sniffing around too, so maybe they'll pip us to the post.



We've also been linked with Boldo Balde, Christophe Berra (Hearts centre-back), Ferre Bodde (Swansea midfield
nutcase) and a few more.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Le Coq Rosbif - 11-06-2008 12:20
_____________________________________

NPL side Whitby Town have signed former Leeds player Mark Tinkler.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by battylad - 11-06-2008 13:46
_____________________________________

Mark Tinkler was a good up and coming youngster at Leeds when he was thrown into the centre of a shit storm he was
never able to overcome. After selling David Batty to Blackburn, we then went bizarrely and spent the money on Carlton
Palmer, with Wilkos idea of turning the lad into the best centre half England had ever produced. It was the then MD Bill
Fotherby who tried to calm the masses angry at the sale of home grown hero Batty and the perceived waste of the funds
on carthorse Palmer by saying that he didn't think Batty would be missed as we had a young lad coming through who
would take his place and was just as good, if not better. When asked on Radio who this was Fotherby floundered and
could remember Mark's surname. Poor Tinkler was never going to fill Batty's boots and was never able to fulfil his
potential at Leeds...

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Il Visionario Tecnico - 11-06-2008 14:15
_____________________________________

repeater wrote:

So far we've signed Daryl Clare (Burton), Lee Phillips (Torquay), Rob Wolleaston (Cambridge) and an unknown quantity
called Scott Mitchell, a former Ipswich trainee who spent the last couple of seasons at Livingston.



He spent the latter part of last season initially at Peterboro, then on loan at Stevenage. He left the Scottish Franchise
because of homesickness, but R&D seems like the next step on a slow road to Bury Town.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by repeater - 11-06-2008 17:42
_____________________________________

I knew he'd been at Posh but hadn't realised he'd been at Stevenage too (you can blame soccerbase for that). Looking
forward to seeing quite how good/bad he is.
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============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 12-06-2008 09:12
_____________________________________

So, Mark Burchill then.  Any Dunfermline Athletic fans on here?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by adi hocescu - 12-06-2008 09:14
_____________________________________

He's played for you before.  Albeit for about 3 matches on loan.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 12-06-2008 09:21
_____________________________________

So I gather.  But I never saw him...

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 12-06-2008 10:10
_____________________________________

And back to Gera briefly, before I refuse to ever mention his name again, I do feel we'll struggle without him. I was fairly
confident of us staying up next season. Now, pessisimism is really beginning to sink in.



Whoa, hold on. First off, to concentrate on Gera alone is to ignore the abilities and input of the entire team and the way
Mowbray melded them together. It wasn't just Gera who got us up. He had a major input in many games, sure, but then
so did Brunt, Phillips, Greening et al.



And as for signings, well, we aren't exactly hot off the starting line, but then Gera's the only top-flight move that's
happened so far. So far, all talk, no action.



Don't get so downhearted, Jon.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 12-06-2008 23:03
_____________________________________

Thanks for the pep talk, Ian. It’s funny – you’re usually the pessimistic one and I’m the optimistic one in our online double
act.



I don’t know though, I never really warmed to Gera until this season. I thought he never had done enough to justify all the
adulation Albion fans gave him. He's one of those players who only has to warm up on the touchline to get the fans
going. Added to that he was injured for  quite long spells of his career at the Hawthorns. But he won me over this year
with some sublime play and he also seemed to be really enjoying his football and his time at the club.



I agree, we are not a one man team at all. But a lot of our team are unproven in the Premiership so to lose one of our
most experienced and skillful players, coupled with the fact that we haven't signed anyone yet is more than a tad
worrying. 



Anyway, new signings do appear to be fairly close - it's a long shot but anyone know anything of Paddy McCourt of Derry
City or Radoslaw Majewski of Groklin Dyskobolia?

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 13-06-2008 07:14
_____________________________________

Your Gera comments tally with quite a few other Albion fans' impressions I've seen: excellent last season, but a curate's
egg in previous ones (but also allowing for those long stretches where he was indeed injured). Anyhoo, he's at the
Bernabeau of Stevenage Road now and there's nowt that can be fuggin' done about it.



Anyway, new signings do appear to be fairly close - it's a long shot but anyone know anything of Paddy McCourt of Derry
City or Radoslaw Majewski of Groklin Dyskobolia?



To be completely honest, both names are a mystery to me - McCourt's a totally leftfield choice and has, from what I've
seen, hair you could hide a car in, but he's attracted interest apart from us and is reportedly formidable in ability.
Majewski is young (21, I think) and is said to be highly effective in a playmaker role (sounds quite Gera-ish), he's good
enough for Leo Beenhakker to urge him not to sign for us as he thinks we're a 'simple, direct side', which, unless he's
been to all our games last season, sounds and is complete, utter bullshit.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Il Visionario Tecnico - 13-06-2008 16:15
_____________________________________

And the Shola Ameobi to Ipswich deal has collapsed, because he's waiting for a Premier club to come in for him.



Phew.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by jamestown - 13-06-2008 19:02
_____________________________________

the main question down here is that, is the evil genius( ferrie bodde )going to sign or not for the rams , this one is going
to run and run probably until monday but we can probably expect a few spanish replacements

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by HORN - 13-06-2008 19:21
_____________________________________

I assumed the latest offer would have clinched Bodde's move, but it seems it's not a straight cash bid.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Danger Mouse - 13-06-2008 22:51
_____________________________________

I'm sure I remember him being fairly rubbish. Burchill, I mean. Plus I assume this means Boulding will be off to Lincoln
now they've got pennies to spare seeing as Forrester's left.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 14-06-2008 01:47
_____________________________________

Mark Burchill hasn't been any use since 2001.



But he will probably go to his grave as the holder of the quickest ever hat-trick in European club competitions, scored in
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four minutes against Jeunesse d'Esch in the opening weeks of Martin O'Neill's first season at Celtic.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by toro toro - 14-06-2008 02:15
_____________________________________

I don’t know though, I never really warmed to Gera until this season. I thought he never had done enough to justify all the
adulation Albion fans gave him. He's one of those players who only has to warm up on the touchline to get the fans
going. Added to that he was injured for quite long spells of his career at the Hawthorns. But he won me over this year
with some sublime play and he also seemed to be really enjoying his football and his time at the club.





Really? I didn't see him last season, but h3e must have been out of this world, and your standards astonishingly high.
From what I saw in previous years he wouldn't have been out of place in any squad in the premiership.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Guy Potger - 14-06-2008 11:45
_____________________________________

Reserve team has been axed, so I'm not convinced that sends out encouraging signals for the new campaign.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Il Visionario Tecnico - 14-06-2008 12:10
_____________________________________

Burchill hasn't been any use since 2000, because we had him on loan at the start of 2001, and he was rubbish for
Ipswich too. And tiny. His only goal for Ipswich was a header mind. From a yard out, deflecting someone else's shot in.



47 goals in the last eight and a half years, apprently. Up front.



Any of our Spanish watchers know anything about José Emilio Guerra? 16 goals last season in the Tercera Division
(regionalised fourth?). Presumably the £1m tag is because he plays for Barcelona B, rather than a non-Primera Liga B
side. What is standard of that division like? He's also played for Palamós CF, CD Linares, CE Sabadell and Granada CF.
Are any of those any good?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 16-06-2008 08:54
_____________________________________

Barcelona B play in the same division as Balaguer where Swansea City sent two of their youth team players on loan last
season.

Make of that what you will!



Any of the Brentford contingent care to share their views on Ricky Shakes? Apparently we're close to signing him.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Nuno Gomes Loves Lyra - 16-06-2008 11:47
_____________________________________

Sad to see Agogo leaving Forest.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 16-06-2008 11:58
_____________________________________

Where's he going?



And Visionario, none of those Spanish clubs are any good (nor is Barca B great shakes); the Tercera has almost 400
clubs.  A million quid sounds like a very high price tag.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Sempronio Carpentiere - 16-06-2008 16:34
_____________________________________

Jorge Porbillas wrote:





Any of the Brentford contingent care to share their views on Ricky Shakes? 



He's no great.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by sidjames - 16-06-2008 17:03
_____________________________________

You´ll have a lot of fun with Ricky but watching him is ultimately a frustrating experience. 



He's got pace and a good work rate but confuses defenders, and all too often himself, with elaborate attempts at
dribbling which end with him hurtling down the wing having left the ball 20 yards behind. His crossing is erratic and,
although he pitched in with a few goals, he is by no means a good finisher. 



