
AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 26-03-2008 11:35
_____________________________________

One week into the season, with the thread going so well, they take it away from us!



Anyway, good opportunity to grab some early attention for the new one!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 27-03-2008 04:32
_____________________________________

What a pain to have to start it all again!



With the old forum consigned to oblivion, we won't be able to hold your pre-season predictions against you, MA...!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 30-03-2008 00:59
_____________________________________

Round 2

St Kilda 125 Carlton 85

Crowd 43,396



St Kilda’s 10th win in a row against Carlton.



Carlton’s 23rd game in a row conceding at least 100 points.



The first quarter gave no indication of what was to come.  Carlton kicked the first 4 goals of the game, 3 from free kicks, 2
of them unbelievably soft. In fact, of Carlton’s 4 goals 4 behinds in that first quarter, 3 goals 2 behinds were from frees.
While the umpires were all but putting the ball through the posts at one end, St Kilda started with a woeful 5 consecutive
behinds. As quarter time approached, the scoreboard read St Kilda 5 Carlton 28 – even typing it now, it looks ridiculous.
St Kilda managed 2 goalless quarters against Sydney last week but to go goalless against Carlton would have made us
the laughing stock of the AFL. Fortunately, 2 late goals saved the humiliation although it still left us 11 points down at the
first break.



From that point on, the game went as expected. A 6 goal to 2 second quarter and a 4 goal to none third ended the game.
The lead blew out to nearly 10 goals in the final term but Carlton finished by kicking 3 goals in the final 2 minutes.



Despite the easy win, I’m not impressed. I had St Kilda pencilled in for 3 wins in the first 3 games (it’s Geelong in Round
4) but we could have serious problems against the Western Bulldogs (who we normally beat) on Friday playing like this.
This result did not say that St Kilda are a good team – it said Carlton are shite.  Anyone who saw Chris Judd up until half
way through last season knows that he was the best player in the AFL by a mile. Since then, things have gone badly
wrong. I don’t know how long he needs to recover from his operation in the close season but, right now, he is an ordinary
player playing in a shocking team. The only good sign for Carlton was that the number 1 draft picks of 2005 and 2006,
Marc Murphy and Bryce Gibbs, were their 2 best players. 



St Kilda yet again looked too slow. I really worry about how we will fare against the slick, fast moving, handballing teams
like Geelong and Hawthorn. It looked like the Land of the Giants at Telstra Dome tonight – 17 of St Kilda’s 22 players were
over 6 foot tall. When the ball’s at ground level, some of these blokes take several minutes to bend down and pick it up by
which time some fast midget has already scooped it up and got it down the other end.



Moaning after a 40 point win – just wait till we lose.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jefe - 31-03-2008 01:41
_____________________________________

Setanta is randomly free this weekend on US Satellite so I watched Geelong-Essendon. Holy God were Essendon bad.
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============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 31-03-2008 03:37
_____________________________________

The statisticians tell us that Essendon made 60 errors yesterday while Geelong amassed 462 possessions, the second
highest total ever recorded in the AFL.



Geelong play Melbourne next week who've lost their first 2 games by margins of 104 and 95. The bookies have made
Melbourne the longest priced outsiders in AFL history at $10; Geelong are $1.03.



Chris Connolly, Melbourne's Director of Football, said yesterday "we could have Jesus Christ playing at centre half
forward and he'd be held goalless the way we're playing."

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 31-03-2008 04:27
_____________________________________

Speaking of the umpiring... looks like we are in for a treat this season...



With players not allowed to speak to an umpire without copping a 50 metre penalty. Is that a bit draconian, or what?
What next, a 100 metre penalty for a sarcastic smirk? It would be amusing if they tried to institute those sort of measures
in soccer for communicating with a referee!



Seems like the AFL are hellbent on removing as much physical contact from the game as possible: now ruckmen aren't
allowed to touch each other throughout a ruck contest.... and defenders hardly dare to lay a hand on a forward when they
are standing them. Demetriou wants "his" game to look like basketball... as AFL comes to look more and more like a
made for TV game and less and less like grassroots Aussie Rules.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 01-04-2008 01:36
_____________________________________

As AFL CEO, Andrew Demetriou has overseen an era of incredible success – record levels of participation, record
attendances, record memberships and the most lucrative tv contract in Australian sport. Despite that, he is universally
loathed. The sight of Demetriou, a former North Melbourne player, trying to kill off his former club, which has been
around for 138 years, by making it the latest rugby state franchise turned many a stomach.



He's turning the game "soft" and making it impossible for defenders to defend for 2 reasons:



1. To allay the fears of "soccer moms" that their kids will get heads and limbs smashed if they play Aussie Rules.



2. The advertisers want goals, goals and more goals. Foxtel show each quarter uninterrupted but Channels 7 and 10
show a commercial after every goal. The last thing they want is a 12 goal slugfest between St Kilda and Sydney – give
them a 40 goal shootout every time. Anyway, who cares about defenders – all the kids want to be Nick Riewoldt not Max
Hudghton

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 01-04-2008 02:42
_____________________________________

Patrick Smith, in this morning's "Australian", is suggesting that Nick Riewoldt should play at centre half back..... because
he is clogging up the St Kilda forward line!

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 01-04-2008 10:21
_____________________________________

I've just read the Patrick Smith article and taken great offence at this line:



"when he (Fraser Gehrig) retired he had kicked 540 goals and was something of a cult figure with the easily pleased St
Kilda fans."



I'm easily pleased by anyone who wins 2 successive Coleman Medals and was the last player to kick 100 in one season.



Incidentally, the Patrick Smith entry in Wikipedia is slightly inaccurate. I wonder if those not familiar with him can spot
what's wrong:



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Smith_%28journalist%29

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 02-04-2008 03:48
_____________________________________

Ha, ha... did you alter that wikipedia entry, MA?



On the topic of Victorian footy journalists.... Caroline Wilson is another real gem, isn't she? She has all the personality of
a lump of concrete, and looks like she is about to bite the heads off anyone who has the nerve to speak to her. When
Ange Postecoglou comes on "The Offsiders" to present his five minute soccer segment, Caroline actually looks like she
is hissing and spitting at him. She seems to believe that Aussie Rules is "the world's greatest game..."

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 02-04-2008 05:12
_____________________________________

She's the Margaret Thatcher of sports journalism. Actually, I think Caro's softened a bit since she had her braces
removed. I couldn't believe the way she flirted with Sam Newman in the North Melbourne changing rooms on last week's
Footy Show.

	

As Sam said afterwards, he's thinking of making a change to that notorious house of his.



http://www.skhs.org.au/SKHSbuildings/images/Image083A-72-121.jpg

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 05-04-2008 05:59
_____________________________________

Round 3



Western Bulldogs 125 St Kilda 87



Crowd 38,677



I’ve been expecting this for a few seasons now. Every time we play the Bulldogs, I think their pace is going to be too
much for us but, for the last 4 years, St Kilda’s physicality and height has won. Except, that is, in the game late last
season when St Kilda threw away a 4 goal lead in the final quarter to finish with a draw. If that was a sign that the trend
in this fixture was changing, it certainly wasn’t evident in last night’s opening quarter. St Kilda ran riot with 7 goals to 1 and
a quarter time lead of 45-8.



It wasn’t the fact that the Bulldogs managed to turn that deficit around that was astonishing, it was the suddenness with
which everything changed. During the first quarter, the Bulldogs did not take a single mark inside 50. Within 20 seconds
of the restart, they’d done that and kicked a goal. From that point on, this was a completely different match. St Kilda still
led by 18 at half time but the lead changed hands early in the second half and the game was over.
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The change in tactics by the Bulldogs was pretty simple – they dropped numbers back into defence and double and even
triple manned on the three big forwards.  Patrick Smith would have been delighted to see how cluttered it was in the St
Kilda forward line. It became practically impossible for the big men to take a mark and, through sheer strength of
numbers, loose balls ended up in Bulldog hands. They then used their pace to race away from the lumbering giants,
sped through midfield knowing that the plodders St Kilda have there would never be able to catch them to lay a tackle,
and then kicked accurately into the forward line. There’s not a lot of height in their forward line but, like the rest of the
team they’re nimble and, as mentioned above in this thread, any contact leads to a free kick. 4 of the Bulldog goals in the
second quarter came from frees.



So what did St Kilda do to counter this change of game plan? Nothing. The final three quarters were an embarrassment.
St Kilda should have cleared out the forward 50, isolating Gehrig and Koschitzke with their markers, and congested the
midfield to strangle the opposition runners. That’s what Sydney would have done. Perhaps Ross Lyon is fed up with the
Sydney Mark II tag – or maybe he’s not as smart as we think.



Next week we play Geelong, a truly terrifying prospect.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 07-04-2008 04:55
_____________________________________

Who thinks Ross Lyon is smart, MA?... Most non-St Kilda fans can't even remember his name!



The "showdown" in Adelaide was a real old fashioned blood and thunder match, with players (mainly Crows) going down
at regular intervals with serious injuries. Even the Crows' assistant trainer was flattened at one stage. The Crows
managed to win by six points.



Channel 7 showed some footage from the 1980 Grand Final yesterday- which I thought graphically illustrated the
different body shapes, and playing styles, between then and now. The 1980 players were nearly all bigger and heavier
than their modern counterparts, who look quicker, more athletic and more versatile. The 1980 player only knew how to go
in one direction- forwards. He always kicked much longer, and didn't care if he did "kick to a contest"- unlike the modern
player. There wasn't much chipping around with little short passes in 1980, and less handball. The whole rhythm of the
game was different. The game was not as "technically" good in 1980, but it was probably more entertaining to watch.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 07-04-2008 05:42
_____________________________________

I thought yesterday's SA derby (sorry, "showdown" ) was a brilliant game. There was a lot of talk during the week abour
Port being "soft" after their feeble capitulation to Sydney last week and it did seem as though there was a determined
effort to flatten every Adelaide player (and trainer!). 



What did surprise me was the atmosphere given that Crows fans have a reputation for being a bit quiet. The noise was
tremendous and almost constant throughout the game.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Nogoalsnoglory - 07-04-2008 06:22
_____________________________________

The Dockers, being the Dockers, downed the Eagles with a solid performance at Subi.



The Eagles really missed Judd for the first time (the fit Judd, not the 60 per cent fit Judd who plays the game nowadays).
An underperforming forward line has always been the Eagles' weak spot and the absence of a two or three goal
contributor from the centre really hurt.



The Dockers would do well not to get carried away. The game was error strewn and if Pavlich gets injured the Freo boys
are stuffed.



West Coast go to Sydney next week and could be 1 and 4, which will bugger their season right up.
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Still, barring injuries or a smallpox epidemic, Geelong are going to win the flag by a country mile, so no harm done.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 07-04-2008 06:35
_____________________________________

I was wondering where you were UE - the name change had me fooled!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Nogoalsnoglory - 07-04-2008 07:05
_____________________________________

New era, innit. I feel kinda warm that someone wondered.



Caro took a bit of a roasting from John Worsfold the other week on whether she'd quit if a sub-editor changed her story
or put on a misleading headline. She was most indignant at being challenged.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 10-04-2008 20:01
_____________________________________

The showdown was a fantastic game, and what I saw of the Western Derby was very enjoyable too.



Just read an article on the ABC about the Gold Coast expansion team. Could be looking to introduce them for the 2011
season.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 11-04-2008 01:22
_____________________________________

The new Gold Coast team (to be coached by Michael Voss?) will be playing in the QAFL in 2009 and will take part in this
year's national draft although on what basis is unclear. Melbourne, Richmond and Cartlton aren't going to be impressed if
the number 1 draft pick heads north. A couple of weeks ago, the AFL registered the name Western Sydney Football
Club. 



It's not been decided yet how the new clubs will acquire a playing list. One suggestion is that they will be allowed to pick
an uncontracted player from each club at the end of 2010. By coincidence, the most famous Gold Coaster in the AFL, St
Kilda captain Nick Riewoldt, is out of contract at that time. Of course, clubs in this situation could extend contracts to
2011 to get round this. Another option is to get each of the 16 clubs to draw up a list of "untouchables" and allow the new
teams to select players from the remainder of the lists. The drawback here is that the new teams would be comprised
entirely of second tier players.



There is another possibility, though, and some journalists (those who like to attribute comments to "AFL insiders" )
believe this is what the AFL really wants to happen. Basically, it all hinges on North Melbourne. The AFL will withdraw
their financial support at the end of 2009 and leave North to stand on their own two feet. Last week, North reached
30,000 members for the first time ever, a huge increase on last year. However, there are many who think this is
unsustainable. A lot of these memberships are one-offs sold at a time of crisis to Keep North South, as the campaign
slogan said. Many memberships have been bought by supporters of other clubs hoping to avoid yet another old, historic
club turning into an interstate franchise. North's most famous fan, Ricky Ponting, even got most of the Australian cricket
team on board. The AFL believe (hope?) North will go bust and they will then merge with the Gold Coast QAFL team as
Fitzroy merged with the Brisbane Bears. This means that the Gold Coast will acquire a ready made list of players and
also a Melbourne supporter base to see them through the difficult early years.



 It also means that Western Sydney would have to be a relocation because we won't have a 17 team competition. While
the Western Bulldogs are the obvious candidates for a move, "AFL insiders" are reluctant to leave Melbourne's west
Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 30 August, 2008, 02:39



without a team. The unthinkable is being thought – the Western Sydney Demons! Melbourne FC are in huge trouble with
no obvious potential to grow their small supporter base. The Bulldogs are impressing the AFL with their community work
and, in particular, their attempts to tap into the growing African population in Melbourne's west. I noticed that when the St
Kilda and Western Bulldogs kids played at half time last week, there were several very tall Africans in the Bulldogs team.
The Paris end of Collins Street is not an obvious recruitment area for Melbourne.



I hope North Melbourne survive but this is a club that, even during it's Premiership winning years, was never able to
attract big crowds.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 11-04-2008 22:35
_____________________________________

Fantastic stuff MA. I find the whole expansion/franchise thing fascinating.



I read a lot about Fitzroy, which I found to be a very sad story. Its interesting that the AFL is plotting to pick off its weaker
clubs and move them around. 



Like you say, Melbourne are in a terrible state at the moment. They must be primed for a move but it would be a big step
to move the oldest club in Football out of its home city!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Mickey Nuttells Hair - 12-04-2008 10:05
_____________________________________

Quick question fellas, does anyone know who is showing the AFL in the UK?  I've got Sky but nothing, someone must
have it!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Tubby Isaacs - 12-04-2008 10:22
_____________________________________

No idea but nice to see another Cheltenham man here.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by mike toreno - 12-04-2008 10:37
_____________________________________

Setanta show it, Mickey.  The live stuff is mostly on Setanta Sports 2 but they do have full game reruns on 1 during the
week.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Mickey Nuttells Hair - 12-04-2008 12:44
_____________________________________

Magic, thanks Mike.



Tubby - Sorry mate a lot further down than that!  Boston United, currently clogging along in the tinpot north just under the
conference.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 30 August, 2008, 02:39



Posted by Melbourne Arab - 12-04-2008 15:28
_____________________________________

Round 4



St Kilda 94 Geelong 136



Crowd 44,368



Has any other football league given in to television as much as the AFL?



Every one of the 8 games is live or near live (some fixtures can’t be shown against the gate so are shown in their entirety
with a delayed start). This is a typical weekend:



Friday night – 1 game, usually at Telstra Dome. This is the prestige game of the round almost always attracting the
highest ratings. Collingwood and Essendon always feature heavily on Friday nights as have St Kilda in recent years.



Saturday afternoon – 2 games, 1 almost always at the MCG. Supporter surveys always confirm the traditional time slot is
the favourite with fans but it’s usually allocated to struggling teams or those with a low supporter base.



Saturday night – 2 games, 1 live on free to air, 1 live on Foxtel. The latter is often a game in the rugby states. The former
is the second most prestigious time slot although it usually rates below Friday because of the competing game on pay tv.



Sunday afternoon – 2 games. Again, a popular time slot in the rugby states plus all of Hawthorn’s Tasmanian games.



Sunday twilight – 1 game. Foxtel’s highest rated slot. Often features a game in Perth with a visiting Melbourne team.



The point of this preamble is twofold. First, to express my surprise that St Kilda v Geelong should be scheduled on a
Saturday afternoon. St Kilda’s rare home games at this time are usually against “unattractive” opposition like North
Melbourne, Port Adelaide or Fremantle. Second, to express my despair that this will be the only time in 2008 that I will
see St Kilda on a Saturday afternoon, easily my favourite game time. A lifetime of watching Scottish football, where there
is no such thing as a Friday night or Saturday night game, left me ill-prepared for these times being when I would see the
bulk of my football (whether A League or AFL) from now on. I’ll have to wait for St Kilda to be as shit as Carlton if I want
afternoon games. 



Anyway, onto the game.  Let me mention a few statistics:



The expanded scoreline: St Kilda 13.16.94 Geelong 21.10.136. 29 scoring shots to 31 and both Stephen Milne and Nick
Riewoldt managed to send relatively straightforward set shots out on the full for no score.



Inside 50s – St Kilda 55 Geelong 55.



Clearances – St Kilda 39 Geelong 23. This one is particularly interesting because the general concensus is that we
collapsed against the Bulldogs last week because we got smashed in the clearances after quarter time. Clearly, that
deficiency was rectified yesterday.



So why did we lose by 42 points? Because our goalkicking was awful and because when we had the ball we miskicked it,
we handballed to the opposition (or delivered hospital handballs to teammates) and, in general, fumbled and panicked
under intense Geelong pressure. Geelong, on the other hand, were superb goalkickers and we were precise with their
kicking and handballing.



What do the St Kilda players do at training all week? There’s certainly no evidence that they’re kicking for goal.



I knew we would win the first quarter. There has been a barrage of negative talk in the media about St Kilda this week
after the pathetic performance in Round 3. The players were always going to be fired up at the start – they’d talked all
week about how delighted they were to playing the benchmark team. Sure enough, we led 31-24 at quarter time.
Geelong kicked 4 straight goals; St Kilda 4 goals, 7 behinds! Geelong were 16 points ahead at half time but, when we
reduced the deficit to 57-66 early in the third term, there was a brief moment of hope. Then Geelong kicked 6 straight
goals and the game petered out in fairly tame fashion.