You might like to check out the goal he scored at Wrexham last season which, typically, was more by luck than
judgement.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Il Visionario Tecnico - 16-06-2008 18:36
_____________________________________

I had a feeling that would be the case, Ursos. Magilton is quoted as saying �If I could get Guerra I would. We have made
an enquiry to Barcelona about him and we will see what happens. I have been to see him play and he is a top quality
striker who has a tremendous goalscoring record.� His only game for Barcelona was against Girona in the Catalonia Cup,
which sounds like the equivalent of the Suffolk Senior Cup. 



If he's at that level, having moved around a lot at 26, he doesn't sound Championship quality.



In other Ipswich news, we've signed Heerenveen defender Pim Balkestein. He's 21, a central defender  and he's never
played a first team game, and his departure was the tenth biggest story on Heerenveen's website. Sounds quality.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 16-06-2008 20:28
_____________________________________

I'm afraid that you are right about the Copa de Catalunya.



Messi, Bojan and Giovanni all left Barca B behind before they turned 18.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Otto Katz - 17-06-2008 07:39
_____________________________________

Not sure if this has been mentionned, but Roma are apparently taking John Arne Riise off Liverpool's hands. He's in
Rome discussing his personal terms with the clubs having agreed a fee (£ 4 million, I believe).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 17-06-2008 08:49
_____________________________________

The Italian papers have that one the other way around.



He's said to have agreed terms with Roma, but they are offering 3 million pounds, while Liverpool are asking 5 million.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Broken Clock - 17-06-2008 10:13
_____________________________________

Regarding Barca B. I think they keep a few more experienced players on who'll never make it at first team level as "on
field teachers".

 Quinn signed their captain (Arnau?)on a freebie two summers ago and gave him 45 mins....Keane gave him something
like 20 mins then loaned him out to Dunfermaline(?).

 I witnessed about 15mins of his game under Quinn before walking out (losing away to Southend, Quinns final game) he
was easily our best player.

Arnau was good mates with one of the Man Utd fanzine "Red Issue" editors(met on holiday) and had helped them with
articles. He asked where the real Sunderland fan bars were and went along to introduce himself. Seemed to realise he
wasnt good enough but had journalistic ambitions apparently. Very well liked on Wearside. May even still be registered
with us. Totally different attitude to British players.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 17-06-2008 12:20
_____________________________________

Meanwhile Barca's main team are getting rid of Samuel Eto'o, Deco and Ronaldinho.  Which ones will top up their
pension in The Greatest League In The World?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 17-06-2008 18:44
_____________________________________

Deco -> Chelsea

Eto'o -> Arsenal (replacement for Adebayor)

Ronaldinho -> Thaksni Shinawatra's Crazy Super-Fun Soccer Situation

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Sempronio Carpentiere - 17-06-2008 21:06
_____________________________________

Arsenal wouldnever pay Eto'o's wages, where is Adebayor meant to be going?

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 17-06-2008 21:06
_____________________________________

Milan, if you believe the Italian papers.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 18-06-2008 08:01
_____________________________________

Arnau was good mates with one of the Man Utd fanzine "Red Issue" editors(met on holiday)



United We Stand, wasn't it? Andy Mitten lives in Barcelona, I think. That's where his missus is from.



Arnau did a series of articles for UWS. They were pretty good, in a sort of self-deprecating, Lars Lesse/Moritz Volz kind
of way. He even stood selling the mag outside the ground for a day. Seems a bit of a dude, all things considered.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by delicatemoth - 18-06-2008 11:42
_____________________________________

Gareth McAuley's transfer to Ipswich appears to be confirmed. Decent Championship central defender but somewhat
overpriced if the £1.5 million bit is true. Obviously I'd rather they had N'Gotty. It's funny about Leicester's defence - it was
the second stingiest in the division or whatever last year, but I never felt confident watching it, though it was obviously
better than the voids that passed for midfield and attack.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by harbinger of hope - 21-06-2008 00:30
_____________________________________

Grant Holt off to Shrewsbury. Sounds like quite a big step down, no offence to Shrewsbury.



So thats Commons,Agogo,Clingan,Holt,Lockwood gone. But only Earnshaw coming in.



I thought we were supposed to be improving the squad after promotion. Not selling/releasing most of our players.



Laughingly, Calderwood said that being promoted automatically will give us a jump start in the Transfer market over the
playoff team. He then went on holiday, renegotiated Common's and Clingan's contracts, who then promptly walked away
to teams in the same sodding league. Also sold Lockwood, and now Holt. He let self-confessed World Class Junior
Agogo go to Egypt to earn his fortune. Luckily as he is an arrogant, over-rated, money-grabbing, lazy, ball-greedy
bastard, he won't be too greatly missed. The heights of the Egyptian league will more suit his game.



I hope Calderwood has 6 signings up his sleeve, otherwise we will have a good shot of returning to league 1. The only
well known rumour is yet another bid for Leon Best.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 21-06-2008 11:12
_____________________________________

Danny Whitaker in. Any Vale or Macc fans with anything to say about him? All we've been able to establish is that he's
lightweight but creative, tending to disappear from physical battles.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 21-06-2008 11:13
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_____________________________________

The new Carlos Roca?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by HORN - 21-06-2008 11:25
_____________________________________

Crusoe wrote:

Danny Whitaker in. Any Vale or Macc fans with anything to say about him? All we've been able to establish is that he's
lightweight but creative, tending to disappear from physical battles.



MWAHAHAHA.  Finally we have revenge for you dumping Craig Rocastle on us.



He might've proven ok at 4th division level, had he stayed at the Vale.  In the 3rd he just about did enough in 50 matches
to look good on the highlights tape, but he was poor to indifferent in the vast majority of games, often failing in his
defensive responsibilities.  There was not one dissenting voice on the Vale MB when news of his departure broke.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 21-06-2008 11:38
_____________________________________

Bugger.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by The Moral Animal - 21-06-2008 13:34
_____________________________________

Harry, rick, etc: where the hell have Cardiff suddenly got £2.5m+ from, to be bidding for Kris Boyd?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 21-06-2008 14:02
_____________________________________

Arsenal.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by sidjames - 21-06-2008 17:30
_____________________________________

Anyone from Spurs tell me anything about centre back Leigh Mills who's signed on loan for Brentford?



Apparently you paid Swindon 700 grand for him so he sounds a bit too good for us. Hope we look after him and don't do
him any serious damage.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by rowandraper - 21-06-2008 23:54
_____________________________________

We have just got rid of the ultimate 'good on Championchip Manager, so let's look at him in real life' signing, Julius
Agahowa, to Kayserispor (think that's how you spell it) for an undisclosed fee, presumably too much if we did'nt pay them
to get rid of him.
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23 matches played, no goals, a miss which I still cannot work out how he failed to score (at home to Liverpool, header
from two yards, open goal). What was infuriating is Jewell let Henri Camara go to West Ham, brought Agahowa in and
then decided not to play him. When he did we realised why. Terrible.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tactical Genius - 23-06-2008 09:52
_____________________________________

I think the club Aggogo will be playing for (Zamalek) would be much better than Forest.



Actually the egyptian league is one of the strongest in Africa and his will be plying for one of the top 5 clubs on the
continent and their facilities are premirship standard

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 23-06-2008 10:33
_____________________________________

Ah, he's going to Zamalek?  



I would expect him to score a hatful in the Egyptian League, though I'm sure that their primary focus (other than the
derbies with Al-Ahly) is the African Champions League.



I wonder if he'll be tempted to try a bow and arrow goal celebration:



http://www.nabcontract.com/shashem/blog/Zamalek_Logo.jpg

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Sempronio Carpentiere - 23-06-2008 11:47
_____________________________________

The Moral Animal wrote:

Harry, rick, etc: where the hell have Cardiff suddenly got £2.5m+ from, to be bidding for Kris Boyd?



On credit I'd imagine. The income from the Ramsey & Gunter sales and the threat of Hammam's court case receding has
probably made the bank a bit more helpful.



Oh, and there's also the theory that we have never had a chance of getting him but being seen to make a big bid is good
PR.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Il Visionario Tecnico - 23-06-2008 14:38
_____________________________________

What's the word your end about Roger Johnson leaving? Any chance, or were Ipswich using the bid to pressure
Leicester into selling McAuley?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 23-06-2008 17:34
_____________________________________

Oh, and there's also the theory that we have never had a chance of getting him but being seen to make a big bid is good
PR.
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Didn't Ipswich do that with Jeffers last season IVT?



Ironically, you could easily afford him now.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Sempronio Carpentiere - 23-06-2008 17:41
_____________________________________

Il Visionario Tecnico wrote:

What's the word your end about Roger Johnson leaving? Any chance, or were Ipswich using the bid to pressure
Leicester into selling McAuley?