There are big question marks now about 3 of St Kilda’s best known players. Driving back from the game, talkback radio
was in meltdown as apopleptic Sainters deluged the radio stations:



Nick “Pretty Boy” Dal Santo. Sublimely talented but doesn’t like getting his shorts dirty or his hair out of place. Seems to be
more interested in appearing topless in magazines than in doing anything on the field.
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Robert Harvey – will be 37 this year. Sadly, there are signs that the great man may have extended his career one season
too many.



Fraser Gehrig – now I’m a huge fan of the big unit but his decision to reverse his retirement is not looking too clever. He
kicked 2 goals today but overall was abysmal. His direct opponent, Matthew Scarlett, was Geelong’s best player able to
run off Fraser at will and set up Geelong’s counterattacks.



On Friday night we play Essendon who appear to have filled their midfield with all the competitors from the Olympic
100m final. Another nervous night ahead.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 12-04-2008 15:39
_____________________________________

The most loathsome, despicable, lowlife, scumbag in Australian sport is in big trouble (I hope).



In 2005, Sydney won a tainted Premiership after Barry Hall was allowed to play in the Grand Final against West Coast
despite punching St Kilda defender Matt Maguire in the guts in the Preliminary Final before kicking a goal. Had Hall
played for anyone other than the AFL's lovechild, he would have missed the final.



Against West Coast last night, Hall did this:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzN4Ly_yd9w

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 13-04-2008 00:21
_____________________________________

I really thought St Kilda might have done something against Geelong, as the Cats did not look as slick or convincing as
usual early on. However, once they get going they are unstoppable.



Gehrig may be past his use by date, like Harvey. When Tony Lockett made a comeback after retiring, he didn't kick too
many goals, either.



I still think a different coach might be able to make something of the Saints.....



Barry Hall hopefully will retire soon and take up boxing- a la Mundine- if rumours are anything to go by. "Characters" like
Hall were much loved in the old days- he is very reminiscent of Mark "Jacko" Jackson- but with the game now having a
clean, fast flowing image, he is widely despised...



Port Power are still winless after four games- I think one of their worst starts to a season ever. Expect to see Mark
Williams lose his cool before long.....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 13-04-2008 13:19
_____________________________________

Setanta show three lives games a week in the UK. Eurosport 1 or 2 show extended highlights of one match on Sunday
evening - today it is WCE v Sydney, plus a 1 hour highlights program on Friday - this week its 2pm, but the time changes
(so annoyingly you can't sky plus series link it!)



I heard speculation on a sportsline podcast that Kevin Sheedy is hotly tipped for the post as coach of this new Sydney
team - largely because of his marketing ability.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 13-04-2008 14:40
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_____________________________________

This is what Sheedy said today in his column in the Sunday Herald Sun:



"My thoughts about the new club have centred on whether I have the energy, capacity and hunger to build a club from
the ground up. They are crucial and essential ingredients and I think I have them. Developing a team in Western Sydney
is the AFL's greatest challenge."



He wants the job.



There was a surprising statistic in the papers today. There are 75,000 people in NSW who are members of an AFL club
but only 20,000 support Sydney. Perhaps this partially explains how Collingwood had a travelling support of 15,000 at
their away game with Sydney last year. According to the AFL, the bulk of the 75,000 live in the Western suburbs and the
Swans support is primarily based in the East. Can they tap into this market if these people already have an allegiance to
a club? It might work - a large proportion of Melbourne Storm's supporter base in the NRL are Queenslanders and New
South Welshmen now living down here.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 13-04-2008 16:56
_____________________________________

With Port 0-3 after the showdown, it was the worst start by a Grand Finalist for the last 25 years. God knows when the
last time was that someone started 0-4 after a GF appearance.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 13-04-2008 17:05
_____________________________________

Your observations on Gehrig and Harvey are interesting, I've heard a few people say that they have played on too long.



I've also heard it said that the Saints don't play well when the big three (Gehrig, Kossie and Riewoldt) play together in the
forward line. Is this true? The same person suggested that Saints couldn't win a premiership as they lacked pace in the
midfield.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 14-04-2008 04:22
_____________________________________

Thanks to Fremantle's incredible 10 goal humiliation by Richmond yesterday, St Kilda have been spared the title of AFL
crisis club at least until Friday night.



The worry is that Essendon, although not an especially good side, look as if they've been designed to beat St Kilda. They
have big defenders to stand up to our forwards and they are the fastest team in the competition. Some of the passages
of play from their game against the Bulldogs on Friday night were just a blur. Of course, they may be too quick for their
own good judging by the number of players picking up hamstring injuries.



Ross Lyon's post match comments on Saturday would suggest that we've seen the last of St Kilda's 3 giants in the
forward line tactic – it's just too easy to defend against. What Lyon's going to come up with I'm not sure – drop Gehrig, play
Koschitzke in defence or Riewoldt in midfield (or on the wing) are all possibilities.



As for St Kilda's midfield, Jamzinho, it just shows how much the game has changed in the last 2 or 3 years that this area
of the team is now seen as a weakness. In 2005, St Kilda's midfield of Hayes, Ball, Dal Santo and Harvey was probably
the second best in the AFL behind West Coast's Judd, Cousins, Kerr and Fletcher. Hayes, Ball and Dal Santo all made
the All Australian team that year and Dal Santo was third in the Brownlow behind Cousins and Kerr. Hayes remains a
great player (St Kilda's best against Geelong) but he's a ball winner not a quick player; Ball's career has been sadly
derailed by osteitis pubis and no longer can he be mentioned in the same breath as Luke Hodge and Chris Judd who
were selected either side of him in the 2001 superdraft; Dal Santo's defects have been covered further up the thread;
Harvey, of course, is one of the all time greats not just at St Kilda but in the AFL but he's struggling right now.
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There was an interesting piece in the Herald Sun at the weekend contrasting the fortunes of St Kilda and Geelong since
2004 when the two clubs were reckoned to have the best young lists in the AFL and both narrowly lost Preliminary
Finals. Here's a quote from it:



There are still many officials at rival clubs who shake their head in disbelief that St Kilda hasn't won a premiership with
the list at its disposal. 



"Their best 22 is good enough to win it," another club recruiting manager said this week. "But one of the key differences
is that Geelong put more resources into recruiting than St Kilda has in the past few years and that is showing right now. 



"St Kilda thought they just needed to make sure they didn't drop away and how they went about it (in the draft) is not
dissimilar to how Sydney has gone about their stuff. 



"Whereas the Swans had a fantastic injury run because they had the right preparation and the right rehab guys, St Kilda
didn't have a great injury run and in many respects it was their own fault on the conditioning side of things. 



"If they didn't have the horrendous run of injuries they might have won one."

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 14-04-2008 05:28
_____________________________________

On the subject of the AFL expanding into western Sydney.... you can drive for hours around the western suburbs of
Sydney and you will see hundreds of soccer pitches and rugby fields; but you will be lucky if you see as many as half a
dozen Aussie Rules ovals.



It doesn't matter how many Collingwood fans supposedly live there, if the game has no presence at grass roots level, it is
treading on very shaky foundations... Demetriou can put all the spin on it he likes, but that fact is hard to hide from....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 15-04-2008 13:19
_____________________________________

Barry Hall has been suspended for 7 matches. It's not enough.



In arriving at it's decision, the tribunal looked favourably upon the fact that Hall had pleaded guilty and was "remorseful."
These people are idiots. Hall broke his wrist (in a separate incident) on Saturday and would have been out for the next 6
weeks anyway. Of course, he was going to plead guilty rather than risk a longer suspension by contesting the case - and
pleading guilty makes it easier to back up the claims of "remorse." 



The only reason the ban is as long as 7 weeks is because a 6 week ban would have meant his comeback game would
have been away to West Coast. The broadcasters would have loved it but a Subiaco riot isn't what the AFL want right
now. His comeback game will be at home to St Kilda.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 16-04-2008 05:22
_____________________________________

I don't know why they bother with a tribunal- the media had already decided the length of Hall's suspension...



I must have seen Hall's king hit on the Eagles player replayed on TV at least 12 or 15 times since it happened... if
everyone is so appalled by the violence, why do they keep endlessly replaying it? Could it be that people really can't get
enough of it? Someone mentioned somewhere during the week that Hall's little performance is just the sort of thing
needed to get western suburbs rugby league fans interested in AFL....

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 16-04-2008 06:03
_____________________________________

I think a lot of people who believe the game's gone soft really enjoyed Hall's punch. We've heard constantly, over the last
few days, that this sort of thing was commonplace 20 years when there weren't tv cameras everywhere to pick up what
was going on.



One thing which has really amazed me has the been the number of commentators (mostly ex players, of course)
condemning West Coast's players for not "flying the flag" ie kicking the fuck out of Hall and starting a massive brawl. If
they had done that, bearing in mind what's happened with West Coast over the last couple of years, what would they
have said then? West Coast's culture is out of control - dock points off them, take away draft picks, fine them a million
dollars? 



Of course, maybe the West Coast players weren't really trying to behave. They might have thought Hall was going to kill
someone.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 16-04-2008 07:57
_____________________________________

MA, I think that the inconsistencies in the opinions of the commentators might be explained by them being a bunch of
dimwitted boofheads.



Your last paragraph is bang on.  The one chap who tried to run over to make his displeasure known was easily and
quickly pushed onto his arse and quietly slunk off.



Someone approached at quarter time and did a much better job of letting Hall have a piece of his mind, but given the
combination of Hall's size, scariness, boxing experience and mentalness, no-one was ever going to exact retribution on
him with their fists.



I agree with Trimster that the Western Suburbs of Sydney certainly won't be too put off by the incident, though a lot of the
ethnic groups that we occasionally hear the AFL want to make a West Sydney connection with (East Asians, Indians)
would be pretty comprehensively alienated by the biff.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 16-04-2008 21:51
_____________________________________

I looked the punch up on youtube, savage stuff. As you pointed out, the one Weagles who tried to front up to Hall, also
got flattened by his block.



This caught my eye on the Age website this morning...

http://i78.photobucket.com/albums/j103/abu645/melbourne.jpg



A few other interesting stories - the potential Collingwood move for Jonathan Brown, and also the AFL's rejection of the
Tasmanian governements bid for a full time AFL team.



The Crows 400th game is coming up this weekend. A few stats from their homepage...



• In the club’s 399 matches, Adelaide has won 209 games, lost 189 and only drawn once.



• Of these games, 188 were minor round home games – of which Adelaide has won 126 – and 188 minor round away
games (Crows have won 71).



• Additionally, Adelaide has played in 23 finals for 12 wins and 11 losses, including two grand finals (for two premierships).



• Adelaide has kicked 5512 goals and 5033 behinds in its 399 games. That’s an average of 13.8 goals per game.



• The record over the 100-game splits has been – 1-100 (48 wins, 51 losses, 1 draw); 101-200 (51 wins, 49 losses); 201-
300 (53 wins, 47 losses); 301-399 (57 wins, 42 losses).
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• Adelaide has played West Coast the most times (31). 



• 206 of Adelaide’s games have been played at Football Park/AAMI Stadium. The next most used venue is the MCG (41
games). Adelaide has played its games at 17 different venues.



• Essendon is the only team Adelaide has never beaten in an away game. The two clubs have clashed 11 times in
Melbourne – once at Windy Hill, four times at Docklands, three times at Princes Park and three times at the MCG – and the
Bombers have won every time. 



• Adelaide’s best overall record against current clubs is against Sydney. Of the 27 games, the Crows have won 18. Its
worst winning record is against Collingwood – the Crows have won only ten out of 27 encounters.



• Mark Ricciuto played in 312 of Adelaide’s games – a remarkable effort considering he did not start his AFL career until
1993 (the club’s third year) and then missed a number of games through injury in his final two years at the club.



• Outside of South Australia, Adelaide’s best record is at the Docklands (Telstra Stadium). The Crows have won 17 of their
30 games at the venue.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 17-04-2008 07:12
_____________________________________

I find it quite funny that the AFL are celebrating "150 years of football" because the Melbourne Football Club was founded
in 1858- despite the fact that the game played back then would not have remotely resembled the modern game of aussie
rules as we know it. It would have more likely looked like a cross between rugby and soccer, with unlimited number of
players per side, and with trees used for goalposts! Another example of AFL spin...

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 17-04-2008 14:27
_____________________________________

Here's the AFL's ad to mark the 150 years:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsaxSpv9lmU

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 19-04-2008 02:41
_____________________________________

Round 5



St Kilda 123 Essendon 87



Crowd 46,792



Change was inevitable after the disastrous performances of the last 2 weeks: 



Fraser Gehrig, after just 3 comeback games, was dropped. His replacement, Charlie Gardiner, is smaller and quicker. In
fact, with his tireless running and presenting he’s almost a mini Nick Riewoldt although clearly less talented.
Unfortunately, Gardiner’s weakness is Gehrig’s strength – goalkicking.  He did kick 2 but it should have been at least 2
more with a couple of straightforward shots missed.



David Armitage, St Kilda’s top pick in the highly regarded 2006 draft, came in for the hapless Aaron Fiora and was
superb. It’s been the source of much consternation amongst the support that Armitage has been given so few
opportunities but his committed attack at the ball and 2 goals from midfield made him one of the best players last night.



There were a couple of significant positional adjustments as well. Hard tackling midfielder Luke Ball was sent to the
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forward line where his pressure game curbed Essendon’s famous run (and he chipped in with 2 rare goals) and St Kilda’s
quick defender, Jason Gram, played in midfield where his pace and long kicking ought to work well. However, it was only
in the final quarter that he looked at home there.



So far, St Kilda’s season has been characterised by good first quarters followed by total collapse. Because of that, I didn’t
get too excited by the three goal lead that we built up by quarter time - the second quarter would be the crucial one.  The
second quarter was superb – we kicked 7 goals to 3 and led by 81-37 at half time. There was further encouragement as
the second half started – the led blew out to 51 points and a big win looked likely. However, it all went horribly wrong.
Essendon kicked a couple of quick goals which slightly stirred their hitherto dormant support. When they made it 3 in a
row, the huge roar that went up was a real indication that they believed the comeback was on. Brisbane won against Port
Adelaide last week having been 48 points down in the third quarter and as Essendon’s 3 consecutive goals became 6, I
thought we were in deep, season ending shit. Remarkably, by the quarter end Essendon’s score was 12 goals 1 behind,
a display of accurate kicking I don’t think I’ve ever seen matched. St Kilda sat on 14 goal 12 behinds – we’d absolutely
dominated the match but it was still wide open. A late third quarter goal from Nick Riewoldt killed Essendon’s momentum
just as they’d got the deficit to 16 points and steadied the nerves a bit.



In the early part of the final quarter, it was goal for goal, the lead a not quite comfortable 4 goals. It was only when
Armitage kicked his second just after the 20 minute mark, that victory was assured.



A good result, a good performance. The fact is, though, that real Premiership contenders don’t get 6 unanswered goals
kicked against them and, although Essendon are the league’s fastest side, they’re not actually all that good.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 21-04-2008 06:06
_____________________________________

A morale-boosting win for St Kilda!



How poor are the two WA teams this season? I thought last season was Freeo's "turn" to appear in the Finals, but they
are even poorer this season than last. And, as for the Eagles, they are looking woeful considering that they were reigning
Premiers not that long ago....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 21-04-2008 07:36
_____________________________________

Melbourne Arab wrote:

Here's the AFL's ad to mark the 150 years:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsaxSpv9lmU



A great series of ads, that.

I like the use of humour which is refreshing in comparison to the overblown and sanctimonious load of cack we have to
gag on at this time of year around the 'traditional' Anzac day clash.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 21-04-2008 14:35
_____________________________________

I wouldn’t mind the “cack” and the military pomp quite so much if it was confined to Collingwood-Essendon on the day but
having it spread over the whole Anzac Round is too much to bear.



The “traditional” (since 1995) Anzac  Day game has been an enormous success and the AFL won’t rest until there’s a
blockbuster in every round. Currently we have:



The Queen’s Birthday (what happens when the republic gets voted in?) – Collingwood v Melbourne. This is also known as
The Last Day of the Season Before the Ski Slopes amongst the Melbourne support. The match is an act of kindness
from the AFL allowing Melbourne to play in front of a crowd once a season.
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The Eureka Game – introduced this year. North Melbourne and Richmond celebrate the “working classes.” Plans for a
“middle class” game between Hawthorn and Melbourne were ditched when it was discovered that the middle classes are
all playing soccer now (but they don’t watch Melbourne Victory because there are too many East Europeans there – you
don’t see people like that in Toorak and Brighton).

 

Dreamtime at the G – a great tradition, stretching back to 2005, this is Essendon and Richmond paying tribute to
Indigenous  Australia.



Good Friday – this hasn’t happened yet. St Kilda and Geelong went to the AFL a few years ago with the proposal which
was rejected. Last year, Carlton and Hawthorn did likewise. This time, the AFL described it as “interesting.” St Kilda and
Geelong were up in arms so, if Good Friday Footy does happen, expect a big fight about who gets to play.



Rivalry Round (twice a season) – works really well in WA and SA. Sydney v Brisbane doesn’t really cut it but that’s a
temporary measure before the rugby states get their new teams. Rivalry round is rubbish in Victoria because
Collingwood can’t play 9 games in one weekend.



Women’s Round – remarkably, has been scrapped this year. Andrew Demetriou is being very mysterious:  ” we're planning
a significant event as part of the 150 years that will involve women as we should and we didn't think a themed round this
year was the appropriate way to do it.”

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 22-04-2008 05:52
_____________________________________

I like that Indiginous round idea.  Pick a couple of clubs with a few indigenous players and make now the year dot. 
Unless the Bombers and the Tigers have a specific tradition of using indigenous players more than other clubs.  Does
this mean these 2 clubs are kind of obliged to keep up a Koori quota?  I guess not.  History can always be rewritten with
a press-release and a few ads.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 22-04-2008 07:29
_____________________________________

.... And don't forget "heritage round", when the clubs get to wear their traditional jumpers, and Collingwood tells Port
Power that they are not allowed to wear black and white stripes...



Instead of manipulating the fixture list to ensure big crowds in Melbourne, and inventing themed rounds, why don't they
just organise a normal league competition, where each team plays every other team home and away over the course of a
season?