Everyone thinks it is worryingly possible. We're not in a financial position to turn down a decent offer but a) I don't think
any of the offers have been that exciting yet and b) I'm not sure the player is going to be that interested in anyone
outside the Premier League.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by the cantering captain - 23-06-2008 20:48
_____________________________________

I see wednesday might be getting jack cork, if so you're in luck,  he was  player of the season at scunthorpe last year,
always committed, consistenly brilliant in the games I saw.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 23-06-2008 22:55
_____________________________________

It is with a heavy heart that I report that West Brom are the most recent club to be linked with Shola Ameobi.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 24-06-2008 07:41
_____________________________________

I was similarly underwhelmed when I heard about Ameobi. There's a strain of thinking amongst some mildly optimistic
faithful (not that many, to be told) that Mowbray may improve his play in some areas that previous managers couldn't,
but, mainly, the response has been a finger-rubbed chin, a raised eyebrow and a long and quizzical 'Hmmmm....'



First McCourt pisses off to Celtic mid-medical, then this. It's all go at the Hawthorns.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 24-06-2008 12:01
_____________________________________

We've signed former Crewe, Altrincham and Droylsden forward, Kyle Wilson.



Margy is as giddy as a goat about the deal, it seems. Which is good news for us.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 24-06-2008 12:19
_____________________________________

Jon wrote:

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 00:09



It is with a heavy heart that I report that West Brom are the most recent club to be linked with Shola Ameobi.



Thank fuck if its true.  There were rumours about him coming to Toronto. 



Now all we have to do is see off those Darren Huckerby rumours and we'll be right.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Bring me Edelweiss - 24-06-2008 12:40
_____________________________________

Gareth McAuley's transfer to Ipswich appears to be confirmed. Decent Championship central defender but somewhat
overpriced if the £1.5 million bit is true



Agreed. Good to see an ex-Crues stalwart doing well. He played part-time in the Irish League for six years before going
to Lincoln aged 24.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by robw - 25-06-2008 14:15
_____________________________________

McAuley's a great lad, brilliant servant to City and chipped in with some crucial goals.



On a related note, we've just signed János Kovács from Chesterfield on a 2 year deal. Very happy with our two
signings so far, and got a few more on the way hopefully.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 25-06-2008 15:26
_____________________________________

Any Grimsby fans on the board?



Watch out, you are about to get the worst player ever to wear a Wrexham shirt ... Richard Hope

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by repeater - 25-06-2008 16:49
_____________________________________

Richard Hope's brother is player-coach at Nene Park. He's not too bad at all (for the Conference, anyway).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 25-06-2008 19:23
_____________________________________

We're favourites to sign Mark Kerr, according to gossip.



Any Falkirk/Dundee United/Scottish football in general fans got the skinny on him?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by the cantering captain - 25-06-2008 19:34
_____________________________________

Made a suicidal back pass to give away a goal in the last couple of minutes of the league cup final against Rangers,
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which they went on to lose on penalties, so will probably have a somewhat haunted look.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by NickSTFC - 25-06-2008 19:56
_____________________________________

harbinger of hope wrote:

Grant Holt off to Shrewsbury. Sounds like quite a big step down, no offence to Shrewsbury.



.



None taken.



170k for Holt and we got Micheal Jackson on a free from Blackpool.



The word on the street around these here parts is that Darren Huckerby is on his way to us, utter bollox in my opinion. 



However be prepared for eruptions of semen as Salop fans collectively cream their pants if it happens.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by jefe - 26-06-2008 03:09
_____________________________________

ursus, I read that Corriere della Sera said that Genoa are going to buy/thinking about buying Freddy Adu? Is this
standard calciomercato senseless stuff?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ioannis nojorakis - 26-06-2008 11:33
_____________________________________

I see wednesday might be getting jack cork, if so you're in luck, he was player of the season at scunthorpe last year,
always committed, consistenly brilliant in the games I saw.



Cheers Captain, although there seems to be more rumours about a season long loan for Jimmy Smith (another Chelsea
reserve player) rather than Cork



Didn't Ipswich do that with Jeffers last season IVT?



Ironically, you could easily afford him now.



I have (relatively) high hopes for Jeffers this season, if he ever gets fit again. He's got the potential to be the top scorer in
our relegation season this year. At least we won't be playing Stoke again this season.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 26-06-2008 17:35
_____________________________________

So, Alex Rhodes, then.  Any good?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by robw - 27-06-2008 07:51
_____________________________________

Bloody hell. It appears Peter Jackson is on the verge of signing Frank Sinclair! Better than that though, we've managed
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to get rid of Nat Brown. Trebles all round!

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ioannis nojorakis - 27-06-2008 11:14
_____________________________________

Wednesday have finally signed James O'Connor from Burnley/out of contract, presumably to fill the Glen Whelan gap.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by sidjames - 27-06-2008 11:24
_____________________________________

So, Alex Rhodes, then. Any good?



He was in 2004.



He'd just broken into the Brentford team and scored the goal that saved them from relegation that season. Then he came
up against a certain Paul McShane, then on loan at Walsall, whose tackle launched him into the crowd and shattered his
knee. He spent more than a year out of the game and when he returned he just wasn't the same player, having lost a lot
of confidence and a yard of pace. 



I didn't see him play for Bradford last year but his record suggests he flitted in and out of the team, scored a few goals
but never really established himself - much the same as his last few years at Brentford.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 27-06-2008 11:50
_____________________________________

Fucking Hell, looking at McShane's record, Rangers had him between the ages of 8 and 12.  Is that allowed?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 27-06-2008 11:52
_____________________________________

Yes, but it looks like Soccerbase have mixed up two different players.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by robw - 27-06-2008 13:59
_____________________________________

We've signed striker David Graham on a 6 month contract. Jackson's seemingly contacting former Huddersfield players.
Sounds like this Graham could be a bit of a trouble maker though.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by brian potter - 27-06-2008 16:35
_____________________________________

Bristol City have signed Gavin Williams from Ipswich. Ipswich or Wales fans, what's he like?



I remember Phoebe mentioning something about off-field transgressions. I'd be very grateful if you could PM me more
details.

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 00:09



============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 27-06-2008 17:17
_____________________________________

brian potter wrote:

Bristol City have signed Gavin Williams from Ipswich. Ipswich or Wales fans, what's he like?



I remember Phoebe mentioning something about off-field transgressions. I'd be very grateful if you could PM me more
details.



Just an average Joe - nowt special.



Probably won't transgress as much as your previous Welsh international though!



In other transfer news it seems Gary Megson wasn't watching Euro 2008.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 27-06-2008 17:21
_____________________________________

Bloody hell. It appears Peter Jackson is on the verge of signing Frank Sinclair! Better than that though, we've managed
to get rid of Nat Brown. Trebles all round!



And David Graham who, despite being a lazy-arse, will rip that league's defences to shreds. Slowly but surely Jacko is
flipping through his rollerdex and calling in favours.



Just sit back and enjoy as he gets you promoted out of that stinking division.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 27-06-2008 19:00
_____________________________________

robw wrote:

... Better than that though, we've managed to get rid of Nat Brown. Trebles all round!





hmmmmmm, I take it he's not very good then?

I thought not, otherwise we wouldn't have given him a two year contract.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by The Moral Animal - 27-06-2008 19:11
_____________________________________

£10 million for Johan Elmander?! Nice one, Bolton.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jorge Porbillas - 27-06-2008 19:21
_____________________________________

Three posts above yours MA

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 27-06-2008 19:35
_____________________________________

Apparently we've signed Argentinian Emmanuel Ledesma from Genoa (year's loan with option to buy for €3 million later.)
By far our most expensive (potential) purchase since the Italian boys took over.



Any thoughts, Ursus, Sam...?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by The Moral Animal - 27-06-2008 19:39
_____________________________________

Sorry Jorge.



It does go to show that there's almost a separate (and horribly inflated) market for players who'll play outside of the 'big'
Premiership clubs.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 28-06-2008 13:12
_____________________________________

Doesn't it depend on how much Bolton have valued Braaten at as to how crazy this deal actually is?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by bull bull - 28-06-2008 14:45
_____________________________________

Looks like Liverpool are buying Andrea Dossena of Udinese. Any info?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by harbinger of hope - 28-06-2008 14:56
_____________________________________

Any Liverpool fans know much about Paul Anderson?

Got him on a season long loan. Hear he's a winger which we do desparately need.



I'm still worried, June 28th and we've still only signed Earnshaw permanently. Calderwood reckons there are more in
pipeline though. Certainly hope so.



ps Frank Sinclair is my all-time favourite Own-goal specialist.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Sempronio Carpentiere - 28-06-2008 15:11
_____________________________________

I think Swansea supporters are more likely to have seen Anderson than Liverpool's.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by harbinger of hope - 28-06-2008 15:19
_____________________________________
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True, he was there last season.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Sempronio Carpentiere - 28-06-2008 22:34
_____________________________________

Any Irish or Scottish posters know anything about;



- Republic of Ireland Under-21 international centre back Darren Dennehy that we have signed from Everton



- Scotland striker Ross McCormack who has joined us from Motherwell?