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 22-04-2008 07:36
_____________________________________

Essendon are involved because the idea was Kevin Sheedy's. Sheedy has always been a passionate campaigner on
behalf of the Indigenous people and a pioneer in bringing them into the AFL. In 2004, Essendon legend Michael Long did
The Long Walk from Melbourne to Canberra to raise awareness of Indigenous issues. Essendon are also financial
supporters of the Tiwi Island team which competes in the NT league.



Richmond are involved, believe it or not, because if you combine the strips of Essendon and Richmond you have the
black, red and yellow of the Aboriginal flag.



Here's an interesting piece on Sheedy from The Age recently:



http://www.realfooty.com.au/news/news/a-legacy-of-brotherhood/2007/07/25/1185339081328.html

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 22-04-2008 08:27
_____________________________________

trimster wrote:

 why don't they just organise a normal league competition, where each team plays every other team home and away
over the course of a season?



In fairness to the AFL (did I just say that?), a 30 game season would be too long especially as you couldn't possibly ditch
the finals series in a competition without promotion, relegation or Champions League places at stake. The problem is the
way the 7 fixtures are allocated after the 15 games where everybody plays everybody else once.



Take Collingwood, for example. It's written into the draw that they must play Essendon, Carlton and Richmond twice
each season to maintain "tradition." Collingwood also get Anzac Day, the Queen's Birthday and, during the split round, a
game against Sydney at ANZ Stadium which stands alone on a Saturday night. Collingwood do not have to play at
Geelong because of the restriction that would place on the attendance (the same applies to Essendon, Carlton and,
surprisingly, St Kilda but not Richmond). Collingwood will never play in Darwin, Launceston, the Gold Coast or Canberra
for the same reason. In fact, they hardly ever leave Melbourne. This year, they have 18 fixtures in Melbourne, 16 of them
at the MCG!



Every year, when the draw comes out, everyone complains about Collingwood's fixtures and, every year, the AFL say
the same thing. Each club is asked to submit a wish list prior to the draw and, every year, 15 clubs put the same thing on
their wish list – 2 games against Collingwood.



While Collingwood get treated as a special case, North Melbourne, the Western Bulldogs, Melbourne and Hawthorn are
prostituting themselves all over Australia to make ends meet. Both Melbourne and the Western Bulldogs have actually
"sold" home games in recent years because they can make more money playing away.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 22-04-2008 09:33
_____________________________________

What is this "tradition" that the AFL affords Collingwood the right to maintain? I knew that they rarely travel interstate, but
had no idea about some shitty tradition of playing the Dons, Carlton and Richmond. That is a joke.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 22-04-2008 12:37
_____________________________________

A 2nd Melbourne poster finally?

Welcome Havencheese.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 22-04-2008 13:06
_____________________________________

Cheers RB. Used to pop in here many, many years ago, back then there was a total of about three otf posters on this big
brown contitnent and definately no thought of a thread involving footy, and if brought up usuallty the words "shit", "game"
and "convict" came up. All fun n' games though.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 23-04-2008 02:32
_____________________________________

Well it is a shit colonial game, but it is an entertaining and dramatic shit colonial game.  Good to have another Bombers
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fan on board.  Were you one who was happy to see the back of Sheeds (for all his value as an entertainer) or sad to see
him go?

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 23-04-2008 07:49
_____________________________________

Sentimental, but also optimistic. The non renewal of his contract seemed realistic after a very short time. He'd ceased to
run a meritocracy for starters, and perhaps felt he could still outwit other coaches with the old tricks. Even if it doesn't
eventuate that Knights is the man to deliver us a flag, it definately feels as if the planning is right and we're heading in the
right direction.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by GypsyDownUnder - 23-04-2008 09:54
_____________________________________

Hello.



I start my AFL contributions with a prediction. Melbourne will have the worst season in AFL history since Fitzroy final
hurrah (95?). In fact they could go the one betterby not even winning a game.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 24-04-2008 00:45
_____________________________________

After Round 20 in 2006, Melbourne were 3rd on the AFL ladder. Only a shock defeat by Carlton in Round 21 kept them
out of the top 4. It's hard to believe how quickly they've fallen and how far. They lost the first 9 games of 2007 but
recovered sufficiently to finish 14th. Now, with Carlton and Richmond improving, they look like wooden spoon certainties.
I'm not sure that they will go all season without a win though. In fact, they might get a victory in Round 7 at home to
another crisis club - Fremantle.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 25-04-2008 03:43
_____________________________________

Alwyn Davey outed...really not looking forward to the ANZAC Day clash now. Ahwell, heading (generally) in the right
direction I suppose.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 25-04-2008 11:12
_____________________________________

Alwyn Davey or no Alwyn Davey there's nothing to stop a shower like that. They could never be as bad as Robert Walls
the commentator at least. Collngwood actually looked almost half-decent today.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 27-04-2008 01:56
_____________________________________

St Kilda haven’t beaten Port Adelaide in Adelaide since 1997 and we’ve only beaten them once anywhere in the last 12
games (and that was only because Daniel Motlop famously missed an easy set shot after the siren).
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Last night’s first quarter performance was disgusting – only 2 behinds scored. Port weren’t a lot better – it was one of the
most abysmal quarters of footy I’ve seen played.

The tiny crowd and apparently freezing weather just added to the gloom.



Under Grant Thomas, St Kilda were one of the most exciting teams in the AFL – top scorers in 2005. Now we have a
coach who, in some games, seems to want to replicate the ultra-boring, defensive Sydney style of play. Hasn’t he worked
out yet that we never win when we play that way? (Except, ironically, against Sydney).

The calls for Lyon’s head have now begun. 4 of the next 5 games are at Telstra Dome – they will define the season.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 27-04-2008 13:25
_____________________________________

Ross Lyon is ten times the coach Grant Thomas ever was. Not only was he obnoxious (although I loved his dig at the
umpires), but he wasted some good years when the playing list was at it's peak - a damn fine list it was. I don't prescribe
to the theory that flooding is a bad thing, but if it's the only tactic being used then it is, ala Knights atm using run and
carry ad nauseum. Ten minutes of flooding is what killed off a mediocre Essendon side (on a good run in the third
quarter) a couple of weeks ago before Riewoldt's steadying goal.



Other than that I'm at a loss to explain why the Saints seem to be underachieving again. It's not hard to look good
against us, but they looked as good if not better than any side (apart from Geelong) who has beaten us this year and
includes an honest yet ordinary Collingwood side who did ok (73 pts) against a bunch of losers on the day.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 28-04-2008 01:00
_____________________________________

I'm not sure, but I think Port Power's home crowd of 20,517 at AAMI on Saturday night could have been their lowest
home crowd ever.



Years ago, Power's home crowds were only slightly lower than the Crows; now they are significantly lower. And,
strangely enough, they started dropping after the 2004 Premiership.



It was a cold, wet night, but I doubt if the Crows would have dropped below 35k had they being playing....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 28-04-2008 02:59
_____________________________________

Not quite, Trimster. Round 10, 2000 Port had a crowd of 19,511 against Geelong.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 28-04-2008 03:00
_____________________________________

I'd love to agree with you on Ross Lyon, Havencheese, but the jury is still out. He certainly got off to a good start by
identifying the weaknesses in the list (no ruckmen, no forward line pressure, no pace in the midfield, no goals from the
midfield) and attempted to do something about it. 



There have been times this season when we have looked impressive – first quarter against Sydney (and then he was
outcoached by his mentor), first quarter against the Western Bulldogs (then he was outcoached by someone with far
more experience), first half against Essendon (who were significantly understrength). However, we haven't played a
single game where we've looked decent for 4 quarters.



We did have "a damn fine list" in 2004 but the retirements of Aaron Hamill and Aussie Jones, the declining powers of
Fraser Gehrig and Luke Ball and some disastrous recruiting (giving up a first round draft pick for Fergus Watt who was
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delisted after playing 1 game) have hit hard.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 28-04-2008 13:22
_____________________________________

Daniel Kerr to accept 4 weeks!



Bit bloody stiff to get that sentence, especially compared to the record of those cheap shot Carr brothers.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 04-05-2008 02:56
_____________________________________

Round 7

Richmond 107 St Kilda 110

Crowd 40,585



Normally, I would approach a game against Richmond with great confidence – this was the 11th time in a row we’ve
beaten them. Last night was different, though, because of St Kilda’s poor form, Richmond’s recent run of impressive
results and their pace as well as the inspired form lately of 33 year old Matthew Richardson.



Fraser Gehrig was back for St Kilda after missing 2 games and, by all accounts, having a stinker in the reserves last
week. He usually plays well against Richmond – 5 goals in both games last year and, a couple of years ago, that
unforgettable 10 goal performance against them at the G.  However, given that Richmond have a fair bit of run in their
side, I wasn’t convinced that bringing back Frase was the right move. My concerns were greatly increased as I entered
the ground and saw the news on the big screen:



St Kilda late change – out M.Hudghton (our best defender) in R.Clarke (a disaster waiting to happen).



I’m still not entirely sure how we won this game which turned out to be a minor classic with the lead changing hands 13
times and no team ever more than 3 goals ahead. Richmond had far more inside 50s (54-40), their ruckman, Troy
Simmonds, was outstanding and they absolutely slaughtered us out of the centre. Richmond won the clearances 42-26.
My abiding memory of the game is watching Richmond players steam out of the middle with the ball, pursued by leaden
footed St Kilda players, before unleashing the ball into the forward line.



Stephen Milne, who was to be the key player of the night, opened the scoring as St Kilda went in at the first quarter 3
points up. The second quarter was awful. We were run off the ground as Richmond moved 11 points clear. At half time,
the mood amongst the “travelling support” (this, bizarrely, was an away game at our home ground) was black. “Clarke
needs to get on the first plane back to fucking Darwin” opined one Saints fan – a comment which nearly started a fight.
Gehrig and Ross Lyon were the other hot topics. Gehrig had been shockingly bad failing to make the distance from a set
shot 35m out. He managed to get a goal in the third quarter. St Kilda actually looked pretty good for a while in the third
term as we moved 18 points clear but it didn’t last and Richmond led by a point entering the last quarter. The real story of
the third quarter ,though, were the 2 injuries to Xavier Clarke (hamstring) and, much more importantly, Nick Riewoldt
(knee).



In quarter 4, with just a few minutes left, Stephen Milne kicked his 7th goal of the night (Matthew Richardson got 5 at the
other end) to put St Kilda ahead by 110-105. We then had an incredible finish to the match. First, Nathan Brown dribbled
a shot against the post. 110-106. Then, with a minute to go, Kelvin Moore took a mark 30m out, right in front of goal and
it looked like game over. It was at the Richmond end and, as soon as the kick left his boot, the Richmond fans were on
their feet celebrating. Hilariously, it thumped off the post and the St Kilda end erupted. I can only assume the Richmond
supporters had taken it for granted that he would score and didn’t bother paying a lot of attention to the kick itself. From
the resultant kick in, the ball ended up in the hands of Raphael Clarke and, inevitably, we turned it over. A massive kick
was launched forward and, just as the siren went, Jack Riewoldt (Nick’s cousin) marked on the 50m line. Once again, the
Richmond support went crazy. Jack Riewoldt is a teenager with a beautiful kick for goal. The bloke on my left turned his
back; my son, to my right, was shaking; I had my head in my hands. Riewoldt went for a drop punt and fell short. He
should have gone for a torpedo.



In terms of quality, this might not have been a great match. In terms of excitement and tension it was bloody brilliant.

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 04-05-2008 04:12
_____________________________________

Wasn't there another complaint about 10 missing seconds of play, or something? This seems to be the new fad this
season....



Is anyone in Melbourne actually getting excited by next week's Victoria vs All Stars game, MA? Not much interest in it
here. Ex-Crows' coach Graham Cornes has been complaining about it in the media for weeks, saying it is a waste of time
and an insult to the other states.... urging everyone to ignore it and watch our SANFL heritage round instead. Must say I
agree with him...

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 04-05-2008 09:39
_____________________________________

trimster wrote:



Is anyone in Melbourne actually getting excited by next week's Victoria vs All Stars game, MA? 



Only Mr Enthusiasm himself, Kevin Sheedy. No-one else gives a stuff. Much of the marketing of the game has centred
on Jonathon Brown, the best Victorian playing interstate, who is captaining the Vics. Unfortunately, he missed Brisbane's
game against Geelong yesterday as did Gary Ablett and Simon Black. Add on the injuries to Nick Riewoldt and Luke
Hodge and that's a lot of big names missing.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 04-05-2008 09:42
_____________________________________

Melbourne Arab wrote:

they might get a victory in Round 7 at home to another crisis club - Fremantle.



Melbourne produced one of the all time great comebacks today to beat Fremantle. I had a gut feeling they would win so
why didn't I tip them? Fremantle do this to me every bloody time.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 11-05-2008 13:42
_____________________________________

Last night, the AFL staged a match between Victoria and the rest of the country (The Dream Team) as part of the 150
year celebrations. Although the crowd was a very respectable 69,000, it was 10-15k below expectation. I only watched
the first half before switching to the Rangers-Dundee United farce but it was enough to confirm that this game didn’t
matter. We saw players laughing and joking with the opposition instead of the usual macho posturing and we had live
interviews with coaches being conducted while goals were being kicked. They clearly didn’t care. Contrast that with the
footage of the coaches box that we see in an AFL game – four letter words being mouthed, telephones being ripped out
and flung across the room, etc.



I can’t wait for the real stuff to return on Friday especially as it’s one of the season highlights – St Kilda v Collingwood.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 11-05-2008 23:32
_____________________________________

Everyone seemed so genuinely pleased with themselves after this little promotional excercise for Victorian Football, that
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you almost feel sorry for them not having any real international competition to get excited about....



Despite the pleas to repeat it, I guarantee everyone will have forgotten all about this match in a few months' time...

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 12-05-2008 04:36
_____________________________________

I think Andrew Demetriou knows he's had a lucky escape. The crowd was (just) big enough to justify the event (although
there are reports that thousands of free tickets were handed out) and the game was (just) entertaining enough to keep
people interested. Nevertheless, the lack of intensity from the players and the near silence from the crowd coupled with
an embarrassing outbreak of Mexican waves 5 minutes from the end, when the result was still in the balance, ensures
there won't be a repeat of this for some time.



And what about poor old rugby league? Their Centenary Test at the weekend only pulled in 34,000 - and that was a bona
fide, competitive international.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 17-05-2008 07:40
_____________________________________

Round 8

St Kilda 94 Collingwood 103

Crowd 48,417



No surprise that this was such a close game given the similarities between the two teams. Both sides have midfields
lacking pace; both sides have a giant, immobile, past it, full forward; both sides now sit on 4 wins, 4 losses; both sides
are massively overrated in the media; both sides can’t hope for anything better than scraping into the top 8.



The crowd of 48,417 was officially a sell out despite the Telstra Dome capacity being 55,000. We arrived late because of
traffic, missing the first 3 goals. There were thousands of people on the concourse outside the ground as the tannoy
announced that all tickets, including standing room only, were sold. I heard after the game, on talkback radio, that
hundreds of people were turned away despite the 6,500 empty seats in the stadium. One caller rang up to say that he
spent $5,000 a year for his Millennium Club seat and if he chose not to attend that was his right. Obviously true, but so
much for this being the people’s game.  The greed of Telstra Dome management, and that of the MCC across town,
prevent thousands of people from seeing games every season. 

 

St Kilda went into this game without Nick Riewoldt and, given the narrow margin of defeat, that was probably decisive.
The 4 power forwards who played in this game had a collective nightmare: for St Kilda, Fraser Gehrig and Justin
Koschitzke amassed just 15 touches and 2 goals between them; for Collingwood, Anthony Rocca and Travis Cloke had a
combined 20 possessions but just 1 goal.



If St Kilda were lucky to beat Richmond 2 weeks ago, we were unlucky to lose this. Given the terrible performances of
the big men upfront, it was Collingwood’s small forwards, notably Alan Didak, who made the difference.



St Kilda’s midfield, widely criticised after the Richmond game, dominated. Luke Ball played his best game since 2005,
Lenny Hayes continued his excellent form and Robert Harvey and Nick Dal Santo were both better than in recent games.



The first quarter, as always seems to be the case now,  was St Kilda’s best – 6 goals from an amazing 21 inside 50s (we
only had 40 in the whole game against Richmond). By half time, though, we were 4 points down and the game remained
in the balance right to the end. In the last couple of minutes, we should have won it – Hayes, inexplicably, missing an open
goal and Stephen Milne missing a set shot he should have nailed.



The big story, though, is Fraser Gehrig. The post match comments of coach Ross Lyon seem to suggest another
retirement could happen as early as this week:



"It's a concern, clearly it's a concern," Lyon said.

"He'll be disappointed. His body is not what it was, really. It's frightening what can happen in six months. He's a really
proud competitor but his hands have been worrying him and he struggled to glove it a bit tonight.

"I feel I've given Fraser every opportunity over the last few weeks which really I didn't feel after the Geelong game that I'd

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 30 August, 2008, 02:39



done and it's important that's been done.

"So we'll assess his body and his mind but ultimately it's what's best for St Kilda.

"At 4-4, we've got some youth to come in. We need to put the measuring tape over a few guys. 

That's my take on it."

Lyon said no one could question Gehrig's hunger to play, but conceded time may have caught up with him.

"He's a really hard trainer but, I mean, father-time catches up with you," he said.

"Hindsight is a wonderful thing but he was really keen (to play) and trained really well over summer."We'll respect Fraser,
he's been a wonderful contributor to St Kilda. I'll sit down with him during the week but clearly it's an issue, it's on the
agenda."



Koschitzke is also a massive concern. He’s a number 2 draft pick and won the AFL Rising Star Award in 2001. He’s now
25 and has not lived up to expectations. While Nick Riewoldt, who is the same age, has won 4 St Kilda Best and
Fairests, 2 All Australian selections and is club captain, Kosi has only once made the top 10 in the Best and Fairest (a
9th place) and is now mostly remembered for a stunning 4 game burst of form in 2005 when he kicked 19 goals and
picked up 11 Brownlow votes out of a possible 12. In 2007 and 2008, he’s had his best run without injury but his form has
been mediocre at best.



As for Anthony Rocca, expect him to head off to the NFL to join his brother, Sav, at the end of the season.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 19-05-2008 00:11
_____________________________________

Frustrating side to watch, St Kilda..... you can't make up your mind whether they are a good side who sometimes have
crap days; or a crap side who sometimes manage a good day. There is not much between them and Collingwood and St
Kilda could have won that game.



Hawthorn and Footscray seem to be in the best position to challenge Geelong at the moment- which must be pleasing to
Victorian fans. Geelong haven't been winning by big margins lately, and are surely due for a loss.



Shame about Gehrig- reversing of retirement decisions rarely seem to turn out well. Tony Lockett flopped when he came
back, but he had been out a whole year.... Gehrig only had the usual off-season break, didn't he? So what's his
excuse.....?



One interesting attendance figure from the weekend's round: North Melbourne beating West Coast Eagles by a goal at
the Gold Coast in front of a crowd of only 6,354! Such a figure may mean that the Roos were right not to re-locate there;
or Gold Coast fans now hate them for not moving and stayed away to punish the club!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 19-05-2008 01:13
_____________________________________

In AFL history, there have been 7 crowds below 5,000 - all of them Brisbane Bears games on the Gold Coast.



On the news on Monday night, there was a report saying only 1,000 tickets had been sold for the North Melbourne-West
Coast game so the all time low attendance of 3,059 (Brisbane Bears v Footscray, 1992) was in real danger.



I think the terrible crowd was a reaction to North rejecting a move to the Gold Coast. They were getting 11 or 12,000 for
games there last year.



The worry for the AFL is that North have 2 more Gold Coast games this season (St Kilda and Brisbane, which will at least
draw a crowd) and are contracted to play there next year as well.



It's a safe bet North won't be forced to honour the 2009 contract. Expect "blockbusters" to be on the Gold Coast next
year ie Collingwood v anybody.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 19-05-2008 06:16
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_____________________________________

Speaking of crowds in AFL expansion areas, what's happening in Sydney looks a lot more alarming than the poor crowd
on the Gold Coast at the weekend.



Each year, Sydney play a number of games at ANZ Stadium which has a much bigger capacity than the SCG  and,
according to the AFL, attracts big numbers from the western suburbs. In 2007, the AFL reckon 40% of tickets for the ANZ
Stadium games were sold in western suburb postcodes. However, look at the attendances in 2007 compared to this year:



2007:



West Coast 62,586

Collingwood 64,222

St Kilda 63,369



2008:



West Coast 44,235

Essendon 34,904

Collingwood, Geelong still to play



That's a drop so far in the average crowd of about 25,000!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 19-05-2008 18:33
_____________________________________

Looks like there were a few interesting games over the weekend. 



I see the choke has re-appeared.



http://i78.photobucket.com/albums/j103/abu645/markwilliams.jpg



Port Adelaide's Coach Mark Williams' 2004 Premiership winning response, replicated by Mark WIlliams of Hawthorn
celebrating a goal after his side came from a big deficit to beat Port in Tassie.



http://i78.photobucket.com/albums/j103/abu645/markwilliamschoke.jpg



Williams the player's coach Alaistar Clarkson didn't take it well, and it didnt look like MW, the PA coach did either! I
thought it was quite amusing, but perhaps a bit rich from a guy who had a pretty shit game to that point.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 20-05-2008 03:00
_____________________________________

Yes, Port are continuing their choking tradition this season, with this Hawthorn game the latest of several they should
have won after fading badly in the second half.



Michelangelo Rucci, Adelaide's leading football scribe, called them "flaky... soft... and chokers" in The Advertiser on
Monday. In post-match interviews, though, Port coach Mark Williams seems strangely unbothered and laid back about it
all... as do most people in Adelaide. If it was the Crows in the same situation- only 10th at this stage of the season- you
would never hear the end of it and it would probably bring cries for the coach's head.....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 20-05-2008 14:39
_____________________________________

So the "big unit" hasn't retired again - St Kilda members got this email tonight:
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Fraser Gehrig placed on long-term injury list



Fraser Gehrig, together with the St Kilda Football Club coaching and medical staff, today made the decision to place
himself on the Club's long-term injury list.



The G Train, whose chronic arthritic conditions in his hands have worsened in recent weeks, will rest while the Club
explores options for its best management.



This year is Fraser's 13th AFL season, and he remains one of the most feared forwards in the game. 



Fraser said, "My body just isn't what is used to be and despite my best efforts to play competitively, I'll now need to take
some time to work out how to better manage my hands."



"My return this year was always going to be a risk but I love the Saints and the game and was fully prepared to take my
chances. I don't regret a minute of it but these days I've got to listen to my body when it tells me that I'm pushing it too
hard."



Senior Coach, Ross Lyon said, "Football can be a gruelling sport but when your body tells you to rest, you need to rest.
Fraser is one of the most popular players in the competition and will be an inspiration to the game for many years to
come."





Background Information





Player Name:                                    Fraser Gehrig



Date of Birth:                                     03/03/1976



Games for St Kilda:                          140



AFL Games Total:                             255



Career Goals:                                    540



Career Behinds:                                282



Debut for St Kilda:                            2001



Recruited From:                               West Coast / Wodonga Raiders / Murray U18



Fraser was drafted to St Kilda in the 1993 National AFL Draft 1st round selection (West Coast) No. 16 overall; 2000
National AFL Draft traded by West Coast for David Sierakowski and No. 18 (Daniel Kerr).





Player honours: St Kilda 2nd best and fairest 2001; All-Australian 1997, 2004; Coleman Medal 2004, 2005; St Kilda
leading goal kicker 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006; West Coast leading goal kicker 1998; AFL Rising Star nominee 1995; St
Kilda pre-season premiership side 2004.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 23-05-2008 04:41
_____________________________________

Port coach Mark Williams abandoned his usual laid back demeanor during the week to launch an emotional attack on the
AFL tribunal. Port player Shaun Burgoyne had copped a two-match suspension for being involved in what looked like an
accidental collision.



Silly Mark Williams! He should know better by now- he should know that you are simply not allowed to criticise any facet
of AFL administration...



Crack squads of lawyers are being brought into play right now, and soon the heavy hand of bureaucratic retribution will
be smiting him down....
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============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 24-05-2008 03:52
_____________________________________

After 3 teams (Geelong, Hawthorn, Western Bulldogs) got through 8 rounds unbeaten (which has never happened
before) one of them finally lost last night.



Geelong were absolutely thrashed by 86 points against Collingwood in front of a 78,000 crowd. Perhaps this will end talk
about the inevitability of a Geelong-Hawthorn Grand Final. Geelong haven't yet repeated last year's form and have relied
on short bursts during games to sneak home. Hawthorn have won 5 of their 8 games by less than 3 goals, have only won
1 finals match since 2001 (and they were very lucky in that one) and they are getting players suspended every week.



The team that sets the early pace rarely wins, or even gets as far as, the Grand Final.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 24-05-2008 14:18
_____________________________________

Earlier this week, we heard that Sydney may lose some of it's rugby league state of origin games to rugby backwater
Melbourne because of poor attendances.



Today's newspapers report further humiliation - the AFL may be about to buy Sydney's Olympic Stadium!



This would mean the AFL effectively controlling the NRL fixture list and raking in profits from whatever state of origin
games remain in Sydney and the NRL Grand Final.



It also means the AFL would own one of the key venues for Australia's 2018 World Cup bid - probably the ground that
will hold the final.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 25-05-2008 01:15
_____________________________________

One can only hope that it sends them broke.  Couldn't happen to a nicer organisation.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 25-05-2008 13:55
_____________________________________

After 9 rounds, Hawthorn are now the only unbeaten team although, once again, it was an unconvincing win over bottom
team Melbourne. The Western Bulldogs had a kick after the siren to beat North Melbourne in one of the best games of
the season but missed it.



Today's other game was almost unwatchable as a wretched St Kilda lost 141-95 at the Gabba. We kicked 8 goals in the
last quarter after Brisbane gave up otherwise the margin would have been humiliating.



If St Kilda lose to Melbourne next week, the season will be dead before half way and coach Ross Lyon will have lost
what little credibility he still has.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 26-05-2008 06:38
_____________________________________
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Didn't some twit write in "The Age" today something along the lines of "we've got the greatest football code in the world-
because of its unpredictability..."?!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 26-05-2008 14:08
_____________________________________

This is what Rohan Connolly said in The Age today:



GOD I love this game. You can take your Australia-Ghana soccer friendlies, your rugby league state-of-origin clashes — I'll
take what North Melbourne and the Western Bulldogs served up at Telstra Dome last night any day of any week.



It's already been a great AFL year, less than halfway through, chock full of fantastic football and incident. The Roos'
three-point win after Brad Johnson's post-siren miss overflowed with both. It will be hard to top as the best match of the
2008 season. But round nine as a whole spoke volumes as to why we footy fanatics are so blessed.



It's about unpredictability. The belief that you're going to watch a contest between two teams never quite sure what is
about to unfold. And the weekend just gone proved again why, on that score, AFL football can't be beaten. Ask the
tipsters nursing their wounds today.



Before yesterday's games, four of five favourites had been beaten, Carlton outlasting Fremantle, Sydney prevailing away
to Port Adelaide, the supposedly hapless West Coast thrashing Adelaide, and the one that kicked it all off, Collingwood
thrashing Geelong.



Had Melbourne managed to hang on for another quarter or so against undefeated Hawthorn yesterday, the season's
biggest turn-up would have remained the Demons'. As it was, the new ladder-leader's eventual 19-point win at the very
least confirmed how narrow is the gap between the best and worst in a 16-team competition.



By the time Brent Harvey had been chaired off in his 250th game, it was five of eight favourites on the receiving end.
Tipping the card in the old VFL a couple of decades ago was the norm rather than the exception. Now, getting eight
winners is akin to winning Lotto.



The fortunes of clubs swing wildly from week to week, let alone year to year. West Coast was within an extra point of a
preliminary final last season. Now the Eagles are a game off the bottom of the ladder. Carlton was just two points shy of
another wooden spoon less than a year ago. Now the Blues are only a game outside the top eight. And the quality of
what we're watching can seldom, if ever, have been better.



The North-Bulldogs clash always shaped as a beauty, but so good was it that it should perhaps be seen as a template
for how we want our game to be. Fast, flowing football. Still with plenty of scope for hard, physical play and contested
ball. Courage like that shown by Harvey when he returned after being knocked into the middle of next week. The drama
of Johnson hitting the post twice in the final, pulsating quarter, then missing the match-winner.



All great sport features not only action, but great storylines, pathos, drama, and that feeling that you never quite know
what's going to happen next. That was the case not only at Telstra Dome last night, but across four states over an entire
football weekend.



We've got the best football code in the world. And even a doubtless annoyed Brad Johnson would this morning surely
agree how lucky we are.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 28-05-2008 16:09
_____________________________________

Some interesting results at the weekend, the Pies win in particular.



Any news on the Gold Coast team? Any suggestions on their moniker or their colours?



Interesting story about the AFL potentially buying out ANZ stadium. What do you think their view would be on the Soccer
(yuk) World Cup coming to Australia? Would they be in favour?

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 29-05-2008 06:36
_____________________________________

Things are moving at a fair old pace, Jamzinho. Michael Voss is now working for the GC17 consortium and looks likely to
be the first coach. With St Kilda's premiership window apparently slamming prematurely shut, Nick Riewoldt is the hot tip
to be the club captain.



The AFL's proposals for acquiring a playing list have yet to be ratified but include the first 5 picks of 2009 going to the
Gold Coast with western Sydney getting the first 5 in 2010. There is also a suggestion that Gold Coast could have
Queensland as an exclusive recruitment area which Brisbane, not surprisingly, are fiercely opposed to. Northern Territory
might also be thrown into the mix. There's also been an intriguing report that western Sydney could have an alliance with
the GAA in Ireland  including exclusive access to Irish players.



The top 5 draft picks suggestion is causing a lot of controversy. Those clubs on a downward slide (Melbourne, Essendon,
Fremantle and, possibly, St Kilda) could have their periods near the bottom extended if they don't get the chance to
rebuild with the best young talent. If the draft isn't deep, getting pick 6 after a wooden spoon (especially if it happens 2
years in a row) could be a disaster. The club who will benefit most from all this will be Hawthorn who have a young list
that should see them challenge throughout this period.



As for the ANZ Stadium thing, there's been a lot of talk about the AFL trying to kill off rugby league but, although the NRL
use ANZ Stadium a lot, they don't really need apart from State of Origin and the Grand Final. I don't see the AFL doing
anything to damage the World Cup bid – this would be a good way of making lots of money out of it.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 29-05-2008 08:08
_____________________________________

I'd have thought that the AFL would be *spewing* about the World Cup happening in Australia during their season, but
primarily for the Melbourne stadia upon which they depend heavily, and which would need to be appropriated by FIFA for
something close to 2 months.



Just a couple on Gehrig for you, MA.

You wrote upthread the he today made the decision to place himself on the Club's long-term injury list.



What are the implications of being on the injury list?  Is this a formal thing in AFL?  Does it mean we won't be seeing him
again?  And why didn't you accompany the seeming epitaph with a picture of his mullet as of around 5 years ago?  I had
a quick google and could find nothing to do justice to my memory of it.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 29-05-2008 13:27
_____________________________________

If Australia does get to host the World Cup, Melbourne Victory's new stadium will have it's capacity increased to 50,000
so I don't think Telstra Dome would be used. In theory, the AFL could continue playing through a World Cup but I think
it's pretty unlikely they would.



As for Fraser Gehrig, going on the long term injury list means he is out for 8 games and that a rookie can be elevated to
the list to replace hm. Rookies, who are mostly teenagers, can play in the preseason cup and the reserves but not the
AFL. My guess is that, if St Kilda are in finals contention late in the season, Fraser will return to the list if only as cover for
another big forward going down. If St Kilda continue to struggle, I don't think he'll be seen again.



http://www.theage.com.au/ffxImage/urlpicture_id_1061529376181_2003/08/23/24s_fraser.jpg

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 29-05-2008 13:41
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_____________________________________

I had heard that Riewoldt was a Gold Coast boy, and had a bit of a thought that he might be the kind of headline player
that the team might want to entice for their first season.



I gather that there is some kind of ruling that means the club will have to play at the Gabba before actually settling on the
Gold Coast. Presumably the AFL will do their best to get around this problem.



I'm not entirely sure how far west in Sydney the ANZ Stadium is - I've been but can't remember it's location. I imagine it
will be too big a base for the West Sydney team.



That St Kilda strip is really something.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jefe - 30-05-2008 04:37
_____________________________________

If/when the AFL has expanded previously, is extra draft picks rather than an expansion draft how they've stocked the
new team(s)?

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 31-05-2008 04:04
_____________________________________

The proposed draft picks for Gold Coast and Western Sydney are incredibly generous compared to what's happened
before - a reflection of the fact that these are not Aussie Rules locations and the clubs will need to be competitive straight
away if they're to have any chance of attracting support.



The most recent club to enter the competition, Port Adelaide in 1997, got very little - just picks 6, 7 and 9 in the 1996
draft. Fremantle, who were admitted a couple of years earlier, got the number 1 draft pick in both 1994 and 1995.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 31-05-2008 04:06
_____________________________________

It's been confirmed that International Rules is back.



Two tests between Australia and Ireland will be played at the end of October in Perth and Melbourne.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by ursus arctos - 31-05-2008 07:57
_____________________________________

Melbourne, what's up with the yellow bits on the St. Kilda kit above?



And in case anyone cares, the Victory-Juve B match was live on Sky Italia last night.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 31-05-2008 13:43
_____________________________________

ursus arctos wrote:

Melbourne, what's up with the yellow bits on the St. Kilda kit above?
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For the duration of WW1, St Kilda ditched the red, white and black (then the colours of the German flag) in favour of red,
yellow and black (the Belgian flag). Yellow has been used in away tops a few times over the years and, a couple of years
ago, the Belgian top reappeared for Heritage Round.



And in case anyone cares, the Victory-Juve B match was live on Sky Italia last night.



There's been a lot of boasting here about the number of countries that broadcast the game. Apparently, people in 99
nations now know that Juventus reserves are far better than Melbourne Victory and that half the population of Melbourne
appear to be Juve fans.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 31-05-2008 13:44
_____________________________________

Today, in Round 10, the last unbeaten record went as the Western Bulldogs beat Hawthorn in Tasmania. Hawthorn are
still top though.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 31-05-2008 15:11
_____________________________________

I was quite confident of the Dogs today, tipped them at work and put them into an accumulator.



In the abence of my own shower of a football club, as a neutral, I was thinking the other day I'd enjoy seeing the old
Footscray tri-colours win a flag. I'm a fan of Rocket too.



So, does anyone think they're more than just a realistic chance given their current position? Not so sure myself, they
could just about make a GF, but win it I dunno. Suppose there's a lot more to unfold in the latter half of the season.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 01-06-2008 13:49
_____________________________________

Round 10

St Kilda 129 Melbourne 50

Crowd 27,854



After the debacle at the Gabba last week, coach Ross Lyon said that St Kilda had too many players who were “mentally
and physically soft.” No names were mentioned but 5 players were excused from the criticism – player of the year so far
Lenny Hayes, legendary veteran Robert Harvey, unfit captain Nick Riewoldt, ageing defensive warhorse  Max Hudghton
and Luke Ball.”



Naturally, there was much curiosity during the week about who would be dropped for this game. In the end, only two got
demoted – Aaron Fiora and Leigh Fisher. It would be a harsh judge that labelled Fisher soft but Fiora is another matter.
Nicknamed “Fiona” by opposition fans (and, indeed, many Sainters), Fiora was taken by Richmond as a number 4 draft
pick many years ago but has never really delivered on his natural ability. Two or three years back, then coach Grant
Thomas publicly criticised Fiora for ducking his head in a marking contest – a heinous crime in Aussie Rules. Fiora has
never lived it down. To make matters worse, Fiora had ducked his head when no-one was anywhere near him – he just
thought there might be.



The sparse crowd, on a beautiful afternoon, was a reflection of where these clubs are at. The Melbourne away support
was the smallest I have ever seen from a Victorian club. Adelaide and West Coast would easily have brought more.
Thousands of St Kilda members didn’t show up.