While I am at it , any Dutch-based opinion on Remco van der Schaaf formerly of Vitesse?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by pawlu - 29-06-2008 06:29
_____________________________________

harbinger of hope wrote:

Any Liverpool fans know much about Paul Anderson?

Got him on a season long loan. Hear he's a winger which we do desparately need.





He's pretty highly rated right winger who had by all accounts a fantastic season at Swansea: he was their young player of
the year.  A bag of tricks and got a good goal-scoring record, he looks really good albeit a bit light-weight.



Cardiff and Wrexham fans will probably love him because first he said that he would like to return to Swansea next
season but then quickly shunted them and said that there was no other club for him once Forest came in.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 29-06-2008 12:39
_____________________________________

It is with a heavy heart that I report that West Brom are the most recent club to be linked with Shola Ameobi.



Thank fuck if its true. There were rumours about him coming to Toronto.



I wouldn't get so confident. Albion are cooling on the deal and may look elsewhere.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 29-06-2008 13:19
_____________________________________

Hooray!

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by dogbeak - 29-06-2008 13:24
_____________________________________

Someone just buy the cunt, please.  I don't care who.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 29-06-2008 13:57
_____________________________________

To the tune of Copocabana



His name was Shola,

He was a striker,

But he couldn't get a game,

Keegan said that he was lame,



Asked for a transfer,

And it was given,

His agent touted him about, to lots of clubs who had no clout,



Was linked with Ip – swich,

And then with Nor - wich,

Even West Brom were mentioned too,

Fans were relieved when it fell through,



His name is Shola,

Shola Ameobi,

He's slightly better than Scott Dobie,

His name is Shola,

Shola Ameo - bi,

Pace, Strength and Passion are all words that Hansen 

Couldn’t use……to describe him

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by robw - 30-06-2008 09:07
_____________________________________

We've signed Aaron Brown, no doubt thanks to Iffy. Anyone fan of Bristol City, Swindon or Gillingham want to comment
on what we can expect? Think we've signed him to play left back, but I read he can play left mid.



Some strange rumours circulating round City. I've read that we're going to sign both Darren Huckerby(!) and Mark
Bosnich (!!!). I can't believe our wage structure is such that we can afford these two, and whilst Huckerby would murder
the defences in League Two, I couldn't see him dropping down two divisions. Bosnich rumour smells like bullshit to me. I
wouldn't want that Nazi saluting fat cunt anywhere near my football club.



More sensible rumour is that Luke Beckett will be joining.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 30-06-2008 20:39
_____________________________________

I wouldn't be surprised to see Lukey boy at your place. Him and Jacko got on well. He'll probably leave when we sign his
replacement, whoever that is.



Beckett and Graham up front and I'll be definitely sticking some cash on you lot to go up.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by axel - 30-06-2008 21:00
_____________________________________

Our striker signing seems to have slowed to a stop, but we have got Graeme Lee from Donny.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 30-06-2008 22:26
_____________________________________

You might sign Beckett yet.



Strong rumours we're signing Mark Kerr and Andy Butler tomorrow.



Scunny peeps on here, please tell me you'd be sad to lose him. Just once can the previous club of one of our new
signings be even slightly disappointed.



All we ever seem to get is 'good riddance' or 'all lazy fucker did was shag Jade Goody and fail to procure a hooker'.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by noj - 01-07-2008 07:26
_____________________________________

Lincoln have signed Rob Burch (goalie) now. I'm not sure about Graham in the fourth, he might be alright if he can be
arsed.



I like Graeme Lee.



BOB has joined Lee Bullen at Falkirk.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by robw - 01-07-2008 07:43
_____________________________________

Cavalry Trouser Tips wrote:

all lazy fucker did was shag Jade Goody .





Sounds like you're referring to former City player Ryan Amoo!
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/article110005.ece





I can't remember when we had so much transfer activity, it's amazing. The standard of players seem to be a lot better
than we're used to, but that's all down to PJ and Iffy. To think this time last season we had Gary Croft and Steve Torpey
to look forward to.

I gather we'll be signing someone else today, which I imagine will be Frank Sinclair (fingers crossed)

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by the cantering captain - 01-07-2008 11:22
_____________________________________

I'm bereft CTT, Andy Butler is great.



 Not that tall for a centre half but quick, a solid tackler, and a really good header of the ball. Scored a fair few headers too.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by brian potter - 01-07-2008 12:00
_____________________________________

robw wrote:

We've signed Aaron Brown, no doubt thanks to Iffy. Anyone fan of Bristol City, Swindon or Gillingham want to comment
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on what we can expect? Think we've signed him to play left back, but I read he can play left mid.





He used to play left midfield at Bristol City, he can't tackle, so you wouldn't really want him to play left back.



What can you expect? You can expect him to announce that he's too good for your division a couple of months before
you release him for being shit.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fatter Hipper - 01-07-2008 12:11
_____________________________________

The way Wolves have gone about their business this summer has impressed me greatly. Whilst the Lafferty and Berra
sagas have rumbled on, we've quietly signed Vokes, Stearman and David Jones whilst no-one was looking- three
players I'm very excited about.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by noj - 01-07-2008 12:40
_____________________________________

Yeah, three pretty good signings there FH. I'm surprised Derby sold Jones, he seemed fairly handy the last time they
were in Div 2.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by The Moral Animal - 01-07-2008 12:47
_____________________________________

Liverpool launch surprise move for Robbie Keane.



This would be great.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by robw - 01-07-2008 14:02
_____________________________________

Frank Sinclair has signed a one year deal with us. Wow. Play-off heartbreak beckons once more!

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by frontier psychiatrist - 01-07-2008 14:37
_____________________________________

We've sold Liam Dickinson to Derby County for 750,000 today. Not a big surprise after his Facebook status changed to
"househunting" at the weekend, but a great deal for the club at that price!

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Antonio Gramsci - 01-07-2008 15:16
_____________________________________

Liverpool launch surprise move for Robbie Keane.



This would be great.
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I agree, since it would make both teams worse.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by boris - 01-07-2008 15:41
_____________________________________

Woohoo, we've made our first signing of the summer - Joe Burnell from Northampton Town. I know nothing about him,
but the fact that he's signed means I like him already.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by brian potter - 01-07-2008 16:03
_____________________________________

Joe Burnell is a steady enough but unspectacular player. Can play anywhere across the back (or at least he did under
Danny Wilson), right back was where he looked most comfortable. Or he can do you a fair to middling job as a defensive
midfielder. Has good distribution for your level, but many fans will target him for not running around like a headless
chicken.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by noj - 01-07-2008 16:09
_____________________________________

Jimmy Smith has joined Wednesday on loan for 6 months from Chelsea, who have also loaned Sahar to Portsmouth.



Chelsea/QPR fans - Is he any good?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 01-07-2008 16:26
_____________________________________

In his first few months with us he was very good. Waddock and Gregory went into raptures over his work ethic and, more
importantly, he did really well in matches. He kind of faded from view after Christmas that year though. Hard to say why
really. It was a turbulent time and several younger players were lost in the wash, I'd say he was one of the better ones.
Mancienne excepted, he was definitely the best of the loaners we've had from Those Who Can Never Be Named.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tactical Genius - 01-07-2008 16:37
_____________________________________

I don't understand why Liverpool would want keane?

It just goes to show why the Americans do not want to give Rafa money.

You would get much change from £35million for Robbie and Gareth, two players Liverpool do not really need.

For that money you could get a decent back four.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Harri Saer - 01-07-2008 17:19
_____________________________________

Has Alves to Barca been mentioned ;



Sevilla bid farewell to Alves ahead of Barcelona move
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Reuters, Tuesday July 1 2008 MADRID, July 1 (Reuters) - 



Sevilla said goodbye to Brazil full back Daniel Alves on Tuesday ahead of the 25-year-old completing his transfer to
Primera Liga rivals Barcelona.



"He is one of the most important players in Sevilla's recent history, and maybe even in the entire history of the club,"
Sevilla president Jose Maria del Nido told a news conference shared with the player.



Alves was a key figure in helping Sevilla to win two UEFA Cups, a King's Cup, a European Super Cup and a Spanish
Super Cup in his five-and-a-half seasons with the Andalucians.

Spanish media have reported that he will move on a four-year contract for a fee of around 29.5 million euros, rising to 36
million euros depending on appearances and results.