It was inevitable that St Kilda would come out all guns blazing after the negative publicity during the week (it’s becoming a
regular occurrence this) but, in the first 30 seconds, it was Melbourne who had the first chance, Russell Robertson
coming up with one of the misses of the season. He took a mark about 3 metres out from goal. Instead of just stepping
back and kicking the goal, he spun round immediately to slot it home only to discover a St Kilda defender on the line to
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touch it through for a behind: St Kilda 0 Melbourne 1. That was the only time Melbourne led in the game. After that, it was
embarrassingly one sided. Unfortunately for Robertson, his afternoon would get much worse – carried off with a ruptured
Achilles which will end his season.



A 20 point quarter time lead was 44 points by half time. I still didn’t feel completely comfortable remembering Melbourne’s
remarkable comeback against Fremantle a few weeks ago and St Kilda’s tendency to fade as games progress. The third
quarter was a very tame affair – 2 goals 6 behinds to St Kilda, just 2 behinds for Melbourne.  3 quarters played and 3
goals kicked for Melbourne. They managed 4 in the last quarter but, for the first time this season, St Kilda managed to
win all 4 quarters in a game. Adam Schneider, hailed by many, including me, as a great recruit preseason has been
disappointing so far – today he kicked 5 goals for the first time in his career.



Perhaps the most telling statistic for St Kilda was the tackling. In last week’s “soft “ display in Brisbane, St Kilda landed just
33 tackles – by far the lowest of any team in Round 9 (Collingwood had 85 in their win over Geelong). By half time today,
St Kilda had already got up to 39, finishing with 68. Why is it that some players need a public rocket up their arse before
they make an effort?



St Kilda now sit just 2 points out of the top 8 behind North Melbourne but the next 2 games are against  in form teams,
Western Bulldogs and Sydney. I don’t think beating a woeful team like Melbourne is any reason to start feeling confident.
The sheer awfulness of Melbourne (and they’re not alone in this) does illustrate the folly of expanding the competition to
18 teams. There are not enough quality players for 16 teams – adding 88 more players to the competition is simply going
to dilute the quality even further.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 01-06-2008 13:57
_____________________________________

Havencheese wrote:



So, does anyone think they're more than just a realistic chance given their current position? Not so sure myself, they
could just about make a GF, but win it I dunno. Suppose there's a lot more to unfold in the latter half of the season.



I think they need a lot to go their way as it did yesterday with Hawthorn missing lots of players. Still, if they finish top 4,
they must have a chance.



3 of the top 4 look settled in there already. Adelaide are 4th but I'm not convinced they'll stay there - Sydney, with a fresh
Barry Hall to come back, look ominous and Brisbane could make 4th if they keep Brown, Bradshaw and Black fit.



As for the top 8, North Melbourne look vulnerable with Port Adelaide the most likely to replace them and St Kilda only an
outside chance.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 02-06-2008 00:42
_____________________________________

In the "interstate match" at Adelaide Oval, the SANFL thrashed the VFL by over ten goals- in a match that "The
Australian" saw fit not to even mention in its results round-up. They always give full VFL details, but rarely mention the
SANFL. You have to really wonder about the sports media here sometimes....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 03-06-2008 02:11
_____________________________________

It's only fair that we make special mention of Fremantle after they created history on Sunday.



For the first time ever, a team has led at three quarter time in 5 consecutive matches and lost all 5. The good news for
Freo is that the run will surely end this weekend away to Brisbane – they will be smashed out of sight long before three
quarter time.

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 03-06-2008 04:15
_____________________________________

I wonder when the poor form of both the Dockers and the Eagles will result in a drop in attendances at Subiaco?... Both
clubs seem to be a write-off for this season already.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 03-06-2008 05:02
_____________________________________

The crowds have already started falling.



Fremantle's home attendances so far:



38,022

37,541

38,022

35,624

34,236



Noticeable drop for the last 2 games. The ground was half empty when the match finished on Sunday.



West Coast's home attendances so far:



39,591

39,027

38,302

41,254 (Carlton game with Chris Judd factor)

35,348



Alarming drop for most recent game.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 03-06-2008 06:05
_____________________________________

I think those are fantastic crowds for teams in such poor form.  We're talking of a drop of around only 10%.

I guess the high proportion of memberships which AFL tends to have make it less likely that clubs suffer 50% attendance
slumps in hard times as we see in other codes.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 06-06-2008 05:45
_____________________________________

Ahead of Monday's traditional Queen's Birthday "blockbuster" between Melbourne and Collingwood, AFL CEO Andrew
Demetriou has warned Melbourne supporters that, if they don't turn up for the game, the fixture may be taken away from
them next year:



"It's only really from the kindness of the Collingwood Football Club that they've allowed Melbourne to keep this a as
home game where Melbourne keep the gate. It could easily be Collingwood-Melbourne, but it's always been Melbourne-
Collingwood."



There's speculation in the media that 90% of Monday's crowd will be supporting the away team.

============================================================================

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 30 August, 2008, 02:39



Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Havencheese - 07-06-2008 09:07
_____________________________________

Vlad strikes again!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 08-06-2008 12:27
_____________________________________

 Round 11

St Kilda 79 Western Bulldogs 106

Crowd 38,914 



More of the same shite.  Another good first quarter, another total collapse thereafter. The Bulldogs best player on the
day, Jason Akermanis, said in his post match interview that St Kilda are the best first quarter team in the AFL – it’s got to
the stage now where I’m absolutely dreading second quarters (third quarters aren’t much better. The final quarter usually
shows an improvement because the game is over and the opposition have eased off).



At quarter time today, St Kilda led 24-12. It should have been much more. The kicking for goal was a joke with Nick
Riewoldt, who is clearly playing with a dodgy knee, the worst culprit. There’s no point in Riewoldt taking spectacular
marks anymore because the resulting kick at goal is never going to hit the target.  If St Kilda should have had at least 3
goals more, the Bulldogs should have been sitting on just 7 points after benefitting from one of the worst umpiring
blunders of all time. A Bulldog kick for goal was clearly put through for a behind by St Kilda defender Leigh Fisher.
Amazingly, the goal umpire, who was just a few metres away, signalled a goal. Even watching it live, everyone could see
it been touched. When it was replayed on the big screen, we saw Fisher punch it convincingly through with both fists. A
young boy (aged about 10) screamed “you bastard” as the replay was shown. His angry Dad ought to have shown more
understanding.



The game was effectively over by half time and was definitely dead by three quarter time. 46 of St Kilda’s 79 points came
in the final quarter when nobody cared and half the crowd had gone home many, I suspect, not to return this season (or
next). After we get thrashed at Sydney next week, we are at home to Fremantle on a Friday night – unattractive opposition
without a travelling support. It could be the worst crowd for a very long time.



St Kilda actually had only 1 less inside 50 than the Bulldogs (58-57), dominated the centre clearances and stoppages
(mainly down to a fine display by ruckman Michael Gardiner) but still managed to be outclassed.

The real difference was that when the Bulldogs went inside 50 it was quick and precise. St Kilda simply bombed long,
hopeful balls to nobody in particular. It’s all very well winning the clearances but if your skills are so bad you can’t find a
teammate you’re not going to achieve much.

Unfortunately, with 5 wins on the board, tanking for the rest of the season might still not get us a better draft pick than 4
or 5 when we really need 1 or 2.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rogin the Armchair Fan - 08-06-2008 13:25
_____________________________________

Those average attendance figures aren't bad, MA. I've not got the stats to hand, but I would guess that there are only
around 10 or so Premiership football clubs who consistently average around 35,000, and I thought that was the best-
supported (soccer) league in the world.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 08-06-2008 14:38
_____________________________________

I think the Bundesliga has the highest average crowds of any soccer league, Rogin.



According to Wikipedia, the running order is NFL, IPL, AFL, Bundesliga, EPL, MLB, Canadian Football League, La Liga,
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Japanese Baseball.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rogin the Armchair Fan - 08-06-2008 20:08
_____________________________________

yeah, I remember the thread we had while back (heavens, I might even have started it) about average attendances
across the various world leagues, but for you to highlight 2 supposedly failing teams in the AFL (out of 14? 16?) that are
getting those crowds, amazed me. Like I said, you don't have to go very far down the EPL to find teams who'd kill for
35,000 in every week, come rain or shine. 



Newcastle have been getting them in every week in the pissing rain since 1955, but they're a funny lot, the Geordies.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 09-06-2008 02:11
_____________________________________

Another last quarter collapse by Port Power saw them lose to Carlton- after leading by five goals at three-quarter time!
Carlton, who had only kicked three goals in the first three quarters, banged in seven unanswered goals in the last quarter.



And this was after a lot of sledging during the week, with both camps calling the other "soft". I didn't catch Mark Williams
post match press conference- would have been interesting....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 09-06-2008 11:25
_____________________________________

Melbourne Arab wrote:

Ahead of Monday's traditional Queen's Birthday "blockbuster" between Melbourne and Collingwood, AFL CEO Andrew
Demetriou has warned Melbourne supporters that, if they don't turn up for the game, the fixture may be taken away from
them next year:



"It's only really from the kindness of the Collingwood Football Club that they've allowed Melbourne to keep this a as
home game where Melbourne keep the gate. It could easily be Collingwood-Melbourne, but it's always been Melbourne-
Collingwood."



There's speculation in the media that 90% of Monday's crowd will be supporting the away team.



The crowd was 59,548 after Demetriou said that 60,000 was the minimum acceptable. The Melbourne support actually
looked pretty reasonable.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 10-06-2008 02:53
_____________________________________

Half way through the season, the general concensus seems to be that the top 8 is locked away. With North Melbourne
only 2 points clear of 9th and 10th, I think that's a bit premature. Then again, look at the teams who are 9th and 10th and
you can see why people might think it's all over.



1 Hawthorn 40 – there's not much to like about this mob. Their president is Jeff Kennett, former Liberal premier of Victoria;
their coach, Alistair Clarkson, is an obnoxious bully; their playing group, on the field, are a bunch of thugs; off the field,
they are even worse but, for legal reasons, nobody's allowed to talk about it even though we all know about it. Oh, and
they play in brown. Will not win this year's premiership; in fact, I'm not convinced they'll even make the grand final.



2 Geelong 40 – 10 wins out of 11 despite rarely reaching the heights of last season. Should make it 2 in a row.
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3 Western Bulldogs 38 – if we forget about the horrible Jason Akermanis, there's a lot to like here. This is where they were
expected to be last season but they finished 4th bottom. Players have returned from injury, a couple of big men have
been added and some skinny players have put some beef on. I think they will fall just short of a first flag since 1954.



4 Adelaide 32 – very surprised they're 4th after a big turnover of personnel before the season. Have a much tougher
fixture list in the second half of the season so will slip a bit.



5 Sydney 30 – as with Adelaide, I foolishly wrote them off as ageing has beens. Should finish 4th. Will beat Hawthorn if
they meet in September.



6 Collingwood 28- have developed a habit of playing well against Geelong. Will not win the flag.



7 Brisbane 28 – an impressive young defence, a talented and experienced midfield and 2 of the best forwards in the AFL.
An outside chance of top 4.



8 North Melbourne 22 – have developed a habit of playing well against Hawthorn but nothing the top 4 need to worry too
much about.



9 St Kilda 20 – have fooled even more people than Fremantle – I tipped us to finish second on the old board! Now everyone
knows we're shite.



10 Carlton 20 – who'd have thought it – just 2 points out of the top 8. The way St Kilda and Port are going, could finish 9th.



11 Port Adelaide 16 – really should be in the top 8 but disastrous final quarter collapses (or "chokes") have blown their
finals chances.



12 Richmond 14 – a handful of decent performances but still basically crap.



13 West Coast 8 – I tipped them for the finals! Not in as bad shape as other struggling teams, though, as they do have
some younger players emerging.



14 Essendon 8 – a decent pre-season cup and 2 wins in the first 3 games. It's all gone horribly wrong since. Haven't
missed out on the finals 4 years in a row since the 70s. They could miss out for a few more years yet as rebuilding will be
difficult with the new teams getting all the top draft picks.



15 Fremantle 4 – facing massive problems for the same reasons as Essendon but they also have the oldest list in the
competition.



16 Melbourne 4 – I tipped them for the wooden spoon but so did everybody else so I'm not really clever.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 10-06-2008 04:08
_____________________________________

Thanks as always for the overview, Malbourne Arab.  I'd like to see the Bulldogs win.  The lack of glamour or hype about
the club is refreshing in the modern world.  Also, my wife's aunty lives just down the road from the EJ Whitten Oval.



Any chance of a PM on the Hawthorn misdemeanours?  In Sydney we don't get a lot of water cooler discussion on AFL.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 10-06-2008 05:42
_____________________________________

Rory Bunk wrote:



Any chance of a PM on the Hawthorn misdemeanours?  In Sydney we don't get a lot of water cooler discussion on AFL.



Done!

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 10-06-2008 07:37
_____________________________________

Nice wrap, MA.... and thanks for reminding us of some of your pre-season predictions!



Meanwhile, in today's "Advertiser", Port coach Mark Williams talked his way around his team's latest last quarter fiasco
with the usual meaningless coaching-babble:



"...We're riding out of a bumpy patch at the moement. We're continually learning from it, analysing it. The players are
watching more tape. And then they will train to get better and better".



Sounds like something from the "Coaching for Idiots" manual.....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 19-06-2008 04:24
_____________________________________

I wish I'd known about this. Write a letter to St Kilda coach Ross Lyon and he'll change team selection (especially if
you're a lawyer). I wonder how many letters he's received suggesting he should resign.



St Kilda coach Ross Lyon says letters from concerned supporters have helped shape his view that he needs to introduce
new blood into the AFL team.



Ruckman Ben McEvoy will make his debut against Fremantle on Friday night, with Lyon saying there could also be
another one or two young players brought into the side.



The coach said with the Saints losing four of their past five games, it was time to ignore reputations and put all players on
notice that they would be dropped if they did not follow team "values".



"Reputations really count for nothing, particularly when you're 5-7 and you've won one out of five," Lyon said.



Lyon said he had taken note of complaints from supporters who believed some players were persevered with despite
their performances not warranting continued selection.



"There's no doubt you get letters from supporters and probably (they are saying) `a few of the players have been given a
lot of opportunities'," he said.



"'We see the same broken tackles, we see the same missed shots at goal and we implore you to give youth an
opportunity'.



Asked if any letters had particularly stuck in his mind, Lyon said there was one from a Melbourne lawyer urging change.



"It was basically that message: `The time's now and we implore you for the club and its future to make some hard
decisions.'



"They ring true, those messages, they're a bit like some media articles, when they're factual and they've got some good
research in them, you can take a bit out of them."

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 19-06-2008 05:51
_____________________________________

Melbourne, no St Kilda report this week?  Was the predictable capitulation to the Swans enough to trigger a bout of
futility about Saints match reports?

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
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Posted by Melbourne Arab - 19-06-2008 07:15
_____________________________________

I only do games that I go to - it was an embarrassing performance though.



I'm expecting a shocker of a crowd tomorrow night.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 19-06-2008 07:31
_____________________________________

At least Ross Lyon appears to be receptive to criticism and prepared to take new ideas on board..... journalists criticising
Mark Williams' tactics and Port Power players' performances recently have received belligerent Emails from the club
"demanding to know their sources...", according to Michelangelo Rucci in last Monday's "Advertiser".

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Buddy Love - 20-06-2008 16:59
_____________________________________

Crucial win for the Saints tonight against Freo, referred to by the AFL website as a conservative grind. Perhaps not
pleasant viewing then. How did the newboys perform MA?



Looking forward to Lions v Crows this weekend should be a good test for both teams.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Buddy Love - 20-06-2008 20:11
_____________________________________

OH yes, Bryan Strauchan will play in the White Whitten Legends game this season.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 21-06-2008 08:45
_____________________________________

 Round 13

St Kilda 65 Fremantle 57

Crowd 22,440 



When this fixture was scheduled for the prestige Friday night slot, it probably made some sense. According to the
bookies, both teams would be top 4 and the recent history of matches between these two is incident packed:



2005 – “Whispers in the sky.” In the days leading up to the game in Perth, St Kilda coach Grant Thomas was fined $20k for
criticising the standard of AFL umpiring. The umpires took their revenge by awarding Fremantle a string of soft free kicks
inside 50 resulting in 5 goals and not giving St Kilda a single free kick in range of goal. On the plane after the game, a
journalist heard one umpire say to another “now I know what it feels like to have a win.” The remark was also heard by
Collingwood president Eddie McGuire who had been commentating on the game. A day later, he claimed he hadn’t heard
anything presumably after a call from AFL HQ. The AFL took no action. The bastards.



2006 – Sirengate. With Fremantle 1 point ahead in Launceston, the siren sounds but the umpires  don’t hear it. St Kilda
kick a point for a draw. Three days later, the AFL take away St Kilda’s 2 points and hand them to Freo. The bastards. St
Kilda miss the top 4 by 2 points.



2007 – Jeff Farmer v Steven Baker.  An off the ball incident sees Freo’s Farmer lying on the ground and St Kilda’s Baker
scurrying away from the scene. The umpires see nothing, the tv cameras don’t capture it but there is 1 witness – a totally
unbiased member of Freo’s coaching staff. Despite having no-one to back  up his statement and Farmer writing to the
AFL to say there was nothing to it, the AFL tribunal suspends Baker for 7 games. The bastards.
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Before last night, the 2 teams had won 7 of 24 games between them and the lack of interest in the match led to the
smallest St Kilda home crowd for 5 years.



There was one point of interest, however. When the teams were announced, 2 big names had been dropped for St Kilda –
Steven Milne and Nick Dal Santo. Milne, with 27 goals, is the leading goalkicker this season. However, 7 of those were in
1 game and many of the rest were soft goals in meaningless final quarters when the game was lost. If Milne has laid a
tackle this season, I missed it. Nowadays, small forwards are being measured on their tackling as much as their scoring
and Milne just can’t do it. Dal Santo is one of St Kilda’s genuine elite players but has had a disappointing season and is
perceived by many as soft. He does appear to be more interested in posing topless in the papers and keeping his hair in
place rather than working as hard as Lenny Hayes or Luke Ball. Is this a kick up the arse or could he be trade bait later
this year?



Coming into the side were 3 debutants  - Robert Eddy and Jarryd Allen (the 40th and 59th picks in the 2006 draft)and
Ben McEvoy (pick 9 in 2007). There was a lot of interest in McEvoy, St Kilda’s highest pick in recent times in the best
draft since 2001. All 3 had reasonable, if unspectacular, debuts but it was their mere presence that was revealing. In the
last 3 years, St Kilda have fielded fewer new players than any other club – just 8, compared to Brisbane’s 26. To go from 8
in 3 years to 3 in 1 night illustrates how desperate things have become.



As always, the first quarter went well. It featured one of the most remarkable individual performances of the season as
Lenny Hayes single handedly took control of the game with 11 kicks, 5 handballs, 1 goal, 1 behind and 2 tackles. Then,
he did his hamstring. If there is 1 player St Kilda can’t afford to be without, it’s Lenny Hayes. He played just one quarter of
the match and still ended up as one of St Kilda’s top 10 possession getters. St Kilda led 39-12 but after Hayes went off,
Fremantle fought back. Matthew Pavlich kicked 4 by half time and St Kilda’s 7 point lead was clearly not going to be
enough. 



When Fremantle went ahead early in the third quarter, we all sensed it was game over; but this is Fremantle we’re talking
about. They’re the club every footy tipper hates and, sure enough, they blew it. St Kilda fought back to lead by 11 at three
quarter time and managed to hold on.



Despite the welcome win, this was a dire, ultra defensive game. Fremantle flooded back on masse early on. St Kilda did
likewise in the final quarter. Neither side had a clue how to deal with the defensive tactics. St Kilda’s chipping backwards
and sideways in the last few minutes, grimly hanging on, had boos ringing round the ground though if all out attack had
resulted in Fremantle breaking free and winning the game, the booing would have been a lot louder. 



Listening to SEN’s talkback show driving home, the host Mark Fine (a St Kilda fan) simply said:”we got the 4 points, a few
young kids got a win under the belts but that was not football. At least not the kind of football I want to watch.”



I don’t know how long Lenny Hayes will be out for but we’ll lose every game he misses.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 22-06-2008 14:35
_____________________________________

Buddy Love wrote:

OH yes, Bryan Strauchan will play in the White Whitten Legends game this season.



Here's his goal from last year:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rsCjSXctSxk

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 22-06-2008 14:40
_____________________________________

Last night, the 2006 Premiers played the 2007 Premiers:



West Coast 47 Geelong 182



West Coast's biggest ever defeat at Subiaco. The bottom 3 in the ladder now reads:
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14 Fremantle (2006 Preliminary Finalists)

15 West Coast (2006 Premiers, 2007 Semi Finalists)

16 Melbourne (2006 Semi Finalists)



It's a struggle to keep up with the pace of change in this competition.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Buddy Love - 22-06-2008 20:49
_____________________________________

Its a ridiculous turn around isn't it. Weren't West Coast top (or second) at this stage last season?



Obviously Cousins and Judd are great players but their departure can't be the only reason for West Coast's demise.



Freo's demise is odd, especially given that they 'strengthened' their team at the start of last season. Perhaps they were
never that good anyway.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Buddy Love - 26-06-2008 17:39
_____________________________________

I see that the Crows have a tricky next 4 games which could jeopardise their chances of making the top 4 now - Geelong
at AAMI, Collingwood at the 'G, Port in the Showdown (Port home game) and the Swans in Sydney.



They have some easier games to follow, but I imagine they will lose to Geelong, meaning a defeat to Sydney would
probably mean that they can't make the top 4. Collingwood in Melbourne and the game against Port are certainly
winnable, but won't be easy.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 27-06-2008 03:18
_____________________________________

Yes, will be tough for the Crows, particularly as they will be without Andrew Macleod for the next few weeks.



Port are in disarray- their CEO John James has just resigned and they are heading to Darwin at the weekend to play
Footscray without having done much preparation. Mark Williams says that he has given up hope of making the finals, but
some players are still clinging to the hope of making it. I suppose that is a vindication of the top 8 finals system... that a
team that is close to bottom and playing like rubbish can still cling to the hope of a spot in the Finals...

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 28-06-2008 04:10
_____________________________________

Early this morning, West Coast's Daniel Kerr was stung by a stingray at the club's recovery session at St Kilda beach
following last night's defeat to Hawthorn at the MCG. He's apparently suffering excruciating pain but will be ok.



Amazingly, he's the second AFL player to have been stung at a beach recovery session this season - Jarrad Grant of the
Western Bulldogs had the same misfortune at Port Melbourne a few months back.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Buddy Love - 28-06-2008 12:31
_____________________________________

Message Board - When Saturday Comes - The Half Decent Football Magazine FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 30 August, 2008, 02:39



Ouch! Hope he recovers - they could do without losing him for too long.



The interchange debate has flared up again! Saints effectively penalised with a 150m penalty having had 19 men on the
ground for about 2 seconds. They lost a 4 point lead as a result. Fortunately, they haven't been put off, and are back with
an 11 point lead with 6 minutes to play. Err... make that a 17 point lead! Go Saints!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 28-06-2008 13:29
_____________________________________

I’d like to endorse the remark made by one of Channel Ten’s commentators at the end of tonight’s game on the Gold
Coast – “what an amazing game of football.”



At quarter time, I was all for sacking Ross Lyon as coach as St Kilda recorded just 3 behinds in a truly pitiful
performance. North Melbourne moved into a 36-3 lead early in the second quarter and the season was well and truly
over. However, there was a bit of a revival and the 16 point deficit at three quarter time gave us a glimmer of hope. 



The final quarter was glorious. North’s only goal was the interchange infringement fiasco Buddy Love mentions. This
happened just after St Kilda had taken the lead for the first time. Ten’s commentators loved the controversy:



“that decision could shape the final 8.”



“it could be a season defining moment.”



“you can just sense the St Kilda players heads have dropped.”



Against all expectations, St Kilda rallied and the final quarter was a 6 goal to 1 slaughter.  Nick Riewoldt was brilliant (it
was noticeable that he got a big roar from the crowd every time he touched the ball. The locals, strongly backing St Kilda,
obviously want him as their captain when they get into the AFL).  St Kilda are back in the 8 with Carlton, currently 9th, up
next. 



I’ll let those wise men at Ten sum it up:



“this could be a watershed for St Kilda’s season.”



“I’ve never seen the St Kilda players so happy after a win.”

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 29-06-2008 00:38
_____________________________________

Bloody hell, Melbourne is a dangerous place. First stingrays, now this:



http://www.theage.com.au/national/afl-footballer-critical-after-hit-by-tram-20080629-2yme.html

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 29-06-2008 22:47
_____________________________________

Crikey.  Trams, footy playes... you can't get any more Melbourne than that.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Nogoalsnoglory - 02-07-2008 01:50
_____________________________________

I said the Eagles wouldn't miss Judd and Cousins that much. Idiot. In their pomp they could pick 70 odd possessions
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between them, which make s afair impact on the game.



That said, the Eagles have been awful and injuries doesn't cut it as an excuse. John Worsfold, a really good guy, lost it
last week on the radio. Never a good sign.



You wonder how much has had to change behind the scenes with the club under so much scrutiny after the Cousins
fiasco.



Best now for the Eagles to finish bottom and get the last pure draft pick before the restrictions come in ahead of the
expansion teams.



Freo must be grateful the Eagles are taking the heat. Another dire season with their supposedly top class list. If Pavlich
ever gets injured they'll be relegated - and there is no relegation.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 02-07-2008 04:26
_____________________________________

The 2 players who are being widely tipped to go 1 and 2 in this year's national draft are a WA based Fijian and a young
kid from Perth so it might work out quite nicely for West Coast and Freo. Melbourne have reportedly got their eye on a
Victorian based basketball player who has switched sports and is kicking goals for fun.



Speaking of Ben Cousins, he has joined Port Melbourne in the VFL with a view to nominating himself in the draft. His
agent claims that one Melbourne club is seriously interested and several others have made enquiries.



Encouraging news re Graham Polak after the tram incident – he's out of the coma although it's too early to say if he'll ever
play again. His head hit the tram with such force that the windscreen was shattered.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 07-07-2008 08:26
_____________________________________

In just his third game back after assaulting West Coast's Brent Staker in Round 4, Barry Hall was at it again at the
weekend this time striking (or "attempting to strike" as the AFL put it) Collingwood's Shane Wakelin on the face. Hall has
been charged by the AFL but, more significantly, Sydney have suspended him indefinitely and ordered him to seek
psychological help. Obviously, all the remorse and "I'm not a bad boy really" stuff from a few weeks ago was a lot of
shite. He's a moronic thug and that's all there is to it.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 08-07-2008 01:22
_____________________________________

And guess what?.....Every TV channel in the country will replay Hall's king hit on Wakelin about twenty times during the
week, like they secretly revel in it, despite some muted condemnation of Hall.



Brave of the Swans to drop him, though- it may even hurt their finals chances.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 08-07-2008 01:38
_____________________________________

Well it would be brave of the Swans to drop him if he was any good.  He's rubbish.  Cow's arese, banjo etc.

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 08-07-2008 01:45
_____________________________________

...I don't think the Swans themselves see it that way. Whenever I see them play, they are always looking to kick to him,
and he seems to be a crowd favourite. Dropping him could hurt their crowd figures....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 08-07-2008 04:33
_____________________________________

... And I just heard on the radio that Wakelin claimed he faked it in order to stage for a free kick, and that Hall hardly
touched him!



And to think that not long ago, the aussie rules community used to sneer at soccer players for doing that sort of thing.
Now they do it themselves- seems like they are slowly catching up with the rest of the world!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 08-07-2008 07:53
_____________________________________

Sydney coped really well without Hall during his last suspension - they only lost once and that was to the second placed
Western Bulldogs.



When Hall's out they need to find alternative routes to goal rather than constantly going through him even though he is
usually double or even triple manned.



Sydney's biggest problem on Saturday was probably the absence of Adam Goodes through suspension. Goodes seems
to have the same sort of anger management issues as Hall albeit less severe.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 08-07-2008 07:57
_____________________________________

trimster wrote:

... And I just heard on the radio that Wakelin claimed he faked it in order to stage for a free kick, and that Hall hardly
touched him!



And to think that not long ago, the aussie rules community used to sneer at soccer players for doing that sort of thing.
Now they do it themselves- seems like they are slowly catching up with the rest of the world!



This is what Hawthorn's Campbell Brown said about diving recently. I'm not sure about his claim that soccer clubs have
been teaching diving at junior clinics:



GRAHAM Kennedy would be proud that Australian acting is alive and well — unfortunately, the good work is not being
conducted in studios, but on our football fields. And some of the acting is worthy of Logie award nominations.



I'm referring to players diving and staging for free kicks — an alarming practice that I believe is becoming far too common.



There would scarcely be a player who hasn't over-emphasised a touch or movement at some stage to try to gain the
attention of the umpire and receive a free kick. That might commonly involve exaggerated moves in a marking contest or
throwing your body forward in a tackle. But what we are seeing this season is increasingly widespread staging — when
players get in a push and a shove and one player dives to the ground.



Most of us would have watched soccer and seen players go to ground after the sort of contact that a child taking his first
steps could withstand. Soccer people call it simulation, others use the terms embellishment or strategy and believe that if
their team is awarded a free kick, all is well.



The practice became so common that clubs were teaching young players how to dive at junior clinics. The world body,
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FIFA, had to act and did so by bringing in a rule allowing the referee to "yellow card" any player he deemed to have
exaggerated the amount of contact present in a challenge.



Well, I'm seeing this in football. It is not in the spirit of the game, it is a blight on our great game and it must be controlled.



I think these acts have become more prevalent because players and teams are trying to seek any advantage they can,
whether that be physical or mental.



If this trend continues, the AFL should consider a similar response to the soccer solution and instruct umpires to award
free kicks against players who they deem are blatantly staging. This will eliminate the problem before it becomes an
epidemic.



As soon as the umpires' intentions are communicated and become clear, players will think before they "act" and, if
penalised, disadvantage their team.



The AFL introduced fines for wrestling because of the image the behaviour was sending to the community. With the
assistance of a financial deterrent, players quickly got the message that it was generally not worth it.



Staging, diving or whatever you want to call it has just as detrimental an affect. I propose that the AFL also reviews
games in which it believes players have staged for a free kick and financially penalise them accordingly.



This keeps added pressure off the umpires, who don't get the luxury of seeing repeated replays and slow motion views to
pick up all incidents of staging. Umpires often have just a split second to make a decision and may not even be in the
best position to make the call, and would often have to give the player the benefit of the doubt.



Players that exaggerate, embellish, simulate or dive deserve to be censured. It's the only way to make our great game a
fairer contest and a better spectacle

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 09-07-2008 02:28
_____________________________________

Melbourne Arab wrote:



I think these acts have become more prevalent because players and teams are trying to seek any advantage they can,
whether that be physical or mental.





Heh, gotta love it.  When it happens in footy, it's because someone is trying to gain an advantage, but when it happened
first in soccer, it was presumably out of some malice or underlying thespian or effette streak.  It's refreshingly naive,
Australian sport.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 11-07-2008 04:41
_____________________________________

It's a "kick in the guts for the AFL" according to The Age.



The Herald Sun calls it "a dramatic setback for the Gold Coast franchise."



Michael Voss has knocked back a 3 year contract to coach the Gold Coast because it would effectively have been just a
1 year deal as an AFL coach following 2 years of preparation. Instead, he's accepted a 2 year deal to become an
assistant coach at West Coast.



The AFL have said that there is huge interest in coaching the Gold Coast. That may be true but there is no-one to match
the profile in Queensland that Voss has.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
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Posted by Rory Bunk - 11-07-2008 08:44
_____________________________________

What is the deal with Michael Voss?  He's being touted as a coaching messiah yet I can't recall him having any coaching
experience.  Are we talking Bryan (was a great player so worth a punt as a coach) Robson here?  It just seems like
there's an enourmous amount of hype - maybe all due to the marketability which you mention - but I would have thought
getting a coach who can make the team win would be of uppermost priority for a new franchise.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 12-07-2008 01:57
_____________________________________

Round 15

Carlton 87 St Kilda 119

Crowd 55,658



As I’ve mentioned previously, there have been a few shockers on Friday nights this season leading to suggestions that
the fixture list be made more flexible – instead of the Friday game being selected before the season starts it could be done
6 weeks in advance in attempt to reflect who is actually playing well and in contention for the finals.  There can’t be any
complaints about this game – it was certainly the best I’ve been to all season and I suspect it’s the one Channel 7 would
have wanted this weekend anyway.



It had all the ingredients – St Kilda 8th after 2 wins in a row (that’s what constitutes a hot streak these days), Carlton 9th
after 3 wins in 4. The loser wouldn’t definitely be out of the finals race but it would be a big setback. Carlton are resurgent –
3 number 1 draft picks in a row, Chris Judd and more than 40,000 members. St Kilda are on the wane but have won a
remarkable 10 in a row against Carlton the last defeat being August 2001.



This was St Kilda’s first game at the MCG in 2008 and my first vist there in the 10 months since the epic preliminary final
between Geelong and Collingwood. The only reason the game was at the G was because Catholics had taken over
Telstra Dome for the evening (crowd 30,000). A good thing as it turned out – the MCG crowd was bigger than the Dome’s
capacity.



Carlton started at a furious pace and dominated the first quarter. However, their woeful kicking (2 goals, 8 behinds) left
them with just a 4 point lead at quarter time.  In fact, St Kilda nearly had an underserved lead – first, David Armitage ran
through on an open goal and missed; then, Lenny Hayes hit the post from 25m out just before the siren which would
have put St Kilda a point in front.



At the start of the second quarter, there was a major turning point. Brendan Fevola, who had a terrible night, gave away
a 50m penalty when Carlton were in attack. The ball was quickly down the other end for a goal and St Kilda were in front.
St Kilda ran riot for the rest of the second term kicking 7 goals and establishing a 22 point half time lead. Lenny Hayes,
brilliant as always, constantly emerged from packs with the ball and Nick Riewoldt and Justin Koschitzke
(Kosi)dominated in the air in the forward line. Riewoldt finished with 3 goals and 12 marks, Kosi with 2 goals and
crumbing forward Steven Milne kicked 5.



The trend continued into the third quarter with St Kilda’s lead out to 93-60. A 33 point lead is an awkward one. If St Kilda
are 33 points down, I will announce to my son “the game’s over. We’ve no chance.” If St Kilda are 33 points up, I will say “if
they get a couple of goals they’re right back in it.”

Carlton didn’t just get a couple of goals – they got 4 in a row. After the first 2 from Eddie Betts (who, coincidentally, I
brought into my supercoach team this week), the Carlton fans started getting excited. The next 2 goals, from Fevola and
Waite, had the crowd in a frenzy. Judd had taken over from Hayes in winning the centre clearances and St Kilda couldn’t
get out of their defensive half. Halfway through the third quarter, Carlton had scored 26 points to St Kilda’s nil. I started to
feel sick.



The goal that settled the nerves, and ultimately clinched the match, was a stunner. Kosi took a mark on the boundary line
at an impossible angle. He looked to give the ball off but there were no options so set himself up for a shot a goal. A
behind was the best I expected. Kosi is not the most reliable of goalkickers. He was kicking right in front of the St Kilda
support. When it went through posts, the place erupted. I lost my voice, grown men were hugging each other and there
was much dancing in the aisles. Best moment of the season. Carlton’s heads went down, St Kilda kicked the final 3 goals
of the game and the Carlton bandwagon jumpers were off home before the final siren.



St Kilda are now joint 5th with Collingwood, Adelaide and Brisbane. Collingwood play Adelaide today so we’ll obviously
benefit from that. After next week’s tough game against Hawthorn, we’ve actually got a reasonable run in. With Steven
Baker, Michael Gardiner, Adam Schneider and Xavier Clarke all nearly ready to return from injury, I’m almost feeling
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mildly optimistic.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 13-07-2008 03:59
_____________________________________

Surely you are feeling more than a bit optimistic now, MA? Some of your players who looked out of it a few weeks ago
are playing much better now- like Milne.