The right back was due in Barcelona on Tuesday to take a medical before completing the transfer, Barca said on their
Web site (www.fcbarcelona.com).

 


============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 01-07-2008 18:19
_____________________________________

Sounds like you're referring to former City player Ryan Amoo!
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/article110005.ece



Nope, our new star striker



His other moment of glory

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by noj - 02-07-2008 07:32
_____________________________________

Cheers AdC

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by dogbeak - 02-07-2008 12:10
_____________________________________

Newcastle have signed Jonás Gutiérrez, which gives me some confidence - I don't know if he's much good or not.. Mr.
Kelly, any hints?  Or anyone who watches La Lifa? - but given the size of our squad I'll take pretty much anyone.



Wikipedia is enlightening as usual:

He often celebrates his goals by putting on a Spiderman mask and going crazy

Crazy.. like a fox?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tactical Genius - 02-07-2008 23:42
_____________________________________

The new man City Stiriker Jo looks like one of the Wyans Brothers.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 04-07-2008 00:25
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_____________________________________

Eridivisie watchers - what say you to Gianni Zuiverloon?



He looks like a great signing for West Brom judging from what I can glean. Dutch U21 right back. 3.2 million from
Heerenveen. A right-sided Royston Drenthe would be nice. (Don't laugh).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 04-07-2008 07:08
_____________________________________

Can't say I've heard of him, though he figured in the Heerenveen side we beat 3-0 in a pre-season friendly last year
(impossible to judge - or even remember - from a nice, lazy afternoon's 90 minutes). That said, I'm encouraged by the
signing of young, unknown potential talent rather than the old 'experienced' wheezers we previously had on the pitch.
One who could be classed as that, but is far from it - Kevin Phillips, I speak of - looks to be on his way to Birmingham,
sadly. Wish him well, though.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Nico Rijnders - 04-07-2008 08:04
_____________________________________

The new man City Striker Jo looks like Mr Burns.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by coisa alaranjada quente - 04-07-2008 08:31
_____________________________________

Ipswich are hoping to splurge 2.5m on Angelos Charisteas, apparently.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 04-07-2008 17:28
_____________________________________

Chris Lucketti is back, back, back.



He's 36 and we've offered him a 2-year contract. I would have offered him 4 years - he's a fucking legend.



Also, that's the captain for next season sorted out.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 04-07-2008 20:00
_____________________________________

Craig Dawson from Radcliffe Borough on trial at Oldham (know anything about him, EIM?) with a fee agreed already.
Supposed to be a hot prospect in non-league circles. 



We're also linked with Carl Robinson (Toronto/Wales) and Andy Welsh at the moment.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 04-07-2008 22:14
_____________________________________
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Not a lot, no. Radcliffe were our bogey team last year, and as far as I was concerned their top man was Steve Howson.
But these free scoring strikers tend to get all the attention, don't they?



I found this though. Which seems fairy complimentary.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 08-07-2008 00:00
_____________________________________

Dundee United will have 2 Cardiff players on loan for the new season. Willo Flood has signed up for a second year and
now we've got Warren Feeney.



Is he any good?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Mighty Mudhsuden - 08-07-2008 07:14
_____________________________________

brian potter wrote:

Joe Burnell is a steady enough but unspectacular player. Can play anywhere across the back (or at least he did under
Danny Wilson), right back was where he looked most comfortable. 



Crikey, really? I've watched him play for the last two years and he was an out-and-out sitting midfielder for the whole time.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 08-07-2008 07:55
_____________________________________

The Ameobi/Albion transfer saga might be back on. The excitement mounts. I hope you've noted the completely
overwhelming tone of sarcasm with which I delivered the last phrase.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Harri Saer - 08-07-2008 10:53
_____________________________________

Melbourne Arab wrote:

Dundee United will have 2 Cardiff players on loan for the new season. Willo Flood has signed up for a second year and
now we've got Warren Feeney.



Is he any good?



Decidedly not, at D2 level at least. He once scored one league goal in a calender year for Luton (and that came post-
Xmas) and he had played most of their games.



He has set a new benchmark for awful players at Cardiff and was instantly hated. A Luton director I know once told me
that simply getting him off their wage bill, let alone recieving a fee for him, was the best bit of transfer business in the
club's entire history.



He is , however, quite effective at D3 level. I suppose it depends if the majority of Dundee United's games would be
considered equivalent to England's second or third tier's quality?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 08-07-2008 11:26
_____________________________________
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Most of the SPL is roughly equivalent in standard to the middle reaches of the Championship.



It will be interesting to see how Feeney and Kyle Lafferty, neither of whom could score goals in the Championship, fare in
the SPL.



Steven Thompson was another guy who played for both Cardiff and Dundee United and spent most of his time
conspicuously not grabbing loads of goals.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 08-07-2008 11:30
_____________________________________

the crouchasaurus is moving to portsmouth for about £11 million. It makes you wonder what is Rafa's plan.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Furtho - 08-07-2008 11:34
_____________________________________

Kevin Phillips... looks to be on his way to Birmingham, sadly. Wish him well, though.



Whenever I see Kevin Phillips' name, I now think of this quote from The Guardian, which was also in WSC a few months
ago:



'Jonathan Greening feared the worst when Phillips appeared to have a high opinion of himself but admits such self-
confidence is now more then justified: "When he first came to the club he asked to be called super. To be honest we
thought he must be a bit of a knob-head but now we know why. He has been super."'



What a knob-head (Kevin Phillips, not Jonathan Greening).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 08-07-2008 12:09
_____________________________________

What a knob-head (Kevin Phillips, not Jonathan Greening).



Yeah, but he was effective and scored for fun, which - unless Birmingham turn out to be truly crap - he'll do again.
Besides, Phillips isn't alone in the knob-head department where footballers are concerned. His contribution stands out
even more when considering another of his former team-mates, one John Hartson, criminally showed the lack of
professionalism and desire that Philips had in spades - and Hartson was uninjured and two years Phillips's junior.



Knob-head or not, there's worse around.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 08-07-2008 13:27
_____________________________________

Hieronymus of Hesselink wrote:



Steven Thompson was another guy who played for both Cardiff and Dundee United and spent most of his time
conspicuously not grabbing loads of goals.



Like most people who watched him every week, I never rated Steven Thompson. It always bewildered me that he would
be described as "the next Duncan Ferguson" in the media and linked with a move to a bigger club. Even more ridiculous,
he got picked for Scotland. He scored just 18 goals in 133 league games.
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============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 08-07-2008 13:35
_____________________________________

Harri Saer wrote:

Melbourne Arab wrote:

Dundee United will have 2 Cardiff players on loan for the new season. Willo Flood has signed up for a second year and
now we've got Warren Feeney.



Is he any good?



Decidedly not, at D2 level at least. He once scored one league goal in a calender year for Luton (and that came post-
Xmas) and he had played most of their games.



He has set a new benchmark for awful players at Cardiff and was instantly hated. A Luton director I know once told me
that simply getting him off their wage bill, let alone recieving a fee for him, was the best bit of transfer business in the
club's entire history.



He is , however, quite effective at D3 level. I suppose it depends if the majority of Dundee United's games would be
considered equivalent to England's second or third tier's quality?



His goalscoring statistics certainly back up what you say.



According to Craig Levein, "he is a player I know very well, having seen him in opposition when I was at Leicester City
and then having him watched many times since. He will add pace, experience and, most importantly, a proven goal
scoring capability to the team...

several other clubs approached him over the weekend when news leaked out that he might be available."



Last season, we took Eric Odhiambo on loan from Leicester. Levein said "Eric is a player I know really well, having
signed him for Leicester when he was only 15. He’s very pacey, lightning quick and difficult to play against. He can play in
any position along the front line and will add to the options available there. He had a prolific season at Leicester last
season and this move gives him the opportunity to play first team football and to assist us until the end of this season.” 



Odhiambo was a miserable flop so I won't get too excited about Levein's gushing enthusiasm.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Harri Saer - 08-07-2008 16:15
_____________________________________

He will add pace, experience and, most importantly, a proven goal scoring capability to the team...





Oh, that is very funny, well it would be if Feeney wasn't so emblematic of our current manager's largely dismal record
with strikers. 



I always thought Levein had a clue as well.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Furtho - 08-07-2008 16:28
_____________________________________

I'm not arguing with Kevin Phillips' scoring record, Ian. It's just difficult to imagine anyone going into a dressing room for
the first time and saying to his new team-mates, "My name's Kev, but I'd like you to call me Super Kev," without them
thinking, well, you know.

============================================================================
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Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 08-07-2008 16:54
_____________________________________

Yes, even as a West Brom fan, when I saw that quote in WSC the other month I also thought what a knobhead.
Reminded me of Paul Ince's similar 'call me guv'nor' plea.



Whenever I see Kevin Phillips' name, I now think of .... well, you're obviously not a Monty Python fan otherwise you'd
think of this:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31FFTx6AKmU (round about 2:00).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 08-07-2008 17:07
_____________________________________

I'm not arguing with Kevin Phillips' scoring record, Ian. It's just difficult to imagine anyone going into a dressing room for
the first time and saying to his new team-mates, "My name's Kev, but I'd like you to call me Super Kev," without them
thinking, well, you know.



Yeah, I can see where you're coming from and I'm okay with that. If someone arrived on the scene where I work and
wanted to be known by some stupidly egotistical moniker, I'd feel the same, it's just that I can forgive Phillips his dumb
little boast for the simple fact that he backed up his hot air with no little effort and a sharpness that belies his 'veteran'
years.



Had he been a right donkey, I wouldn't feel so disposed to let that 'Super Kev' bit go.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by gt3 - 09-07-2008 11:07
_____________________________________

Villa web site reporting Steve Sidwell has joined subject to a medical.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Harri Saer - 09-07-2008 11:14
_____________________________________

We're rumoured to be signing Marcus Bent, I am strangely positive about the news.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Etienne - 09-07-2008 12:40
_____________________________________

Marcus Bent up front on his own is a useful player. In a 4-4-2, he's rubbish.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Gangster Octopus - 09-07-2008 12:53
_____________________________________

With Fowler alongside him, he will be up front on his own...

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
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Posted by Harri Saer - 09-07-2008 13:00
_____________________________________

I don't think Fowler will be played up front next season.



Should we re-sign him, he will be concentrating on the deep lying role in our replica shirt sales department he was so
successful at last season.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Mr Beast - 09-07-2008 13:03
_____________________________________

Fowler also seems to have a private contest with John Hartson over who has the fattest arse in Wales

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by And I am the Life - 09-07-2008 13:14
_____________________________________

man utd are apparently trying to replace quierroz with...... Pako Ayesteran

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Mr Beast - 09-07-2008 13:19
_____________________________________

QPR are 6/1 favourites for The Championship next year. I know they've got super rich owners but who have they signed?
Or is it the most insane bet of all time?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Nico Rijnders - 09-07-2008 13:41
_____________________________________

And I am the Life wrote:

man utd are apparently trying to replace quierroz with...... Pako Ayesteran



According to the ever reliable Tribal Football and Teamtalk. Pako is more fitness and conditioning than tactics, etc, no?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Harri Saer - 09-07-2008 13:47
_____________________________________

We are also rumoured to be signing Mark Kennedy, which prompted a genuine "He's still playing?!" response from me.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by repeater - 09-07-2008 19:45
_____________________________________

Things are coming along very nicely at Nene Park. 



Former loanee Curtis Osano has signed a 2-year deal following his release from Reading, and ex-Lincoln keeper Alan
Marriott has also signed, which would seem to be an excellent acquisition. 



Just a left-back and maybe another centre-half to come in, and we'll be sorted. 
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Oxford have made a couple of very good signings in James Constable and Lewis Haldane (albeit both on season-long
loans). I didn't see those two coming, boris.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 09-07-2008 20:19
_____________________________________

QPR are 6/1 favourites for The Championship next year. I know they've got super rich owners but who have they signed?
Or is it the most insane bet of all time?



We've signed some youngish Italians: Samuel Di Carmine (19) from Fiorentina, Emmanuel Ledesma (20) from Genoa,
Matteo Alberti (20) from Siena with possibly one or two more to follow. Other signings include Radek Cerny from Spurs
and Peter Ramage from Newcastle. When Blackpool's chairman stops throwing his toys out of the pram we'll almost
certainly sign Kaspars Gorkss. Ben Watson is strongly rumoured, how that'll work given Dowie's history with Palace is
questionable though. Six new players were brought in in February, so the club's personnel has changed dramatically in
the past six months. Most of us would like see an experienced striker, but otherwise it's decent looking bunch. Our record
last season, after the transfer deadline, was good enough to have given us a playoff place so there are reasons to be
confident. However automatic promotion is a stretch. I think most supporters will be pleased if we're in contention for a
play-off spot come April.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Cavalry Trouser Tips - 09-07-2008 21:10
_____________________________________

We're supposed to be signing Manchester United reserve player Tom Cleverley on loan.



Any more info, anyone?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 10-07-2008 00:14
_____________________________________

Kevin Phillips (Bong) has rejected a two year contract with West Brom, albeit one where the second year is based on
how many appearances he makes in the first year, and signed for Birmingham City. 



Not really bothered about him going as I think he'd have made an extremely limited impact next season, as he did 3
years ago for Villa. Just wish he'd have made his mind up sooner. We could have signed his replacement by now.
Although that's doubtful. Us promoted clubs have got to wait in line for the transfers to fall into place. We'll probably sign
a striker on transfer deadline day when the player realises they have no more options, as we did with Robbie Earnshaw.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ian.64 - 10-07-2008 07:30
_____________________________________

Not really bothered about him going as I think he'd have made an extremely limited impact next season, as he did 3
years ago for Villa. Just wish he'd have made his mind up sooner. We could have signed his replacement by now.
Although that's doubtful. Us promoted clubs have got to wait in line for the transfers to fall into place. We'll probably sign
a striker on transfer deadline day when the player realises they have no more options, as we did with Robbie Earnshaw. 



Which means we still haven't learned from our previous excursions in the Prem. I was ruminating on promotion and
wondering whether it was worth it, if all you can actually do is stay up for a season, grab the parachute payments and
prepare for a promotion bid to the Harrods League. Again. 



Once again: money. We don't want to spend like crazy because of the hazard of financial ruin, but, at the same time, you
have to shell out big-time to even get players of moderate ability or reasonable effectiveness. The eternal story where
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risk is something you can't take for fear of fucking up and not just being relegated, but plummeting a little further.



I understand both sides. Which is why Jeremy Peace's call for a buyer for the club - made in the close season, way to go,
Jezza - looks all the more desperate, like a tramp with a tin cup. Should QPR, say, get promoted this coming season,
then they'll have the financial backing to survive and thrive - the only thing that'll fuck them up is if the manager and
players are shit.



Am I saying that clubs in the Championship that get promoted to the Prem need to have a truckful of cash prior to
elevation (and I mean huge doshloads before they have even a sniff of an automatic place or a play-off position)? Yes.
Albion have gone up and already act as if they're in Poundstretchers. Not good. Unless a couple of signings are made
which soothe my troubled brow - not expensive ones, just solid acquisitions - I'm joining Jon in the Worry Boat. Which is
a bit rich of me since I earlier told him not to get so down. Sorry, Jon, I got the shakes, too.



It's all as obvious as the ground I walk on, yet there it is.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by robw - 10-07-2008 07:56
_____________________________________

repeater wrote:

ex-Lincoln keeper Alan Marriott has also signed, which would seem to be an excellent acquisition. 

quote]



Surprised noone wanted him in League Two, especially as Keith Alexander has a habit of buying his former players (I
see Paul Morgan has joined Macc). Marriott's an excellent shot stopper, but doesn't command his box as well as he
probably should. I think he turned a couple of offers down to stay near Bedford, his hometown.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Harri Saer - 10-07-2008 10:54
_____________________________________

Amor de Cosmos wrote:

QPR are 6/1 favourites for The Championship next year. I know they've got super rich owners but who have they signed?
Or is it the most insane bet of all time?



We've signed some youngish Italians: Samuel Di Carmine (19) from Fiorentina, Emmanuel Ledesma (20) from Genoa,
Matteo Alberti (20) from Siena with possibly one or two more to follow. Other signings include Radek Cerny from Spurs
and Peter Ramage from Newcastle. When Blackpool's chairman stops throwing his toys out of the pram we'll almost
certainly sign Kaspars Gorkss. Ben Watson is strongly rumoured, how that'll work given Dowie's history with Palace is
questionable though. Six new players were brought in in February, so the club's personnel has changed dramatically in
the past six months. Most of us would like see an experienced striker, but otherwise it's decent looking bunch. Our record
last season, after the transfer deadline, was good enough to have given us a playoff place so there are reasons to be
confident. However automatic promotion is a stretch. I think most supporters will be pleased if we're in contention for a
play-off spot come April.



I read that you were linked with Ched Evans, probably on a season-long loan. He would be an excellent signing and I
would be very jealous.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 10-07-2008 11:43
_____________________________________

ian.64 wrote:

the Harrods League



I like it.