Most bizarre bit of AFL news I have seen in the last few days is the AFL suggestion that the new western Sydney team
be called "Celtic"!! After soccer spent decades trying to remove ethnic club names from the national competition, it would
be incredible if the AFL suddenly introduced one!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 13-07-2008 11:02
_____________________________________

Even the BBC have picked up on this Sydney Celtics story which has to be the daftest idea I have ever heard. I don’t
often agree with Collingwood president Eddie McGuire (who, funnily enough, is also president of the Melbourne branch
of the Celtic supporters club) but he is spot on in ridiculing this nonsense.  McGuire is asking if the AFL should be
expanding at all in the current economic climate. Australian basketball is at death’s door and the CEO of the Australian
Rugby Union recently predicted that one of the rugby codes will not survive the next few years. There’s no doubt that the
NRL is in a very bad way.



Perhaps the Gold Coast franchise will work (at least it’s got a fighting chance) but I think western Sydney will be a
disaster. Even those sections of the Melbourne media who fall over themselves to cheerlead everything that comes out
of AFL House can see no merit in this. There was a story in The Age a few days ago saying that there are only 8 junior
Aussie Rules teams in Sydney’s west and they have to combine age groups to field a team. The attendances at the
Swans’ games at ANZ Stadium this year have been dramatically down on last year (and it’s only a few months ago that
the AFL were using ANZ Stadium crowds as proof of the large potential supporter base in the west) and Sydney’s
membership in Sydney is at its lowest for years. Sydney now have the lowest membership in the AFL in terms of home
town support, several thousand behind Brisbane. If it wasn’t for Sydney’s large, and growing, membership in Melbourne,
the Swans simply would not be viable.



81% of footy fans in a recent Herald Sun survey believe Tasmania should get a team before western Sydney. I’m amazed
it’s not 100%.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 14-07-2008 21:05
_____________________________________

Sydney Celtics! That's one of the stupidest things I've ever heard. I couldn't agree more that an AFL state like Tassie
should have a team ahead of West Sydney.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 14-07-2008 23:48
_____________________________________

There's a short list of 5 nicknames for the new Gold Coast team with the final choice to be announced in September:



Ironmen

Guards

Marlins

Rays

Stingrays
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Sharks was ruled out to avoid confusion with Southport, Cronulla and Greg Norman.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Nogoalsnoglory - 15-07-2008 08:48
_____________________________________

I assume Bindi Irwin won't be the patron if they choose Stingrays?



In related news the WA teams have both announced name changes.



The West Coast Eagles will now be called The Pathetic Surrending Bastards while the Fremantle Dockers will be known
as the Fucking Useless Bunch of Fucking Fuckwits.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 15-07-2008 17:59
_____________________________________

I forgot to comment on the 'Eddie McGuire head of Celtic supporters club in Melbourne' story in your long post MA. I
never imagined in a million years that he would have an afinity for soccer. Perhaps it's just because he's so pro-
Collingwood that I think that.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 16-07-2008 00:43
_____________________________________

Wasn't Eddie's father a Scottish migrant?

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 16-07-2008 02:44
_____________________________________

Eddie McGuire's father is, indeed, Scottish and a lifelong Celtic fan.

 

Despite the rivalry of the codes, there are quite a few prominent AFL types who love the round ball game and there's a
fair amount of exchanging of ideas takes place between Melbourne Victory and the AFL clubs.



Collingwood and Melbourne Victory train practically side by side and the clubs seem to have built up a close working
relationship. Ernie Merrick and his coaching staff have run coaching sessions for Collingwood as well as for St Kilda and
the Western Bulldogs (there may be others I'm not aware of). The Bulldogs reciprocated a couple of seasons ago when
Rodney Eade and Brad Johnson took a Victory session.



When Melbourne Victory reached the finals 2 seasons ago, both Collingwood's Nathan Buckley and Essendon's James
Hird gave talks to the Victory players on how to cope with playing finals. Both players made a dash for the changing
rooms immediately after Melbourne beat Adelaide 2-1. Hird, in fact, was a soccer player in his youth in Canberra - he
didn't even play Aussie Rules until his early teens which might explain why he went at such a low draft pick before
becoming one of the all time greats.



Ernie Merrick is a mate of Adelaide coach Neil Craig and both undertook that strange "second pre-season" experiment in
06/07. Many believe ramping up the training load near the end of the 2006 season cost Adelaide a flag. Was it just
coincidence that they had so many injuries straight after? Melbourne Victory had a late season slump in form after they
did the extra training.



Other AFL soccer fans:



Matthew Lloyd (Essendon) – grew up in Scotland, supports Aberdeen and is regularly seen at Melbourne Victory games.
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David Schwarz (ex Melbourne) – now commentates for SEN and Seven. Is a Melbourne Victory member.



Brendan Fevola (Carlton) – my boss' son plays in the same indoor 5 a side team as Fev. He reckons Fev is the best
player in the competition but he's "a bit physical" – I think a lot of opposition players are intimidated by his size and
strength. 



Fevola, of course, is only one of many AFL players with Greek or Italian heritage. Obviously, you can't assume they're all
lovers of the round ball game but I know that St Kilda pair Leigh Montagna and Nick Dal Santo definitely are.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 16-07-2008 04:52
_____________________________________

... And fitness coaches from Aussie Rules backgrounds may have contributed to Adelaide United's huge injury list last
season, according to some...!



But you are right... the contempt and antagonism that kept the two codes miles apart in the old days is no longer there
amongst the participants- despite the attitudes of some fans of both codes.



Gavin Wanganeen, now retired from AFL, plays amateur league soccer in Adelaide- and is really good, as you would
expect (I always thought he looked and moved more like a soccer player than an aussie rules player.) Even in my playing
days, I knew guys who swapped around from code to code, and were equally good at both.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 16-07-2008 20:15
_____________________________________

Thanks for the info. I agree with the sentiments on the 2006 Crows! They were playing superbly and ended up crawling
over the line, and struggling in the finals. Shame.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 17-07-2008 00:36
_____________________________________

...And former Adelaide United winger Freddie Agius is another recent example of a player moving between codes. After
leaving AU in 2004, he played aussie rules with Centrals in the SANFL, then soccer with several state league clubs, the
latest being Adelaide City.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 18-07-2008 02:16
_____________________________________

Following the doubts expressed by the chairmen of Collingwood and Richmond about the wisdom of the AFL moving into
western Sydney, Andrew Demetriou has popped up in Sydney for a press conference/photoshoot with the Mayor of
Blacktown. 



The AFL are setting the bar very low – Demetriou is targeting just 5-10,000 members for the new club in the early years
with 20,000 to be achieved in 25 years. This club is going to cost an absolute fortune to prop up. A Tasmanian team set
up today would probably have 20,000 members by next Friday.



The Tasmanian consortium is pressing ahead with it's bid having received promises from sponsors and with the clear
backing of the public. Their only hope, though, will be if a Melbourne club falls over and is forced to relocate. North
Melbourne announced a 45% increase in memberships this week but the big test will be how many renew next year.
Melbourne are $5m in debt and the Western Bulldogs are not far behind with the lowest membership in Victoria.

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Nogoalsnoglory - 18-07-2008 09:34
_____________________________________

Add Glen Jakovich and former Eagles ruckman Ryan Turnbull to the footy stars who love real footy.



Jako stands on the terraces at Glory games and has a few beers afterwards. Ryan has been going to games since the
club started.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 20-07-2008 02:14
_____________________________________

Round 16

St Kilda 119 Hawthorn 89

Crowd 41,886



In 2007, St Kilda were absolutely awful for the first half of the season but were the third best side in the competition in the
second half behind only grand finalists Geelong and Port Adelaide.



In 2008, St Kilda were shit for the first half of the season. Further up this thread, I suggested that we would be better off
tanking for a high draft pick rather than wasting time going for a finals place. Now, after 4 wins in a row, we’re joint 5th
and even 4th place is not impossible. For the second week in a row, we’ve witnessed a classic. Bearing in mind the
calibre of the opposition, this was even better than last week. Had Hawthorn won, they would have gone second.



This was St Kilda’s 4th game against one of the three runaway leaders in the league. We’ve been soundly beaten by
Geelong and the Western Bulldogs (twice) in the previous 3 and, in the first half, this was shaping up to be the biggest
defeat of the season.



Hawthorn kicked the first goal in the first minute and St Kilda were never close as the lead was stretched to 6 goals in the
second quarter. A goal right on half time pegged it back to 28 points. The strange thing was that St Kilda had the bulk of
the possession. Hawthorn were dominating inside 50s (which eventually finished 46 each) because, when they had the
ball, they were very direct, launching it long and quick to their forwards. St Kilda were going handball crazy (final total 190
to Hawthorn’s 128) working the ball sideways and backwards and going around in circles. The gulf in class was obvious.



What happened in the third quarter defied belief.The goals were flying in from everywhere – 8 of them in a single quarter,
that’s a goal every 4 minutes. Against the third best team in the league. Nick Riewoldt kicked 3 including a stunner from
near the boundary line but the real story was Jason Blake. Blake is the whipping boy of the St Kilda support. He can play
in defence, in the ruck, in the forward line or as a tagger. At best, he is barely competent in any of these roles, the classic
utility player. In the third quarter he kicked 3 goals. He doesn’t normally kick 3 in an entire season. St Kilda led by 9 points
at 3 quarter time after a remarkable 50-13 quarter.



Hawthorn managed just 1 more goal for the night as St Kilda won the second half by a staggering 10 goal margin. For
the second week in a row, there were un-AFL, almost soccer style, scenes of wild jubilation the chanting ringing right
round the ground and spilling onto the streets outside after the game. These are strange times and I’m not sure where
this might lead. The next 2 games, against West Coast and Port Adelaide are very winnable and then we’ve got
Collingwood on a Saturday night at the MCG which is now shaping up as a potentially massive game.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jason voorhees - 20-07-2008 15:53
_____________________________________

Any YouTube links so far ?



Congrats, MA. Best of luck against your favorite team.



Also, what you were saying last week in the post against Carlton, the NFL has been doing the past decade with their
Monday Night Games and Sunday Night Games.
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When you buy tickets, there's a pretty big warning that the game you're buying may not be the date on the ticket.



It works out pretty well, but only because most of the games have been sold out for years and the networks/league has
all the leverage in the world.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Nogoalsnoglory - 21-07-2008 06:21
_____________________________________

Very winnable? Unlosable, in the case of the Eagles.



They have given up. You can't prove tanking and they will deny it black and blue but they are, to coin an OTF phrase,
cheese-eating surrender monkeys, focused only on the extyra draft picks finsihing last will bring.



They are not the only ones. Melbourne yesterday led by 30-odd points against the Dockers at quarter time. Then they
stopped playing. Freo improved but the Demons simply packed it in.



Much was made in the commentary about the blunder Melbourne made in winning a game against Carlton last season.
The victory meant they did not have two seasons in a row where they won only four games.



This meant they missed a priority draft pick and chance to get involved in the Chris Judd trade.



It is a mistake they do not intend to make twice. In AFL they talk about the battle to avoid the wooden spoon (finishing
last).



This season there is a battle on to avoid not finishing last.



Unless they AFL sorts this out the competition's credibility is going to get seriously eroded.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 21-07-2008 06:40
_____________________________________

Another tough, closely contested "showdown" in Adelaide saw underdogs Port get up by two goals. One thing this match
did show was that the Crows no longer have much to offer as a serious finals contender. Without Burton, they have no
match winning forwards.... indeed they have no-one capable of kicking a match winning score. Port's Brett Ebert, a
player with the worst kicking style in the AFL, managed to kick four goals.



And Edwards and MacLeod, usually two of the Crows' most influential midfielders, were seldom sighted during
yesterday's match.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 22-07-2008 11:49
_____________________________________

jason voorhees wrote:

Any YouTube links so far ?



Congrats, MA. Best of luck against your favorite team.







Cheers, JV.



This clip of Saturday night's classic second half is on the long side but I suppose it has to be when you kick 12 goals.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wyxnVndKpE
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 25-07-2008 14:46
_____________________________________

An historic night. The attendance at Hawthorn-Geelong of 86,179 is the largest crowd in VFL/AFL history for a game not
involving Collingwood, Essendon or Carlton.



Geelong have now won 35 of their last 37 games, the best run of results since Collingwood in the 1920s. Last week,
Geelong beat 2nd placed Western Bulldogs by 61 points. Although tonight's margin was just 11 points, Geelong started
the match minus Gary Ablett (their best player), Cameron Ling (the best tagger in the AFL), Darren Milburn (an elite
defender) and speed merchant David Wojcinski. The obnoxious, but hugely talented, Paul Chapman, went off injured
before half time.



Give them the flag now.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 27-07-2008 01:22
_____________________________________

It must be the fear of playing Geelong in the first week of the finals because it seems that no-one wants to finish 4th. The
4 leading contenders all suffered shock defeats yesterday – Sydney, Collingwood, St Kilda and Brisbane. Adelaide and
North Melbourne are now in with a shout.



St Kilda’s 17 point defeat by West Coast in Perth was shameful. Almost as shameful (sour grapes alert) as the
extraordinary umpiring. In a close game, West Coast won the free kick count by an amazing 29-10. One decision really
stood out. Late in the game, with the margin at less than 2 goals, Brendan Goddard was penalised for a high tackle deep
in St Kilda’s defensive 50. It could only have been a high tackle if the West Coast player had been a dwarf. Goddard’s
understandably incredulous reaction resulted in a 50m penalty which made a near certain goal an absolutely certain
goal. From the resulting centre bounce after the goal, West Coast were awarded another mysterious free kick just as St
Kilda were about to break forward. This resulted in another goal.



I deserve to be congratulated for my restraint in not despatching the television into the garden with a drop punt. St Kilda’s
rank awfulness, the corrupt umpires and the creaming his jeans commentary of Glen Jakovich would have pushed a
lesser man over the edge. 



We should have been 5th just 2 points behind Sydney. Now, if North Melbourne win today, we’ll slip out of the 8.



One other point to note was the performance of Michael Gardiner on his return to Perth. He replaced the suspended, and
sorely missed, Justin Koschitzke. Gardiner’s performance was so bad that he registered minus 19 points in the Herald
Sun supercoach scores. The 2 possessions he managed during the game were negated by the all the free kicks he
conceded. He’s not in my team but I do have him listed as an emergency.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 27-07-2008 15:28
_____________________________________

It was an excellent weekend for the Crows. When I logged on to the AFL website on Saturday morning waiting for the
Crows-Swans match to start I was really surprised to see both the Saints and Pies had lost. Richmond winning against
Brisbane was another surprise - I'll look forward to watching the highlights later in the week, the last quarter seemed to
be end to end stuff.



I turned on this morning to see the Bulldogs leading Carlton by something like 12 points, near the end of the third quarter.
This was pleasing as I'd had a bet on them to win by less than 39.5 points. I then witnessed a big turnaround. Every
Blues kick into 50 found Fevola, and he quickly kicked the game in his teams favour. So this means both Carlton and
Richmond have an outside chance of their first finals berth in (I think) 7 years.

============================================================================
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Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 28-07-2008 00:11
_____________________________________

It was a gritty win for the Crows in Sydney... a half-fit Porplyzia was rushed back into their forward lines and managed to
kick five goals. They needed him- their final score of 11.11 was not a convincing tally for a winning side.



Barry Hall was trying so hard not to hurt anyone that he was virtually useless....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 28-07-2008 21:34
_____________________________________

The AFL website has listed the remaining fixtures for those in with a chance of finals action. I've pasted here a summary
of that information. I've had a go at predicting the remaining fixtures, and have listed the final ladder based on those
predictions - tragic!



Geelong - 1st: 64 points (16 wins, one loss), 151.69 per cent 

The run home: 

Rd 18: Richmond at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 19: Melbourne at the MCG, 

Rd 20: Sydney Swans at Telstra Stadium, 

Rd 21: North Melbourne at Skilled Stadium, 

Rd 22: West Coast at Skilled Stadium



Western Bulldogs - 2nd: 54 points (13 wins, three losses, one draw), 123.13 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: Sydney Swans at Manuka Oval, 

Rd 19: North Melbourne at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 20: Brisbane Lions at the Gabba, 

Rd 21: Essendon at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 22: Adelaide at AAMI Stadium



Hawthorn - 3rd: 52 points (13 wins, four losses), 123.08 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: Collingwood at the MCG, 

Rd 19: Brisbane Lions at Aurora Stadium, 

Rd 20: Richmond at the MCG, 

Rd 21: West Coast at Subiaco Oval, 

Rd 22: Carlton at Telstra Dome



Sydney Swans - 4th: 42 points (10 wins, six losses, one draw), 119.96 per cent

The run home:

Rd 18: Western Bulldogs at Manuka Oval, 

Rd 19: Fremantle at the SCG, 

Rd 20: Geelong at ANZ Stadium, 

Rd 21: Collingwood at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 22: Brisbane Lions at the SCG



North Melbourne - 5th: 38 points (nine wins, seven losses, one draw), 97.80 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: Brisbane Lions at Gold Coast Stadium, Rd 19: Western Bulldogs at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 20: Carlton at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 21: Geelong at Skilled Stadium, 

Rd 22: Port Adelaide at the MCG



Collingwood - 6th: 36 point (nine wins, eight losses), 113.47 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: Hawthorn at the MCG, 

Rd 19: St Kilda at the MCG, 

Rd 20: Port Adelaide at AAMI Stadium, 

Rd 21: Sydney Swans at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 22: Fremantle at Subiaco Oval
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Adelaide - 7th: 36 points (nine wins, eight losses), 106.18 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: Carlton at AAMI Stadium, 

Rd 19: Richmond at AAMI Stadium, 

Rd 20: Essendon at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 21: St Kilda at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 22: Western Bulldogs at AAMI Stadium



Brisbane Lions - 8th: 36 points (nine wins, eight losses), 105.27 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: North Melbourne at Gold Coast Stadium, Rd 19: Hawthorn at Aurora Stadium, 

Rd 20: Western Bulldogs at the Gabba, 

Rd 21: Carlton at the Gabba, 

Rd 22: Sydney Swans at the SCG



St Kilda - 9th: 36 points (nine wins, eight losses), 100.63 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: Port Adelaide at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 19: Collingwood at the MCG, 

Rd 20: Fremantle at Subiaco Oval, 

Rd 21: Adelaide at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 22: Essendon at the MCG



Richmond - 10th: 34 points (eight wins, eight losses, one draw), 97.27 per cent

The run home:

Rd 18: Geelong at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 19: Adelaide at AAMI Stadium,

Rd 20: Hawthorn at the MCG, 

Rd 21: Fremantle at the MCG, 

Rd 22: Melbourne at the MCG



Carlton - 11th: 32 points (eight wins, nine losses), 95.97 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: Adelaide at AAMI Stadium, 

Rd 19: Port Adelaide at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 20: North Melbourne at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 21: Brisbane Lions at the Gabba, 

Rd 22: Hawthorn at Telstra Dome



Essendon - 12th: 28 points (seven wins, 10 losses), 86.02 per cent

The run home: 

Rd 18: Melbourne at the MCG, 

Rd 19: West Coast at Subiaco Oval, 

Rd 20: Adelaide at Telstra Dome, 

Rd 21: Western Bulldogs at Telstra Dome,

Rd 22: St Kilda at Telstra Dome





 	Team	         Current Pts Final Pts

1	 GEELONG	  64          80

2	 HAWTHORN	  52          72

3	 WESTERN BULLDOGS 54          62

4	 SYDNEY SWANS	  42          54

5	 COLLINGWOOD	  36          52

6	 ADELAIDE	  36          52

7	 ST KILDA	  36          52

8	 NORTH MELBOURNE  38          50

9	 BRISBANE	  36          48

10 RICHMOND	  34          46

11 CARLTON          32          36

12 ESSENDON         28          32

13 PORT ADELAIDE	  20          24

14 FREO	          16          20

15 WEST COAST	  12          20
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16 MELBOURNE	   8           8





I've predicted 4 wins out of 5 for Saints, Crows and Collingwood which gets them in the top 8 - obviously there is no % to
sort out the teams at the moment in this prediction!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Nogoalsnoglory - 29-07-2008 05:32
_____________________________________

Well, as John Worsfold said in the post match presser "thank goodness for Nogoalsnoglory's fantastic reverse jinx on
OTF, which undoubtedly got us over the line".