Anyway, four weeks to the opening day of the season, and still Celtic have signed not a single new defender. In fact, they

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 00:09



have signed nobody at all, apart from that long-haired hippy freak from Derry City. Have they not learned their lesson
from last season's narrow squeak?



And still Bobo Balde remains on the books, sucking thirty thousand pounds out of the club with each passing week.



Go, in the name of God, go.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by boris - 10-07-2008 12:20
_____________________________________

repeater wrote:



Oxford have made a couple of very good signings in James Constable and Lewis Haldane (albeit both on season-long
loans). I didn't see those two coming, boris.



Me neither! We've also just signed Jamie Guy from Colchester on another season-long loan. Sounds a bit of a headcase
by all accounts (just lost his licence for drink driving and driving without insurance), but as long as he scores lots and lots
of goals I don't care too much. Apparently there are still a couple of "big" signings still to come, which is nice for keeping
up the optimism levels (at least until 9.30 or so on 8 August).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by The Purple Cow - 10-07-2008 14:15
_____________________________________

Rafael van der Vaart has signed for Real Madrid for four years. €12 million.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 10-07-2008 14:57
_____________________________________

http://www.fc-utd.co.uk/images/rocawilson.jpg



“From training and chatting with the rest of the lads you can say that we’re not here to make the numbers up in the league
next season. We’re aiming for the play-offs if not even higher.” It’s clear from the off that FC United new boy Kyle Wilson
(red shirt) means business.



And his fellow summer recruit Carlos Roca (blue shirt) is just as determined: “I’m ambitious and I know the rest of the
squad are; we want to be challenging. There’s a lot of momentum at the club, they’ve had three previous promotions so
they’re doing something right.”



Both players have commented how easy it’s been to fit into the squad and how excited they are about being part of FC
United. Carlos, who was released by Blue Square Premier side Altrincham at the end of last season, explained why he
turned down offers from other clubs.



He said: “There are quite a few reasons but one of the main one is Karl Marginson. I spoke to him a few times over last
season about joining, he makes you feel wanted. It didn’t work out at the time but it has now.”



After an unsettled and sometimes frustrating season at Northwich Victoria, Stalybridge Celtic as well as The Robins, the
23-year-old attacking midfielder seems eager to find a club he can call his own.



He added: “If everything that Karl has been saying is true - about the club, the support and the way they play - then it’s
definitely the club for me. It’s really important for me to be enjoying playing football again. When considering my offers the
money wasn’t important, it was about finding a good club that I’ll be happy at and one I can get back to my best at.”



And Carlos at his best is an exciting prospect if his footballing CV is anything to go by. ‘Rocky’, as he’s known, started out
at Manchester City aged nine, before moving on to Bolton Wanderers when he was 14-years-old and then Oldham
Athletic when he was 16.


Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 3 December, 2008, 00:09





The only downside is that upbringing has made him a City fan, although when questioned about it he protests, like most
footballers, that his priorities are playing rather than supporting. Somewhat surprisingly, Birkenhead born Kyle doesn’t
support one of Manchester United’s rivals.



He explains: “I’m a Man United fan, my dad used to be a season ticket holder for years, and that’s one of the reasons why
I wanted to join FC. I took a lot of stick for it when I was growing up but it’s been worth it.”



Having played against FC United twice last season for Skelmersdale United, 22-year-old Kyle has a good idea of what
the club is all about. “The fans are really passionate; they must be if they’re prepared to stop watching Manchester United
to watch non-league football instead.”



Like Carlos, Kyle has a good footballing pedigree having come through the youth ranks at Crewe Alexandra whilst being
capped 15 times for England under-19s alongside Scott Carson, Anton Ferdinand and Lee Croft.



Both players admit that Margy and his backroom have been working them ‘very hard’ in training but they’re now raring to
make their debuts and get playing again. Carlos added: “I think FC United is brilliant for non-league football, it’s proper
football and there’s a real buzz around the whole club. I want to be part of that buzz.”

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 10-07-2008 14:58
_____________________________________

Do footballers have CVs?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by EIM - 10-07-2008 14:59
_____________________________________

Apparently so. Bombanero mentioned he'd seen some the other day on here.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 10-07-2008 15:00
_____________________________________

Increasingly, many of them do.   Especially players looking to move abroad.  Though they tend to be more lists of bullet
points than actual CVs.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 10-07-2008 15:06
_____________________________________

I read that you were linked with Ched Evans, probably on a season-long loan. He would be an excellent signing and I
would be very jealous.



Yes, like Watson the impression has been it's just a matter of dotting 'i's and crossing 't's. However they after several
weeks they remain undotted and uncrossed.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Mitch - 10-07-2008 15:17
_____________________________________

Kyle Wilson was really rated when he was at Crewe EIM. I think it was only injuries that kept him out of our team.
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============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Big Daves Gussett - 10-07-2008 15:26
_____________________________________

Swindon have given a trial to a chap on the strength of a YouTube video. He's gone on our pre-season tour to Austria
(where bizarrely we are playing Steaua Bucharest and Fenerbahce). The last half of the video might be packed with 35
yard piledrivers and breathtaking artistry, but I've been unable to watch it that far.



Prepare to be dazzled! 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6sWKP8bWEk

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Crusoe - 10-07-2008 15:28
_____________________________________

Oldham's signings so far:



Greg Fleming (keeper, Gretna)

Kieran Lee (midfielder, Manchester United)

Dale Stephens (midfielder, Bury)

Danny Whitaker (midfielder, Port Vale)

Chris O'Grady (striker, Rotherham)

David Williams (striker, Manchester United)



Not a bad summer's shopping. Still need one or two more (a left back and a left winger) but since two of our sponsors
went into administration this week they may not happen.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by HORN - 10-07-2008 15:50
_____________________________________

Oxford are apparently trialing Guy Ipoua, a 32 yearold Cameroonian striker in the Julian Alsop mould who has just
emerged from a trial at Newport.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 10-07-2008 15:57
_____________________________________

Van der Vaart's agent is denying that he's signed for Real Madrid.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by The Purple Cow - 10-07-2008 17:08
_____________________________________

Yep, but Voetbal International is standing by it's story, though the fee now appears to be €20 million for five years.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 10-07-2008 17:24
_____________________________________
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20 million was the figure Marca were going with this morning.  But that's just his contract, isn't it?



Do they have a deal with HSV?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by boris - 10-07-2008 19:31
_____________________________________

HORN wrote:

Oxford are apparently trialing Guy Ipoua, a 32 yearold Cameroonian striker in the Julian Alsop mould who has just
emerged from a trial at Newport.



Really? News to me. The triallists we have that I do know about are:

Ben Hinchcliffe (GK - Derby)

Aaron Plummer (GK - Bury)

Gary Silk (RB - Notts County)

Rob Davies (MF - West Brom and some odd Spanish outfit)

Reuben Reid (MF - Plymouth)

Dean Oliver (FW - Sheff U)

Michael Gash (FW - Camb City)



Ipoua might be a good signing at Conf level. I remember him scoring against us regularly for Scunthorpe and Gillingham.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tony C - 10-07-2008 23:49
_____________________________________

Haven't you signed Jamie Guy from Colchester, too, Boris?



He'll go well in the BSP.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by HORN - 11-07-2008 07:16
_____________________________________

boris wrote:

HORN wrote:

Oxford are apparently trialing Guy Ipoua



Really? News to me. 



It's all lies, I'm afraid, boris.  Gash's trial at Oxford got mentioned on a MB thread about Ipoua.  My imagination did the
rest.  



Sorry.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Pretend Best Friend - 11-07-2008 07:35
_____________________________________

Robbie Fowler signs for Blackburn



Good fucking riddance



http://tinyurl.com/fuckofffowler
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============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Bombanersson - 11-07-2008 08:25
_____________________________________

This guy got transfers to KPV and Ljungskile SK off the back of his youtube videos:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Kpi1hSmnPg



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4ar25MT-WA

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Tony C - 11-07-2008 08:42
_____________________________________

I always consider a new manager's first signing to be a pivotal display of his ethos, a clear sign to the fans of what he
stands for and how he'll go about his business.



Paul Ince has made a shocking opening gambit there. What on earth are Blackburn fans supposed to take from that?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by boris - 11-07-2008 13:22
_____________________________________

That's good to hear, HORN. Ipoua certainly wouldn't seem to fit in with Darren Patterson's apparent transfer policy of
bringing in young, hungry players from lower-league clubs, and I'd be a bit worried about signing someone who'd not
impressed Newport County.