For bad umpiring what about the Geelong game? With Hawthorn in attack the umpire gave a dreadful holding the ball
decision, then followed up with a another crap call and a 50 metre penalty to gift Geelong a goal.



Not sure aboput Collingwood. Hell of a form slump and I reckon Hawthorn, Sydney and even the Dockers have a fair
chance of knocking them off (I won't jinx MA's mob).



It looks the most unbalanced top eight ever, with the top three so mucxh better than the predicted fifth downwards and
even the Swans, at fourth, nowhere near as talented - though they will scare the crap out of one of the top three in the
finals.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 29-07-2008 05:54
_____________________________________

The weekend's results caused carnage in office footytipping competitions. As Robert Walls said on the telly last night,
anyone who got more than 3 has no idea what they're doing (I got 3). At the moment, 6 teams could finish 4th and the
finals contenders go right down to 12th place. Even with only 5 games left, it's very hard to predict what might happen.



Doing the same exercise as Jamzinho, I reckon this weekend's match in Canberra between the Western Bulldogs and
Sydney could be the key to 4th place. If Sydney win, they'll be hard to catch. They could lose to Collingwood and
Geelong thereafter but still finish 4th unless somebody else wins 5 out of 5. With Adam Goodes and Barry Hall out of
sorts and Michael O'Loughlin injured, I fancy the Bulldogs which would mean St Kilda making 4th with 4 wins out of 5.



1 Geelong 84

2 Hawthorn 72

3 Western Bulldogs 70

4 St Kilda 52

5 Sydney 50

6 Collingwood 48

7 Brisbane 48

8 Adelaide 44

9 Richmond 42

10 North Melbourne 42

11 Carlton 40

12 Essendon 40

13 Fremantle 24

14 Port Adelaide 24

15 West Coast 12

16 Melbourne 12

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 29-07-2008 06:50
_____________________________________
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A very strange little item in The Age on Sunday – in particular, note one of the words they chose to use.



Is the AFL being totally frank about drug use by footballers? A persistent rumour hawked around by club insiders is that
one of the game's brightest stars has been tested positive 3 times but that it's being kept under wraps because of the
potential fallout.



The piece went on to claim that a rival clubs cheersquad was going to mention it on their banner recently until club
officials got wind of it.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 29-07-2008 08:26
_____________________________________

i think we all know who that is then

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 01-08-2008 04:31
_____________________________________

The AFL is planning to build a third stadium in Melbourne. Although details haven't been finalised, it seems likely that the
new stadium will be in the South Eastern suburbs with the intention being that St Kilda, Melbourne, Richmond and
Hawthorn will play home games there against the likes of Fremantle, Port Adelaide, Gold Coast and West Sydney.



In a truly bizarre piece of news, Mars have said they will spend $4m on sponsoring a Tasmanian AFL side. The timing of
the news is interesting as both Richmond and the Western Bulldogs are struggling to find sponsors for next year.



Incredibly, Mars are going to rebrand the Mars Bar as the Believe Bar for the month of September across the whole of
Australia. Each wrapper will have a number on it inviting people to text in their support for Tasmania!

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 01-08-2008 09:04
_____________________________________

What an odd story! I'm all for a team in Tasmania, so good luck to them, get me a Believe bar.



If that potential new stadium is in the St Kilda area, does it also mean that it could be a potential venue for Melbourne
Heart? I think I remember you saying they were intended for the Casey area (and I remember there is an affiliation
between St Kilda and Casey Scorpions).



Can anyone recommend the best radio stations to listen to AFL games on? I listened to the Geelong v Hawthorn last
week on ABC as Setanta weren't showing it live. Collingwood v Hawthorn isn't on Setanta either tonight, so I'm
wondering if any of the commercial stations offer better coverage.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 01-08-2008 09:13
_____________________________________

Also, is there much panic in the AFL community over the $onny Bill Williams case from the NRL? If he challenges, and
successfully overturns the salary cap then both comps (and the A-League and Super14) would be blown wide open.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 01-08-2008 10:37
_____________________________________
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jamzinho wrote:

Can anyone recommend the best radio stations to listen to AFL games on? I listened to the Geelong v Hawthorn last
week on ABC as Setanta weren't showing it live. Collingwood v Hawthorn isn't on Setanta either tonight, so I'm
wondering if any of the commercial stations offer better coverage.



The Friday night game is always covered live by the Big 4 - 3AW, SEN, Triple M and the ABC.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 01-08-2008 15:01
_____________________________________

jamzinho wrote:

If that potential new stadium is in the St Kilda area, does it also mean that it could be a potential venue for Melbourne
Heart? I think I remember you saying they were intended for the Casey area (and I remember there is an affiliation
between St Kilda and Casey Scorpions).



I think it would be a great thing if Melbourne Heart could actually play in Casey instead of just training there - then they
really would be a community based club. One of the supposed advantages of Casey is it's relative proximity to Gippsland
and the Mornington Peninsula but that would count for little if the actual games are being played in the centre of
Melbourne.



Incidentally, St Kilda and Melbourne are switching reserve teams in 2009. Melbourne will be aligned with the Casey
Scorpions (a desperate attempt to give them some geographical identity) and St Kilda will link up with Sandringham
which makes perfect sense as Sandringham is right in the St Kilda bayside heartland.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 03-08-2008 14:18
_____________________________________

Round 18

St Kilda 101 Port Adelaide 93

Crowd 22,878



A very physical, bonecruncher of a match with battered, bruised and broken bodies littering the Telstra Dome turf. I heard
man of the match Jason Gram interviewed on the radio as I drove home. He could barely speak – there were some very
knackered looking players out there when the final siren went.



It wasn’t supposed to be like this. Port played their grand final against Adelaide 2 weeks ago and appeared to have put
the cue back in the rack afterwards. Several players have gone off for operations to maximise their recovery time for
2009 and they fielded a young side with nothing to play for. St Kilda, on the other hand, have top 4 ambitions and,
despite our abysmal record against Port (11 defeats in the last 12 matches), I expected a straightforward win.



The victory may well have come at a big cost, although the information on Luke Ball’s condition remains unclear. Ball laid
a remarkable 14 tackles this afternoon in a brilliant display. Then, late in the last quarter, he went to ground in obvious
agony after several big bodies went for the same ball. He did something with his legs that only the most talented
contortionist could manage. Reports on the radio suggest his hamstrung has been ripped off the bone. If that turns out to
be the case, he will out for a very long time.



In the second quarter, Port youngster Nick Salter copped a massive hit to the head in a marking contest. Remarkably, as
he staggered to his feet like a drunk, he kicked a goal. He was then led from the ground in a crumpled heap before
returning to kick a second.



If there was a defining moment in this match, though, it came midway through the third quarter when Port had the biggest
lead of the game – 4 goals. Robert Harvey was playing his 376th game for St Kilda taking him to 4th in the all time
appearances list in VFL/AFL history. An amazing achievement when you bear in mind that the league season is only 22
games and, in even in a grand final season (and Harvey’s only played in one) there are only 25 or 26 games. Harvey was
tackled by Jacob Surjan and thrown to the ground his head crashing onto the surface. He lay completely motionless and
there was a stunned silence in the ground. He was carried off and, immediately, the crowd and the St Kilda players were
fired up. When Harvey came back onto the ground in the final quarter it was to a tumultuous reception mixed in with a fair
bit of disbelief and, of course, awe. Harvey will be 37 later this month.
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Looking at the statistics for this match would suggest that St Kilda should have won comfortably – we easily won the inside
50s, the hard ball gets, the clearances, the contested possessions, the tackle count and we had 31 scoring shots to 23.
Unfortunately, St Kilda recorded 14 goals, 17 behinds. Inside 50s don’t count for a lot if you kick straight to opposition
defenders and winning the clearances isn’t a lot of use if you then proceed to turn the ball over. Port were far quicker and
much more efficient in their ball use.



Then there was the umpiring. Port got 26 free kicks to St Kilda’s 18. Because we won, I can say this without being
accused of being a sore loser. The umpiring was a fucking disgrace. The main culprit was our old mate Matthew Head
one of the famous “whispers in the sky” cheats from 2005. This man loathes St Kilda and awarded numerous petty free
kicks to Port as well as three 50m penalties. A St Kilda player had to be decapitated to get a decision.



The last quarter was a real nail biter with the scores neck and neck almost all the way through before Jason Gram
apparently sealed it with about a couple of minutes to go except Port scored again straight from a centre bounce. A late
defensive mark by Riewoldt clinched the win.



St Kilda are now 7th just 2 points off 4th place. Collingwood are 4 points behind in 8th and we play them at the MCG on
Saturday.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 04-08-2008 00:05
_____________________________________

Must say I tend to agree with your verdict on the umpiring, MA....



I watched most of yesterday's game on TV, and it brought home to me how crap a game AFL can look if the umpiring
isn't right. Umpiring should be unobtrusive- not an unwelcome and irrational intrusion in the flow of the game. Robert
Harvey is slung headfirst into the ground from a great height with the ball nowhere in sight- and nothing is given. Whilst a
slight, one-handed push in a marking contest results in a fifty metre penalty and a certain goal!



The AFL's fifty metre penalty rule is ridicculous. Players should not be given point-blank shots at goal for minor
infringements committed well down the ground. Most other aussie rules leagues only have 25 metre penalties.



Good win by Saints....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 05-08-2008 11:06
_____________________________________

It’s been a highly entertaining 48 hours in the AFL soap opera.  On Sunday night, Collingwood’s Heath Shaw crashed his
ute into 2 parked cars while “swerving to avoid a possum.” He was breath tested and was 3 times over the legal limit.
Collingwood’s most notorious bad boy, Alan Didak was in the passenger seat. However, both players lied to the club
denying that Didak was in the car in order not to damage his already appalling reputation.



Collingwood held a press conference yesterday which was superb stuff. President Eddie McGuire, purple faced with
rage, said he was sick of the “clowns and knuckleheads” dragging down the club’s reputation. Collingwood has a history of
players drink driving which cost it a sponsorship deal with the Transport Accident Commission. Club captain, Scott Burns,
was even more blunt than McGuire: “bugger him (Shaw). If the St Kilda players decide to rough him up at the first bounce
on Saturday, the way I feel right now I won’t be going to help. I’ll let them get on with it.” Shaw was fined $10,000.

By this stage, though, the rumour mill was in overdrive. Several witnesses had seen Didak in the car and were popping
up on talkback radio. Journalists asked if Didak was involved – “absolutely not” said Burns; “you’ll be pinning the Kennedy
assassination on him next” said McGuire.



Didak was threatened with the sack last year after revealing that he had been a passenger in a car with a man who had
been firing gunshots from the window, including some at a passing police van. Didak only revealed his involvement after
the same bloke committed a triple shooting, killing 1, which had Melbourne’s CBD cordoned off for several hours last year.



A few hours after the press conference, it became apparent that the players had lied. Shaw broke down in tears and
confessed. Today, Collingwood held another press conference announcing that both Shaw and Didak were suspended
until the end of the season and that another player who had been drinking heavily on Sunday night, just 6 days before a
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crucial game against St Kilda, was suspended for 2 weeks – Rhyce Shaw, Heath’s brother.



The general concensus in the media is that Didak should have been sacked.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by trimster - 06-08-2008 00:10
_____________________________________

You forgot to mention that the "man firing gunshots from a car window" who gave Didak a lift, was the same man who
gunned down several people in a busy city street a few days later!



Collingwood drinking and driving shennanigans go back a long way- you would think they would have learnt their lesson
after the death of Darren Millane....

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 06-08-2008 05:38
_____________________________________

The Great Man announces his retirement:



http://www.realfooty.com.au/articles/2008/08/06/1217702096926.html

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Rory Bunk - 06-08-2008 07:34
_____________________________________

Bloody hell!  21 seasons of AFL.  I claim there's dodgy business afoot.

An awesome feat, that career.  And he managed to do it without being a cunt (to my recollection, which is vague at best).

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 06-08-2008 13:56
_____________________________________

Robert Harvey has never been convicted of drink driving; he has never assaulted anyone; he has never pissed on any of
the following: St Kilda police station, the window of an Italian restaurant, a woman in a pub (whether she was on fire or
not), the 18th hole of a golf course just as someone was about to putt; he has never overturned a portaloo; he has never
been in a car driving through the streets of Melbourne with someone shooting out the window; he doesn't have his own
horse tranquiliser dealer; he has never put an Irish barman in a headlock; he has never been capsicum sprayed by police
for rioting at a Lionel Richie concert; he has never run away from a police booze bus; he has never deliberately thrown
his food onto  a restaurant floor and humiliated the waitress by ordering her to clean it up; he has never gone up to a
woman in a nightclub and said "I want to fuck you" and then been ejected by bouncers after abusing the disinterested
woman; he is not friendly with any gangsters (well, apart from Michael Gardiner).

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 08-08-2008 15:38
_____________________________________

This is the weekend when we celebrate 150 years of Australian Rules football. To mark the occasion, the two oldest
clubs, Melbourne (formed 1858) and Geelong (formed 1859), met at the "home of football" the MCG. 



Unfortunately, Geelong are the best team in the competition and Melbourne the worst. The quarter time score was
Melbourne 0 Geelong 53. The first scoreless quarter of the season. In fact, Melbourne were just 1 minute away from a
goalless first half but ended up trailing 9-79 at half time.
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The final margin was 106 points in what was a truly embarrassing match. The 18 team league doesn't seem like a very
good idea.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by Melbourne Arab - 10-08-2008 03:45
_____________________________________

Round 19

Collingwood 97 St Kilda 83

Crowd 52,135



Well, I can’t blame the umpires this week although this is a fixture where you normally expect a raw deal.



For the first 3 quarters, St Kilda were flat, gutless, insipid, piss-weak and disinterested. All this against a team that we
knew would be fired up after a week of drink driving lying and suspensions. The top 4 is now gone and the 8 is far from
certain. The thing is I’m not sure it matters much because we won’t make any impact in September if we get there.



Collingwood kicked the first goal in the opening minutes and it was 6’5” Chris Dawes, who was one of the replacements
for the suspended players ,who got it on his debut with his first touch. It came about after a comedy of errors from St
Kilda – first, Jason Gram handballed straight to the opposition then James Gwilt misjudged the bounce of the ball letting it
run through to Dawes.



Sadly, Gwilt was on the receiving end of the sort of racist abuse we’ve come to expect from the feral Collingwood hordes.
Last season, St Kilda’s aboriginal player, Xavier Clarke, was the victim. In his absence last night, Papua New Guinean
Gwilt was mocked as “Jungle Boy” by the drunken scum standing up the back of the bay we were in. Sitting behind us
were two sweet old dears – the sort of women who knit their own own scarves, take a flask of tea to the game and
encourage the players as if they know them personally: “Come on Lenny,” “well done, Nick” etc. They eventually complained
to the police who spoke to the lowlife but weren’t ejected and as soon as the police moved on it all started up again. The
irony is that 2 of Collingwood’s best last night were the Indigenous Leon Davis and Harry O’Brien, a black Brazilian (his
real name is Heritier). 



Apart from a few moments when it was 7-7, Collingwood led for the entire night, the lead fluctuating between 3 and 5
goals. Then, in the final quarter, St Kilda woke up and reduced the gap to 9 points but we just couldn’t get within a goal
and the win was sealed by a 55m goal from Travis Cloke who had been kicking abysmally up to that point. Even if we’d
shown that determination for just half the match we would probably have won given how undermanned Collingwood were.



Once again much of the post-match discussion is centred on Nick Dal Santo who was dropped just a few weeks ago but
seemed to have reacted positively on his return. Last night, he touched the ball just 3 times in the first half. Perhaps the
time has come to seriously consider trading him.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jason voorhees - 10-08-2008 15:32
_____________________________________

My condolences,MA.

============================================================================

Re:AFL 2008 (again)
Posted by jamzinho - 11-08-2008 14:15
_____________________________________

Got up early to see the Crows game on Sunday, well early enough to see the end of the second quarter onwards as my
wife turned the alarm off when I wasn't looking!



They were already 40 odd points up, and the Tigers were looking very shoddy. In the end we won very comfortably by
about 60 points. Consensus in the TV studio was that any other team who was so dominant would have won by upwards
of 100 points. The Crows just don't have someone to kick a big bag of goals on a regular basis.



Bunji McLeod got his 300th game, making him the third Crow to pass that milestone. The other two, Ben Hart and Mark
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