However, we are just about to sign QPR reserve goalie Luke Cole on a 3-month loan. What's the SP, QPR fans?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 11-07-2008 13:53
_____________________________________

He could do OK, maybe even better than that. He's another of our youngsters that's never really had a chance — In
desperate times you don't throw a rookie between the sticks I guess. He was highly rated  coming up but needs regular
playing experience badly otherwise the game will pass him by.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Mr Beast - 11-07-2008 15:10
_____________________________________

Bombanersson wrote:

This guy got transfers to KPV and Ljungskile SK off the back of his youtube videos:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Kpi1hSmnPg



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4ar25MT-WA



Never mind the keeper what about the idiot who kept kicking corners off?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
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Posted by wagg - 11-07-2008 19:01
_____________________________________

HORN wrote:

boris wrote:

HORN wrote:

Oxford are apparently trialing Guy Ipoua



Really? News to me. 



It's all lies, I'm afraid, boris.  Gash's trial at Oxford got mentioned on a MB thread about Ipoua.  My imagination did the
rest.  



Sorry.



Ipoua was wank when he was at FGR, he's past it.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by jefe - 11-07-2008 21:11
_____________________________________

Brad Guzan to Aston Villa

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Inca - 11-07-2008 22:10
_____________________________________

My strongest memories of Guzan is him cracking from the Riot Squad heckling and letting in 5 against the Galaxy in an
Open Cup game from his rookie season (the Chivas backline was terrible their first season, but still) and getting beaten
by Ronnie O'Brien from about 45 yards away.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hot Orange - 12-07-2008 08:51
_____________________________________

From the Guzan link: "He's leaving for Europe, to England specifically, and we're very happy and very glad that another
Chivas player is going to Europe. We're going to replace him with a very talented goalkeeper from Saprissa in Costa
Rica; a very young one but very talented,"



Do Chivas always announce their transfer dealings in this guessing-game style? I like it. We should have more of it.



For example, Risdale should have said "One of our has-been, overpaid strikers is leaving. He's going to one of those
perenially middle-ranking Premier League clubs. You know, the one managed by one of his mates."

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by dogbeak - 12-07-2008 09:24
_____________________________________

Newcastle sign Danny Guthrie, and I have practically exploded into a puddle of quivering excitement at the news.  Big
wow.



I still don't know if this Gutíerrez is any good either.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
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Posted by Jon - 12-07-2008 10:46
_____________________________________

QPR are apparently close to signing Michel Salgado. Which, QPR fans, I confidently predict will be a Good Thing for your
club.



Here are some tantalising details, translated from as.com, of the transfer dealing, which took place in a restaurant in Vigo.



"QPR's owners were the first to arrive at the restaurant, while Salgado arrived half an hour later. They ate seafood.
Salgado then took them back to the airport at half past four in the afternoon."

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 12-07-2008 14:33
_____________________________________

Hmm. I dunno. Based on the Italian Boys' previous purchases it would be out of character. They haven't spent over $1
million on anyone yet, also, Cerny aside, everyone brought in has been under thirty. Finally, right back isn't a particular
weakness at the mo. Briatore's definitely on air kissing terms with Real Madrid's management, and there have been
discussions about bringing some of their youth players on loan so it's not totally preposterous. But, like the Figo rumour,
I'll believe it when I see it.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 12-07-2008 14:51
_____________________________________

Would you know we're riding on the Marek Cech Express?



Slovakian right back for Porto, apparently in talks with West Brom. Thoughts, anyone?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 12-07-2008 15:09
_____________________________________

Scored a beautiful goal against Ireland in Bratislava last autumn. Didn't look much cop for Porto at Anfield. Er . . . that's it.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jon - 12-07-2008 16:00
_____________________________________

Thanks, H. Looks like he had a good couple of seasons at Porto but is now surplus to requirement. 



I'd be happy if he signed for us, dependent on the price obviously, however a new left back is not our highest of priorities
at the moment.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-07-2008 12:51
_____________________________________

Celtic are being linked with some Serbian centre-back from Le Mans who I've never heard of.



The asking price is a prohibitive £7.5m, which would make him our all-time record signing by a margin of a million and a
half pounds. For that kind of money I'd want the next Nemanja Vidic.



Samaras is about to sign for £2 million. He scored a handful of important goals during the run-in last season, but in
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general didn't really look the part. He's not half as good as McDonald or JVOH and his first touch is a disaster.



Meanwhile John Kennedy has joined Motherwell on loan to get some first-team football. It's tragic how badly things are
panning out for him after that bastard Ganea destroyed his career.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by toro toro - 13-07-2008 16:23
_____________________________________

Time to polish the "Lee Harvey Oswald of the Carpathians" gag again, is it?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by ursus arctos - 13-07-2008 16:38
_____________________________________

Hieronymus, it must be Marko Basa, who is a decent Ligue 1 defender and a good header of the ball, but isn't worth
anywhere near that in euros, let alone sterling.



I'm not even sure that he has any full caps (he is from Montenegro, but I don't think he's played for them yet).

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Hieronymus of Hesselink - 13-07-2008 19:02
_____________________________________

Maybe he will be the next Joos Valgaeren, though with our luck it's probably more likely that he will be the new Stanislav
Varga.



The annoying thing is that Gary Caldwell, whose free jazz approach to central defending has given me about ninety-six
heart attacks in the past two years, finally began playing really well in the final few months of 07/08, and as such he has
a reasonable case to be considered a first-choice selection. But the memories of his serial incompetence run very deep,
and you really wouldn't want to be depending on him to remain awake for an entire season.



Some of the names being linked with the club over the weekend wouldn't exactly have you rushing out to the off-licence
to buy champagne: Christophe Berra, Jerko Leko, Derek Geary, Celestine Babayaro (dear god), Nuno Valente,
Boulahrouz, Atouba . . .



Gabriel Tamas of Romania would be a bit more like it. But he is reported to want £32,000 a week, and apparently he's a
bit of a headcase too, though he did have a pretty good Euro 2008. 



The Samaras deal is apparently £1.6 million with £400,000 worth of possible add-ons, which is slightly more palatable.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by jamzinho - 13-07-2008 19:35
_____________________________________

Coventry have finally signed Freddy Eastwood from Wolves in the on-off transfer saga of the summer! There was much
haggling with Wolves over his signing on fee, which I believe he has now waived. Despite only scoring four times, I'm
pretty pleased with his signing.



The headline on the back of the Coventry Telegraph on Saturday was "Dream Team", Eastwood's deal confirmed, and
speculation that the club are chasing Clinton Morrison. I seriously doubt he would leave Palace for us, especially if QPR
are in for him.



The Eastwood signing takes us to four for the summer. Goalkeeper Keiren Westwood from Carlisle, Guillaume Beuzelin,
a French midfielder from Hibs, and a young Icelandic midfielder named Gunnarson from AZ Alkmaar.
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Right back is a weakness in the squad which hasn't been addressed yet. David McNamee is out of contract, and is
battling for a new one but his fitness record is dire.



Kevin Kyle is still on the books, and the club are keen to let him go, along with Trindad and Tobago's own Chris Birchall.
At this point in time there are no takers for either.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by boris - 13-07-2008 20:08
_____________________________________

Jamzinho - we've been tentatively linked with Robbie Simpson - do you think there's any mileage in this, or is it all a load
of spurious internet bollocks?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Fatter Hipper - 13-07-2008 20:22
_____________________________________

The Eastwood v McCarthy issue really coloured last season at Wolves for me (and many others), so I'm delighted he's
finally gone. He never really looked the part to be honest but might thrive given better luck somewhere else. He was dim
off the pitch and suffered from the law of diminishing returns on it (the more long shots he had in an effort to prove he
was useful the less useful he looked). He spent the whole season trying to re-enact that goal he scored for Wales against
Bulgaria.



We look to be spending his fee on Iwelumo. That's got many apoplectic but I reckon Iwelumo's the kind of pragmatic
signing we need right now. Someone's who's been about a bit and knows where the goal is. Steve Howard was good
enough to get Derby promoted, so you don't need much in this league. Ebanks-Blake, Keogh, Iwelumo and Vokes- is a
pretty good strike force if you ask me- and there's no guarantee Stephen Elliot will leave either.



Any Scottish followers know much of Christophe Berra? He's 'about to sign' for us for the umpteenth time.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Etienne - 13-07-2008 21:48
_____________________________________

Like deja vu all over again, huh, FH?

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Amor de Cosmos - 13-07-2008 21:58
_____________________________________

Jam: What's your impression of Jay Tabb? There's a rumour connecting us with him. Probably nothing to it except the
Dowie and Rowlands (Brentford) connections but you never know...

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by Jimmy Bignutz - 13-07-2008 22:23
_____________________________________

Exeter City have signed Marcus Stewart.

============================================================================

Re:Always next season - the summer transfer thread
Posted by repeater - 13-07-2008 22:24
_____________________________________
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